
Amidst a bright and breezy 
background of colorful Sun-
fish sails and seagulls, the 
Culver Boys & Girls Club 
managed not only to raise 
around $$38,000, but to 
have fun doing it. 

That may come as no 
surprise, since the annual 
CBGC auction has become a 
staple of summer social and 
charitable activity in the Cul-
ver area, but it didn’t happen 
without boats full of hard 
work and activity on the part 
of volunteers, both on and 
off the CBGC board. 

Event coordinator and 
board member Mary Szy-
musiak noted that several 
months went into the plan-
ning of the event, a silent 
auction with food and drinks 

donated by a number of area 
restaurants and an almost 
endless array of items donat-
ed by an almost equally end-
less number of area individ-
uals, businesses, and groups. 
“Without such generous do-
nors,” notes Szymusiak, “an 
event like tonight wouldn’t 
be possible. It takes a lot of 
coordination with creating 
the catalog, to signs and dec-
orations, to food; it’s a team 
effort and we’re well sup-
ported by lots of people.”

She cited Mary Anna Swe-
nummson, who coordinated 
the auction items, as instru-
mental along with Ginny and 
Grant Munroe, who handled 
publicity, as well as Carol 
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Culver community lead-
ers spoke at the Chamber of 
Commerce in Culver’s June 
dinner meeting held at Gla-
die’s Deli. Subjects covered 
a wide range of topics from 
proposed town infrastructure 
plans, lake environmental 
issues, and upcoming civic 
events. 

Jane Grund, Lake Max-
inkuckee Assoc. director, told 
members that a recent Lake 
Enhancement Grant would 
be used to add an additional 
six officers for lake patrol. 
A grant from the Marshall 
County County Community 
Foundation from the Ralph 
C Vonnegut, Jr. Endowment 
Fund will be used to remove 
a large rock submerged at the 
end of Edwards Lane. The 
rock has long been a boon to 
the marinas and an anathema 
to Culver boaters. Dave Coo-
per, Marshall County Dive 
Team member, checked the 
rock and said it seems to be 
a huge boulder covered with 

zebra mussels. Many un-
suspecting boaters have had 
their day on the water ruined 
after colliding with this behe-
moth.

Kathy Clark,LMEC direc-
tor, reported that they had 
also received a Vonnegut 
grant through MCCF that 
will allow focus programs on 
the hydrilla plant. Part of the 
grant will be used to search 
for hydrilla and part used for 
educational purposes. Clark 
also reported as president of 
the Culver Redevelopment 
Commission, on plans to re-
vitalize the West Jefferson St. 
corridor making it an attrac-
tive venue for low-impact 
industry.

Reporting for the Cul-
ver Tree Commission, Dick 
Brantingham said 48 trees 
were planted in 2007 and 51 
in 2008. After members of 
the commission did a town 
wide survey, Brantingham 
said an additional 942 trees 
could be added to the town’s 

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

For the third time since the 
position was created several 
years ago, Culver is without 
a town manager. 

The resignation of Sean 
McDermott, who began his 
tenure as the town’s third 
manager in October, 2007, 
was announced at the June 10 
town council meeting, bring-
ing an end to curiosity and 
rumors as to McDermott’s 
whereabouts in the commu-
nity, from which he had been 
apparently absent for more 
than a week. 

During the citizen in-
put portion of the meeting, 
council members said that 
McDermott gave no reason 
for the move in his resig-
nation letter, with town at-
torney Ron Gifford adding 
that he suspected rising gas 
prices related (McDermott 
frequently visited his home 
state of Michigan). Council 
members did confirm that 
the position of town manager 
will remain in Culver, and 
that the town will seek a re-
placement for McDermott. A 
time frame for hiring a new 
manager will be determined 
at a June 18, 8 a.m. council 
work session. 

In the absence of the town 
manager, the council estab-
lished liaisons between its 
members and various town 
departments. Council mem-
ber Ginny Munroe will act as 
EMS liaison, Lynn Overmy-
er as fire department liaison, 
Ed Pinder as streets and sew-
ers liaison, Ralph Winters as 
town park liaison, and Sally 
Ricciardi as police depart-
ment liaison.

A night of transitions for 
the council continued with 
the reorganization of the 
board. Council president 
Ralph Winters announced his 
own resignation as president 
of the council, a position he 
has held since the beginning 
of the year. Winters cited in-
volvement in an unnamed 
charity with a large budget 
that is in need of his time. 

Replacing Winters as presi-
dent by vote of the council 
was Sally Ricciardi, with 
Lynn Overmyer taking over 
as vice president.   

Resolving a long-debated 
matter, the council also vot-
ed to mill and repave Lake 
Shore Drive in Culver, from 
the intersection of Main 
Street to the Original Root 
Beer Stand area. The present 
street will be milled one and 
a half inches down, and side 
roads will be repaved 50 feet 
from each intersection, all at 
a cost of $89,680. The work 
has been promised completed 
before Lakefest in mid-July, 
with one lane milled at a time 
to allow traffic flow, though 
Ricciardi predicted some 
traffic backup and recom-
mended residents detouring 
during the work. Work will 
halt during the weekends, the 
busiest period for traffic in 
the area. 

Property owner Dave 
Beggs was on hand to ad-
dress the council concern-
ing a home he’s renovating 
at 334 and 336 S. Main St., 
discussed by the council in 
previous meetings. Ricciardi 
and Overmyer noted that a 
number of citizens have ex-
pressed concern about the 
house sitting on elevated 
“stilts” for some time, and 
about the safety of children 
who might be attracted to 
the area. Beggs said fittings 
would be poured the next 

day for the building, and that 
the house should be on the 
ground within 30 days, once 
the concrete dries. 

Ricciardi asked that the 
temporary safety fence used 
at the site also be placed 
around the building’s porch, 
which Beggs said he can 
do. He added that the house 
is “safer up in the air now 
than it was before. They just 
had two by fours and blocks 
holding it up.” 

The council also passed 
the first reading of a new 
ordinance amending the ex-
isting sewer ordinance to 
penalize restaurants not com-
plying with town regulations 
regarding safe grease trap 
maintenance. “This gives us 
more teeth in the handling 
the situation,” said Gifford. 
“Whenever it results in sew-
er overflow into lake, we’ve 
got a problem.”

The council will send a let-
ter to restaurants apprising 
them of the ordinance, and it 
was affirmed that the public 
schools, the Culver Acad-
emy, and Miller’s Merry 
Manor are also subject to the 
ordinance.

Fire chief Mike Grover told 
the council the department’s 
new siren near the intersec-
tion of State Road 10 and 
Lake Shore Drive – a source 
of much discussion at recent 
meetings -- is operational af-
ter a final testing earlier that 
day. He also said the depart-
ment is working on the siren 
at the town hall, which is to 
replace the State Road 10 
siren as a fire whistle with a 
date of July 15 for a final de-
cision on the matter. Grover 
reported that he has been in 
communication with home 
and business owners near the 
new siren to keep them in 
communication as to prog-
ress on the town hall siren. 

In other news, the coun-
cil approved public library 
employee Alison Schuldt’s 
request to close Main Street 
downtown for the Taste of 

CHS class of `68
reunion June 28

The Culver High School 
class of 1968 will hold its 
40th class reunion June 28 in 
the upstairs room at the VFW 
on Washington St. in Culver.

Anyone who would like 
to visit with classmates from 
that year should feel free to 
stop by from 1-5 p.m. Ques-
tions may be directed to Ca-
rin Clifton
Culver jr. football,
cheerleading signups

Culver junior football and 
cheerleading sign-ups will 
take place June 21, from 12 to 
4 p.m. at the Culver Elemen-
tary School gym.Those with 
questions may contact Ron 
James at 574-542-2783.
Lakefest fireworks

Donations are being sought 
to help offset the cost of this 
year’s Lakefest fireworks. 
Those wishing to contribute 
(the Marshall Co. Commu-
nity Foundattion handles the 
fund) are asked to send checks 
to the LakeFest committee 
at P.O. Box 146, Culver, IN 
46511. The committee also 
reminds readers to mark their 
calendars for this years 25th 
anniversary festival, which 
takes place over the weekend 
of July 18-20. Information 
and a special LakeFest insert 
will appear in future issues of 
the Citizen.
Lake Assoc. hog roast 
takes place June 28

The Lake Maxinkuckee 
Association will holds its 
fourth annual hog roast Sat., 
June 28, at the Maxinkuckee 
Country Club, 1641 East 
Shore Dr. Cocktails (cash 
bar) begin at 6:30 p.m. and 
dinner at 7:15 p.m. A raffle 
(grand prize drawing will be 
for $500 cash), live auction 
and silent auction will be 
part of the festivities. Tickets, 
at $25 each, are available at 
the Culver Coffee Company, 
Culver Communications, 
Cafe Max, Portside Marina, 
and Osborn’s Mini Mart, 
through Max Assoc. mem-
bers, or by emailing lakedir@
culcom.net. Tickets will also 
be available at the door, and 
will be an entry for the prize 
drawing. Proceeds benefit the 

In Brief

See Brief, page 2

Also in this issue:
Council fire memories--page A4

Culver summer camp past and present-- page B1, B4

Siefert’s new book hits the stands -- page B3

A peek at the new playground-- page B3

Tireless for Culver’s youth
citizen Photo/jeff kenney

Above: John and Carol Zeglis, above, were honored Sat. night as Volunteers of the Year at 
the Culver Boys & Girls Club annual auction, held at the multi-purpose building on Culver 
Academies’ campus. John Zeglis acted as MC for the event, while wife Carol handled the 
elaborate, nautical-themed decorations; both have contributed tirelessly — both in financial 
and physical effort — to the club, according to CBGC board president Alan Loehr.

