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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

An exhausted but hap-
py group of Culver High 
School’s Business Profes-
sionals of America students 

returned home from Reno, 
Nev. May 11 with little fan-
fare but much to be proud 
of. After a school year of 
preparation for BPA compe-
tition at the district and state 
levels, nine students flew 
with BPA sponsor and CHS 
teacher Mike Schwartz and 
wife Donna to the BPA na-
tional competition from May 
6 through 11. 

As might be imagined, 
competition was fierce – 
fierce enough that Ben Haut, 
who handily won the state 
competition in CISCO net-
working, “actually felt there 
was some competition” at 
the nationals. After spending 
numerous hours of his spring 
break completing some 20 
pages of preliminary tests, 
Haut competed in Reno and 
came in fourth in the nation. 
“The Reno trip was a lot of 
fun,” Haut says. “We visited 
Sacramento, an old theme 
town called Virginia City, 
saw the sights and sounds 
around the area, and took ad-

vantage of the free BPA stuff 
the hotel was offering us!”

Lyndsey Fisher, vice presi-
dent of administration on the 
state level of BPA, learned 
that the president of the state 

organization wouldn’t be at-
tending, and found herself 
conducting the business the 
president would otherwise 
have done in Reno, includ-
ing serving as head of the 
voting delegates for Indiana, 
holding a caucus to elect na-
tional officers, and lots of 
extra meetings. She also had 
to hold the state flag for over 
three hours to prepare to car-
ry it onstage. 

Besides the flag ceremony, 
notes Schwartz, each state 
delegate is expected to recite 
a rhyme or catch phrase for 
their state when recognized, 
in front of the entire assem-
bly, a fact no one had shared 
with Fisher, who scrambled 
to come up with a phrase. On 
the fly, says Fisher, she came 
up with a phrase that sent 
chuckles through the Indiana 
delegates and whose humor 
was lost to the rest of the au-
dience: “There’s more than 
corn in Indiana!”

Only one other school from 

Culver BPA scores 
high at nationals

photo submitted

The nine CHS students who competed in the BPA nationals pose 
here outside of Reno. From left: Brianna Wilson, Lyndsey Fisher, 
Ashley Jones, Shannon Dunfee, Justine Hoesel, Myles Pinder, Ben 
Haut, Kasi Browning, and Kylie Guner.

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Several members of the 
Culver-Union Twp. Public 
Library board met May 20 to 
discuss library financial mat-
ters, specifically those raised 
and debated in recent library 
board meetings by Culver 
resident Alfred Nyby, who 
has written letters and spo-
ken out at several meetings 
in the last few months. It 
came as an apparent surprise, 
then, to many in the audience 
when the newest member of 
the library board was invited 
to the table to join the finance 
committee’s discussion: Al-
fred Nyby himself. 

Nyby, who was appointed 
to the library board May 19 
by the Marshall County Com-
missioners, was assured by 
board members that he could 
participate in the discussion 
even though he wasn’t sworn 
in as a member yet, since the 

meeting was for discussion 
only and involved no voting. 

What ensued was some-
times a highly detailed con-
versation, beginning with li-
brary director Carol Jackson 
noting that she and library 
bookkeeper Jim Faulkner 
“dropped everything and 
worked on (the financial is-
sues Nyby raised) for the 
last week and a half, and lon-
ger.”

In answer to a previous 
question of Nyby’s con-
cerning differences in the 
library’s balance at the end 
of 2006 and the same balance 
at the opening of 2007, Jack-
son said she and Faulkner 
examined records from 2005 
through 2007. “There are in-
accuracies to be taken care 
of because of the complexity 
of how posting is done,” she 
said. “So there’s a snowball 
effect. It is taking a long time 
to go back through.”

She added assurance that 
the bookkeeping is not faulty 
and there is no misappropria-
tion of money involved, but 
human and computer errors 
that, when corrected, require 
other resultant adjustments. 
“We also have library to 
run,” said Jackson. “We’re 
finding errors in 2005 also. 
The state board of accounts 
knows this. I’ve talked with 
them several times. Our soft-
ware vendor knows it, too.”

Nyby suggested the library 
consider bringing in an inde-
pendent auditor to go over 
the books, noting that a rep-
resentative of the state board 
told him their agency is only 
a reporting entity and neither 
enforces laws nor takes on 
correctiing a library’s books.

Jackson replied that she 
has spoken to Charlie Pride, 
“the highest of the highest as 
far as I know” in the state 
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Lake landscaping 
workshop 
The Lake Maxinkuckee 
Environemtal Council will 
hold a workshop on friendly 
lake shore landscaping “dos 
and don’ts” Weds., June 18 
from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Culver 
Public Library. Featured will 
be   Angela Sturdevant 
and Gwen White of Indiana’s 
DNR,   Chris Kline and Sara 
Peel of JFNew.  A l l e n 
Chesser (LMEC) with Tony 
Sellers (Sellers & Sellers 
Co.) will discuss a new gla-
cial stone project being coor-
dinated by the LMEC. Also 
on hand will be Liz Pelloso 
of IDEM and Jeremy Price of 
t he DNR. 
Boys & Girls Club sum-
mer activities

The Boys & Girls Club 
of Culver will be open for 
summer hours from June 2 
through August 12, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., with lunch 
provided at noon. Partici-
pation in summer activities 
at CBGC is free with Club 
membership. 

This summer, Kidstop day-
care will also be open from 
6:30 a.m. to 6:30pm. The cost 
for Kidstop is $12 per day or 
$60 per week. Scholarships 
are available. Breakfast, 
lunch, and a snack is pro-
vided, with payment due the 
Weds. prior to service. 

Breakfast and lunch are 
provided by the USDA.  
Lunch is provided to anyone 
between the ages of 5 and 18 
from 12 to 1 p.m. at Culver 
Elementary School for no 
charge.

Summer activities will in-
clude field trips, swimming at 
the beach every Tuesday and 
Friday, nature hikes, and lots 
of fun. Those interested may 
call 574-250-0103 for more 
information.

Culver road closings 
West Shore Drive in Culver 

is closed beginning at the in-
tersection of West Shore and 
Long Point and ending about 
500 feet south.  The closing is 
for installation of a new water 
and sewer main.

Local and emergency access 
will be maintained through-
out the project.  Theclosure 
is expected to be completed 
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In Brief

See "brief" page 2

Also in this issue:

CGA, CHS girls at track 
tournament -- page B1

Remembering Culver’s 
bank robbery of `33 
-- page A4

WW2 vet at Gold Star 
ceremony -- page A6

Graduation photos -- 
page B3

‘Moby Dick’ splashes into 
Culver -- page B5

See “BPA” page 2See “Library” page  2

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Until the weekend of May 
17 this year, Martin Tahse, 
CMA class of 1948, hadn’t 
been back to Culver in over 
50 years, but it’s safe to say 
he’s kept pretty busy in the 
decades in between. Besides 
helping form the Maxinkuck-
ee Playhouse in the 1950s, 
Tahse was also occupied 
producing world-famous 
works in theater with world-
famous performers, as well 
as the iconic ABC TV “After 
School Special” series that 
became an indelible thread in 
the fabric of American popu-
lar culture. But it all started, 
says Tahse, at Culver. 

Academy drama instruc-
tor J. Gerald Markley, says 
Tahse, knew that most cadets 
weren’t interested in theater. 
“He would go down to the 
academic department and 
ask for the top five students,” 
recalls Tahse. “His concept 
was, you may not be an ac-
tor, but if you see what I’m 
doing and can imitate me, 
you learn how to learn lines. 
My first part at age 16 was 

Grandpa in “You Can’t Take 
it With You,” with a lot of 
corn starch in my hair!”

Tahse, who graduated from 
CMA in 1948, was heavily 
involved with the school’s 
Vedette newspaper before 
he became editor of the Roll 
Call yearbook, working with 
another giant in Culver’s his-
tory, former Culver Citizen 
editor Bob Rust. 

Tahse’s interest in acting 
soon gave way to an inter-
est in production work in 
theater. “I quickly learned 
that most of the laughs went 
to character actors, which I 
wasn’t. You try to play the 
straight guy in “You Can’t 
Take it With You” with all 
these crazy people around 
you; you might as well phone 
it in! I really liked producing. 
I became interested in pro-
ducing at the Maxinkuckee 
Playhouse.”

The Maxinkuckee Play-
house was and is something 
of a local and regional leg-
end, and Tahse was in on 
the ground floor of its 1950 
inception, when he met Paul 
Rutledge at the University of 

Cincinnati. Rutledge, a first 
year teacher at the Univer-
sity, worked with Tahse on 
several productions there, 
including a performance of 
“Dark of the Moon” which 
made the AP newswire when 
the president of the univer-
sity initially forbade perfor-
mance of the play. “We made 
a fool of him,” smiles Tahse 
in retrospect. “We got rave 
reviews.”

Rutledge and Tahse began 
contemplating what to do 
next. “We all knew summer 
theater,” Tahse says. “I said, 
‘I know a great place for sum-
mer theater,’ and we came 
up here to Culver. We found 
that property (on East Shore 
Lane)…it was a bran and we 
were going to turn it into a 
summer theater! We didn’t 
ask anybody if we could do 
it: the mayor, the police. We 
didn’t get any building per-
mit. We just turned a barn 
into a theater, and nobody 
said anything.”

The barn in question al 

Library examines finances; 
Nyby appointed to board

A half-century’s wait
Tahse, renowned producer, Max. Playhouse co-
founder, revisits Culver

See “Tahse” page 6

photo submitted
Top, right: Ben Haut, left, came in fourth in the nation and Brianna 
Wilson, center, came in third at the recent BPA national competi-
tion in Reno. CHS BPA sponsor Mike Scwartz led an unprecedented 
nine Culver students to the competition. 

