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NEWS FROM ARGOS  

A very nice retirement party, Hampton & Mrs. 
Boswell. We all wish you the best and many 
many happy retirement years together. 

**** 

Marge & Dean Johnson left January 25th for 
a two week vacation in Florida. Please 
soak up some extra sunshine for us as we are 
getting rather tired of the ice and snow. 

**** 

Some employees from the Argos Branch at-
tended their first Stockholders meeting 
held here in The Friendship Room. It was 
a very informative meeting as several of 
the Officers gave talks. The dinner was 
delicious and our Thanks goes out to every-
one responsible. Despite the very nasty 
weather, the response in attending was 
great. 

* * * * 

We WELCOME Betty Nolin back to our midst 
again after being on leave since the birth 
of a new SON. IS FATHER JIM Proud99999999  

**** 

We had a Round Table discussion with G. 
Edward Cook State Representative, pre-
siding, here in the Friendship Room at The 
State Exchange Bank, Saturday morning, Feb. 
7th. The public was invited and the turn 
out was very good. 

**** 

We all extend our deepest Sympathy to the 
Lawrence Houin Family on the tragic death 
of their daughter, Nancy. The Houin Fami-
lies have been customers of our bank for 
a number of years. 

**** 

Another place that seems to arrive almost 
before you get started is the bridge that 
you were going to cross when you got to it. 

**** 
Reporter: Frances Mattix 

**************************************** 

PLYMOUTH NEWS  

Ed Soike, husband of Diana, was released 
Sunday from St. Joseph Hospital, South Bend 
after submitting to knee surgery. He will 
be unable to return to work. for approxi- 
mately 6 to 8 weeks. 

**** 

Dee Brown has taken a temporary leave of 
absence while submitting to daily treat- 
ment at South Bend's Memorial Hospital. 

**** 
Marge McCollough, Plymouth teller, will 
have open-heart surgery on March 2nd at 
St. Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis. • 
We all wish you the best of luck in a 
very speedy recovery. 

**** 

Gail and Elwood Dorr and part of their 
family spent the week-end in Alpena, 
Michigan where'they attended a wedding. 

PLYMOUTH NEWS Continued  

Jean and Bob Webster are the proud grand-
parents of Lisa Ann Webster, born on Jan-
uary 11th to Mr. & Mrs. Gary Webster. 

**** 

It has been said that the stork has been 
desperately looking for the home of Debi 
and Mike Fall. All indications show that 
their home has been found and delivery is 
to be made in September. 

**** 

Ron McKee and Betty Laramore have assumed 
their duties as new directors of Plymouth 
Industrial Deveopment Corporation fol-
lowing an election during PIDCO's annual 
meeting. 

* * * * 

Gene Christiansen was recently elected as 
a new director of Plymouth Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 

44** 

Bill Crocker was recently appointed as 
Treasurer Of the- United Way of Plymouth 
Area, Inc. 

* * * * 

Jerry & Bev Wyman have moved to their new 
home on the Plymouth Country Club golf 
course on State Road 17. Welcome to Ply- 
mouth, Jerry. 

**** 

4-Rent 4-bedroom, 11/2 bath, 2 story home 
in Culver. $150.00 per month. Call Ply- 
mouth, Extension 50 -- Larry Miller. 

**** 

Everyone at the Plymouth Bank wishes to ex-
tend the very best wishes and good luck to 
Hampton Boswell regarding his retirement. • 
We all want to thank him and express our 
appreciation to him for his concern and 
knowledgeable assistance through the years 
regarding the profit sharing program. 

**** 
Reporter: Jean Webster 

**************************************** 

ODE TO KRASH KRAMER 

I was on my way home from the Holiday Inn 
Having had my quota of Vodka & Gin 
Saw a few gals, made my usual passes 
What-doyou-know. I forgot my glasses!!!! 

I was cruising down Plymouth main thordugh-
fare 
And didn't see the car that was parked 
right there. 
She was sticking WAY OUT right NEXT to the 
curb. 
The way wimmen park is really absurd. 