A builder and a pilot
Photo/tom schmidt

Top photo: Max Good pilots a hovercraft built by the Culver 
Comm. High School’s Industrial Technology club hits the 
water running at the Hoosier Hoverclub championship last 
month. See B2.

Culver town 
manager resigns
Winters resigns as council president

Culver leaders 
update Chamber

citizen Photo/jeff kenney

Sean McDermott

Welcome Culver 
Summer Campers!

See Auction, page B5

See Chamber, page A2See Resigns, page A2

Below: Culver summer campers enjoy sports, 
sailing, and much more starting this weekend 
and running through July. 

Photos/culver academies communications dePt.

CBGC auction 
sails forth

FrontA1
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Brief, from page 1

Resigns, from page 1

Chamber, from page 1

We all 
feel the 
heat!
Tony Straw of Culver 
captured a photo 
in his back yard of 
this apparently heat-
affected squirrel on 
one of the boiling 
summer days striking 
Culver of late. 

Photo/tony straw

Culver town councilman Ralph Winters, in 
announcing his resignation as council presi-
dent last week, alluded to a charity with which 
he is involved that will take up his time in the 
near future. 

Winters told the Citizen he is president of 
the board of directors for the Marshall County 
Neighborhood Council Inc., which operates 
the Marshall County Neighborhood Center at 
402 West Garro St. in Plymouth. 

Operating in the same building and also 
under the Neighborhood Council is the Com-
munity Food Bank of Marshall County, which 
has had a small food bank operation for many 
years; this past winter, the Red Cross ceased 
their food bank and the Council picked up its 
donors and clients.

“The major project that we have recently 
undertaken,” said Winters, “is the fundrais-
ing for the construction of the Community 
Resource Center of Marshall County. The 
Community Foundation awarded us a grant 

of $ 250,000 to get the project started. We are 
going to need approximately $4 million for 
the construction and furnishing of this 20,000 
to 24,000 square-foot facility.”

The plan, says Winters, is to house the pub-
lic and private agencies and services that as-
sist individuals and families in need; that is, 
“to serve the underserved.”

“We have formed a new board to direct 
this operation,” Winters continues. “Dr. Ron 
Liechty is chair and I am vice chair. When we 
get our 501c3 designation, we will separate 
from the Neighborhood Council. This project 
is going to consume a large amount of my 
time in the next several months, and puts a 
crimp in the time I can give to the Culver 
Town Council.”

“The timing with (town manager Sean Mc-
Dermott’s resignation) is awkward, but I have 
confidence in (new council president and vice 
president) Sally (Ricciardi) and Lynn (Over-
myer) to carry the upfront responsibilities.”

Winters clarifies charity work

terraces and corridors. He 
asked that identifying tags 
not be removed from the 
newly planted trees as this is 
what identifies the trees that 
need watering that is done 
by the Culver Volunteer Fire-
men.

Ralph Winters and Ginny 
Bess Munroe, town coun-
cil president and council 
member, spoke on town in-
frastructure issues. Both ac-
knowledged the deteriorat-
ing condition of Lake Shore 
Drive and discussed cost and 
options for repair. Winters 
noted that it could cost as 
much as $500,000 to do the 
job properly. Munroe added 
that the council would ex-
plore options to insure long 
range planning for infrastruc-

ture needs and try to avoid 
“quick fix” options.

Munroe also reported on 
the growth of the Culver 
Boys & Girls Club with over 
100 participants in various 
activities sponsored by the 
group. She reminded mem-
bers of the auction which will 
be held on June 14 at the Cul-
ver Academies’ Henderson 
Ice Rink. This is the year’s 
largest fund raising activity 
for the club that insures their 
continued success.

The Second Century Com-
mittee president, Jack Cun-
ningham, said his steering 
committee members have 
arranged three meetings with 
different civic groups this 
year to promote community 
project ideas. The first meet-

ing will be with the Kiwanis 
on June 19, the Lions Club in 
August and the Chamber of 
Commerce in October. 

Dick Swennumson, Ki-
wanis president, updated the 
group on an upcoming GEM 
e4 electric car raffle. Two 
cars will be awarded , one in 
July at Lake Fest and one in 
September at the Film Festi-
val.

Mike Stallings, Chamber 
president, introduced the fi-
nal speaker of the evening, 
Dr Ron May, president of 
Ancilla College and Cham-
ber board member. Dr. May 
spoke briefly on Ancilla’s 
building plans and comment-
ed on how pleased he was to 
preside over the recent cap-
ping ceremony of Ancilla’s 
nursing graduates.

Culver festival July 12 and directed Vickie 
Dearth of the Maxinkuckee Players to work 
with police chief Wayne Bean and building 
inspector Russ Mason to come up with a lo-
cation for a smaller banner advertising their 
annual play, as the poles used in years past 
are no longer standing.

The council authorized purchase of an auto 
sampler and flow meter for use in the town’s 
sewer system, with training for use by town 
employees, and approved removal of an old 
shed under the town water tower at the re-
quest of street department head Bob Porter.

Ginny Munroe discussed the possibility of 
a town-wide cleanup to follow the town-wide 
garage sale in late Sept. and the annual Lions 

Club flea market Oct. 4. Dumpsters would be 
rented along with containers for toxic mate-
rials, to encourage residents to clean up the 
town. 

Chris Kline of the Culver Community 
School board was appointed to the Redevel-
opment Commission by Ricciardi, a position 
in which Kline expressed interest.

Building inspector Mason was given per-
mission to move temporarily into the town 
manager’s office to free him up to work while 
meetings are going on (his present work 
space is the same as the public meeting area), 
where he will also help with office duties. 
The EMS also reported it has two new people 
as trainee drivers.

Lake Patrol and the Lake 
Max Assoc., which is a 501 
c3 non profit organization.
Fire, police, EMS 
softball game June 
22

Culver’s volunteer fire de-
partment will battle the com-
bined might of the Culver 
police dept. and Culver EMS 
at the groups’ annual charity 
softball game Sunday, June 
22, starting at 11:30 a.m. 

with the first pitch at noon. 
The game will take place at 
the Culver High School soft-
ball field, and admission is a 
canned food or non-perish-
able item for the local food 
pantry. All are invited and 
welcome to attend. Contact 
Ken VanDePutte with ques-
tions at 574 274 9942. 
Free meditation 
sessions at library

Meditation sessions are 

being held every Friday 
morning at 9 a.m. in the large 
meeting room of the Culver 
Public Library.  The group of 
four to six people who medi-
tate encourages beginners 
and those who are already 
in the habit of meditating to 
join. Meditation has several 
health benefits, according to 
group member Linda Thorne. 
“By focusing on particular 
parts of the body, the blood 

flow is increased and so is the 
oxygen flow and this brings 
more nutrients to the cells.  
Meditation also improves 
concentration by strength-
ing the mind and being better 
able to focus.  In these times 
when we have so much to do 
and our minds seem to rush 
form one thought to another 
out of necessity, it is vital to 
take a few moments each day 
to meditate or just learn to sit 
quietly.”  
Kiwanis golf outing 

Culver’s Kiwanis Club will 
hold its 11th annual Char-
ity Golf Scramble Fri., July 
18 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to 
benefit local children’s relat-
ed charities. Entry fees ($260 
per foursome or $65 per in-

dividual) include 18 holes 
of golf, food, soft drinks, 
awards reception, door priz-
es, favors, good times, and 
great camaraderie. Entry 
forms -- which should be 
submitted by July 16 -- may 
be obtained by calling Dusty 
Henricks at 574-842-4280 or 
Julie Bess at 865-603-2241. 
Market Basket  offers 
summer classes 

  The Market Basket and 
Company, 13775 S.R. 17 
Culver, is offering several 
summer classes. 

Children’s Classes:   All 
children’s classes are Thurs-
days, 9:30-11:30 a.m. July 
10:  Tie-Dye (each child will 
tie-dye two items, including a 

pillowcase and a shirt; please 
provide shirt size). August 8: 
Paper Craft (design cards, 
bookmarks, and a journal).

Other Classes: All adult 
classes are Weds. from 1-3 
p.m.  July 16: Bead and wire 
art (decorate serving uten-
sils, stemmed ware and other 
items). All classes have a 
requirement of five students 
and a maximum of 10-12; 
every class must be prepaid 
at least three days in advance 
(fee will be refunded if mini-
mum not met). All classes are 
$15 per person and include 
all supplies. 574-842.2145 
for more information.
Sidewalk assistance 
deadline  is July 1

The deadline to apply for 
assistance for the town of 
Culver’s 2008 Sidewalk and 
Curb program is July 1. The 
cutoff date to have projects 
completed is Oct. 1 Applica-
tions as well as updated side-
walk specifications may be 
picked up at the Town Hall, 
200 E Washington St, from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Phone 574- 
842-3140.  

SR 110 closed
S.R. 110 will be  closed at 

Eddy Creek along the Ful-
ton/Marshall County line 
through August 2008 during 
a bridge replacement project. 
The S.R. 110 Eddy Creek 
bridge is approximately 4 
miles west of U.S. 31.
Winter art 
on display

“When Summer Sleeps: 
Winter Scenes of Culver and 
Lake Maxinkuckee,” a show-
ing of Culver-based artwork, 
will continue through July 31 
at the Culver Coffee Com-
pany. The art exhibit fea-
tures Viki Anderson, Mark 
Burkett, Beth Forst, Jeanne 
McLeish and Dana Weber. 
Pathfinder bake,
garage sale

Pathfinder Services, Inc.  
will hold its annual bake and 
garage sale June 20 and 21 
from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. (CST), 
and 8 a.m.-4 p.m. (EST) at 
356 Mound St. in Knox. Pro-
ceeds will go to Pathfinders’ 
Client Fund.
Citizen cell phone

Culver Citizen editor Jeff 
Kenney may be reached by 
cell phone at 574-261-7887.   