Below, right: Matt Kornblith, left, and Chris Montgomery cel-
ebrate Friday night at the Culver Comm. High School graduation 
ceremony. More photos from that event will follow in next week’s 
Citizen.

photo/paul pare’

photo/david culver
Above, left: Broadway and television producer Martin Tahse, CMA class of `48, is seen above, left, at 
his return to campus after a 50-year absence last weekend. Before journeying to New York for a suc-
cessful career in stage and film, Tahse co-founded the Maxinnkuckee Playhouse on the east shore of 
the lake.

Congratulations graduates!
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"Brief" from page 1“Library” from page 1
board of accounts; she said 

he didn’t think an indepen-
dent auditor was needed. 

Jackson, moving through 
Nyby’s questions, also said 
that the library board had 
been made aware of finan-
cial irregularities during last 
year’s audit by the state. She 
said that the library plans a 
physical inventory in 2008, 
and that an inventory of li-
brary materials was conduct-
ed in 2007.

Replying to a previous in-
quiry of Nyby’s as to why 
the board minutes said that 
the library had passed the 
audit, Jackson said the min-
utes meant to explain that the 
library had “passed” the au-
dit only in that the audit was 
“over and done with,” add-
ing, “I assume that’s the way 
(then library board secretary) 
Kathleen (Kline) wrote the 
minutes. We can fix what we 
can find. Otherwise we move 
forward.”

Jackson also noted that, 
while the library board trea-
surer is required to be present 
at the close of a state audit, 
the treasurer was unavailable 
at the closing of last year’s 
audit, but board president 
Ron Cole was made aware of 
the closing. She added that 
“board members were made 
aware of deficiencies (found 
in the 2007 audit) every step 
of the way.”

Jackson also said that any 
funds within the library’s 
operating budget may le-

gally be shifted from one to 
another so no single fund is 
overextended, adding that 
the operating fund is sepa-
rate from the Library Im-
provement Reserve Fund, 
which may only be used to 
pay for improvements such 
as renovations, architect’s 
fees, land, and the like, but 
not operating expenses. The 
board votes each year to give 
the director the authority to 
shift money from one fund 
within the operating budget 
to another, Jackson said.

Jackson reported that the 
library required several fi-
nancial transfers to cover 
emergency costs in heating 
and air conditioning, glass 
repair, and other needs near 
the end of 2007. “We trans-
ferred money out of the oper-
ating fund and into the rainy 
day fund,” she explained. 
“When I talked with Charlie 
Pride, he said the least intru-
sive thing we could do was 
transfer into the rainy day 
fund, even if it meant we’d 
be dinged on an audit.”

“So you must have known 
by September that you would 
be over budget,” said Nyby. 
“You were close to 90 per-
cent of your operating fund 
by then…it sounds like when 
you’re spending taxpayer 
money and going over bud-
get, the taxpayers have a 
right to know. That’s pretty 
serious.”

Jackson replied that she 
hadn’t known at the time she 

could transfer the money. 
Nyby asked how a nega-

tive balance in the children’s 
gift fund could stay nega-
tive without being caught, 
to which board member Peg 
Schuldt replied, “You have 
a certain…period to switch 
money from undesignated 
into designated so you have 
no negative balance.”

“The rules are pretty clear,” 
said Nyby. “You’re not sup-
posed to have negative num-
bers. If that’s a strict regula-
tion, I think that’s something 
that should be followed.”

Jackson responded that 
libraries are allowed a nega-
tive number in an account so 
long as it’s covered at the end 
of the year. “I’ve seen other 
libraries with negatives all 
over the place,” she said.

Faulker noted that he has 
been working on a system 
to track the various accounts 
in the library’s budget, add-
ing that the library has never 
had such a system and there 
are challenges to getting staff 
members to understand it. 
A tracking system, he said, 
“doesn’t take into account 
the invoices I have that are 
not paid. We have obliga-
tions to pay our vendors. It is 
possible, until I improve that 
system, for department heads 
to order something and we 
have negative balances (as a 
result).”

In reply to another of 
Nyby’s queries, Jackson 
also explained zeroes on the 

library’s appropriation finan-
cial report in January, June, 
and July, 2007 by saying the 
library was catching up with 
the end of the previous year 
in January, and was busy 
with trying to find answers 
for the state auditor for the 
June and July report.

Nyby asked why a De-
cember, 2007 appropriations 
figure was significantly low-
er than normal, something 
Jackson said she would look 
into. 

Jackson said that some of 
the library’s bank transfers 
had been incorrectly record-
ed in the library’s computer 
system in 2005 and 2006, 
before her tenure as director, 
and that she has been work-
ing with the library’s soft-
ware vendor, Computrain, 
to root out the error since 
Dec., 2006. She also said the 
2005 and 2006 total cash and 
investments for the library 
don’t add up, and that the li-
brary will have to backtrack 
to discern the problem. “That 
should have been done a long 
time ago,” commented Nyby. 
“That doesn’t make sense.”

Jackson reiterated that the 
problem “goes way back” 
beyond the last two years. 

“There was never any 
fraudulent activity,” she said. 
“The president of (Compu-
train) looked at it again last 
week and still doesn’t know 
where those numbers come 
from. There was a glitch 
that added money to (the 
program). We tried to make 
adjustments for it, and at the 
time of the audit, there was 
an $1,800 overage. There 
were no tickets to Jamaica 
bought.”

“It obviously was a serious 
problem to the state when 
they looked at this,” said 
Nyby. “It’s not just an $1,800 
issue.” 

The committee discussed 
whether the library was in a 
financial position to bring in 
an independent accountant 
to go over the books, line by 
line. It was agreed that this 
option would be investigat-
ed. “If it’s a full time job to 
keep up with the daily record 
keeping, how will you find 
time to (investigate the prob-
lem)?” Nyby asked.

“It would be crazy to spend 
$20,000 to find a $1,000 mis-
take,” he continued. “But at 
least let’s get some balances 
we can live with, and start 
with a clean slate.” 

The committee also dis-
cussed moving the library’s 
regular board meetings to the 
third Tuesday of the month 
instead of the first Tuesday 
as they are at present.

“BPA” from page 1

around June 6. 
State Road 110 (S.R. 110) 

will be  closed at Eddy Creek 
along the Fulton/Marshall 
County line through August 
2008 during a bridge re-
placement project. The S.R. 
110 Eddy Creek bridge is ap-
proximately 4 miles west of 
U.S. 31.

Residents will have ac-
cess to their properties on 
either side of  Eddy Creek. 
But through traffic will be 
detoured. Eastbound S.R. 
110 traffic will be directed to 
take State Road 17 (S.R. 17) 
north to State Road 10 (S.R. 
10) east to U.S. 31 south and 
back to S.R. 110. Westbound 
S.R. 110 traffic will be de-
toured to U.S. 31 north to 
S.R. 10 west to S.R. 17 south 
and back to S.R. 110. 
Winter art of 
Maxinkuckee on dis-
play

“When Summer Sleeps: 
Winter Scenes of Culver 
and Lake Maxinkuckee,” a 
showing of Culver-based art-
work, will take place June 7 
through July 31 at the Culver 
Coffee Company. The art ex-
hibit features Viki Anderson, 
Mark Burkett, Beth Forst, 
Jeanne McLeish and Dana 
Weber. The artists painted 
from January through March, 
2008. The exhibit can be pre-
viewed online at http://web.
mac.com/vikianderson. The 
Culver Coffee Company is 
located at 634 Lake Shore 

Drive in Culver. Hours are 
6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, and 
Fridays and Saturdays 6:30 
a.m. to 10 p.m.

Run for a Cause
The fourth annual Run 

for a Cause 5K run / walk 
and 10K run will take place 
June 14 in Plymouth, start-
ing at 8 a.m. Proceeds benefit 
CASA of Marshall County 
(Court  Appointed Special 
Advocates for children). For 
more information contact 
Brad Serf at 574-286-3536 or 
register online  at www.sign-
meup.com/60600 or www.
plymouthknights.org. Start 
and  finish area at Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 901 East Jef-
ferson Street,  Plymouth.The 
run travels through Centen-
nial Park on the Greenways  
Trail, then returns to the Hall. 
Entry fee is $18,  and prereg-
isterd participants receive 
a commemorative event t-
shirt.
Pathfinder bake, 
garage sale

Pathfinder Services, Inc.  
will hold its annual bake and 
garage sale June 20 and 21 
from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. (CST), 
and 8 a.m.-4 p.m. (EST) at 
356 Mound St. in Knox. Pro-
ceeds will go to Pathfinders’ 
Client Fund.
Citizen cell phone
CULVER —-Culver Citizen 
editor Jeff Kenney may be 
reached by cell phone at 
(574) 261-7887.  

Indiana had more than the 
seven contests in which CHS 
participated, says Schwartz, 
and that was Lake Central 
with nine events. Both Culver 
and Plymouth had seven con-
tests, and only seven schools 
out of Indiana’s 52 partici-
pating had more students 
participating than Culver.

Senior Brianna Wilson says 
her early morning keyboard-
ing competition prepared 
her for the later Basic Office 
Systems and Procedures test, 
in which she came in third, 
which meant Schwartz was 
able to hand her her medal 
on stage. “The school broke 
into cheers” when Wilson’s 
name was announced, said 
Haut. “It was overwhelm-
ing,” recalls Wilson. “It’s a 
big deal, to be third in the na-
tionals. There are about 90 to 
100 competitors. You have to 
get everything right and it’s 
timed.”

