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Sign reminder
A reminder to the citizens 

of Culver that town ordi-
nance forbids the placement 
of signs on any property in 
the public right of way. This 
includes street signs, electric 
poles, and all public property 
and includes advertisements 
and signs of any kind. 
Golf cart reminder

Golf carts, by town ordi-
nance, are to be operated only 
on streets designated for use 
by motor vehicles. Operation 
of golf carts on sidewalks 
and in the town park — un-
less specifically arranged for 
handicap-related usage by 
park or town officials — is 
prohibited.
Lake Shore Drive 
under construction

A portion of Lake Shore 
Drive west of the beach lodge 
and east of its intersection 
with Main Street will be un-
der construction between July 
1 and 18. One lane of traffic 
should be open during most 
of the work, which will halt 
altogether during weekends 
and over the July 4 holiday. 
Residents are encouraged to 
be patient while repaving is 
under way.

Lakefest fireworks
Donations are being sought 

to help offset the cost of this 
year’s Lakefest fireworks. 
Those wishing to contribute 
— the Marshall Co. Com-
munity Foundation handles 
the fund — are asked to send 
checks to the Lakefest com-
mittee at P.O. Box 146, Cul-
ver, IN 46511. The 25th an-
niversary festival will take 
place over the weekend of 
July 18-20. Information and 
a special Lakefest insert will 
appear in future issues of the 
Citizen.
Water ball tourney 
set for July 19 

The Culver-Union Twp. 
Volunteer Fire Dept. will 
hold a waterball tournament 
shortly after the Lakefest 
parade Sat., July 19 just off 
Lake Shore Drive on State 
Street. Waterball involves 
a ball suspended via cable 
above the ground and com-
peting teams — made up of 
various area fire departments 
— pushing the ball back and 
forth using water pressure 
from fire hoses. The public is 
invited to the event.
Free meditation 
sessions at library

Meditation sessions are be-
ing held every Friday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. in the large 
meeting room of the Culver 
Public Library. The group of 
four to six people who medi-
tate encourages beginners 
and those who are already 
in the habit of meditating to 

In Brief

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Lake Shore Drive will be 
under construction between 
July 1 and Lakefest weekend, 
July 18, so that much-needed 
repair to the winter-weary 

pavement can be done, said 
Culver’s town council at its 
June 24 meeting. 

Council President Sally 
Ricciardi noted that some 
area businesses had ex-
pressed concerns about ac-

cessibility to their establish-
ments during the work, but 
street department head Bob 
Porter confirmed that the 
street should not be com-
pletely closed at any time, 
though it will probably be 

reduced to one lane of traf-
fic. Work will halt during 
weekends and holidays, said 
Porter.

Several residents of the 
north side neighborhood in 
which a new siren was re-

cently placed, turned out to 
express appreciation to the 
town council for its decision 
to leave the siren as a torna-
do-only alert and not a signal 

Council updates on street repaving

See Council, Page 2

Residents and visitors to 
Culver driving down Main 
Street may have noticed the 
unassuming “JMC” in the 
window of the storefront 
just north of the Culver Citi-
zen office. And, while many 
in Culver are aware of JMC 
Engineers and who owns and 
operates the company, due 
to the nature of JMC’s work, 
many may not. Since January, 
2007, when four employees 
began working for the com-
pany, JMC has been growing 
steadily to the point that to-
day, 34 people are employed 
there, including two in Wis-
consin, six in Illinois, and five 
around Indianapolis, with the 
rest in the Culver area.

Husband and wife Mike 
and Connie Overmyer make 
up the president and CEO, 
respectively, of JMC Engi-
neers, with Jim Balmer as 
vice president, all of them fa-
miliar names and faces in the 
Culver area, even if Balmer 
hasn’t been seen here as often 
in recent years. 

Balmer grew up in LaPaz 
and moved to Culver in 1970, 
where he met Mike Overmy-
er a year later, when the latter 
had just returned from the Air 
Force. The two were heavily 
involved in community ser-
vice organizations in Culver 
such as 4H, the Jaycees and 
Lions Club, of which Over-
myer is current president. 
Balmer moved to Chicago in 
1986 to become a supervisor 
for his employer, AT&T, with 
whom he moved to several 
cities around the US, even-
tually landing in Paragon, 
near Bloomington, and retir-
ing from AT&T in 1998. His 
children Andrea, Donnie, 
and Donielle were familiar 
faces in the past in Culver’s 
schools; son Patrick is in the 
military, serving in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates.