County’s Community Resource Center moving forward

obitsA2
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Nicole E. Foerg, 19, of 
Star City, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation, on 
May 20.

Brian D. Johnson, 37, of 
Argos, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 20.

Tatum T. Szymczac, 30, of 
Crown Point, , was issued a 
citation for seatbelt violation 
on May 21.

Ryan M. Rippy, 30, of 
Culver, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 21.

Jonathon L. Posner, 33, of 
Gettysburg, Penn., was is-
sued a citation for seatbelt 
violation on May 22.

James T. Vantwoud, 39, 
of Culver, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 22.

Camille B. Banks, 33, of 
Culver, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 22.

Boyd R. Risner, 35, of 
Monterey, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 23.

John R. Lara, 37, of Cul-
ver, was issued a citation for 
seatbelt violation on May 
23.

Sandra L. Lough, 44, of 
Culver, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 23.

Tonita M. Kitts, 43, of 
Culver, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 23.

Lauren M. McKee, 19 of 

Lincoln Park, Mo., was is-
sued a citation for seatbelt 
violation on May 23.

Dashiell R. Voorhees, 22, 
of Culver, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 23.

Patricia M. Mayer, 45, of 
Culver, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 24.

Murphy A. Wynn, 54, of 
Culver, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 24.

Ronald J. Reichert Sr., 62, 
of Lowell, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 24.

Thomas J. Reichert, 56, of 
Charleston, Tenn., was is-
sued a citation for seatbelt 
violation on May 24.

Chris CD Danielson, 26, 
of Culver, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 24.

Jessie R. Burkett, 30, of 
Rochester, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 24.

Tiara R. Trainer, 22, of 
Monterey, was issued a cita-
tion for seatbelt violation on 
May 24.

Anthony L. Hadaway, 
30, of Chicago, citation for 
disregarding a stop sign on 
May 25.

Jonathon W. Lockwood, 
20, of Plymouth was issued 
a citation for seatbelt viola-
tion citation for exceeding 
the posted speed limit, 34 in 
a 20 mph zone, on May 27.

CommunityA3

Death noticesobituaries Letters to the editor
Give Coach Vela a chance

Thursday, June 19
Fitness Class, 10:30 a.m., Culver 
Public Library
Second Century committee at Kiwanis 
Club mtg., noon, Culver Public 
Library
Yoga, 6 p.m., Culver Public Library
Alcoholics Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 
p.m., Culver Public Library
Knights of Columbus St. Mary of 
the Lake Council business mtg., 7 
p.m., St. Mary of the Lake rectory 
basement
Board of zoning appeals  mtg., 6:30 
p.m., town hall

Saturday, June 21 
Culver jr. football and cheerleading 
signups, 12-4 p.m., Culver elementary 
gym
Jane Austen book club, 9:30 a.m., 
Culver Public Library
Scrapbooking, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., Kids 
scrapbooking, 1-3 p.m., Culver Public 
Library

Sunday, June 22
EMS, police, fire dept. charity softball 
game, noon, Culver high school field.

Monday, June 23 
Knitting Class, 10 a.m. & 5 p.m..,  
Culver Public Library 
Culver Redevelopment Committee 
mtg., 4 pm, town hall
Al-Anon Mtg., 5:30 p.m., Culver 
Public Library
overeaters Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 
p.m., Culver Public Library

Tuesday, June 24
Fitness class, 9 a.m., Culver Public 
Library
Yoga, 9 a.m., Culver Public Library
Town  council mtg., 6:30 p.m., town 
hall

Wednesday, June 25
Genealogy mtg., 10 a.m., Culver 
Public Library
Lions club mtg., 6:30 p.m., train sta-
tion/depot.

Thursday, June 26
Fitness Class, 10:30 a.m., Culver 
Public Library
Hilary Sopata, Kiwanis Club mtg., 
noon, Culver Public Library
Alcoholics Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 
p.m., Culver Public Library
Knights of Columbus St. Mary of 
the Lake Council business mtg., 7 
p.m., St. Mary of the Lake rectory 
basement
Board of zoning appeals  mtg., 6:30 
p.m., town hall

 Upcoming Highlights, 
Culver high school class of 1958 
reunion - June 28
Lake Assoc. hog roast - June 28
First Woodcraft Camp Council fire 
dance - June 28

Wedding 

Birth

Citizen seeks photos
The Culver Citizen is on the lookout for photos of lake and 

summer life in Culver — Lake Maxinkuckee. Photos featur-
ing residents or visitors swimming, boating, skiing, fishing, or 
other summer and lake related activities are sought to visually 
celebrate Culver’s summer life. 

Those with photos to share are encouraged to contact editor 
Jeff Kenney at citizen@culcom.net, or by phone at 574-842-
3229 or cell at 574-261-7887. Photos may also be dropped at 
the Citizen drop box outside the newspaper office at 110 N. 
Main St. in downtown Culver. Please identify photographer 
and any people in the photo.

Harry C. Peters
June 8, 2008

PLYMOUTH —Harry C. Peters, 90, formerly of Culver, 
died Sunday, June 8, 2008, in Miller’s Merry Manor in Plym-
outh.

He is survived by nephews: Roger Foglesong of Dunkirk, 
and Carl Foglesong of Oviedo, Fla.; and many cousins.

Visitation was Wednesday, June 11, 2008 from 1 to 2 p.m. 
EDT at the Bonine-Odom Funeral Home in Culver. A grave-
side service followed at the Pleasant Hill Cemetery in Ke-
wanna, south of Bruce Lake at 2:45 p.m.

Memorials may be given to the Culver Bible Church in 
Harry’s memory.

Charles G. Harley
June 11, 2008

ARGOS — Charles Glendon Harley, 74, of Argos, died 
Wednesday, June 11, 2008 at 5:55 a.m. at Woodlawn Hospi-
tal, Rochester.

He is survived by his wife, Barbara Anne Harley of Argos; 
two sons: Jeffrey Harley of Rochester, and Kevin “Scott” 
(Valerie) Harley of Argos; two daughters: Mrs. Gregg (Rob-
in) Hensley of Tippecanoe, and Mrs. Denny (Penni) Zentz 
of Rochester; 13 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; and 
sister, Carol Easterday of Plymouth.

Visitation was Friday, June 13, 2008 from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 
p.m. at the Earl-Grossman Funeral Home, 208 N. Michigan 
St., Argos. Funeral services were at 10 a.m. Saturday June 14, 
2008 at the funeral home.  

Burial was at Maple Grove Cemetery, Argos.
Memorial contributions may be made to Hope Hospice of 

Fulton County, 420 Main St., Rochester, IN 46975

Geraldine Timms
Sept. 6, 1915 - June 4, 2008

ARGOS —Geraldine Timms, 92, of Argos, passed away on 
Wednesday, June 4, 2008 at 7:55 a.m.

Geraldine was born in Leiters Ford, Indiana Sept. 6, 1915 to 
Donald and Dessa Brugh.  She was married to Charles Timms 
on July 21, 1935.  He preceded her in death on November 27, 
1973.  She was also preceded in death by her sister - Donna-
belle Boling and great-granddaughter - Kelley Hunt.

Geraldine was employed by the Chicago Board of Educa-
tion during the 1950’s and 1960’s as lunchroom supervisor 
until her retirement in 1976.  After her retirement, she was 
employed by the Culver Academy and received her realtors 
license while in her 70’s.  She was in the real estate business 
until failing vision prevented her from continuing sales of real 
estate.

She was a traveler.  Vacation time might find her following 
the Alaskan Pipeline with her friends, riding a camel in Af-
rica, or flying to Hawaii with her daughter and granddaughter, 
but her greatest interest was her farm, the land and her crops.

Geraldine is survived by her brothers - Kenneth (Darlene) 
Brugh of Yorkville, Ill. and Ernest (Florence) Brugh of Se-
bring, Fla.; her daughter - Phyllis (Ray) Cox of Evansville, 
granddaughter - Tami Woodward of Monterey, great-grand-
sons - Corey (Monica) Hunt and Cody Hunt of Culver, great-
great granddaughter - Reyonica Hunt of Culver, and several 
nieces and nephews.

Visitation with the family will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
EDT on Saturday, June 21, 2008 at Grace United Church of 
Christ, 307 N. Plymouth St., Culver, immediately followed 
by a memorial service in celebration of Geraldine’s life.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions to the 
Grace UCC General Fund.  

Condolences may be sent to the family via the obituary 
page at www.bonineodom.com. 

The Bonine-Odom Funeral Home, Culver, is in charge of 
arrangements.

I have to say that I love the town of Culver because it is so 
small and close-knit. That is the reason I wanted my husband 
to start coaching in Culver and stop coaching in Plymouth. 
We have eight children that he helps with baseball and soft-
ball. 

The problem is that once he started trying to get a softball 
league here, he was met with many obstacles. I know that this 
is a new thing for this town, but our high school girls will 
never improve if we do not have a softball league to teach 
them the difference between the baseball that they have been 
taught, and the softball that they will inevitably have to play 
if they choose to play. 

My husband was met with two rather angry women at his 
coaches’ meeting. They said he had an anger problem. I truly 
don’t understand what they mean. When my husband gets an-
gry on the field he usually shuts up. The only loudness that 
you hear from him is his competitive excitement. He is great 
with the kids, and his history as a coach proves that. 