“This is the fifth year in a 
row we’ve taken students to 
nationals,” notes Schwartz. 
“Bri is the second person to 

place this high. Ben is next.”
“As junior high students, I 

challenged many of them to 
get started in BPA; I thought 
that they would do well. 
We’ve taken so many, and all 
of them at some point were 
national qualifiers. I’m really 
pleased with that. I have to 
mention we are so thankful 
for those in the community 
that see the importance of 
kids competing in academ-
ics. Our needs were around 
$9,400 total. The kids and 
my wife and I paid $2,200 of 
that. There was over $8,000 
received and we’re still get-
ting it.”

The biggest challenge, 
says Schwartz, was transpor-
tation. “We rented a 12-pas-
senger van and a minivan. 
My wife took four kids and 
I had five. Gasoline was ex-
pensive; it was $50 for half a 
tank of gas.”

The trip itself, he says, 
went well. “You take super 
kids, you don’t have prob-
lems.”
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Letter to the editor

Death notice - Grimes

Community Calendar
Thursday, May 29
Fitness Class, 10:30 a.m., Culver Public 
Library
Alan Loehr and Jessie Giles, Culver 
Boys & Girls Club, Kiwanis Club mtg., 
noon, Culver Public Library
Alcoholics Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 
p.m., Culver Public Library
“Moby Dick - the Musical” play, Culver 
Academies

Friday, May 30
“Moby Dick - the Musical” play, 7:30 
p.m., Culver Academies

Saturday, May 31 
Carillon recital w/John Gouwens, 7:30 
p.m., Culver Academies Memorial 
Chapel

Sunday, June 1 
Graduation and Final Formation, 
Culver Academies

Monday, June 2 
Knitting Class, 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.,  
Culver Public Library 
Al-Anon Mtg., 5:30 p.m., Culver Public 
Library
overeaters Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 
p.m., Culver Public Library
Lions Club bingo, 6:30 p.m., Depot/
train station

Tuesday, June 3
Fitness class, 9 a.m., Culver Public 

Library
Culver Chamber of Commerce 
mtg., 6:30 p.m., Gladie’s Deli
Culver Public Library board mtg., 7 
p.m., Culver Pub. Library

Wednesday, June 4
Genealogy mtg., 10 a.m., Culver 
Public Library

Thursday, June 5
Fitness Class, 10:30 a.m., Culver 
Public Library
Kelly Young, Culver Park director, 
Kiwanis Club mtg., noon, Culver 
Public Library
Alcoholics Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 
p.m., Culver Public Library
Knights of Columbus social mtg., 7 
p.m., St. Mary of the Lake rectory 
basement
 
Upcoming Highlights, 
June, 2008:
Culver Academies Summer Camps 
begin - June 21
First Woodcraft Camp Council fire 
dance, June 28

Deborah L. Grimes
May 19, 2008

TWELVE MILE — Deborah L. Grimes, 40, of Twelve 
Mile, died at 5:33 p.m. Monday, May 19, 2008 at Logansport 
Memorial Hospital.

She is survived by her husband, Ernie Gates of Twelve Mile; 
mother, Loretta Grimes of Culver; sisters: Christine Foster of 
Rochester, Bobbi Jo (Mike) Grover of Culver, Donna (Tom) 
Woodward of Culver and Rachael (Ed) Tibbs of Bristol, 
Conn.; brother, Rudy (Mary) Grimes of LaPaz; stepdaughter, 
Melissa (Jeremy) Pickett of Ft. Riley, Kan.; stepson, Aaron 
Gates of Twelve Mile; and three grandchildren.

Visitation was Saturday, May 24 from 10 to 11 a.m. at the 
Bonine-Odom Funeral Home, Culver. Funeral services were 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at the funeral home. Burial will be pri-
vate.

Memorials may be given to the Ronald McDonald House 
in Indiana.

Tour de Max theft
During the Culver Tri Kappa’s Tour De Max event (May 

17) someone, at some point, stole a “port-a-potty” from one 
of our stations. We filed a report with the police, but we un-
derstand the odds are slim of recovering the stolen item. The 
company, of course, needs their port-a-potty or their money, 
so if the item isn’t recovered, Tri Kappa will have to pay the 
approximate $750 to cover the cost. We would like to make a 
plea to whomever -- if anyone is aware of who stole it or the 
person who stole it -- to please return it, as that $750 could 
easily go to some organization that needs it badly: Hospice, 
the children’s hospital, the new park, and so on. Please con-
tact myself or another Tri Kappa member if you can help.
Thank you.

Jessye Gilley
Culver Tri Kappa

REAL Services menu
Those interested in sharing 

a meal at REAL Meals are 
asked to call Ruth Walker at 
the nutrition site (the Culver 
beach lodge) before 11 a.m. 
on the day before for reser-
vations, at (574) 842-8878. 
There is a suggested dona-
tion of $3.50 for each meal.

Thurs., May 29:  Turkey 
Manhattan, mashed potatoes 
& gravy, beets, bread & mar-
garine, fresh fruit, milk.  

Fri., May 30:  Tuna noo-
dle casserole, peas & car-
rots, Brussels sprouts, bread 
& margarine, jello w/fruit, 
milk.

Mon., June 2:  Chicken 

patty, bun, broccoli, red po-
tatoes, apple sauce, milk.

Tues., June 3: Country 
fried steak, mashed Potatoes, 
carrots, strawberries, what 
roll, milk.

Weds., June 4: Beef Roast,  
rice, sweet potato patty, broc-
coli, pear, banana nut muffin, 
, milk.  

Thurs., June 5:  Ham & 
Beans, cole slaw, corn bread 
& margarine, grens, diced 
onion, apricots, milk.  

Fri., June 6:  Spaghetti & 
Meat Sauce , tossed salad & 
dressing, garlic bread, Italian 
beans, pineapple, milk.

open house
Standing before their new hearth are the latest own-
ers of a home built by Culver High School’s building 
trades program, Bill and Robin Harris and family. At 
right is building trades instructor Kyle Elliott, who  
oversaw construction of the house. The Harris fam-
ily is, from left, Bill, Robin, and daughters Shae and 
Allie (in front). This is the 29th year (and 27th house) 
for the building trades program according to Elliot, 
who said next year’s house, located on Thorn Road, is 
planned for Mike and Bonnie Bennett of Culver.  “I’m 
very excited and proud of the kids in the program,” 
said Elliott. Bill Harris echoed his sentiments. “It’s a 
fabulous program,” he said, adding, “That’s all about 
the instructor.”
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First communion
Left: several area children celebrated their first communion May 3 at St. Mary 
of the Lake Catholic Church in Culver. Front row, left to right: Jessica Bradley, 
Elizabeth Pask, Julie Bachman, Lindsey Proskey, Hali Hanley, and Taylor 
Verhaeghe. Middle row: Lucas Vela, Luke Schaller, Klay Verhaeghe, Joshua 
Eberly, Jordan Reinholt, and Roman Vantwoud. Back row: first communion 
teachers Jim and Sasha Pask.
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The Dec., 1933 edition 
of the nationally syndicated 
True Detective magazine 
featured a large spread, with 
photos, on the robbery, “How 
‘Culver’ captured Chicago’s 
marauding gunmen.” That 
article is excerpted below:

The robbers continued to a 
combined woods and swamp 
near the little town of Ober. 
Here, they turned into a road 
that was full of quicksand 
and their car bogged. Riding 
hot on the trail of the fleeing 
Chicago gangsters were Ros-
sow and several members 
of the Instructional Staff at 
Culver Academy. 

Rossow wrote recalling an 
armed posse meeting near 
Bass Lake comprised, among 
others, of  “Mr. Ewald, a 
Culver businessman; Hobart 
Baker, also of Culver, and 
others” 
inc lud-
ing C.A.  
W h i t -
n e y , 
c o m -
mander 
of the 
B l a c k 
H o r s e 
T r o o p , 
w h o m 
Rossow 
placed in 
charge. 
W r o t e 
Rossow:

  “I 
and a small party followed 
the car tracks along the dirt 
road. I...was told that they 
were armed with a sub-ma-
chine gun and automatic 

firearms of various types. 
We cautiously followed the 

tracks of the car into the 
woods. 

“I heard a commotion out-
side of the woods. One of the 
bandits had been driven out 

of the woods ahead of our 
advance and surrendered...
and had cleverly stripped to 
his underwear. He claimed 
that he was a hitchhiker and 

had been kidnapped by the 
bandits. His story was in-
credible, and he was taken 
safely under guard. 

“We waded through the 
swamp, from north to south, 
and one of the members of 
our patrol discovered fresh 
footprints on the edge of the 
swamp and leading into it.

“Just when I started to is-
sue orders to follow the trail 
thoroughly, the second bandit 
uttered a loud cry and sprang 
to his feet. He had hidden 
himself in the water with 
only his head above the sur-
face. He came to his feet with 
both hands high in the air. It 
was Eddie Murphy who, at 
first, wanted us to believe he 
was seining for minnows and 
fell in the swamp.

“In a very tall maple at the 
edge of the swamp we dis-
covered a third bandit who 
gave his name as Jack Gray. 
Gray would have liked us to 
believe he was a woodchop-
per who had become fright-
ened and climbed a tree.  

“I heard some shooting and 
a great commotion on the left 
end of the line.  I proceeded 
to the point of the noise, and 
discovered that Gus Davis 
had stumbled upon two of 
the bandit gang lying in the 
ditch. They gave their names 
as John Patrick and Daniel 
McGeoghegan. 