Overmyer, who graduated 
from Purdue in 1966, has 
long roots in Culver as sug-
gested by his last name, one 
of a handful of prominent 

Culver resident and Acad-
emy grad Justin Ross will be 
back onstage this month at 
the annual Taste of Culver 
festival — besides a gig that 
evening at the Culver Cabana 
restaurant on Jefferson Street 
— with Half Pint Jones, for-
merly Hoodoo Groove, a 
diverse band with a diverse 
sound blending funk, jazz, 
rock, reggae, Latin and a few 
things in between. 

This year, however, the 
band will have its first CD 
under its belt when it hits the 
stage July 12 from 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. on Main Street. “Trilogy 
of Patches and Olaf,” which 

Ross, who plays guitar on the 
album, said was recorded in 
December, 2006 at a studio 
in Michigan. 

“Basically all the (album’s) 
tracks are live,” said Ross. 
“We wanted to capture the el-
ement of a live band. We’ve 
made a lot of improvement in 
our music…but we’re proud 
of our CD.

“All the songs are origi-
nal (compositions),” Ross 
continued. “We tried to se-
lect the most radio friendly 
tunes at the time. It was a 
pretty easy process. There 

‘Fiddler’ is coming!
Elise Paré, top, is the title character in this year’s Maxinkuckee Players performance of ‘Fiddler 
on the Roof,’ which stars Dan Adams (above, left) as ‘Tevye’ and Beth Webster (above, right) 
as Golde. Performances are July 25, 27, and 30, and Aug. 1, 2, and 3. Sunday performances 
are 4 p.m.; all others are 7:30 p.m. More information will appear in next week’s Citizen.

Photo/Paul Paré

Summer Sails
Culver Academies summer school sailboats take the water 
with the school’s three-masted rigger, the R.H. Ledbetter, 
moving up behind. Sailing is one of the programs offered stu-
dents during the school’s summer program.

Photo/Culver aCademies CommuniCations dePt.

Taste of Culver performance 
and new CD on tap for Justin Ross

Batter up
The Culver-Union Twp. Volunteer Fire Dept. won a hard-fought game, 19-18, against the combined Culver Police Dept. 
and Culver EMS June 22, part of the annual charity softball game played at the Culver Community High School softball 
field. Those attending the game were asked to bring a non perishable item for Culver’s food pantry. Fire chief Mike Grover 
said attendance and donations were considerably higher this year than last.
Pictured is Culver EMS’ Sally Ricciardi taking a swing.

Citizen Photo/Jeff Kenney

Culverites’ 
JMC is local 
success story

See JMC, Page 2

Photo submitted
Culver’s Justin Ross, and his band Half Pint Jones, will play 
the taste of Culver for the third straight year later this month.See Ross, Page 2See Briefs, Page 7
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for fires or the noon whistle. Several residents living near the 
intersection of Lake Shore Drive and State Road 10, includ-
ing Laura Yeager and Ann Norton, said the siren was “very 
loud” during testing. 

The town will replace a deteriorating signal atop the town 
hall with new equipment that should be audible throughout 
the community.

Ricciardi, in answer to an audience member question, also 
explained that concrete footers are now in place under a house 
on South Main Street whose placement on stilts above the 
ground has been a matter of concern at recent council meet-
ings. 

The footers will have to dry for 17 days, Ricciardi said, and 
then the house should be lowered to the ground. 

Chris Larson, administrator for a sewer grant awarded re-
cently to the town, was on hand to tell the council it was au-
thorized to move forward with signing the grant. He said the 
target was to have the planning grant work wrapped up by the 
end of the year in hopes that the town could apply for a more 
substantial construction grant around January, 2009. Larson 
said he wanted to touch bases directly since Town Manager 
Sean McDermott, who was handling the grant, has moved on. 
The council approved signing the grant, and will hold a work 
session July 16 to discuss the grant with Larson and Mark 
Sullivan of Commonwealth Engineers.

Sullivan told the council that construction has been com-
pleted in the Long Point area for installation of sewer and 
water, adding that Haskins, Inc., the contractor on the proj-
ect, has billed the town for the balance of the project cost 
— $29,200 — bringing the total cost under the original bud-
geted amount by $5,000-6,000. 

The council approved payment of the balance and also 
heard Town Attorney Ron Gifford’s comment that legal ads 
have run and letters to property owners have been sent af-
firming the annexation of the area into the town of Culver. 
A public hearing finalizing the annexation will take place in 
August.

The town also held a second reading of an ordinance per-
taining to grease trap maintenance for area restaurants and 
food-handling establishments. After notice has been sent to 
the affected entities, said Gifford, the council can hold a third 
and final reading.

The council approved the purchase — at the request of Cul-
ver EMS head Millie Sytsma — of a computer program to 
chart ambulance runs. 

Sytsma added that Memorial Medflight from South Bend 
will be in Culver Monday, July 7 for a one-hour in-service 
at 7:30 p.m., and will fly in a helicopter for training at 8:30 
p.m. 