Now what the heck do you say to the FUZZ?? 
I guess I said my fault it was 
It's rather obvious that I can't see 
And now you know why I'm a REFEREE""'", 
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Hampton Boswell reitred at the end of January 
after 40 years of faithful service to the 
banks. He was feted at two parties: one 
given by the bank employees and one given by 
the bank directors. 

The bank farewell party was held at the Culver 
Inn for all employees and their families in 
honor of Hampton and his family. Mr. and Mrs. 
Boswell and their 5 children were in the re-
ceiving line. 

The evening and refreshments were planned by 
Margaret Dehne and fellow workers of Hampton's 
Finance Company. 

The bank directors had a farewell dinner for 
Hampton and his wife, Esther, at the Culver Inn 

**** 

Robert Cultice has been named Senior Vice Pres-
ident and Treasurer of the State Exchange 
Finance Company. By virtue of his title, Mr. 
Cultice will be manager of the Finance Company 
and the insurance department of the banks. 

Bob, as he prefers to be called, has worked for 
the Finance Company for twenty years. In that 
time, he has received many outstanding awards 
for his fine work in the insurance program of 
the company. 

He and his wife, Frieda, have four children. 

Congratulations, Bob, and good luck in your 
work! 

* * * * 
********************************************* 

DATA PROCESSING DEPARTMENT  

Our reporter is going to change her name 
on March 27th. She is going to become Mrs. 
Gilbert (Skip) Shedrow. Congratulations 
Linda and all the happiness. 

**** 

On February 16th, we are celebrating all the 
Bookkeeping January and February birthdays. 
It is at the apartment of Joyce Von Ehr and 
Karen Thomas. 

* * * * 

Marlene Shoddy has been home with a viral 
infection for the past couple weeks. Hope 
she is feeling better in time for our party 
Monday night. 

* * * * 
Reporter: Linda Reinholt 
Submitted by Joyce VonEhr 

******************************************** 

REMINDER  
Our workshop entitled "IRA, KEOGH, and YOU"  
will be held on Tuesday, March 9th at the 
American Legion Home in Plymouth from 7:30 
to 9:00 P.M. The workshop will be open to 
the public and will be informative to them 
to save income taxes and to set up retire-
ment programs, or'review IRA or KEOGH already 
in existfmce. 

We ask your cooperation in inviting our cus-
tomers and anyone else interested in the 
subject. We also welcome you to attend if 
you wish. 

Ken Koerber  

LEGAL  

Vivian Bush is the proud grandmother of 
Nicole Marie, 7 lb 11 oz daughter born to 
Dennis and Patricia Bush, Rutland (R. R. #4, 
Plymouth) on February 3rd at 11:48 A. M. 
Nicole and her parents stayed at Vivian's 
Thursday through Sunday P. M. Grandmother 
hated to see them leave. Nicole is very 
good. 

**** 

We are very happy to have Jan Houin back 
with us. She and her husband, Allen, and 
3 children live at R. R. #4, Plymouth. Jan 
played the organ at Teena Morrison's wed-
ding Saturday evening and she and her hus-
band were among the ones snowbound and unable 
to get home. 

* * * * 

Mr. Osborn thanks everyone for remembering 
his birthday. "He never felt better in his 
life." 

**** 

As of February 22nd, Laura Jung will be a 
graduate of Ball State University. Laura 
has worked part time at the Argos Bank 
which has assisted her in many ways, es-
pecially financially. Laura is a niece of 
Charlotte Jung. 

**** 

Big Red Player Tom Jung, after being in-
jured in the South Bend Holiday Tourney 
at Notre Dame on December 26th, returned 
to the line up as a starting player at 
Plymouth only to have his nose broken in 
the Warsaw game Friday night. Coach Edi-
son has borrowed the face mask from John 
Glenn coach and Tom will be able to finish 
the season after all. 