“By this time, a good rep-
resentation of Culver men 
were in the activity. I noticed 
about me Col. A.R. Elliott, 
Lt. Col. C.F. McKinney, Lt. 
Col. WG. Johnston, Majors J 
.S. Wood, R.A. Throckmor-

ton, and H. W Walmer, Lt. 
Col. WR. Kennedy, Captains 
V.R. Gillespie and Hugh 
Harper, Sgt. Robert Reveley, 
and others. Gen. L.R Gignil-
liat, superintendent of the 
Academy, and Sgt. J.J. Rich 
had arrived and joined us 
in a final swing through the 
woods.”

Much of the stolen money 
was collected from the woods, 
much of it buried under a root 
on a creek bank. The robbers 
were tried in Plymouth, three 
of them sentenced three to 10 
years and three sentenced to 
25 years. The seventh robber 
was eventually arrested in 
Chicago. 

It’s worth noting that the 
reason a small bank in the 
small town of Culver was tar-
geted by Chicago gangsters 
was the State Exchange’s 
remarkable success during 
the Depression. It was the 
only Marshall County bank 
allowed to remain open with 
a Class A rating during Pres. 
Roosevelt’s “bank holiday,” 
and it never borrowed, never 
restricted deposits, cut sala-
ries or skipped a dividend 
during the Depression. In 
fact, the State Exchange only 
grew in success during those 
years, so much so that in 
1935 the bank underwent a 
major remodeling project!

It was rumored that the in-
famous John Dillinger had 
cased the Culver Bank and 
decided it was unsafe to es-
cape the area, apparently 
unbeknownst to the robbers 
who journeyed to Culver that 
May morning 75 years ago.
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The Culver Citizen spe-
cial edition, May 29, 1933:

The State Exchange Bank 
of Culver 
was robbed 
of between 
$8,000 and 
$9,000 this 
morning by 
six bandits 
who entered 
the bank a 
few minutes 
after 9 a.m.

The five 
ordered W.E. 
W a h b u r n 
and W.R. 
Washburn , 
who had just 
parked near 
the enrance 
of the bank, 
to enter with 
their hands 
up. These 
two, along 
with Jessie Crabb and Heine 
Altheide, who were paint-
ing the door, were ordered 

to enter and lie face down 
on the floor. W.O. Osborn, 
cashier of the bank, had seen 

the men get out of their car 
and immedietly turned in the 
alarm. A bandit rushed into 

his office and ordered Os-
born and Miss Martha Wer-
ner to lie on the floor. Rev. 

W.B. Warriner, Steven 
Warren, and Nick Long, 
who were conducting 
business in the bank, 
were also ordered to lie 
down. 

Two men ordered 
the clerks to keep their 
hands up and Carl Ad-
ams, assistant cashier, 
to unlock the vault. 
Meanwhile money was 
being scooped up from 
the cash drawers and 
the bandits scooped up 
the cash in the vault. 

The quartet made a 
hurried exit when the 
outside guard told them 
their driver had been hit 
(by Culver resident Oli-
ver C. Shilling), taking 
Carl Adams and Steven 
Warren with them on 

the running boards as pro-
tection from the gunfire of 
townspeople. The two local 

men were soon shoved off 
the car and the bandits con-
tinued across Road 10 on the 
Dennie Road. The driver col-
lapsed, going into a ditch and 
tunring over. 

A car being driven by Dr. 
C.G . Mackey came upon the 
group and he was ordered 
to get out, five of the men 
continuing on their escape 
and leaving their wounded 
pal behind. The robbery was 
over within three or four 
minutes. 

A large posse of Culver 
citizens, joined by men from 
Plymouth and North Jud-
son and led by Col. Robert 
Rossow, commandant of the 
Culver Military Academy, 
encircled the robbers and all 
but one were caught. One of 
the men was in a tree, another 
submerged up to his neck in 
water, another man with the 
leader of the gang were well 
hidden with only their faces 
showing above the swamp 
water. 
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Summer is upon us and the beautiful town of Culver takes 
on a new dimension.  Many friends are returning from warmer 
parts and the activity level really steps up a notch.  Hopefully 
we can all take a little extra time and enjoy all the good things 
that our community has to offer.

When is the last time you took the time to just sit back and 
think how fortunate we are?  I often state, “If I did nothing 
but count my blessing, I would get nothing done!”  Do you 
remember the last time you said “thank you?”  

Some time ago someone was sharing some thoughts with 
a group of parishioners and shared what I considered to be a 
profound insight, relating to what some call the interior life, 
w h i c h is the life 
of an ac- tive soul, 
that su- pernatural 
d i m e n - sion of the 
h u m a n person. It 
is ulti- m a t e l y 
w h a t separates 
us from the beasts; 
the soul a n i m a t e s 
the con- s c i e n c e , 
the truly human emotions and our rational capacity.

Only humans can truly discover what makes something 
good or evil.  The profound insight to which I alluded re-
ferred to the point when a person first becomes aware of his 
or her interior life.  The speaker suggested that the interior 
life becomes active when a child says “thank you” for the first 
time.  It is at this moment that the child realizes that the world 
is bigger than iteself.  

Our culture values individualism, but what has made this 
country great is its concern for others.  Human rights are the 
direct result of the worth of each and every human being.  
Think of how much more pleasant it is to be around those 
people who are not selfish and are thoughtful and go out of 
their way to serve others.  We are often conditioned to “look 
out for number one,” but in the end that often leads to isola-
tion and loneliness.  Many seem to make it their life’s quest 
to find happiness or to do something that will “make them 
happy,” but real happiness is not found when one looks for 
it, but rather is discovered when one invests their efforts in to 
making others happy.

It seems that many think that religion is about obeying 
rules, following orders and doing good deeds. Many in our 
world seem to think that all this religion stuff is just a myth 
-- in other words , something that is not connected in any 
significant way to real history.  Some even seem to see it as 
something merely to be tolerated, something that uneducated 
people are duped by.  True religion will always lead one to the 
fullness of truth and the experience of joy.   Life will always 
be respected: all life, especially the most vulnerable. 

If religious actions are done to merely fulfill an obligation, 
people will often miss the greatest gift that comes from prac-
ticing religion.  Religion is the means to discover the connec-
tion one really has with God.  Did you know that the word 
“religion” literally means to “reconnect?”  Religion is the 
means to reconnect with God after the original relationship 
with God was severed.  If a person discovers who God re-
ally is, he or she is not driven by fear, a fear that comes often 
from trying to avoid the punishment of a fierce and fiery God; 
rather, one is inspired to live a life as an expression of grati-
tude for the great thing that God has done for him.   No one 
can really “prove” tha God is real; it just makes so much more 
sense than believing in nothing.

Things in nature do not just get more organized. The second 
law of thermodynamics states that things get more disorga-
nized (this is called entropy).  If one throws a 10 piece puzzle 
up in the air a million times, it will never fall in the right 
order.  Even if a person believes in evolution, it is reasonable 
to believe that something seems to guide so called “natural 
selection.”  We are way more complicated than a 10 piece 
puzzle, and to just think we randomly fall into place...? Any-
one who buys that just haa a lot more faith than I do! 

There are many great things to be thankful for here in Cul-
ver. I hope this summer gives us the opportunity to find the 
time to say “thank you,” and indeed deepen our own interior 
life.
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“Thanks” in Culver 
this summer

Pastor’s 
Corner

By Fr. Glenn Khorman
St. Mary of the Lake 

Catholic church

It was 75 years ago today...

The great Culver bank 
robbery of `33

The Culver Citizen, May 31, 1933: 
Notes on the bank robbery...

The Citizen had a special edition on • 
the streets two and one half hours after the 
robbers entered the bank. 

Local citizens used more caution with • 
this robbery than the 1920 robbery, which cost 
one citizen his life. Citizens firing at bandits 
kept well under cover.

A local store reports brisk sales of BB • 
guns to small boys one day after the robbery. 

A copy of the Culver Citizen was • 
found in the bandits’ car. They had good taste 
in reading, anyway.

photo courtesy antiquarian and historical society of culver 
archives

Above: then-publisher M.R. Robinson displays the spe-
cial edition of the Citizen announcing the robbery.

Below: Col. Robert Rossow in later years

Col. Rossow remembers...

Compiled by Jeff Kenney,
Citizen editor
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“Tahse” from page 1
lowed for 150 seats on the 
second floor, Tahse recalls, 
and a stage was built in the 
loft. Downstairs was the lob-
by, complete with refresh-
ment stand for orange juice 
and cookie sales. “I went 
to…a department store and 
said, ‘I’ve got an enormous 
window that I need curtains 
for.’ It took all this material, 
and they gave me a great 
deal. It was a beautiful yel-
low and green, perpendicu-
lar stripe curtain.”

The two employed a stu-
dent at the university as 
stage carpenter and scene 
builder, and began recruiting 
actors at colleges around the 
Midwest, placing signs for 
auditions for summer the-
ater productions, no pay but 

room and board, which was 
enticement enough for many 
actors. “We had a good num-
ber of people to choose from. 
A lot of times enthusiasm 
and determination were re-
placing good acting, but the 
audience was with us, and 
then you can do practically 
anything.”

An extension was added 
to the building for bunking 
actors, with two other small 

structures added for stage 
people. Aggie Brown, wife 
of Academy mess hall wait-
er Roy Brown, became the 
Playhouse cook (“She was 
wonderful!” Tahse recalls 
fondly). A field on Queen 
Road was rented to act as a 
primitive parking lot, and the 
group was able to produce 
approximately seven plays 
per summer, running on one 
week, off the next, with per-
formances Tuesday through 
Sunday. 

“We didn’t sell season tick-
ets,” Tahse notes. “It became 
a habit, something to do, to 
go to the Maxinkuckee Play-
house. The lake (attracted) 
guests of people in cottages 
and so forth, and I don’t think 
there was any other summer 

theater in Indiana that was 
working at that time. There 
was a great big spread in 
the Indianapolis Star at the 
time, a major story. We were 
written up in the South Bend 
papers and the Citizen. Bob 
Rust was really very good to 
us.”