Culver park director Kelly Young asked the council to 
amend ordinance 1997-003, which officially closes the town 
park at midnight, noting that the ordinance doesn’t address 
leaving cars parked in the parking lot after midnight, some-
thing Young said is becoming a problem. 

In answer to council questions about customers at nearby 
restaurants and other businesses staying parked late, Young 
said, “I’m mainly concerned with 24 hour, overnight park-
ing.”

Gifford will draft a rewrite of the ordinance. 
Fire chief Mike Grover asked permission to close part of 

State Street shortly after the Lakefest parade July 19 for a wa-
ter-ball tournament in which area fire departments use hose 
water pressure to push a ball suspended in the air, in competi-
tion. The council approved the request. 

Ricciardi said she received a letter from Kathryn Breyfogle 
of Culver’s Plan Commission announcing her resignation 
from that commission, which the council approved. A notice 
will go out that the council is seeking a replacement who 
must be a town resident and a Democrat to balance the ticket 
on the commission. 

It was announced that Kelly Young is now the Plan Com-
mission president, Barry McManaway is vice president, and 
Francis Ellert is secretary.

Council from page A1
family names in the area for 
the past century and more. 
His great grandfather, Frank-
lin, arrived here in the 1850s 
and was one of the original 
directors of the State Ex-
change Bank, operated the 
grain elevator and a cheese 
factory in Burr Oak, and 
helped build the Nickel Plate 
railroad there among other 
accomplishments. 

He and Connie’s children 
Garth, Heather, and J.B. all 
graduated from Culver Com-
munity High School, and J.B. 
works for his parents now at 
JMC.

Overmyer became in-
volved in this line of work 
when friend Dennis Westafer 
phoned him searching for 
people to work in removing 
the coax cable first installed 
in the 1980s at the dawn of 
widespread cable television. 
“I started out as an inspec-
tor,” said Overmyer. “My 
first route was 43 miles long; 
I walked behind the trench 
that whole way. This was 
just taking cable out for sal-
vage.”

Both Overmyer and Balm-
er did related work for sev-
eral consulting firms before 
deciding, in July, 2006, to 
start their own company. 
“We were tired of working 

for somebody else,” said 
Balmer. 

Today, JMC acts as engi-
neers, said Overmyer, han-
dling right of way acquisition 
or permitting for AT&T’s 
work with cabling — fiber 
optic and not coax nowadays 
— across the Midwest. JMC 
prepares bid packages and 
sends them out to AT&T-
approved contractors, then 
does construction manage-
ment, drawings, inspection 
of work, and then prepares 
an as-built drawing after con-
struction, to give to AT&T. 
JMC oversees the Midwest 
region, which encompasses 
five states.

“There’s always going to 
be maintenance (of cabling),” 
said Overmyer. “AT&T has 
a lot of routes on the rail-
road right of ways. There’s 
maintenance on bridges and 
culverts, and work that the 
railroad is doing will af-
fect cabling. There’s a lot 
of cross-country routes on 
private easements, and we 
have had to re-route several 
miles of that cable. It’s just 
like roads; they’re there, but 
they need to be maintained 
and improved.”

“We were going to try to 
work with 15 (employees),” 
said Balmer of the compa-

ny’s early vision. “And we 
grew fast.”

“By March (2007), we 
knew we had a tiger by 
the tail,” added Overmyer. 
“We’re consumed (with 
work) most of the time. We 
had a heck of a first year.”

By the beginning of 2008, 
he said, the heads of JMC 
realized their 12 x 12 foot 
office space at Overmyer’s 
house wasn’t sufficient, so 
they moved to a location 
with four office areas in 
downtown Culver. JMC also 
has offices in Bedford, and 

Clifton, Ill. 
The company recently 

gained a new client, said 
Balmer: Smithville Tele-
phone in Elletsville. JMC 
also now has a contract with 
Sprint. In the meantime, 
they’ve just been able to start 
a 401k retirement package for 
their employees, having done 
more than $2 million worth 
of business in their first year 
alone. “It’s been amazing the 
first year,” smiles Balmer. 
“Very successful. We’re en-
joying ourselves, and we 
plan to keep on hiring.”

JMC, from page A1

are more songs now in our 
repertoire.”

In fact, the band has record-
ed a new CD which should 
be hitting stores soon. 

The songs on “Trilogy” 
range from humorous to au-
tobiographical to just plain 
fun. Ross himself writes 
most of the lyrics and chords, 
while the horn parts he leaves 
mostly up to the rest of the 
band. Ross, who takes the 
lead on many of the band’s 
songs, said he’s getting used 
to singing even though it 
wasn’t his original forte.