**** 

A note from a former employee, Bonnie Reed 
Brauer, asks for information about renting 
a cottage for a month at Maxinkuckee this 
summer. If anyone has any leads, contact 
Charlotte Jung. 

*it** 

Reporter: Esther Reed 
******************************************** 

TELLER TIDBITS FROM CULVER  

It was cake and coffee time for the tellers 
when Janet Kibort celebrated her birthday. 
Happy birthday Janet! Thanks to Sandy Lewis 
for baking the cake, it was delicious! 

**** 

Lisa Ransdell, Daughter of Marianne, re-
ceived two firsts and a second at the Nor-
thern Indiana State Band and Vocal contest 
Saturday, Feb 7th.. Lisa plays a flute and 
is in the sixth grade. 

**** 

CONGRATULATIONS to all the Culver students 
who participated in this event. 

**** 
Reporter: Karen Thomas 

******************************************* 

The Annual Stockholders Meeting was held on 
January 13, 1976 at the Argos Bank. There 
was a bad storm that day, but in spite of 
the weather, about 100 people attended the 
meeting. 
******************************************* 



AUDITING CONTINUED  

Some of the women bank officers were guests 
at the Northern Indiana group meeting of 
National Assn. of Bank Women held in Ply-
mouth.'on Tuesday evening, February 10th, at 
the Plymouth Country Club. Marshall County 
Bank arranged the meeting under the di-
rection of Rosemary Bergman and Lois Greer, 
and State Exchange Bank shared in hosting 
the Social Hour. An interesting program 
on "What a Customer Expects from His Bank", 
given by a panel consisting of Eleanor Boys 
Blank, Betty Laramore, Leonard Isbin, and Dr. 
James Rimel, provided much food for thought. 
Attending were Charlotte Jung, Margaret 
Swanson, Mildred Cullers, Edna Mae Craft, 
and Martha Ives, and Ronald McKee repre-
sented management as head of the Plymouth 
branch. One hundred and five women from 
Northern part of Indiana attended. 

**** 

Donald Slyh, Kenneth Koerber, and Charlotte 
Jung journeyed to Farmers Bank & Trust in 
Knox on Tuesday afternoon to observe in 
action a Trust accounting package on the 
L 5000, a preparatory to updating our bank's 
Trust Department books. 

**** 

Auditing converted the books of the bank 
from cash to accrual accounting as of Janu-
ary 31st and switched to a new general led-
ger format and program, using the Burroughs 
L 5000. The conversion was accomplished 
without a hitch. 

**** 

FDIC examiners arrived Monday morning, Feb-
ruary 9th, to conduct an examination of The 
State Exchange Bank as of February 7, 1976. 
They are devoting most of their efforts to 
the loan portfolio and omitting those areas 
in which our audit firm centers their acti- 
vities. 

**** 
Reporter: Margaret Swanson 

******************************************* 

Sorry to report that we lost one of our News 
Notes Staff reporters. Yes, Mimi Kalt is 
now doing her duties as a Teacher in Mon- 
terey. Talked to Mimi last week and she was 
very happy with her work. Mimi did teach in 
Elkhart before she started working in Culver. 
Lots of luck Mimi. We do miss you. 

**** 

Margaret Dehne has now been appointed to our 
staff for the Insurance.  Department. We know 
we can depend on her and we're very glad to 
have her with us. 

The Staff 
******************************************** 

Betty Singleton got snowbound at her daughter's 
at Rochester Saturday night but they had a 
very good time. She got to'try her boots out. 

Betty's son, John Milner of Bremen, has made 
the Dean's list for the second consecutive 
time. He is a senior majoring in engineering 
at Purdue University Extension, Westville. 

******************************************** 
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STATE EXCHANGE FINANCE COMPANY  

All of us in the Insurance Department and 
Finance Company would like to extend our 
appreciation and thanks to all who braved 
the weather to attend Hampton Boswell's 
Reception at the Culver Inn. We trust both, 
he and Esther, are now enjoying some warm 
weather and sunshine in Florida. 