“Paul (Rutledge) directed 
all of (the plays),” Tahse ex-
plains. “I did publicity for 
all of it. We would go out all 
around Argos and Plymouth 
and put up posters…we were 
nice kids; there was nothing 
crazy about us. No drugs, we 
weren’t drunk or anything 
like that. Everybody liked 
us, and there was a nice re-
lationship between the town 
and us. And certainly on the 
east shore: you had to have 
their support. I think Culver 
was ready to do something 
more…I sensed we were 

here at the right time in terms 
of Culver deciding, ‘Let’s be 
something ourselves, and 
not just an appendage to the 
Academy.’”

Tahse says many of the 
theater’s seats were filled, 
even at six performances per 
week. Tickets sold for $2.50 
each, though “we certainly 
never had a profit.” Most 
plays were alternating drama 
and comedies, but no mu-
sicals, at least not until the 
construction of a new, larger 
building housing 300 seats 
and a larger stage in the mid-
1950s. After that, the Play-
house specialized in musi-
cals, says Tahse. And, though 
Rutledge carried on, Tahse 
was gone by 1954, a result 
of his stint in the ROTC at 

Culver, which led to 
his being stationed 
for two years at San 
Antonio, Texas in the 
Air Force. 

The Maxinkuckee 
Playhouse folded in 
1963, with Rutledge 
becoming very suc-
cessful and creating 
the theater depart-
ment at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati 
(Tahse says the two 
remain friends to-
day) and Tahse mov-
ing on to New York, 
landing a job at the 
Cherry Lane The-
ater there as assistant 
stage manager and 
working in the box 
office. Eventually, 
Tahse was employed 
full time by legend-
ary theater producer 
Maurice Evans (“No 
Time for Sergeants,” 
“Teahouse of the Au-
gust Moon,” “Dial 
M for Murder,” and 

many more), whom 
he convinced to create 

touring companies to take hit 
Broadway plays on the road 
to smaller cities like Grand 
Rapids and South Bend. 

By age 25, Tahse had left 
Evans and was working for 
himself producing Broadway 
shows, working with some 
of the most famous talents 
and best-known shows of 
the day. “That started my ca-
reer,” he says. “I did ‘Advice 
and Consent,” “The Miracle 
Worker,’ ‘On a Clear Day 
You Can See Forever.’ They 
would call me up and give 
me the rights to their shows. 
I did 15 of them altogether.”

Tahse’s name undoubtedly 
garnered the most exposure 
to modern audiences for his 
work in television producing 
ABC’s “After School Spe-
cials,” an early television ef-
fort to be marketed to teens, 
says Tahse. “I wanted to do 

movies for TV,” he recalls. 
After his debut “Special,” 
“they offered me an exclu-
sive contract for seven more. 
I produced 26 After School 
Specials, more than anyone, 
and they were all adaptations 
of books. And it worked.”

Stars like Rob Lowe, Fe-
licity Hoffman, and Ben Af-
fleck made their debut on 
the show, which won “all 
kinds of awards,” accord-
ing to Tahse, who adds that 
the DVD sets featuring his 
shows are “pretty popular.”

Besides work in a number 
of other areas, including pro-
ducing the PBS series “Won-
derworks,” Tahse is currently 
involved in a feature (theatri-
cal) movie. But in all those 
years, he never returned to 
Culver, though he doesn’t 
really know why he’s not 
returned to the area he last 
saw in 1954. “I came here on 
a scholarship,” he explains. 
“I owe the Academy a great 
deal. At that time, they only 
gave one a year, and I won 
it.”

“I always had a fondness 
in my heart (for Culver)…
I’m so glad I (came back). I 
thought, ‘Suppose I don’t rec-
ognize anybody, and we have 
a hard time talking to each 
other. Our 27 people I haven’t 
seen for 60 years. There were 
three of us friends, and the 
odd thing is, we started talk-
ing to each other like we just 
left the mess hall yesterday, 
I guess because we lived so 
closely with each other. We 
were each other’s family in a 
broad sense.”

“It was interesting talk-
ing about our teachers. I 
just loved Art Hughes, John 
Mars, and Al Donnely. They 
were incredible teachers; 
they made me what I am. 
That’s what that Academy 
is about: those teachers and 
what they can do for you. 
I said to a couple of guys, 
‘Wouldn’t it have been nice 
if when we were cadets, we 
realized what it was going 
to do for us. We couldn’t do 
that; we were busy shining 
shoes and that sort of thing! 
How lucky we were, fortu-
nate to have so many things 
to take advantage of.”

The changes at Culver in 
the years since his departure, 
says Tahse, haven’t bothered 
him at all, even the addition 
30 years ago of the Culver 
Girls Academy. “Girls were 
different, they changed the 
whole makeup. But I had no 
misgivings when I saw it.

Except, that is, the housing 
of girls in Argonne and Cha-
teau Thierry barracks. Tahse 
smiles, “They were in my 
barracks!”

photo courtesy antiquarian & hist. soc. of culver archives
Maxinkuckee Playhouse founders Martin Tahse, left, and Paul Rutledge at 
the Playhouse in the 1950s.

Decorated World War 
II pilot Herb Heilbrun 
was at honored at Culver 
Academies’ annual Gold 
Star Ceremony on Me-
morial Day, May 26.

During the war, Hei-
lbrun was the Airplane 
Commander of a B-17 
Flying Fortress attached 
to the 15th Air Force, 
301st Bomb Group,  
32nd Squadron in Fog-
gia, Italy. He flew 35 
missions over Europe, 
logging 262 hours of 
combat time.  A squad-
ron leader, his   decora-
tions include five major 
Battle Stars, four Air 
Medals and  

the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross.  He is an hon-
orary member of The Tuskegee Airmen. Fifty years after the 
War, Heilbrun found John Leahr, a Tuskegee Airman, who 
flew as a fighter escort on two of his missions.  

Heilbrun and Leahr learned that they had been third-grade 
classmates, but never knew each other because of  segregation. 
They then vowed to share their story to bring about improved 
interracial understanding. Their story has been aired on Cana-
dian Public Radio, in “Air &  Space Smithsonian Magazine,” 
on The History Channel, on Tom Brokaw’s “NBC Nightly 
News,” and in “Readers Digest.” A book about their lives and 
friendship has just been published

During the ceremony, names of alumni   killed during times 
of conflict, from World War I to Iraq, are  read aloud in the 
Memorial 
C h a p e l . 
F o l l o w -
ing the 
s e r v i c e , 
a sol-
emn pro-
c e s s i o n 
m o v e s 
o u t s i d e , 
where the 
Corps of Ca-
dets honor 
those  fallen 
veterans with 
a 21-gun sa-
lute and mili-
tary review.

( N o t e : 
C o v e r a g e 
of Culver’s 
VFW Memo-
rial Day cer-
emony will 
appear next 
issue).
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Above: Herb Heilbrun. Below: the reviewing line for 
the military parade that followed the ceremony. The 
Gold Star flags – representing the Culver men killed 
in World War I, II, Korea, Vietnam, and operation Iraqi 
Freedom are the five flags held here by cadets. 

photos/ doug haberland,academies communications 
department

WWII vet honored at 
Gold Star ceremony
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By James Costello
Sports Writer

BREMEN — Both Plym-
outh and Culver Academies 
had two athletes qualify for 
state, but the Academies en-
joyed the most success with 
three regional champion-
ships at the 2008 IHSAA 
Girls Track 
R e g i o n a l 
Tournament 
on Tues-
day. Those 
i n d i v i d u a l 
titles pushed 
CGA one 
point ahead 
of Plymouth 
in seventh 
place overall, 
while Penn 
won the team 
meet with a 
dominant 81 
points

Not sur-
p r i s i n g l y , 
Lady Eagles 
distance run-
ner Alex Ban-
fich claimed 
two of CGA’s 
c h a m p i o n -
ships in the 
1600 and 
3200 runs. 
Her 5:10 in 
the mile was 
four seconds 
better than 
her closest 
compet i tor, 
although the 
time repre-
sented an 11-
second slip 
from her seed 
time in the 
event. Banfich 
finished more 
than half a 
minute faster 
than the rest 
of the field in 
the two-mile with a new re-
gional record 10:44.05 time, 
six seconds faster than the 
old record. 

The defending state mile 
and two-mile champ says 
she wasn’t holding back on 
her mile to concentrate on 
the 3200, however.

“On the mile I lost focus, 
and then during that break 
I really re-focused and told 
myself what I really wanted 
to do,” said Banfich.

“She started off well in the 
first 400 of the 1600, but then 
kind of got in the doldrums a 
little bit in the second lap,” 
said CGA track head coach 
Michael Chastain. “She ran 

well, but not kind of what we 
were hoping for. Her training 
is showing that she’s ready to 
run pretty fast.

“It is tough to run out front, 
and that’s been one of her 
weak points, when there’s 
nobody there to press her,” 
he added. “But she gets ex-

cited for the big meets. She’s 
been pretty good about that. 
So we’re looking forward to 
next week, seeing what she 
can do.”

Banfich currently boasts 
three state cross country 
championships and three 
state track championships 
over the course of her ca-
reer with the Eagles. Only 
one runner in IHSAA state 
tournament history, Kanka-
kee Valley’s Celeste Susnis 
boasts more with seven to-
tal. If Banfich wins her two 
events in Bloomington next 
week as she is expected to 
do, she will eclipse Susnis 
with more state titles than 

any other runner in Indiana 
history, male or female.