That forte, after graduat-
ing from Culver Academies, 
was jazz guitar, which Ross 
— originally from the south 
side of Chicago — studied 
under a “very influential” 
professor named Richie Hart 
at the Berkely School of Mu-
sic in Boston, where Ross 
earned a jazz performance 
degree. He returned to Chi-
cago, however, and honed 
his skills “to come to the 
big city of Culver,” laughed 

Ross, who teaches guitar at 
Culver Academies and plays 
the occasional solo jazz per-
formance around town. “I 
wanted to see my name on 
the marquee of Dan Bickel’s 
theater!”

“I’m treating this time (in 
Culver) like my own session 
of grad school,” he said. “Be-
cause of small town life, I’ve 
been able to study and train. I 
have the free time to practice 
a lot.” 

The nucleus of Half Pint 
Jones met at the Bloom 
School of Jazz and played in 
Chicago, recalled Ross. Hur-
ricane Katrina actually fa-
cilitated the current incarna-
tion of the group. Saxaphone 
player Chris Olivier was 
living in New Orleans when 
the storm hit, the hurricane 
flooding his car as he drove 
to Indiana. “He lost every-
thing,” said Ross. “Even his 
sax. (But) he still had our cell 
phone numbers.”

The group, which also in-
cluded trumpet player Mark 

Gamble, recruited Steve 
“Krojo” Krojniewski as 
drummer and Jayson Sites 
as bassist. Steve Pierce was 
added as what Ross called 
the band’s “sound wizard,” 
and Half Pint Jones was 
formed. 

One unexpected tribute 
to the power of the band’s 
music was Culver Acad-
emies’ dance instructor Me-
lissa Tulchinski’s choice of 
the CD track “Skin” as the 
soundtrack to a number she 
choreographed for the spring 

student performance of Dance 
Vision in April. “It was a sur-
prise to me,” said Ross of the 
dance performance at Eppley 
Auditorium. 

Besides the group’s perfor-
mance at this year’s Taste and 
the Cabana, Half Pint Jones 
has a regular roster of perfor-
mances across the Midwest, 
with a schedule available 
at www.halfpintjones.com. 
“Trilogy of Patches and Olaf” 
is available online there as 
well as at www.cdbaby.com 
and www.itunes.com.

Citizen Photo/Jeff Kenney
From left, Jim Balmer, vice president, joins Connie overmyer, 
CEo, and her husband Mike overmyer, president, all of JMC 
Engineers, whose office is located on North Main Street.

Ross, from page A1
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Julie (McKee) overmyer
June 22, 2008
CULVER — Julie (McKee) Overmyer, 78, of Miller’s Mer-

ry Manor, Culver, died Sunday, June 22, 2008.
She is survived by sons: Cortland “Corky” and Carol Over-

myer of  Dorr, Mich., Ned and Barbara Overmyer of Roch-
ester, Brian and Jodie Overmyer of Argos, Thomas and Di-
ana Overmyer of Culver, Brett and Lisa Overmyer of Cicero; 
brothers Vern McKee of Culver and Don McKee of Nappanee 
and sisters: Sadie Fisher of Bremen and Mary Powers of Cul-
ver; and 12 grandchildren.

Visitation was Thursday, June 26 at Grace United Church 
of Christ, Culver, from 4 to 7 p.m.

Services were at 7 p.m. Thursday at the church.
Burial was private.
Bonine-Odom Funeral Home, Culver, is handling arrange-

ments.

The month of July is probably the 
busiest of the year in Culver. From old 
chestnuts like the annual Culver Acad-
emy fireworks display on the 4th, Culver 
Lakefest, and the Maxinkuckee Players 
annual performance, to more recent ad-
ditions like the Sunfish Regatta, Taste of 
Culver, and Culver Triathalon, there’s 
never a dull weekend in Culver this 
month. Here are some highlights: In-
dependence Day fireworks, Culver 
Academies: dusk, July 4.

Third annual Taste of Culver festi-
val, downtown Culver: Saturday, July 
12 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Moonlight Serenade: Friday, July 11 
and Saturday, July 12, dusk.

Culver’s fourth annual Sprint Tria-
thalon (swim .25 mile, bike 10.5 miles, 
run three miles) at Culver Academies: 
Sunday, July 13, 7:30 a.m.

Culver Lakefest: Friday, June 18 
through Sunday, June 20 (www.culver-
lakefest.com)

Susanna Quilters quilt show, Wes-
ley United Methodist church, Cul-
ver: Sat., July 19, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Sunday, July 20, noon to 4 p.m.

The Fireman’s Festival and Lions’ 
Corn Roast: Saturday, July 26

Kiwanis golf outing: Friday, July 
18, with registration 11 am to 1 pm.