One of the ladies made mention that this town was a close 
knit town and they don’t like someone coming in and trying 
to change things. My husband was asked to do this. When he 
brought this to the parents two years ago, he was met with 
open arms and parents couldn’t wait until they could get their 
girls under him because they saw how he worked with them 
on the field. I am told constantly how they enjoy how my 
husband (Rich) works with their kids, and he is always be-
ing thanked. We have had parents actually request him to be 
their childrens’ coach because of how he coaches. I don’t 
believe parents would do this with a man who had “anger 
problems.” 

I’m asking this town to give him a chance. I know you want 
the girls to be able begin winning games. Rich knows how 
to bring that. Just because he gets loud does not mean he has 
anger issues. Open your hearts and your minds and give him 
a break. Nothing new is easy and he is trying to do this for 
your girls.

Donna Vela
Culver

Rose C. Branaman
July 10, 1913 – June 8, 2008

Rose C. Branaman passed away 
June 8 at the age of 94, surrounded 
by her family.

She was born in 1913 to Catherine 
and Edward Hubertz in Perry Town-
ship, Indiana. Rose was a beautician 
and a seamstress at the Culver Mili-
tary Academy for sixteen years. She 
married Wayne Branaman in 1939, 
to whom she was married for forty-
eight years. Rose will be forever re-
membered as a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, and friend.

Sunday, Rose joined her husband, 
Wayne; sisters, Margaret, Loretta, 
and Elda; and a brother, Carl, who 
all preceded her in death.

She is survived by her daughter, Janet (Victor) Salazar, of 
Mishawaka; grandson, Charles (Jamie) Hedman, of Indianap-
olis; granddaughter, Angela Hedman, of Rochester, Minn.; 
and sister-in-law, Bernice Hubertz, of Ft. Wayne.

Friends called from 6 until 8 p.m. Tuesday, June 10 in the 
Bubb Funeral Chapel, 3910 N. Main St., Mishawaka, and one 
hour prior to the service in the church. A rosary service was 
held Tuesday evening at 8 p.m. in the funeral home. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was held at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 
11 in the St. Pius X Catholic Church, 52553 Fir Rd., Granger, 
with Fr. William Schooler officiating.  

Burial followed at the St. Joseph Valley Memorial Park, 
in Granger. Friends may also sign the online guest book at 
Bubbfuneralchapel.com.

Baker
Graham Robert Baker was 

born April 22 at 2:42 a.m. at 
Prentice Women’s Hospital 
at Northwestern University 
in Chicago. He weighed in at 
6 lbs. 12 oz. and measured 19 
inches.

Baby Graham is the son 
of Don Baker and wife Ja-
net Halling, who now make 
their home in Culver. Don 
is a 1987 graduate of Cul-
ver Community Jr.-Sr. High 
School; both father and mother are graduates of Purdue Uni-
versity in West Lafayette.

The paternal grandmother is Janet Baker of Culver; the 
paternal grandfather is Donald Baker Sr. of Hampton, Vir. 
Maternal grandparents are Robert and Christine Halling of 
Laurel, Del.; the Hallings are planning a move to Plymouth in 
the coming months.

Paternal great grandparents are Olive and JC Beck of Mill-
er’s Merry Manor in Culver. The maternal great grandmother 
is Anna Halling of Laurel, Del.

The Bakers attend Wesley United Methodist Church, and 
have been enjoying reconnecting with old friends and making 
new ones.

Clark-Shock
Angel Clark and Chad Shock were united in marriage June 

6, 2008.
Angel is a graduate of Plymouth High School and  is em-

ployed by the Pilot News in Plymouth. She is the daughter of 
Kevin and Nancy Ames of Plymouth.

Chad is a graduate of Plymouth High School and  is em-
ployed with Martin Uceny in Plymouth.  He is the son of Rod-
dy Shock of Plymouth, and Donna Martis of Grovertown.
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“Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.”

— Galatians 6:2
Some friends and I went 

backcountry camping in the 
mountains of North Caro-
lina. After climbing about 
three miles up the side of 
a mountain, we decided to 
pitch our tents and call the 
spot “home” for the coming 
week. Backcountry camping 
requires that you take every-
thing you need in and carry 

all your stuff out. So, some 
of our packs weighed close 
to 50 pounds.

A few days into the trip 
clouds took residence above 
us and began to dump a heav-
en’s load of rain. A few of 
us trekked out to a ranger’s 
station to get the weather re-
port. Apparently a hurricane 
that hit down in the Gulf of 
Mexico had ventured north-
ward and the storm decided 
to stall overhead. When we 
returned to camp, drenched 
and wind-beaten, the con-

sensus was to get 
out ASAP. Tents 
were blowing over, 
all of our gear was 
soaked, and, at that 
point, all of us want-
ed to get to our real 
homes.

In order to speed 
up the process of 
leaving, no one was con-
cerned with what gear be-
longed to what person. We 
just loaded up quickly and 
started out. About halfway 
down a friend fell on a slip-
pery rock and sprained his 
ankle. Each one took a part 
of his gear and carried it out, 
while he leaned on us for 
support.

It’s easier to support some-
one when they are going 
through similar trials as you. 
You are facing the same bur-
dens. Yet, what about those 

we do not often see? Are we 
as supportive of them? Or do 
we purposefully keep them 
out of sight?

As the people of God, let 
us keep remembering that 
there are those we do not al-
ways see who need a shoul-
der to lean on. Since we are 
all connected in Christ, car-
rying each other’s burdens, 
seen and unseen, is a divine 
way of fulfilling the law of 
our Savior. What can you do 
to reach out and support an-
other in the name of Jesus?
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I’ve heard quite often from people 
that their return to Culver was prompted 
by having children of their own. “It’s a 
great place to raise children,” people 
say, which is quite true and reflective 
of my own reasons for returning to the 
area several years ago.

Beneath that motive, of course, is the 
implication that my own — our own -
- childhood here was a good one. And 
it was. 

Strolling through the Indian trails the 
other day, I found myself thinking what 
I think almost every time I stroll through 
the Indian trails: “I should write a piece 
on why I love the Indian trails.”

Why I love the Indian trails is largely 
because I spent many fine hours as a 
child in them, and that all prompted me 
to think that maybe a worthwhile topic 
for editorials this summer is a discussion 
each week of a different beloved facet 
of my own childhood that was uniquely 
“Culver” related, and that prompted me 
to come back here and share all of this 
with my own children. That’s what I 
want to do, after all: share some of the 
cherished places and traditions of this 
place in hopes that they will instill in 
my own children as much a sense of 
“place” as I had growing up, and that’s 
worthwhile even if one chooses not to 
stay in the same geographic locale all 
one’s life.

This issue of the paper, as you’ve no 
doubt noticed, has devoted considerable 
space to the Culver summer camps.  I 
do that for a variety of reasons, but one 
of them, I must admit, is that -- even 
though I confess to never having for-
mally attended Woodcraft or the other 
camps -- their existence, the locations 
they take place, and the traditions they 
employ, wove a romantic web around 
me farther back than I can name. 

This week, I’d like to hone in on the 
council fire, which will make its 2008 
debut June 28 (unfortunately I’ll be 
out of town for a long-planned trip out 
of state, by the way, so ye editor will 
be AWOL a few days late that same 
week).

I hope those of you who haven’t at-
tended one of these events will give it 
a shot; it’s a very “public-welcome” 
event and particularly if you have kids, 
more than worth your while. In fact, to 
be honest, I can’t figure out why one 

wouldn’t take one’s children to a coun-
cil fire, which after all is right down the 
street if you’re within five miles of Cul-
ver! 

If you’ve been, you know whereof I 
speak. I guess I can’t promise the adults 
of the world the same sort of payoff the 
council fires gave me as a child. But 
they had an almost mystical effect on 
me that’s hard to put into words. There 
was something, first of all, about the 
short hike down that trail in the woods 
-- complete with recordings of Indian 
drums playing -- at twilight. The woods 
itself, with all the accompanying sights, 
sounds, and smells, casts a spell and the 
(obviously fabricated but who cares?) 
set pieces and decor in and around the 
council ring itself only add to the mag-
ic. 

And anyone who’s been to the coun-
cil fire will remember the scratchy old 
recordings that provide the story and 
soundtrack. Their dated, outmoded feel 
always accentuated the “old”ness, the 
ancient connotations of the whole event 
for me, even  as an adult. They’re a re-
minder that this isn’t some digital-age, 
CGI fabrication that someone conjured 
up five years ago. Council fires, in one 
form or another, have been going on the 
better part of a century here. And there’s 
something very organic about the sound 
of the recordings, just as there is to the 
decor and even the costumes.

And those costumes...particularly 
the traditional backstage tour of the 
building that houses the costumes and 
props...I feel all the more connected to 
the costumes as they were designed and 
made, many of them, by Esme Kemple. 
I didn’t know Mrs. Kemple personally, 
but my own second daughter’s name 
is Esme’, and one doesn’t run into that 
name too often. So her name alone ties 
in with my own life!

Of course, the stories are the sort of 
thing that have an almost universal ap-

peal: authentic tales from Indian lore 
around the US. The very term “Indian 
lore,” still an area of study for young  
boys and girls (well, and older ones at 
that) in the summer at Culver, denotes 
something from another America that 
seemed fading by the wayside even in 
my own youth, which saw the advent of 
video games and computers. 