“It’s certainly something 
that’s been brought up a lot, 
but it’s not the one thing I’m 
focusing on,” Banfich said. 
“I’m going to focus on run-
ning my best, and if that’s 
what my best gets me then 

that’s great, but if my 
best doesn’t get me that 
far, then that’s all I can 
do... It’s a really great 
honor if I can do it, but 
if someone else is bet-
ter than me, and I gave 
my 110 percent, and 
they beat me, then it’s 
theirs. But I’m going 
to give my 110 percent, 
my best, I’m not giving 
anything up.”

“You have to run the 
races next week, and 
we’ll see,” Chastain 
said. “Of course she’s 
going for both of them. 
We’re not backing off 
by any means, but other 
girls want it too.”

Banfich wasn’t the 
only area distance run-
ner to earn a state berth 
Tuesday.

Bremen freshman 
Hope Jordan stayed 
in Banfich’s pocket 
through the first half of 
the 1600 run, and she 
wound up with a third-
place finish for a trip to 
state in her first regional 
race. Jordan’s 5:11.83 
in the race was nearly 
six seconds faster than 
the Bremen record-set-
ting mile she ran 
at sectionals last 
week.

“I had no idea 
I was going to 
do it, I just kept 
my eyes on Alex 
(Banfich) the 
whole time,” Jor-

dan said. “I tried not to 
fall back, and she’s a 
great runner, so I knew 
if I stayed with her I’d 
be good to go.”

Plymouth’s Morgan 
Hite used an altogether 
different strategy in her 
regional runner-up fin-
ish in the two mile. As 
several runners tried 
to stay with Banfich 
for the first three laps, 
they began to run out of 
gas on the second mile. 
Hite, also a state quali-
fier in cross country last 
fall, hung back for the 
first 1600 meters then 
turned it on for the sec-

ond mile and finished with a 
strong kick to surpass Mish-
awaka’s Katelyn Eber-hardt 
and edge her out by two sec-
onds with an 11:15.

“I just like, held off the first 
four and then the last four 
I picked it up, and I knew I 
could get them,” said Hite.

“I was very happy with 
Morgan’s time today,” said 
Plymouth girls track head 
coach Paul Patrick. “She 
broke her school record by 
10 seconds. She just ran very 
confident.”

CGA and Plymouth also 
each had hurdlers advance 
in the 300-meter low hurdles 
Tuesday as well.

Eagle senior Lauren John-
son was the sole competitor 
to break 48 seconds in the 300 
hurdles with a time of 47.30. 
Johnson said she struggled a 
bit to refocus after an initial 
false start, but pulled it out 
in the final stretch for the 
win. It was Johnson’s only 
regional championship of 
her high school career, not to 
mention her only state berth 
in any event.

“It’s overwhelming, very 
overwhelming,” said John-
son. “It took a lot to get there. 
A lot of work. A couple years 
ago I didn’t think I could 
make it past sectionals, and I 
just really worked hard these 
past two years trying to get 
my time down. My goal this 
year was to make it to state. 
It didn’t matter if I won sec-
tionals or regionals or not, it 
was just to get those times 

down and do what I could for 
my team.”

Plymouth’s Holly Nifong 
gutted out an ankle injury 
and got over a difficult fifth-
place finish in the 100-meter 
hurdles to earn third in the 
300 event behind Johnson. 

“I’m really happy to get to 
state,” said Nifong. “It was 
my goal to get to state in one 
thing. It’s my very last year... 
I found out going into it I 
was supposed to get second, 
and I wasn’t going to let that 
get to me; I can’t, like, dog it. 
I knew I was going to have 
to work for it, and I got third 
and that’s fine with me.

“My coach talked to me 
and everybody told me that I 
just have to put (the 100-me-
ter hurdles) behind me, that 
there are other races I can 
excel in. So I just listened to 
what everybody was telling 
me and got my head out of 
the gutter.”

Also for Plymouth, senior 
Leslie Swihart made strong 
showings in all three of her 
events, to place sixth in the 
100 meter dash, fifth in the 
400 meter run and contribute 
in the Pilgrims’ fourth-place 
finish in the 1600 meter re-
lay, although she fell short 
of advancement in her final 

year with the team.
“The thing that I feel bad 

about is that Leslie (Swihart) 
didn’t get out,” said Patrick. 
“I love the girl. She’s been the 
most valuable player on our 
team for three years straight, 
all the years that I’ve been 
head coach. She’s a dream 
kid. I can’t say enough good 
things about her. It’s just sad 
to see her career come to an 
end.”

Additonally at Bremen, 
Culver Community’s Alicia 
Allen placed seventh in the 
long jump with a 15-9 jump, 
and John Glenn’s Amy Shirk  
— who became eligible to 
run after a late scratch at the 
Bremen Sectional last week 
— took sixth behind Swihart 
in the 400-meter dash. Plym-
outh’s Kelsey Houin placed 
fifth in the pole vault with a 
9-9, a full foot and 3 inches 
higher than her seed in the 
event. Bremen’s Jordan also 
finished eighth in the 800-
meter run.

• 2008 IHSAA Girls Re-
gional at Bremen

Top three individuals/relay 
teams advance to state finals 
plus those who meet state 
standards.

PENN WINS FIRST 
GIRLS REGIONAL TITLE; 
RECORDS SET IN 3,200 
AND HIGH JUMP
Team scores: Penn 81, Mishawaka 
58.33, Warsaw 54, Elkhart Memorial 
50, South Bend Clay 41, Culver Girls 
Academy 36, Plymouth 35, Northridge 
34.44, Goshen 31, South Bend Riley 
29, South Bend St. Joseph’s 28, South 
Bend Adams 21, Western 16, Fairfield 
13, Northwestern 12, Kokomo 

11, Elkhart Central 11, Concord 9, 
Mishawaka Marian 7, Bremen 7, 
Logansport 7, oak Hill 6, Eastern 
(Greentown) 6, Manchester 6, Glenn 
3, Culver Community 2, Madison-
Grant 2, Wawasee 1, North Miami 
1, Tippecanoe Valley 1, LaVille 1, 
South Bend Washington 1, Jimtown 
1, Maconaquah .33.
4x800 relay: 1, Warsaw (Courtnie Lyke, 
Ashley Henry, Cendall ogle, Erica 
Ridderman), 9:38.40. 2, Mishawaka 
(Katelyn Eberhardt, Emily Thomsen, 
Ashley Name, Emily Haines), 9:39.07. 
3, Penn (Katie Husband, Sarah 
Hutchings, Jackie Tachman, Valerie 
Burns), 9:39.97. 4, Northridge 9:50.05. 
5, S.B. St. Joseph’s 9:52.48. 6, Culver 
Girls Academy 10:04.86. 7, Goshen 
10:11.94. 8, S.B. Riley 10:17.78.
100: 1, Kierra Allen, S.B. Clay, 
12.57. 2, Savannah Newsome, S.B. 
Adams,  12.60. 3, Tayler Turner, S.B. 
St. Joseph’s, 12.84. 4, Leslie Swihart, 
Plymouth, 12.90. 5, Brianna Ross, 
Elkhart Memorial, 12.94. 6, Chloe 
Brooks, Concord, 12.97. 7, Nikketta 
Marbury, Elkhart Central, 13.10.
100 Hurdles: 1, Jacquese Donaldson, 
S.B. Riley, 15.27. 2, Lauren Brown, 
Penn, 15.74. 3, Jennifer Krumwiede, 
Elkhart Memorial, 16.21. 4, Meghan 
Czarnecki, S.B. St. Joseph’s, 16.24. 5, 
Kait Redman, Penn, 16.28. 6, Lauren 
Johnson, Culver Girls Academy, 
16.31. 7, Holly Nifong, Plymouth, 
16.48. 8, Nicole MacLain, Plymouth, 
16.51.
200: 1, Alyssa Hummel, Penn, 26.17. 
2, Elese Daniel, S.B. Clay, 26.47. 3, 
Savannah Newsome, S.B. Adams, 
26.64. 4, Chloe Brooks, Concord, 
26.91. 5, Kaila Stevens, Goshen, 26.94. 
6, Cara Earlywine, Western, 27.17. 7, 
Crystal Delafuente, Wawasee, 27.22. 
8, Betsy Floyd, Madison-Grant, 27.46.
1600: 1, Alex Banfich, Culver Girls 
Academy, 4:59.05, STND. 2, Erica 
Ridderman, Warsaw, 5:10.40. 3, Hope 