The Sunfish Regatta, John Zeglis 
cottage: July 26

Thursday, July 3
Fitness Class, 10:30 a.m., Culver Public Library
Jeff Kenney, Kiwanis Club mtg., 12 p.m., Culver Public 

Library
Alcoholics Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 p.m., Culver Public Li-

brary
Knights of Columbus St. Mary of the Lake Council social 

mtg., 7 p.m., St. Mary of the Lake rectory basement
Friday, July 4

Independence Day fireworks, twilight, Culver Academies
Saturday, July 5

Carillon recital, 4 p.m., Culver Academies Memorial Chapel
Woodcraft Camp Council fire dance, dusk, Culver Acad-

emies
Sunday, July 6

Garrison parade, 6:30 p.m., Culver Academies parade field
Monday, July 7 

Knitting Class, 10 a.m. & 5 p.m., Culver Public Library 
Al-Anon Mtg., 5:30 p.m., Culver Public Library
Overeaters Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 p.m., Culver Public Li-

brary
Tuesday, July 8

Fitness class, 9 a.m., Culver Public Library
Yoga, 10 a.m., Culver Public Library
Town council mtg., 6:30 p.m., town hall

Wednesday, July 9
Genealogy mtg., 10 a.m., Culver Public Library
Lions Club mtg., 6:30 p.m., depot/train station

Thursday, July 10
Fitness Class, 10:30 a.m., Culver Public Library
Kiwanis Club mtg., noon, Culver Public Library
Yoga, 6 p.m., Culver Public Library
Alcoholics Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 p.m., Culver Public Li-

brary
Parks and recreation board mtg., 7 p.m., town hall
Knights of Columbus St. John Vianney Assembly business 

mtg., 7 p.m., St. Mary of the Lake rectory basement

Death notice

Birth
Purcell
Benjamin and Tanya Purcell of Nappanee announce the 

birth of a son born June 18, 2008 at Community Hospital of 
Bremen.

Karson Matthew Purcell weighed 4 pounds, 9 ounces and 
was 18 inches   long.

He was welcomed home by four siblings: Brandon, Allison, 
Keegan and Kaden.

Those interested in sharing 
a meal at REAL Meals are 
asked to call Ruth Walker at 
the nutrition site (the Culver 
beach lodge) before 11 a.m. 
on the day before for reser-
vations, at 574-842-8878. 
There is a suggested dona-
tion of $3.50 for each meal.

Thursday, July 3:  Cab-
bage rolls, corn on the cob, 
tomato and cucumber salad, 
banana pudding, wheat din-
ner roll and margarine, and 
milk.

Friday, July 4:  CLOSED
Monday, July 7:  Smoked 

Sausage and bun, sauerkraut, 
mashed potatoes, spiced ap-
ples, and milk.

Tuesday, July 8:  Pork 
loin, peas, squash, bread and 
margarine, tropical fruit sal-
ad, and milk.

Wednesday, July 9:  
Cheeseburger and bun, corn, 
green beans, apricots, cake, 
and milk.

Thursday, July 10:  Beef 
Manhattan, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, beets, bread and mar-
garine, fresh fruit, and milk.

Friday, July 11:  Tuna 
noodle casserole, peas and 
carrots, Brussel sprouts, 
bread

and margarine, jello with 
fruit, and milk.

REAL Services menu

July highlights

\Culver building inspector 
Russ Mason reminds citizens 
of the basic facts on zoning 
requirements in the town, 
something he says is espe-
cially relevant this time of 
year and sometimes needs a 
helpful reminder. 

This information and 
more is available at the town 
of Culver Web site, www.
townofculver.org.

1. For what types of con-
struction do I need a permit?

A: You need a permit for 
any structural changes in-
cluding additions, remod-
eling that involves major 
electrical, plumbing, and or 
HVAC, new or reconstructed 
decks, fences, stairs, or re-
taining walls.

2. What work can I do that 
does not require a permit?

A: You do not need a per-

mit to do minor interior re-
modeling, or to replace of 
roof shingles,  or to replace 
siding, or to replace win-
dows as long as the open-
ings remain the same. Minor 
replacement of a few boards 
on a deck, stairs or a fence do 
not require a permit.

3. I would like to put up a 
storage shed in my back yard 
do I need a permit for that?

A: If the shed is mounted 
on a foundation a permit 
is required. If it is just skid 
mounted a permit is not re-
quired. The shed, however, 
must meet the setback re-
quirements for the zoning 
district.

4. Do I need a permit to de-
molish a building or garage?

A: Yes, and you may also 
need a soil erosion plan and 
permit to insure that the de-

molition does not cause dis-
turbed soil to leave the site.

5. What does a building 
permit cost?

A: That depends on the 
type of work being done. 
Please refer to Schedule B 
“Improvement Location Per-
mit Fees” in the Culver Zon-
ing Ordinance.