That’s part of the appeal of not only 
the council fire and the council ring, but 
I’d argue the whole Woodcraft program 
and campgrounds themselves: they’re 
obviously handled in a contemporary 
fashion, but they unabashedly appeal to 
the same sort of thing that thrilled kids 
-- young boys in particular, the story 
goes, though I’ve not met many girls 
wholly uninterested -- 100 years ago, 
50 years ago, and a few years less in my 
own childhood.

I’ve come to realize that I’m rather 
fascinated with what I might call the 
“back story” of various beloved facets 
of my childhood. It’s interesting to find 
out a bit more about that favorite activ-
ity, landmark, tv show, comic book, or 
set of books I loved as a child, when 
such things had a tendency to take on 
a life and legend of their own. I’m sure 
that’s what draws me to local history.

A few years ago, I sat down with Maj. 
Dick Zimmerman, who’s been involved 
with Culver’s Woodcraft program 
for oer 50 years (!), and he gave me 
all sorts of “inside info” on the coun-
cil fires (I didn’t know, for example, 
that the moulded concrete backdrop in 
today’s council ring — which made a 
PERFECT “lost city” for my child-
hood Tarzan games — originated in the 
1970s after the council fire crew, Zim-
merman among them, saw the famous 
“Tecumseh” live show in Ohio). You’ll 
probably see Maj. Zimmerman back-
stage at a council fire if you attend one 
this summer, and he’ll probably be glad 
to share a story or two. 

And speaking of which, I’d be in-
terested to hear what Culver “stuff” 
makes you want to stay, or made your 
childhood here kind of special. I re-
call thinking specifically of the council 
fires -- among other things -- as worth 
returning to Culver to share with my 
children, and I haven’t regretted. I hope 
they don’t either!

View from 
Main Street

By Jeff Kenney
Editor

Council fire memories

Pastor’s 
Corner

By Bryan Siefert
Wesley United 

Methodist Church

Carrying each other’s burdens

Since we moved to our “rural-burban” neighborhood, I’ve 
noticed that we’re not the only ones calling this spot home. 
Take our bird 
population: the 
grackles appear 
in April to set 
up their raucous 
housekeeping in 
our river birches. 
During the sum-
mer, I can also 
count on robins, 
cardinals, chip-
ping sparrows, 
cedar waxwings, 
wrens, gold finches, purple finches, chickadees, and mourning 
doves. 

Recently migrating Baltimore orioles stopped through. The 
National Wildlife Federation’s Backyard Habitat program en-
courages households to make their backyards “creature-friend-
ly” by designating them “Certified Wildlife Habitats.” (A habi-
tat is a place where plants and animals thrive naturally). Seventy 
thousand backyards are already certified, and some whole towns 
have gotten certified (Zionsville, just north of Indianapolis, is 
certified). Commercial and resident development shrink habi-
tats: backyard habitats provide sanctuary. The National Wildlife 
Association Web site has all the details about getting certified 
(www.nwf.org/backyard/certify.cfm), but here are some ideas 
to get you started. Hint: this is a great project to do with your 
kids!

Creatures need four things for survival: food, water, places for 
cover, and places to raise their babies. Take a walk around your 
property—you may already be providing some or all of these 
four necessities, even if your yard is small. Keep in mind that a 
perfectly manicured lawn doesn’t offer as much for wildlife as 
diverse plantings, and if you want to provide sanctuary, it’s best 
to leave some parts of your yard a little untidy.

Food. Bird or squirrel feeders provide food as well as plants 
that offer seeds, fruit, or nectar. I keep native plants like cone-
flower and black-eyed Susans in my yard and leave the seed-
heads up all winter; these and other flowering plants attract 
birds and beneficial pollinators such as bees and butterflies. 
Birds love my mulberry tree, but it’s a nuisance—there are 
much better fruit-bearing trees available! My butterfly garden 
contains nectar-producing flowers, but also milkweed, the only 
food monarch butterfly caterpillars eat. Asclepias tuberosa (of-
ten sold as butterfly weed) is ornamental milkweed with pretty 
orange flowers.

Water. Ponds, birdbaths, and puddles are good water sources 
for wildlife. I set stones in my birdbaths so butterflies have a 
place to land for a sip. With the threat of West Nile Virus, it’s 
best to eliminate unnecessary standing water unless you want to 
create a mosquito sanctuary.

Places for Cover. Evergreen trees and shrubs provide excel-
lent cover, as does ornamental grass, which is also a food and 
nesting source. Nesting houses for birds—plain or fancy—pro-
vide a place for them to get out of the storm and raise their 
babies. 

Places to Raise Young. As long as your neighbors don’t 
mind, keep a little brush or woodpile at the edge of your yard. 
They make excellent cover and nesting places. My honeysuckle 
vine feeds the hummingbirds and almost always hosts a fam-
ily of mourning doves. Attract bats to your yard by placing bat 
houses on trees or fences. Not everyone likes bats, but they love 
to eat the bugs that love to eat us—one good reason to keep 
them around.

True, some forms of wildlife (plant-chomping deer, Japanese 
beetles, or certain friends and relations!) aren’t as welcome as 
others. But living in a habitat can be a joyful thing, especially 
if you have kids. We’ve watched a chipmunk wash its face and 
robins feeding their young. We’ve seen a hawk snatch a blue jay, 
discovered a nest of baby rabbits in our green beans, waited like 
expectant parents for Monarch larvae to hatch into butterflies, 
and drifted off to sleep to the sound of spring peepers. It’s good 
to be part of the neighborhood.

Marianne Peters is a freelance writer based in Plymouth. 
She is also a certified Master Gardener. You can send questions 
or comments to her through her Web log: http://hoosierword-
smith.typepad.com.

Backyard Habitats fun

hoosier 
habitat:
easy ways     

to live Green
by marianne Peters
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Beloved traditions
Some traditions of the Culver Summer Schools have become 

so iconic and cherished that the surrounding community and to 
some extent the state of Indiana and the world at large flock to 
be a part of them, and have for decades. Among them:

Council fires
The romance of the deepening twilight in the bird sanctuary 

forest, accompanied by the reverbations of drum beats, and even 
the ancient-sounding, scratchy recordings of Native tales told 
long ago -- all of these form the background to the weekly Satur-
day evening Council Fire dances, in which Indian Lore students 
perform authentic Native Amrican dances in full costume. There 
are more than two dozen stories in the series acted out before 

parents, fellow students, and other interested onlookers. 
The events are open to the public and take place at dusk 
(nowadays around 9 p.m.) in the bird sanctuary on S.R. 10 
near the State Road 117 intersection.

Sunday parades
The pomp and circumstance of Culver’s Sunday parades, 
with the impressive convergance of its marching bands, 
cavalry riders, military vehicles, and even its aeronautic 
fly-overs has delighted many, from parents to the curious 
onlooker. Sundays around 6:30 p.m. at the Riding Hall 
terrace. 

The Moonlight Serenade
During the dark days of World War II, Col. Edward Pay-

son, Academy band director, started the first annual Moon-
light Serenade, during which the celebrated square rigger the 
O.W. Fowler (today the R.H. Ledbetter) sailed the shoreline 
of the lake for two conosecutive evenings under the full moon 
of July, serenading lake-goers with the Naval band and sur-
rounded by a flotilla of appreciatve boatsful of onlookers and 
listeners. The tradition of lake residents putting out lighted 

lanterns, can-
dles, and other 
lights on piers 
evolved over 
the years as 
well. In days 
past, hundreds 
and even thou-
sands gath-
ered for the 
Serenades, as 
many still do 
for an event 
that has de-
lighted gen-
erations of 
visitors and 
residents from 
all of Culver’s 
varied com-
m u n i t i e s . 
Starts around 
dusk, July 11 
and 12. 

Fireworks
For decade upon decade, 

Culver’s only local fireworks 
display (now joined later in 
the month by the Lakefest 
display), enjoyed by resi-
dents of the town, the lake, 
and the Academy alike, took 
place with reverence at the 
Culver Academies. Not only 
does the school supply a 
spectacular fireworks show 
in a near-communal setting 
(unless watching from lake 
boats or home, many people 
choose to watch the action 
from the parade field area), 
it does so with the patriotic 
devotion and ceremony that 
one would expect from a 
school with Culver’s tradi-
tion and background. Starts 
around 9 p.m. July 4.

As many in the Culver 
area are preparing to enjoy 
the pleasures of Lake Max-
inkuckee in the summer, 
Culver Academies is gear-
ing up for its 2008 summer 
camps, which this year (as of 
June 13, included a total of 
1,347 campers, according to 
Weston Outlaw, admissions 
counselor for the school’s 
Summer Schools and camps. 
That’s 653 Woodcraft camp-
ers (ages 9-13) and 694 Up-
per Campers (aged 13-17). 

“Culver Summer Schools 
and Camps prepare youth for 
leadership and responsible 
citizenship in society,” says 
Weston Outlaw, admissions 
counselor for the summer 

camps, “by developing and 
nurturing the whole individ-
ual - mind, spirit, and body - 
through integrated programs 
that emphasize the cultiva-
tion of character.”

For the uninitiated, the 
Woodcraft Camp, started in 
1912 and aimed at younger 
campers, includes basic na-
ture and swimming courses, 
horseback riding, skiing, 
SCUBA diving, archery, 
diving, fishing, golf, sail-
ing, a wide variety of athlet-
ics, band, bugle, bagpipes, 
a variety of arts, theater, 
ropes courses, Indian lore, 
Indian crafts, Indian danc-
ing, scouting, and more. 
Of course, campers also 

get a chance to log time on 
the Naval School’s 56-foot 
square-rigged flagship, the 
Ledbetter, go on overnight 
campouts, take canoe trips 
to Beason Park, participate 
in treasure hunts, concerts, 
picnics, and more. 