Jordan, Bremen, 5:11.83. 4, Diamond 
Setterberg, Fairfield, 5:19.14. 5, Allie 
Pladson, Northridge, 5:19.84. 6, Ana 
Paez, Elkhart Memorial, 5:22.58. 7, 
Emily Haines, Mishawaka, 5:27.68. 8, 
Elaine Schmeltz, LaVille, 5:34.89.
4x100 relay: 1, Elkhart Memorial 
(Kristina Bettis, Javonda Ruff, Kiesha 
Gates, Brianna Ross), 50.36. 2, S.B. St. 
Joseph’s (Meghan Czarnecki, Kristine 
Kowalski, Molly Moskwinski, Tayler 
Turner), 50.66. 3, Northridge (Connie 
Smith, Dana Christner, Morgan 
Lewallen, Nikkie Smeltzer), 51.12. 4, 
Warsaw 51.19. 5, Penn 51.26. 6, S.B. 
Adams 51.32. 7, Western 51.54. 8, S.B. 
Clay 51.57.
400: 1, Kaila Stevens, Goshen, 57.49, 
STND. 2, Elese Daniel, S.B. Clay, 57.86, 
STND. 3, Lauren Pridgen, Warsaw, 
58.36. 4, Kierra Allen, S.B. Clay, 58.56. 
5, Leslie Swihart, Plymouth, 1:00.73. 6, 
Amy Shirk, Glenn, 1:01.26. 7, Marshe’ 
Goodman, Elkhart Memorial, 1:02.48. 
8, Typhani White, S.B. Washington, 
10:02.68.
300 hurdles: 1, Lauren Johnson, 
Culver Girls Academy, 47.73. 2, Lauren 
Brown, Penn, 48.07. 3, Holly Nifong, 
Plymouth, 48.30. 4, Kristine Kowalski, 
S.B. St Joseph’s, 48.43. 5, Corinne 
Coon, Warsaw, 49.50. 6, Zoe Wolfe, 
Zoe, Eastern (Greentown), 49.76. 7, 
Baleigh Deitrich, Logansport, 49.92. 
8, Kathleen Newsome, Tippecanoe 
Valley, 49.96.
800: 1, Ashley Name, Mishawaka, 
2:16.75, STND. 2, Melissa Kauffman, 
Northridge, 2:17.71. 3, Maria 
Catanzarite, S.B. Riley, 2:18.18. 4, 
Audrey Johnson, Manchester, 2:21.89. 
5, Elizabeth Majewski, Mishawaka 
Marian, 2:23.45. 6, Cendall ogle, 
Warsaw, 2:24.52. 7, Erica Ridderman, 
Warsaw 2:25.09. 8, Hope Jordan, 
Bremen, 2:27.49.
3200: 1, Alex Banfich, Culver Girls 
Academy, 10:44.05, STND (REGIoNAL 
RECoRD; old 10:51.23 set by Rachel 
Stichter of Wawasee in 2005). 2, 
Morgan Hite, Plymouth, 11:15.95. 
3, Katelyn Eberhardt, Mishawaka, 
11:18.68. 4, Rachel Hollinger-Janzen, 
Goshen, 11:22.32. 5, Skylair Hilton, 
Northridge, 11:31.96. 6, Caitlyn 
Koscielski, Mishawaka Marian, 
11:41.24. 7, Karissa Cominator, 
Northridge, 11:41.41. 8, Emily Dean, 
Jimtown, 11:49.81.

4x400: 1, 
G o s h e n 
( K e l s e y 
Peters, Laura 
Sorg, Jillian 
Zimmerman, 
Kaila Stevens), 
4:03.36. 2, 
Warsaw (Sam 
Carter, Emily 
H i c k e r s o n , 
Leah Moore, 
L a u r e n 
P r i d g e n ) , 
4:04.36. 3, 
Penn (Natalie 
obren, Alissa 
P e n l a n d , 
S a r a h 
H u t c h i n g s , 
L i n d s a y 
S a r v a r i ) , 
4:04.76. 4, 
P l y m o u t h 
4:08.56. 5, 
N o r t h r i d g e 
4:11.63. 6, S.B. 
Clay 4:12.60. 7, 
Northwestern 
4:13.23. 8, 
M anchester 
4:15.51.
High jump: 
1, Megan 
S c h u b e r t , 

Northwestern, 
5-07.50, STND (RECoRD; old 5-7 set 
by Danielle Kerr of Pioneer in 1999). 
2, Ebony James, S.B. Riley, 5-02. 3, Kait 
Hendershot, Penn, 5-02. 4, Kaylee 
Lapierre, Elkhart Central, 5-01. 4, 
Tazmyn Mason, Elkhart Central, 5-01. 
6, Zoe Wolfe, Eastern (Greentown), 
5-01. 7, Sable Staller, Western, 5-1. 8, 
Mashilah Powell, Kokomo, 5-0.
Long jump: 1, Sarah Mott, Mishawaka, 
17-04.50, STND. 2, Brianna Ross, 
Elkhart Memorial, 17-01.50. 3, Yalana 
Smalls, S.B. Clay, 16-11.75. 4, Jennifer 
Krumwiede, Elkhart Memorial, 16-10. 
5, Ashlin Sanders, S.B. Riley, 16-04.50. 
6, Rachel Voorhorst, Warsaw 15-11. 7, 
Alicia Allen, Culver Community, 15-
9.5. 8, Heather Willoughby, Concord, 
15-8.
Discus: 1, Jasmine Watson, Elkhart 
Memorial, 117-02. 2, Bellosie 
Frazier, Mishawaka, 114-10. 3, 
Lindsey Kuespert, Mishawaka, 114-
09. 4, Katie Kraft, Penn, 111-10. 5, 
Elizabeth Chandler, Western, 108-06. 
6, Christina Carter, oak Hill, 107-02. 
7, Samantha Stephenson, Elkhart 
Memorial, 106-0. 8. Lauren Adams, 
Northridge, 100-5.
Shot put: 1, Ashley Dewitt, Kokomo, 
43-00.75, STND. 2, Bellosie Frazier, 
Mishawaka, 40-02. 3, M.J. Doan, 
Penn, 39-03.75. 4, Sarah Shilling, 
Warsaw 38-08. 5, Janett Thomas, S.B. 
Adams, 37-07. 6, Christina Carter, oak 
Hill, 36-11.50. 7, Elizabeth Chandler, 
Western, 35-3. 8. Amy Mathias, North 
Miami, 35-0.5.
Pole vault: 1, Alyssa Johnston, Penn, 
11-00. 2, Lauren Rice, Penn, 10-06. 
3, Jade Bobeck, Fairfield, 9-09. 4, 
Brittany Bullard, Logansport, J9-09. 
5, Kelsey Houin, Plymouth, J9-09. 6, 
Nikki McCracken, Western, 9-06. 7, 
Emily Sharkey, Fairfield, 9-0. 8, Robyn 
Grenier, Mishawaka, 9-0.

By Ron Haramia
Correspondent

SOUTH BEND — Mar-
shall County was well rep-
resented, but came up just 
short on both accounts.

The girls tennis teams 
from Plymouth and Culver 
Girls Academy battled for 
almost three hours, but both 
saw their fine seasons end by 
identical 3-2 scores during the 
regional semifinals played at 
Leeper Park in South Bend. 
South Bend St. Joseph’s (13-
3) and Penn (16-3) will meet 
tonight for the chance to play 
in Saturday’s semistate.

PENN 3, CGA 2
Coming in with a com-

bined season record of 29-5, 
the CGA-Penn match came 
down to the No. 2 singles po-
sition. The Lady Eagles’ first 
two points came from an im-
pressive win at No. 2 doubles 
by Brindy Hamstra and Jes-
sica Simon and a three-setter 
at No. 3 singles from Brady 
Banks.

Senior standout Romina 
Clemente was upset at No. 1 
singles though, and the No. 1 
doubles team of Jocelyn Kin-
sey and Jill Sitjar took Penn’s 
top duo to three sets before 
succumbing, setting the stage 
for the winner-take-all match 
on the second singles court.

“I thought we’d get the win 
at No. 2 doubles,” said head 
coach Alan Loehr. “We’ve 
got a spunky freshman there 
(Simon) who is talented, 
combined with a good steady 
server (Hamstra) and Brady 
was her usual steady self.”

The surprising loss for 
Clemente, who will play at 
Davidson University next 
fall, was just the sixth in her 
remarkable four-year career. 
She leaves CGA with a mark 
of 78-6, playing No. 1 the 
last three years.

After narrowly losing 6-4 
in the first set at No. 2 singles, 
senior Jessica Kutch won the 
second by the same score. 
With the match on the line in 

the third set, Kutch was still 
hitting with the same power 
as earlier in the match, but 
Penn’s Heather Anderson 
was able to hit just enough 
well-placed passing shots to 
win the deciding third set for 
the team victory.

“Penn played well defen-
sively and we gave them 
some added opportunities 
that they took advantage of,” 
added Loehr. “With a match 
this tight, a point different 
here or there and maybe we 
win it.”
• PENN 3, 
  CGA 2
Regional Semifinals 
At Leeper Park (South Bend)
SINGLES: 1. Johanna Manningham 
(P) def. Romina Clemente 6-3, 6-4; 
2. Heather Anderson (P) def. Jessica 
Kutch 6-4, 4-6, 6-2; 3. Brady Banks 
(CGA) def. Cara Rectanus 6-3, 3-6, 
6-0.
DoUBLES: 1. Cara Pond/ MacKenzie 
Austgen (P) def. Jocelyn Kinsey/
Jill Sitjar 6-0, 6-7 (3), 6-1; 2. Brindy 
Hamstra/Jessica Simon (CGA) def. 
Sophie Lauer/Kathleen Keller (P) 6-
2, 6-4.
Records: Penn 16-3, CGA 14-3 (final)

CGA Tennis ends fine 
season at regionals

photo/James costello
Above: Culver Community’s Alicia Allen runs at the 
Bremen Regional Tuesday.

At right: CGA’s Alex Banfich, front, and Bremen’s Hope 
Jordan, behind her, run in the first lap of the 1600 
meter run at the Bremen Girls Track Regional Tuesday. 
Banfich won the race and Jordan placed third to earn 
berths at the state finals next week.

CGA, CHS girls make mark at 
IHSAA track tournament
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The top five students of 
Culver Community High 
School, class of 2008 are (in 
alphabetical order): Lyndsey 
Fisher, Kylie Gunder, Ashley 
Jones, Racheal Looney, and 
Mitch Page. 

Graduation exercises were 
Friday, May 23 in the school’s 
gymnasium. Mr. Albert Han-
selman, principal, will pres-
ent the class and Mr. Brad 
Schuldt, superintendent, will 
award the di-
plomas. 