6. Am I in Culver’s zoning 
district?

A: You are if you live in 
the town of Culver or within 
two (2) miles of it.

7. What are the rules about 
fences / retaining walls?

A: They are allowed on 
the property line and require 
a permit. Side yard fences 
(beginning at the front of the 
building and going towards 
the rear) and rear yard fences 
may be up to seven (7) feet 
tall and may be solid. Side 

yard fences (beginning at 
front of the building and go-
ing towards the front) and 
front yard fences may be up 
to five (5) feet tall and must 
be at least fifty (50) percent 
open. These structures must 
also meet the visibility re-
quirements in Section 5.1 
of the Culver Zoning Ordi-
nance.

8. How do I obtain details 
of the Zoning Ordinance?

A: You can purchase a 
copy of the Culver Zoning 
Ordinance at town hall for 
$10 or view it at our web site 
www.townofculver.org.

9. Who do I contact if I 
have additional zoning ques-
tions?

A: Contact the Building 
Commissioner at Town Hall 
200 East Washington 574-
842-3140 or 574-292-4724.

Culver zoning ordinances — Frequently asked questions

Edited by Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

In June, 1951, Hollywood 
movie star June Allyson and 
Dick Powell visited Culver 
Academy for the graduation 
of June’s brother, cadet Arthur 
S. Peters. Allyson had starred 
in a score of films from the 
1940s to 1990s besides a hit-
making television career and 
radio background. Allyson, 
in fact, was Peters’ guest at 
the Academy’s final ball that 
year, and a photo of brother 
and sister together on campus 
made the pages of the Citizen 
and other newspapers.

June Allyson was also the 
favorite movie star of Cul-
ver’s own Marge ‘Termite’ 
Baker, who recently related 
the little-known story of how 
she “saved” Allyson’s gown 
and we almost lost Lake 
Maxinkuckee.

I was working at the Inn 
(as) a maid. I got a call there 
in the evening saying to 
go to room 73 of the West 
Lodge, that somebody want-
ed a gown pressed. (Former 
Culver Citizen editor Rob-
ert) Rust was in there at the 
time, talking to Dick Powell 
and June Allyson. I took the 
gown and went over to the 
Inn. I was pressing it and saw 
the safety pins in the side of 
the gown and said, ‘Oh my 
goodness!’

It was a size 6 so I hunted 

up some snaps; I put four or 
five snaps in, fixed it for her 
and pressed it. I took it and 
knocked on their door. Dick 
answered the door and said, 
‘The lady is here that pressed 
your gown, June,’ so she 
came over and got it.

She says, ‘Well wouldn’t 
you know!’ over and over 
three times. He says, ‘What 
wouldn’t we know?’ She 
says, ‘Look! I will be up 
half the night dancing with 
my brother because there’s 
no safety pins in this gown, 
and he won’t have to worry 
about the safety pins coming 
loose and sticking me, and 
me hollering at him.’ She re-
ally appreciated it, too. She 
told me, ‘This gown’s been 
all over the world, as you can 
see, Marge, but you’re the 
first person that bothered to 
take the safety pins off and 
put snaps on it.’

The next morning, I was 

walking along the lakefront 
and she and Dick were walk-
ing (there too). She remem-
bered me. She said, ‘Good 
morning, Marge. I bet you’re 
going to work now.’ ‘Yes,’ 
I said. ‘What are you doing 
up so early?’ She said, ‘This 
is nothing for us.’ I said, ‘I 
bet you were up dancing all 
night.’ She said, ‘Yes, my 
brother wouldn’t let me stop 
‘til morning!’

Then she says, ‘Now 
Marge, I remember you from 
yesterday; you’re the little 
lady that pressed my dress.’ I 

said, ‘Yes, and I got your au-
tograph yesterday.’ She said, 
‘Go slow and look at your 
beautiful lake here. It won’t 
be here tomorrow morning.’ 
I said, ‘It won’t? Where’s it 
going?’ She said, ‘Dick and I 
are taking it back with us to 
California in the morning!’ 
She was my favorite movie 
star before I knew she was 
coming. I have several of the 
movies she was in. 

Her mother stayed at the 
Inn in room one and I was 
her maid. (June and Dick) 
gave a gift in thanks.

The night June Allyson came to Culver
(and almost removed Lake Maxinkuckee)

Photo Courtesy Culver aCademies arChive.
Movie star June Allyson with her brother, Arthur Peters, at 
Culver Academy in June, 1951. 

Marge “Termite” Baker today
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My wife and I have noticed that 
around Christmas and Easter, even the 
most “edgy,” super-modern churches 
start advertising things like “Candles 
and Carols” services. It seems on the 
really big occasions, people want to ob-
serve the day with some solemnity and 
tradition. Few people want a rock-and-
roll dog-and-pony show for their loved 
one’s funeral, for example. 