Boys attending Upper 
Camp choose a “major” in 
Aviation, Horsemanship, 
Naval School or Naval Band, 
which determines which uni-
form they wear. While Upper 
Camp Girls may have an ac-
tivity focus, all girls wear the 
same uniform and may select 
from any of the activities of-
fered, including equitation 
and sailing.

The same choices offered 

to Woodcraft campers -- and 
many more -- are offered 
Upper Campers.

33 countires are represent-
ed at the camps, including 
Austria, China, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Denmark, Do-
minican Republic, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Germany, Gua-
temala, Honduras, Hong 
Kong, Italy, Japan, Jordan, 
Korea, Kuwait, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Para-
guay, Poland, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa, Spain, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, United 
Arab Emirates, United King-
dom, United States, Venezu-
ela, Yugoslovia. 

A total of 44 states are rep-
resented in Woodcraft and 

Upper Camp.
Specialty Camp, com-

prised of participants ages 
11-16 and running from 
August 3-9, includes 160 
campers currently enrolled. 
Family Camp, from August 
10-16, includes 43 families 
currently enrolled, around 
300 people.

“Culver Summer Schools 
and Camps is an opportu-
nity for fun, friendship, and 
a chance to learn leadership 
skills that build confidence 
for a lifetime,” explains Out-
law. “Unlike ordinary sum-
mer camps, Culver provides 
a strong focus on the devel-
opment of leadership skills 

- an approach that instills 
courtesy, personal organiza-
tion, and the ability to make 
well thought-out choices. 
For over a 100 years, par-
ents of Culver campers have 
remarked that their children 
return from camp with a 
greater ability to cooperate 
and interact with others to 
achieve not only their own 
goals, but family and group 
goals as well.”

He adds that the over 
100,000 alumni from the 
camps may be the best testi-
mony to the effectiveness of 
the program.

Culver Summer Camps’ 
mystique lasts generations

2008 Culver Summer 
Camp Dates of Interest:

June 6: 19th Staff Orientation and Training

June 21: all campers on campus

June 28: first Council Fire

June 29: first Garrison Parade

July 4: Independence Day ceremony and fireworks

July 7: Woodcraft Drum and Bugle Corps to perform at 
Six Flags Great America

July 11, 12 - Moonlight Serenade

July 18 - 20: Homecoming Weekend for Summer Alumni

July 27: Gold Star Ceremony

August 1: Woodcraft Graduation

August 2: Upper Camp Graduation

August 3: Specialty Camp begins

August 9: Specialty Camp ends

August 10: Family Camp begins

August 16: Family Camp ends

Culver Citizen
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

When Max Good saw 
the approaching water, he 
thought he and the hover-
craft he was driving might 
be swallowed up and sub-
merged. Instead, the Culver 
High School junior says the 
transition from traveling on 
the shore to the water “was 
like going from rough ground 
to floating on glass.” 

Good was piloting a hover-
craft built by CHS’ Industrial 
Technology club and tried on 
actual water for the first time 
at the Hoosier Hovercraft 
Championship 2008 race 
at Terre Haute. Good’s first 
race was also his first time 
piloting the craft outside of a 
brief test run behind the high 
school earlier this year. 

According to CHS teacher 
and IT club sponsor Tom 
Schmidt, the club started 
work on building its first-ever 
hovercraft (a change from the 
mileage cars built by the club 
previously) about a year and 
a half ago. Schmidt found 
the Hover Club of Ameri-
ca’s youth division website 
and began asking questions, 
winding up with plans via 
the Hover Club for a UH10F 
model hovercraft. The IT 
club obtained some sponsor-
ship, used money it already 
had, “did a lot of scroung-
ing,” and obtained the raw 
materials it needed to begin 
building the craft.

That procedure involved 
the use of “a lot of fiber-
glass,” styrofoam, and cloth 
and resin from Jeff’s PWC 
Repair and the Culver Ma-
rina, says Schmidt, who adds 
that donations from these 

and groups like the Culver 
Kiwanis club made it so the 
only item the IT club pur-
chased was the engine and 
propeller for the craft, which 
Schmidt didn’t want the stu-
dents to build in order to en-

sure safety.
Once the project got start-

ed, says Schmidt, the IT club 
practically took on a life of 
its own. “Those who are 
truly interested show up,” he 
says. “Parents were always 

wondering why students 
who would never want to go 
to school were suddenly roll-
ing out of bed at four o’clock 
in the morning! Most of the 
guys have jobs after school; 
people that want to work, 
have jobs. So we’d get it 
done early in the morning.”

The students who began 
the project last year, he says, 
have already graduated, and 
about five students worked 
on it this year, though ini-
tially that number was only a 
few. That’s until Max Good 
showed up “and got the ball 
rolling.”

“The whole time we 
worked on it,” recalls Good, 
“some of the older kids 
would come by and say, ‘Oh, 
that thing’s never going to 
run.’ (But when we tested 
it at the school), it floated 
on the air in the grass. It 
was a great thing! A bus of 
kids came by from Buildin 
Trades. You could just see 
their faces glued to the win-
dows watching as they were 
driving by.”

Sophomore Jordan Coo-
per was skeptical himself, at 
first. “The way it was going, 
it didn’t seem like it was go-
ing to float. I had the magic 
touch when we first tried to 
start it. I pushed on one thing 
and it hopped up!”

That meant the hovercraft 
was ready for the real test: the 
Hoosier Hovercraft Champi-
onship, where Schmidt said 

they met the president and 
vice president of the Hoo-
sier Club of America. “They 
were really impressed,” he 
notes. “The first time, no-
body makes every single 
heat (in the race).”

CHS’ IT Club, however, 
did, with Max Good, seated 
on his knees (wearing a “lit-
tle Speed Racer suit,” Good 
quips) at the helm. “We 
spent time between each heat 
working on it,” adds Good, 
“but we made every single 
heat no matter what.”

And obviously, Good 
wasn’t swallowed up by that 
water as he raced from the 
shoreline into the lake; in 
fact, he says the transition 
off of rough ground made 
riding above the water feel 
like “floating on glass.”

With a total of 22 to 24 
amateur-built hovercraft 
competing, says Schmidt, 
CHS took third place in the 
junior division and fourth in 
the novice. 

The students will continue 
to work with their hover-
craft – whose aerodynamics 
Schmidt describes as compa-
rable to a small airplane float-
ing inches above the ground 
or water – over the summer, 
and the club is already con-
templating building a whole 
new machine with higher ca-
pacity for speed and motion. 
If that happens, no doubt 
Max Good will be up for an-
other race.

Photo/tom schmidt

Ready to race
Culver Comm. High School’s Industrial Technology club gather around th hovercraft they built 
over the past year and a half. Left to right: Marshall Master, Brodrick Schmidt, Max Good, 
Jesse Good, Jordan Cooper, and Andrew Williams.

IT club’s home-built hovercraft soars

Navy Ensign Eric D. Smitley, a 2004 
graduate of Culver Academies, Culver, Ind., 
recently graduated from the United States 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., and was 
commissioned as an officer in the United 
States Navy.

Smitley successfully completed four years 
of intensive academic, physical and profes-
sional military training, resulting in a bach-
elor of science degree. The mission of the 
United States Naval Academy is to develop 
its Midshipmen morally, mentally and physi-
cally, in order to prepare combat leaders of 
character for the Navy and Marine Corps.

Considered one of the top institutions in 
the country, the U.S. Naval Academy was 
founded in 1845. Of its 60, 000 alumni, Na-
val Academy graduates include 4, 000 admi-
rals and generals, one president, 200 mem-
bers of Congress, three governors, 73 Medal 
of Honor winners, one Nobel Prize winner 
and 40 astronauts.

The Naval Academy currently has more 
than 4, 000 students who comprise the Bri-
gade of Midshipmen, and who come from 
every state in the union. Each year, nearly 15, 
000 young men and women apply, but less 
than 1, 300 are accepted.

Smitley, Academy grad, is commissioned naval officer
The Shaffer Trucking ter-

minal in Columbus, Ohio, 
named Jeffrey Tetzloff Driv-
er of the Month for April. 
Tetzloff lives with his wife 
Vera Ann in Culver, Ind. 

Tetzloff started driving 24 
years ago and has logged 
more than one million miles. 
He is a multi-winner of Driv-
er of the Month, most recent-
ly receiving it in December 
2007 and March 2008. 

“Jeff is one of the better 
drivers on the fleet,” dispatch-
er Brandon Gunther said. 
“He is consistent on making 
his appointment times and 

can be trusted when placed 
under a tight load. He is one 
of the more patient drivers 
who understands that freight 
does not always cooperate . . 
. he doesn’t get upset or im-
patient. This understanding 
helps operations do its job 
so that we can get the drivers 
moving as fast as possible.”

 Tetzloff will receive a 
plaque and compete with 
drivers of the month from 
13 other fleets for Shaffer 
Trucking’s Driver of the Year 
award, which is awarded in 
December.

 To be named Driver of the 
Month, drivers must be ac-
cident-free for the month of 
recognition, maintain steady 
production, keep accurate 
logs and warrant no disci-
plinary actions stemming 
from complaints within or 
without the company.  

Shaffer Trucking, based in 
Lincoln, Neb., is one of na-
tion’s premiere refrigerated 
carriers, hauling more candy 
than any other carrier. With 
14 fleets nationwide, Shaffer 
Trucking hauls beverages, 
candy and confections across 
the 48 continental states.