**** 

Teena Morrison and Wayne Houin were united 
in marriage on Saturday, February 7th, and 
are now honeymooing in Florida. Parti-
cipating in the wedding was Vicki Binion 
of our Department.as the soloist. 

**** 

We have the pleasure of introducing a new 
employee in our Agency. Her name is Norma 
Houghton. She and her husband, Ray, re-
side here in Culver and have two children. 
She will be working with the Policy Writing 
Department and we know we will enjoy having 
her on our staff. 

**** 

Several employees here in the agency had 
children who participated in the Band Con-
test on February 7th held at the High School 
here in Culver.. Among them were Debbie 
Brockus, Coleen Ditmire and Dennis Cultice 
who all won a first in the solo competition. 
Debbie plays a trumpet and is in the seventh 
grade. Colleen plays a clarinet and is a 
Sophomore. Dennis plays a trumpet and is in 
the 7th grade. Chris Kline won first in his 
solo and ensemble group. Chris plays drums 
and is in the sixth grade. Bill Dehne won 
a first in his ensemble group and a second 
in both his solo and trio group. Bill plays 
an E flat clarinet and is in the seventh 
grade. Two mothers, namely Sharon Brockus 
and Millie Ditmire were the accompanists 
for their daughers solo, so sometimes it 
becomes a family affair. 

**** 

We wish to extend our best wishes and con-
gratulations to Bob Cultice on his recent 
promotion here in Our Agency and wish him 
all the best in the future. 

**** 
Reporter: Margaret Dehne 

******************************************* 

AUDITING  

Donna Peters- became the bride of Gregory 
Wynn in a beautiful ceremony which took 
place in the Culver Methodist Church on 
Saturday afternoon, January 31st. Denise 
McKee was one of the bridesmaids, and Kay 
Davis and Marilynn Pacilio assisted in serv-
ing at the reception which followed. The 
couple will be at home at R. R. #4, Plymouth. 

**** 

Donna was a guest of honor at a dinner party 
hosted by auditing on Thursday evening, Jan-
uary 22nd, at the Shore Room at Bass Lake, 
when the girls offered their best wishes 
and presented their joint wedding gift. Au-
diting was also part of the guest list at 
a surprise bridal shower given by Mrs. Larry 
Peters and Denise McKee at the Peters home 
on Monday, January 19th. 
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THE GIFT OF AGE 
by: Marcia Adams 

Dirt roads, no electricity, no cars, no phones, 
no airplanes, no television, no furnaces this 
was the world W. O. Osborn was born into on 
January 27, 1885. ' 

I interviewed Mr. Osborn on January 27, 1976 
on his ninety - first birthday. 	He 
reminisced about his boyhood in Culver, Ind., 
"Our homelas where Ray Kline's appliance 
store is now. I didn't have too far to go to 
get to school. It was where the hotel is." 

I asked him what young people did for recrea-
tion in those days some 75 years ago and 
Mr. Osborn mentioned; cake walks, taffey pulls, 
minstrels, Chautauquas. 	"Minnie (his wife, 
Minnie Shilling Osborn) and I met at Anna 
Medbourn's home. She had a party and Minnie 
had just moved to Culver from Knox, Indiana. I 
took Minnie home from that party -- she had to 
be home by nine o'clock--and we went together 
from then on. We were freshmen then." W. O. 
told me that he married half/of his senior 
class. There was one other student in their 
class, another girl! 

He's proud of his wife, Minnie, and of their 
working the bank together, of seeing it grow 
from a small private bank with $10,000.00 
capital, to a state bank of $60,000.00 capital, 
to today's bank with $4,500,000.00 capital. 