That’s one of the reasons the Fourth 
of July is done so well at the Culver 
Academy, which brings me to another 
bit of rambling on favorite childhood 
— uniquely Culver — events of the 
summertime. Having written about the 
Council Fires and the Indian Trails in 
the past few weeks, I was contemplat-
ing a next move and realized this is 
the July 3 issue of the Citizen, which 
leaves Independence Day as a kind of 
no-brainer.

As those readers older than I will re-
call, there was a time before the Lake-
fest fireworks became known as some 
of the most spectacular around…that 
is, a time before Lakefest even ex-
isted…when for decades the Academy 
provided Culver with its only local fire-
works show. I have vivid memories of 
our family driving over to campus and 
finding a suitable spot on the edge of the 
parade field to watch the festivities.

As a child, all of the marching and 
military pomp seemed a long prelude to 
the real payoff, which was, of course, 
45 minutes of loud, colorful explosions 
(in my youngest days, the loud “duds” 
as we called them, were torture on the 
ears!) And don’t get me wrong: there 
have been years even as an adult in 

which too much was more than enough 
of speeches and the like. 

But it was a few years ago, taking 
one or another of our kids to see the 
fireworks — and perhaps an adult guest 
who’d never seen them at the Academy 
— when I really noticed the long pa-
rades of marching students, in step and 
impressive just in their sheer volume, 
discipline, and order. It was almost in-
timidating! But it was certainly memo-
rable. So, too, were the various military 
exercises and ceremonies that led up to 
the display, a shocking reminder that — 
oh, yes! — the Fourth of July is about 
more than fireworks and picnics. 

We don’t get many reminders of that. 
Heck, many of us don’t get many re-
minders that there are things that tran-
scend time and place, which I think is 
part of what’s symbolized by the tra-
ditions and exercises at Culver on the 
Fourth. 

We’ve become a society sometimes 
so intent on non-conformity and the 
“new” that we’re jolted by something 
very old, very traditional, and very sub-
stantial, which is really at the heart of 
any authentic observation of Indepen-
dence Day. 

Of course, I also have warm memories 

of staying out late and dragging home 
drowsy but happy after fireworks. I sup-
pose some of these night-time summer 
traditions — such as the Council Fires 
— are remarkable in hindsight because 
as a kid one didn’t get to stay out late 
all that often. 

And I suppose, as much as anything, 
Independence Day memories for me 
in Culver are memories of family: the 
safety and comfort of having the whole 
family together for a shared event that 
we all enjoyed. That’s something our 
culture is also lacking in more and more 
today. And part of that sense of safety 
came from not having to worry about 
who paid the bills, or getting old, or 
trouble in the Middle East. Ah, the life 
of a child! 

Of course, I’m the adult now (most 
of the time), but half the fun of having 
kids — as I’ve said before in this col-
umn — is laying back and existing for 
a while in their world, which is a world 
without bills and war and worries. And, 
since I tend to hope that the next world 
is kind of akin to that one, I don’t see 
any problem with doing that for a few 
minutes. In fact, we’d all probably be 
healthier if we did.

And that’s just what I plan to do on the 
Fourth this year, in the grass outside the 
horse barn, laying down watching the 
show and hoping my youngest won’t be 
too frightened by the noise.

Now, with daylight saving time, we 
could all be up pretty late waiting for 
the darkness, but that’s one of those 
adult worries I mentioned…and that’s 
for another column.

Fourth of July memories...

In 1982, my wife and I were living in 
Monroe, La. I was the assistant dead-
master of an independent school there. 
We loved the area, but we were from 
the East and were not really very famil-
iar with Louisiana. Around Christmas 
break that year it started raining and it 
didn’t stop.

Now floods have been in news recent-
ly and everyone knows what a levee is 
from the pictures on CNN. Louisiana is 
a flat place, and too much water makes 
the rivers run over pretty quickly. They 
have had levees designed to slow this 
process down for a long time although 
the concept might be a new one to us in 
Culver.

Being unfamiliar with Louisiana and 
floods, I didn’t know any better than to 
be happy about the great parking spots 
in the low end of the parking lot at our 
apartment complex. I parked and went 
to my apartment on the second floor. 
The MG was parked all by itself.

The next morning when I woke up 
and looked out the window, I discov-
ered why all the locals were too smart 
to park at the low end of anything when 
it is raining. My MG had water over the 
dashboard. Even the highest points in 
the lot had about a foot of water.

All of this was pretty exciting. I had 
never seen a flood before. My MG was 
not likely to be too happy about the ex-
perience, but we were in a second floor 
apartment after all. It wasn’t like my 
living room had water in it. I was grate-
ful that I had not gotten an apartment on 
the first floor. The coffee was good.