L y n d s e y 
Fisher, daugh-
ter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Tim Ow-
ens and Mr. 
Mark Fisher, 
was a two year 
member of 
National Hon-
or Society and 
band. For four 
years she has 
been a mem-
ber of Spanish 
Club and was 
secretary her 
senior year, 
cheerleader, 
and member 
of Business 
Professionals 
of America, of which she was 
vice president of the chapter 
for three years, district presi-
dent one year, Member of 
the Year one year, and state 
vice president one year. For 
three years she was on the 
Academic Superbowl team 
and a member of CAVS Club 
(Community Alliance for 
Volunteer Service) for which 
she served one year as team 
leader and president her se-
nior year. She was a two 
year member of Industrial 
Tech club, CYCO (Culver 
Youth Community Organiza-
tion), and Future Educators 
of which she was vice presi-
dent one year. For one year 
she was a member of the 
track team and National Ju-

nior Honor Society. She also 
was a Girls State delegate. 
Lyndsey will attend Purdue 
University in Lafayette and 
study pre-med.

Kylie Gunder, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Gunder, 
was a two year member of 
National Honor Society and 
Future Educators. For four 
years she belonged to the 
Science Club, French Club 
(vice president one year), 

and was a cheer-
leader. She also was a mem-
ber of the volleyball team for 
four years. For three years 
she was on Student Council 
and the softball team. She 
belonged to Business Profes-
sionals of America for three 
years being vice president 
one year and district presi-
dent one year. Kylie will at-
tend St. Joseph’s College in 
Rensselaer studying business 
and marketing.

Ashley Jones, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Jones, was 
a two year member of Na-
tional Honor Society band, 
Future Educators, softball, 
CAVS Club (vice president 
one year), and CYCO. She 
was a member of Science 

Club (vice president one 
year), French Club (secretary 
one year), soccer, and the Ac-
ademic Superbowl team. For 
three years she belonged to 
BPA, Cavalcade (yearbook), 
of which she was editor in 
chief for two years. For one 
year she was a member of 
Drama Club and was a Girls 
State delegate. Ashley will 
attend Purdue University in 
the fall to study business and 

communication. 
Racheal Looney, 

daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Larry Looney, 
was a two year 
member of National 
Honor Society, stu-
dent council (vice 
president one year) 
and Caval Crier. 
She was a four 

year member of 
Spanish Club 
and soccer. For 
three years she 
belonged to Sci-
ence Club and 
was secretary 
and vice presi-
dent for one year 
each. She was a 
one year mem-
ber of Drama 
Club and track. 

She was her ninth grade class 
secretary and president of the 
senior class. Racheal will at-
tend Indiana University/Pur-
due University Indianapolis 
to study pre-dentistry. 

Mitch Page, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Todd Page, has been a 
member of band and Spanish 
Club for two years. He was 
a member of National Ju-
nior Honor Society. For one 
year he was on the Academic 
Superbowl team and was 
a teaching assistant. Mitch 
plans to attend Ancilla Col-
lege in the fall to study math-
ematics. 

Culver High School’s 
Top Five: from left, 
Lyndsey Fisher, Kylie 
Gunder, Ashley Jones, 
Racheal Looney, and 
Mitch Page.

photos submitted

Culver High School’s Top 
Five students
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Rewarding READers
Representatives of the Culver VFW Men’s Auxiliary were on hand May 20 to sponsor the Culver 
Elementary School’s READ program’s reading incentive event for the fourth and final nine weeks 
of school. A total of 363 CES students from all grades saw the movie “Horton Hears a Who” at the 
Uptown Cinema in Culver thanks to a $450 donation to the program, according to Doug Bernhardt, 
treasurer of the auxiliary, who said READ coordinator and kindergarten teacher Janna VanDePutte 
brought to the group the need for sponsorship.  Students who met their reading goals attended one 
of three showings of the film. 

Representing the auxiliary are, from left to right, Ken VanDePutte, chaplain, Glenn Whitmarsh, presi-
dent, and Bernhardt. At right is Janna VanDePutte. Students, left to right, include third grader Vedrana 
Stefanic, kindergarteners owen Valiqet and Aysia Conley, and third grader Aaron James. 

Wax museum
Culver Elementary School fifth grader Megan 
Yeager plays California governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger as part of teacher Raeanne 
Stevens’ annual “Wax Museum,” in which stu-
dents create backdrops complete with “but-
tons” for other students to push in order to 
hear explanations of the historical figure each 
fifth grader has chosen. According to Stevens, 
students must research the life and accomplish-
ments of their chosen subject and memorize 
their explanation for other students’ benefit. 

citizen photo/Jeff kenney



Kelly Ahlenius Alicia Allen Ashley Bailey Kasi Browning Stanley Budd Ben Buschman

Anjelica Bush Tony Clark Jasmin Crockett Kassie Crum Chris Crump Tori Daugharty 

Jon Davis Conlan Deery Ashton Duke Amanda Esparza Lyndsey Fisher John Girard

Jessie Good Jillian Graves Jon Greene Kylie Gunder Lucas Hanselman Cole Hinderlider

Monica Hipsher Jade Hutchinson Emily Jenkinson Kelsey Johnson Ashley Jones Matt Kornblith

Reannon Lewis Tiffany Leyva Megan Loehmer Racheal Looney Kenton Lovely Matt Marrs
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Linley Master Nicole McGraw Lindsey McKee Jessica Measels Sam Mersch Sarah Mikesell

Chris Montgomery Drew Norwich Mitch Page Lacier Pier Steve Reid Tiffany Reynolds 

Michael Russell Loren Salzer Dave Sheridan Kirsten Shipley Amanda Snyder Alex Stevens

Matthew Stewart Stuart Thomas Haley VanMeter Ashley VanSky oscar Voorhees Trevor Weldon 

Jessica White Brianna Wilson Michael Wise Lindsey Wolverton Jordan Wright Jenny Ziaja
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Zachary Faylor Margaret Herbert Kylie Hermanson Evan Iwaniec Colin Lasko
 

Clara MacNeil
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Whale of a tale
‘Moby Dick: the Musical’ hits Academy stage

Several notable attributes will mark the Culver Academies’ final student theater perfor-
mance of the 2007-2008 school year. Among other features, the play – “Moby Dick: The 
Musical” – will be a swan song for Dr. Richard Davies, who retires at the end of this semes-
ter after more than 40 years of teaching at the school. Davies plays the head mistress of St. 
Godley’s boarding school for wayward girls, who decides to stage a play to help raise money 
for the struggling school, choosing a recently-completed musical penned by one of the girls 
and based on the classic noel, “Moby Dick.”

Another unusual facet of the play is the use of Eppley auditorium’s orchestra pit, the first 
time since the building’s recent renovation – which included the addition of the Steinbrenner 
Performing Arts Center – that the pit has been used. The pit, according to theater director 

Richard Coven, had 
been covered by a 
permanent apron 
for at least the past 
20 years.

The play, says 
Coven, is based on 
an old British mov-
ie series about the 
girls of St. Trillian’s 
school in England, 
shifted to America 
and altered in name 
for the US stage 
version. The play 
interweaves the sto-
ry of the school and 
its cast of characters 
with the familiar tale 
of the great white 
whale interpreted 
with parodies of a 
number of Broad-
way musical styles. 
Davies – when not 
playing the head 
mistress – plays 
the famous Captain 
Ahab, hunter of 
Moby Dick himself. 
“Even though it’s 
the story of Moby 
Dick,” says Coven, 
“it’s done in a fun 
way. If you’ve read 
the book or seen the 

movie, you’ll recognize the story.”
The play will hit the Eppley stage at 7:30 p.m. on Sat., May 24, Thurs., May 29, and Fri., 

May 30, and is free and open to the public.  

photo/lewis kopp
In the photo above, Culver 
Academies students Joyniece 
Kirkland (center) and (left  to right) 
Riley Scott and Riley Smith as stu-
dent actors, and -- in the photo at 
right -- Dr. Richard Davies in a final 
performance before his retirement 
after more than 40 years teaching 
at the Academy. All are onstage in 
“Moby Dick: the Musical,” the final 
theatrical production of the school’s 
2007-08 school year.

Andrew overmyer Bethany Pilarski Kyler Scott

Kristi Smith Ana Paula Tosi Tyler Weddington
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The Milk Processor Edu-
cation Program (MilkPEP) 
and USA Today have chosen 
Plymouth, Ind., native and 
Culver Girls Academy senior 
Alex Banfich as one of the 25 
winners of the 11th annual 
“Scholar Athlete Milk Mus-
tache of the Year” (SAMMY 
2008) Award Program.  She 
was selected from a pool of 
nearly 65,000 applicants. 
Judging of the SAMMY 
2008 nominees was based 
on five criteria: academic 
performance, athletic excel-
lence, leadership, commu-
nity service, and applicants’ 
milk experience essay.

Preliminary judging 

was conducted by a quali-
fied group of educators and 
coaches who selected the 75 
finalists. A panel of celebrity 
judges (Mia Hamm, Tony 
Hawk, Michelle Kwan, Steve 
Nash, or Andy Roddick) then 
selected the final winners. As 
a winner, Alex will receive 
the following:

A $7,500 college scholar-
ship from Milk which will be 
forwarded directly to the col-
lege or university she plans 
to attend (Princeton).

An invitation for her and 
her parents and/or guardians 
to attend a SAMMY 2008 
weekend June 27 through 29 
at the Disney World Com-

plex in Orlando.
An opportunity to be pic-

tured in special congratula-
tory Milk Mustache ads in 
June editions of USA Today 
and “ESPN Magazine”

Alex looks to defend her 
1,600 and 3,200-meter state 
championships on Friday, 
May 30, at Indiana Univer-
sity. Victories in those races 
would make her the most 
decorated runner in Indiana 
high school history, with a 
total of eight state champion-
ships in cross country (three) 
and track and field (five) 
combined.

CGA’s Banfich receives national recognition
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