Culver’s Tetzloff named driver of month
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Peeking at the new playground
Culver town park director Kelly Young paid a visit to Culver’s Kiwanis club 
June 5 to preview the new, community-built playground (Vandalia Village) 
planned for Sept. 27-28 in the east end of the park. 

As reported recently in the Citizen, the playground committee has raised about $47,000 of 
the $84,000 needed for the project, which is a product of nuToys, inc. Included in the design 
are already paid-for elements of an earlier, pricier design such as a train (aimed at younger 
children and pictured above) and ship area for older children.Besides Young, the commitee 
includes Jennifer Lutrell, Bill and Robin Harris, Bob Rich, and Heather overmyer. 

Young told the Kiwanians that wood chips will be the ground cover in the area and that the 
equipment will be plastic and thus easier to maintain than wood. Fence pickets with donor’s 
names, a few of which are still for sale, will make up a fence partially surrounding the younger 
children’s portion of the playground.

Young, who said she will have served 25 years as park director next year, said donations may 
be sent to the Culver Park gift fund in care of the Park Dept., 819 Lake Shore Dr., Culver.
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Ever since she was a little 
girl, says Kimberly Siefert, 
she’s wanted to be a write 
who makes a difference. Sief-
ert, director of Culver’s Wes-
ley United Methodist Church 
preschool and wife of Wesley 
pastor Bryan Siefert, finally 
decided to pursue her life-
long dream. The result: Sief-
ert’s new book, “Tales from 
a Pastor’s Wife,”a devotional 
based on experiences within 
various churches. 

Siefert will sign copies 
of the book — which will 
be available at the signing -
-  Sunday, June 22 from 1 - 
3 p.m. at the Culver Coffee 
Company on Lake Shore Dr. 

“I...want people to un-
derstand that a pastor and a 
pastor’s spouse can be nor-
mal people,” she explains. 
“Along with that, I do feel a 
calling to ministry, and if my 
book can help one person in 
their faith journey, then I con-

sider the book a success.”
Employing colorful de-

scriptions and honest self-
assessments of life in the 
church, Siefert shares with 
readers her joy,laughter, 
heartache, anger, and amaze-
ment. At the heart of it all, she 
says, “God works through 

the good and the bad. I have 
had wonderful experiences 
in the church and some of the 
most heartwrenching times 
in the church, yet through it 
all, God continues to amaze 
me each and every day!”

Copies of the book, pub-
lished by Tate Publishing, 
are available at the Culver 
Coffee Co. or online at www.
tatepublishing.com.

Kimberley Siefert

Culver’s Kimberly Siefert 
to sign new book June 22

The Culver-Union Town-
ship Public Library has added 
the following two subscrip-
tion genealogy databases to 
its holdings.

Footnote.com has part-
nered with the National Ar-
chives to digitize and make 
available records accessible 
for the first time on the inter-
net. Since that time, Footnote.
com has become the social 
networking site for history 
buffs and genealogists. 

In its first year, Footnote.
com has added over 25 mil-
lion images of original his-
torical documents, including 
records from the American 
Revolution, the Lincoln As-
sassination, FBI Case Files, 
and even UFO reports from 
Project Bluebook.  A recent 
addition is an online inter-
active photo of the Vietnam 

War Memorial. 
Accessibility to Footnote.

com is available at the library; 
like Ancestry.com, Footnote 
does not offer complete ac-
cess from home, however,  
patrons can do their prelimi-
nary search in the free part of 
the database from home, and 
then come to the Culver Li-
brary to actually view those 
documents on the library 
computers.

WorldVitalRecords.com 
provides affordable access 
to genealogy databases and 
family history tools used by 
more than 600,000 monthly 
visitors. The site registers 9.4 
million monthly pages views 
and has more than 30,000 sub-
scribers. With thousands of 
databases—including birth, 
death, military, census, and 
parish records—WorldVital-

Records.com makes it easy 
to fill in missing information 
in your family tree. Some of 
its partners include Everton 
Publishers, Quintin Publi-
cations, Archive CD Books 
Australia, Gould Genealogy, 
Immigrant Ships Transcrib-
ers Guild, Archive CD Books 
Canada, The Statue of Lib-
erty-Ellis Island Foundation, 
Inc., SmallTownPapers®, 
Accessible Archives, Genea-
logical Publishing Company, 
Find My Past, Godfrey Me-
morial Library, Find A Grave, 
and FamilySearch. 

The library’s subscription 
will provide for two simul-
taneous users and remote 
access is available, with a 
CUTPL library card.

These databases are acces-
sible via the library’s website 
at www.culver.lib.in.us.

Culver library adds genealogy databases
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Robert B.D. Hartman
Culver Academies historian

Edwin and Bertram Cul-
ver were convinced that the 
Academy’s physical plant 
could not be supported solely 
by tuitions from the Culver 
Military Academy and saw 
limits on the largess which 
came from their family cof-
fers. It was obvious that the 
school needed to make great-
er use of its summer asset, 
Lake Maxinkuckee and in 
the spring of 1902, they an-
nounced the formation of the 
Summer Naval School.

The eight-week program 
opened on June 26 under 
the nominal command of the 
Superintendent, Alexander 
Frederick Fleet. Lt. Com-
mander Thomas H. Gignilli-
at, older brother of the winter 
school commandant, Leigh 
Gignilliat, was de facto head 
of the Naval School and des-
ignated as Naval Instructor 
and second-in-command. 
The younger Gignilliat was 
named Head of the Depart-
ment of Discipline.   

Thomas Gignilliat, an 1883 
graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy, had seen service 
in the West Indies and the 
Spanish American War and 
in 1902, was designated as 
commanding officer of the 
3rd Division of the Georgia 
Naval Militia. His creden-
tials to lead Culver’s new 
Summer Naval School were 
impeccable. 

To the dismay of the Cul-
ver family, his skills as a re-
cruiter left much to be desired 
and the Naval School opened 
with only twenty cadets (the 
term “cadet” remained part of 
the naval school’s vernacular 
until about 1920 when, un-
der the leadership of United 
States Naval Academy grad-
uate, Admiral Albert Ross, 
the designation was changed 

to “midshipman.)
 Room, board, tuition and 

laundry totaled $110, pay-
able on entrance. A naval 
uniform issue added $30 
more for new students; $20 
for those already enrolled in 
the winter school. 

The daily program was 
touted as “half work and half 
play” and the catalog noted 
that: “The cooler hours of the 
morning only will be devoted 
to study and recitation. The 
fascinating drill with oar and 
sail can scarcely be termed 
work, nor can such instruc-
tions as swimming and danc-
ing lessons.” Clearly there 
was greater emphasis on 
“play” than on “work.”  

Philosophically the cata-
log helped explain part of 
the political mind-set the 
Culver’s had for establishing 
a naval program in the heart 
of Indiana. Both Edwin and 
Bertram Culver were inter-
nationalists and their vision 
of America’s growing place 
in a world of commerce and 
industry was clear. The 1902 
catalog noted, “with our ex-
tension of our possessions 
to far distant shores . . . and 
our country taking position 
as one of the first naval pow-
ers in the world, . . . Culver 
should take its part in this 
general awakening of the 
country to the importance of 
naval matters.”

Administratively, cadets 
were formed into battalions, 
then “divisions,” which were, 
in turn, subdivided into boat 
crews and led by cadet com-
missioned officers and non-
commissioned coxswains. 
Henceforth, all Culver sum-
mer ranks would be in accor-
dance with naval precedents. 
The table of organization was 
impressive and reflected Com-
mander Gignilliat’s nauti-
cal background. There was a 
problem, however. His enroll-

ment for the first summer of 
1902 was so small that virtual-
ly none of his programs could 
operate. 

It’s impossible to determine 
if the quiet and somewhat aus-
tere Thomas Gignilliat came 
into conflict with his younger 
and more ebullient brother, 
Leigh. It was obvious to the 
Culver family, however, that 
the financial return on the 
summer program was inade-
quate to support its operation. 
Colonel Fleet felt the summers 
could be better spent recruit-
ing and preparing for the win-
ter programs than having his 
personnel participating in a 
doubtful experiment.  

He failed to reckon with the 
personality of Leigh Gignilliat 
who was unwilling to give up 
a program he was sure could 
succeed. He pled with the Cul-
ver family for a one-year ex-
tension. He would, of course, 
be at the tiller and with the 
authorization to promote and 
operate its programs. He had 
already proven his credentials 
in the Winter School and it 
was not really a gamble for 
the Culver’s to take. When 
the 1903 catalog was distrib-
uted, Thomas had dropped 
from his top post and Leigh 
was in command. 

For the first time he was re-
ally “in charge” and he rose 
to the challenge. Since his ar-
rival at the Academy in 1897, 
he had been enamored with 
photography and the oppor-
tunities to express, visually, 
the programs the Academy 
offered. He was not short on 
ego and had great faith in his 
intuition, both characteristics 

which projected him to the 
top shelf of school promot-
ers.

Advertising for summer 
camps was virtually unknown 
and when he approached 
the Academy’s N.W. Ayer 
Company in Philadelphia to 
create his first promotional 
piece, it was almost a breach 
of protocol. He searched 
the Culver photo collection 
from the previous year and 
finally selected the head and 
shoulders of a young cadet in 
his white middy blouse and 
black neckerchief. His smile 
seemed to say, “Boys, you 
can have the time of your life 
at Culver.” When it appeared 
in selected magazines and 
newspapers, it was an instant 
hit and brought a flood of 
catalog requests and, subse-
quently, many applications. 