The private bank named "Exchange Bank" was 
bought by Minnie's father, S.C. Shilling and 
his brother from Monroe C. McCormick in 1901. 
Mr. McCormick moved to Knox, and the Shillings 
moved to Culver on completion of the sale. In 
1907, six years after the Exchange Bank was 
bought, Mr. Shilling and six other people met 
at the Palmer House Hotel (now the Culver Inn 
and then, in the same chain as the Chicago 
Palmer House.) The seven people drew up a 
charter for the "State Exchange Bank" and in-
vested the capital to get it started. These 
people were the first directors: S.C.Shilling, 
Will Osborn, J. P. Walters (hotel owner) L.C. 
Dillon, Samuel E. Medbourn, Irene Bogardus, 
and Lewis Overmyer. Will is proud to say that 
there are three descendants of the charter di-
rectors on the bank's board of directors today: 
Oliver Shilling, Glen Overmyer, and Fred Adams, 
grandson of S. C. Shilling. 

Things we take forgranted were hard to get in 
the 1800's and early 1900's. Will explained 
that people had to have their own milk cows for 
the milk, butter, cottage cheese, buttermilk 
that their family consumed. The milk cows were 
kept in the family barns along with the horses 
and were taken to pasture land at the edge of 
town each morning in good weather and brought 
back to the barns at night to be milked. Re-
frigeration was from blocks of ice stored in 
ice boxes. The ice was cut out of Lake Maxin-
kuckee in the winter-freeze time. Cutting 
and selling ice was one of Culver's biggest 
businesses at the turn of the century. People 
would come from miles away to work for the ice 
houses when it was "harvest" time. 

Will described the base burner stoves with 
glass sides which heated the homes; the horse 
and buggys used for transportation (there was 
a barn at school for students to stall their 
horses when they drOve them to school;) and 
the Model T Ford that he and Minnie owned: 
"Why, we spent six hundred dollars on that car. 
It had to be greased for a long trip." He 
chuckled when he told me about their first trip 
to North Judson and that he promised Minnie 
he would not drive faster than 20 miles an hour! 

"There were no gasoline stations. Everyone 
with cars had to have their own drum to store 
their own gasoline. I had a drum that held 
50 gallons of gas." He remembers jacking the 
Ford up on wooden blocks in the winter and 
keeping the tires stored in the garage. There 
were no heaters in the cars then and no anti-
freeze for the engines so cold weather meant 
storage for the cars ----back to the horse! 

The main source of communication out of town 
was through the mail and the newspapers which 
came to Culver daily on the train. There were 
no phones in Culver until after 1901 when the 
first two phones were installed in the bank 
and in Sam Easterday's Funeral Home. The first 
postoffice also opened in Culver after the 
bank's formation. The postoffice was located 
in the State Exchange Bank where Will Osborn's 
office is today. 

W.O. was always interested in the future. He 
decided he should have a law degree and, not 
being able to leave the bank job, he studied 
law at home through a correspondence course for 
seven years and was admitted to the Indiana Bar 
in the early 1920's. 

Will has seen many changes in his life time and, 
"most of them for the better," he says. "Pro-
gress is a funny thing. It's hard to predict, 
worse to try to visualize, but always necessary. 
We just have to have hope and faith that all 
the progress is for the good of everyone. Why, 
I can't believe God made the earth for people 
to suffer and be unhappy. He made it so people 
could overcome suffering and unhappiness. 
That's what progress is all about!" 

You are a tribute to the American Dream, Mr. 
Osborn. Many more HAPPY BIRTHDAYS to you!! 

********************************************* 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Aquarius 
	

Pisces 

Jan 21 - Feb. 19 
	

Feb. 20 - March 20 

Feb. 4 Marilyn Downs 	Feb. 20 Lynne Geiger 
7 Terry Babcock 
	

21 Bob Milner 
7 Janet Kibort 
	

22 Frances Mattix 
11 Jane Davis 
	

23 Pat Saxton 
15 Judy Kamin 
	 25 A. N. Butler 

16 Vicki Binion 	 26 C. J. Adams, J 
16 Mrs. W. O. Osborn 
17 Rose Strang 
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