Gignilliat’s success also 
allowed him, as he put it, to 
“crash the pages of maga-
zines and Sunday papers 
with stories about this unique 
naval school in a state where 
prairie schooners seemed 
more in order than man-of-
war cutters.” Massey’s Mag-
azine, the leading pictorial of 
the time, accepted his photos 
and copy for a six-page arti-
cle – then sent the Academy 
a check for the story!

Not all responses were flat-
tering. The Logansport (Ind.) 
newspaper, The Logansport 
Pharos, criticized Gignil-
liat as being the “champion 
space stealer” in the country 
and scoffed at the idea of a 
miniature Annapolis on Lake 
Maxinkuckee. Ironically, in 
1913 his positive response 
to a request from Logansport 
officials for Naval School 
cutters and cadet crews is 
credited with saving upwards 
of 1,500 people during that 
community’s great flood.

 While Thomas Gignilliat 
may have lacked his broth-
er’s flair for promotion and 
recruitment, he was an excel-
lent teacher and seaman. He 
had a knack for dealing with 
boys and organized row-
ing and sailing races while 
designing programs that re-
assured parental safety con-
cerns. Among his charges 

during the summer of 1903 
were Wendell L. Willkie and 
William Jennings Bryan, Jr. 

Leigh Gignilliat, too, was 
adept at divining oft unspo-
ken parental concerns, i.e. 
how to deal with youngsters 
who needed academic prep-
ping during the summer 
months! Almost subliminal-
ly, his promotional material 
introduced the academic seed 
that, “It is little realized how 
much may be accomplished 
by light, systematic study . . 
. without interfering with the 
resting and refreshing pro-
cess that is the chief function 
of a boy’s vacation.”  Gignil-
liat argued that the “Culver 
Method” was “broadly and 
intelligently planned and that 
“instruction amounts practi-
cally to private tutoring.” 

Success brought an en-
thusiastic recognition from 
the U.S. Navy and as en-
rollments turned upward, 
the War Department gave 
additional support to the 
Culver program. The Bos-
ton Navy Yard ordered that 
more twenty-eight foot cut-
ters be shipped to Lake Max-
inkuckee. Concerned that the 
Academy’s facilities would 
not be up to Navy standards, 
Edwin and Bertram Culver 
authorized expenditures for 
new covered boating piers 
and improved swimming fa-
cilities.

Gignilliat’s effort to ac-
quire one of the Navy’s new 
gyroscopic compasses for 
the summer school instruc-
tion was rebuffed since each 
unit cost the government 
$15,000! It was an example, 
however, of his infatuation 
with technology and a de-
termination to have the best 
and latest equipment for the 
Academy. 

Ever conscious of the value 
of public appearances, Gig-
nilliat took every possible 
opportunity to participate in 
off campus events. The win-
ter school’s first major pub-
lic appearance had been at 
the Chicago Peace Jubilee in 
1898 during the celebration 
of the nation’s victory in the 
Spanish-American War. Two 
years later the corps of ca-
dets made its first visit to St. 
Louis where it provided the 
formal escort to the hero of 
Manila Bay, Admiral Dewey. 
In the late spring of 1904, 
they returned to participate 
in the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition festivities. 

Never one to shrink from 
an opportunity to wave the 
Culver flag, Gignilliat se-
cured an invitation for the 
Summer Naval School to ap-
pear that August. Since the 
event was held in the head-
quarters city of the Wrought 
Iron Range Company and 
the home of the Culver fam-
ily, they were unhesitating in 
financing the excursion.

The boys traveled by char-
tered train and spent nearly a 
week being featured before 
huge crowds. It was a trium-
phal event for Gignilliat, and 
validated his talents as a pro-
moter. For the Naval School, 
it set the stage for an even 
greater event in 1907.
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The foundation of Culver’s summer 
and cavalry schools Culver Academies’ historian looks back 

—Part one of a series

Photo/culver academies archives
Above: front cover of the very first Culver summer school 
catalog, 1902.
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Zeglis, who took on the decorating chores for the June 14 event. Culver Academies was a 
huge cost saver and help in letting the group use the multi-purpose facility, she said, and lend-
ing use of the building’s hard-working crew.

Swennumson, whose husband Dick is a CBGC board member, coordinated the hundreds 
and hundreds of auction items on hand. “It was a job,” she admits, but it’s worth it. “I feel 

that it’s very important for children 
to have a place to go in today’s so-
ciety. The majority of both parents 
work. They need direction and care. 
It’s providing opportunity for these 
children, and having raised a fam-
ily and knowing the security chil-
dren need, I feel strongly that we 
need to continue to support these 
programs.”

Carol Zeglis, who with husband 
John (who acted as MC for the 
evening) was awarded the CB-
GC’s annual Volunteer of the Year 
title, said the nautical décor she 
worked to coordinate reflected the 
auction’s theme this year: “Hop on 
board with the Culver Boys & Girls 
Club.” “This room has had sails up 
before,” says Zeglis, “which fit our 
theme perfectly. I thought it would 
be fun to add (cloth) seagulls, 
which I found online. There are 
five dozen seagulls up there; some 
ladies and I put (them) together.”

The Academy crew, she noted, 
put up the sails and gulls, besides 
the school’s boat shop providing 
boats for shrimp platters and other 
decorative innovations. The many 
plants, she added, were on loan 
from Price Nurseries in Plymouth.

Much admired by participants 
was the huge “lifesaver” 
archway that served as an 
entrance to the event, which 
Zeglis said took four to five 
hours to construct. 

“We’re pleased with the 
turnout,” she adds. “It was a 
beautiful night for it, which is 
really nice.” 

In accepting the Volunteer 
of the Year award on behalf 
of herself and John, Carol 
Zeglis thanked the CBGC for 
the award but added that vol-
unteering for the organization 
is “an award in itself.”

She also thanked those 
who helped with a letter writ-
ing campaign that made a 
$60,000 dent in the Club’s 
fund raising goal for the year, 
“an amazing response.”

Mary Szymusiak told the 
Citizen the Zeglises were 
more than deserving of 
the award for their “out-
standing commitment and 
dedication to not just fund 
raising, but friend raising, 
and giving countless hours 
of their time to this worthy 
organization. For many, 
many years they have been 
huge supporters of ours.”

Auction, from page 1
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Undefeated champs
Culver’s third and fourth grade boys soccer team (Portside Marina team) won the Bremen 
All Star tourney June 7 after an undefeated regular season. Front row, left to right: Aaron 
Becker, Patrick Kline, Kenny Vandeputte, Jack Rich, Russell Temme. Back row, left to right: 
Malik Guerra, Addyson Allyn, Derek Keller, Josh Krsek, Mitchell Elliott, (not pictured: Tyler 
Thomas).

Photo submitted

REAL Services menu
Those interested in sharing 

a meal at REAL Meals are 
asked to call Ruth Walker at 
the nutrition site (the Culver 
beach lodge) before 11 a.m. 
on the day before for reser-
vations, at 574-842-8878. 
There is a suggested dona-
tion of $3.50 for each meal.

Thurs., June 19: Turkey & 
noodles, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, bread and mar-
garine, fruit cocktail, brown-

ie, milk. 
Fri., June 20: Cheesy po-

tatoes & ham, spinach salad, 
diced egg, Italian dressing, 
stewed tomatoes, bread & 
margarine, pears, milk.

Mon., June 23: Pork BBQ, 
lima beans, carrots, bun, 
pineapple, milk.

Tues., June 24: Meatballs, 
noodles & gravy, mixed 
vegetables, Brussel sprouts, 
bread and margarine, fresh 

fruit, milk.
Weds., June 25: Beef stew, 

biscuit, corn, fruit cup, rice 
krispie bar or cookie, milk.

Thurs., June 26: Oven 
fried chicken, mashed po-
tatoes and gravy, bread and 
margarine, green beans, ap-
plesauce, cake, milk.

Fri., June 27: Chicken and 
broccoli casserole, beets, 
sweet potato patty, Mandarin 
oranges, apple pie, milk.

Around the auction
Above: Agnes Bramfeld examines an auction item. First 
photo below: Susie Mahler samples shrimp from a deco-
rative “shrimp boat,” part of the decor arranged by Carol 
Zeglis. Second photo below: Mary Szymusiak, event 
coordinator, chats with Marge Kearns. Bottom photo: 
Larry Surrisi chats with Mark Damore.

citizen Photos/jeff kenney

Ashley K. Jones, a graduate 
of Culver Community High 
School, was one of three stu-
dents awarded a $500 schol-
arship from the Northern 
Indiana Power from the Past 
(NIPFTP). Jones plans to at-
tend Purdue University to 
major in environmental engi-
neering. She is the daughter 
of Jack and Karen Jones.

To be eligible to apply, 
a student must attend ei-
ther Winamac Community, 
West Central, North Judson, 
Pioneer Regional or Culver 
High School; however, a 
member of the NIPFTP may 
recommend applicants out-
side of these school districts. 
Students must be going into 
the   field of agriculture, en-

gineering, agri-business or 
a mechanical trade school. 
According to Club Presi-
dent Cory Planck and the 
NIPFTP’s scholarship com-
mittee, students are selected 
based on their leadership in-
volvement and participation 
in school and community 
activities, and also on their 
reflections relative to the 
philosophy of the NIPFTP 
in the form of an essay.

NIPFTP will be hold-
ing its 31st annual antique 
power show at the Winamac 
City Park July 17-20. In ad-
dition to the scholarships, 
the NIPFTP has contribut-
ed financial support to area 
county fairs, social and hu-
man organizations, charitable 

organizations, rescue, police, 
and fire protection, youth or-
ganizations and other histori-
cal preservations shows.

Jones wins nIPFTP scholarship
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