Neighbors were being neighborly.
Adding to the excitement was the fact 

that President Reagan came and spoke 
from a local radio station. The National 
Guard came with sand and sand bags. 
People had coffee pots running off gen-
erators, and there seemed to be a lot of 
community spirit. I joined the effort to 
help one of the neighborhoods make a 
levee of sandbags. They had a pump 
running to keep the water low inside the 
wall. The National Guard drank a lot of 
coffee and smoked cigars. 

That night the community spirit head-
ed in another direction however, and I 
learned more about levees and human 
nature. I had a clue as to why the Nation-
al Guard might have been called in.

There is a tradition of “walking the 
levee” in Louisiana when there is a 
flood. There is a patrol that walks on 
the wall of dirt that is keeping the wa-
ter where it belongs (in the river). This 
levee kept the water from rising in the 
living rooms of the people who lived on 
the first floor of the apartment complex. 
This all made sense to me. The patrol 
could find a “boil” where the water had 
found a path through the wall. A small 
weak spot could become a large weak 

spot very quickly, 
and if there is a 
patrol, help could 
be summoned to 
bring more bags 
of sand.

The first night I 
suddenly noticed 
that people were 
armed. This did 
not make sense to 
me. I noticed first 
a shotgun and then 
a revolver in a 
holster. The more 
I looked, the more 
we looked like a 
band of revolu-
tionaries. As close 
as I could tell, I 

was the only one there with no firearm 
at all. 

When you are the only unarmed per-
son in a crowd, you wonder if you re-
ally want to know what everyone else 
is expecting to happen. I finally asked 
someone. He told me essentially what I 
found later in a book by William Alex-
ander Percy. In Lanterns on the Levee, 
Percy writes “All of us who grew up in 
the Delta have had experience aplenty 
in guard duty, or ‘walking the levee,’ 
as we called it. The earliest reason for 
this custom was the fear that folks from 
the other side of the river would sneak 
over in a dugout and dynamite our le-
vees in order to relieve the pressure on 
theirs...”

As a side benefit, those who found a 
weak spot in the levee could signal to 
his friends with a shot in the air. Some-
how I had seen this whole experience 
as a lesson in what was right with hu-
man nature. People in the face of disas-
ter were able to work as a team for the 
community good. It turns out that this 
was a lesson in some of the things that 
can be wrong with human nature too.

The story had a happy ending. There 
were no shots fired at people from the 
other side of the river, and the dynamite 
seemed the stuff of legends anyway. 
My MG lost some wheel bearings, but 
it suffered little other real damage. The 
National Guardsmen went back to their 
day jobs and were probably no worse 
for all the coffee and cigars.

In 1983, I decided that Monroe had 
been fun, but the school didn’t seem 
to hold much future for me. I moved 
North, and I haven’t had the chance to 
patrol a literal levee since.

I am reminded of this experience ev-
ery time I see flooding on TV or read 
about it in the paper. There are lessons 
here which I will leave the reader to dis-
cern because I am out of column space. 

I will ask you to go take a look at Luke 
10: 25-37. Think of who your neighbors 
are and how Jesus calls you to respond 
to them.

Blessings from the Culver Acad-
emies!

Tom Haynes served as interim Director of Religious 
Programs at the Academies for the 2007-08 aca-
demic year while the school conducted a search for 
a chaplain.   

Pastor’s 
Corner

By Tom Haynes
The Culver Academies

The Rain ‘...and who is my neighbor?’
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View from 
Main Street

By Jeff Kenney
Editor

It’s summertime, time to devour those juicy novels on 
the beach. OK, so reading about composting isn’t exactly 
juicy. But if you are looking for some interesting, easy, 
and fun read-
ing this sum-
mer on ways 
to live green, I 
have a couple 
of suggestions 
for you. Please 
r e m e m b e r , 
though, that 
though books 
and magazines 
are chock full 
of ideas to con-
serve energy, 
make healthier 
choices, and use less chemicals, it can get overwhelming if 
you try to do it all at once. I’ve found it’s more effective to 
build change into my life slowly and not to be discouraged 
if learning new habits takes time.  

Recently I attended the Green Festival in Chicago. While 
I was there, I met Jenn Savedge, a writer and mother of two 
young daughters who has just published a book entitled 
“The Green Parent: a Kid-Friendly Guide to Earth-Friend-
ly Living” (Kedzie Press). It’s a book for busy parents who 
are environmentally-conscious, but also busy living life! 
It’s a small book, but very thorough, and it is divided into 
chapters and sections to make it easy to thumb through. 
Savedge covers an amazing amount of topics: green re-
modeling, natural cleaning products, helping your school 
or workplace become more “earth-friendly,” composting 
and recycling—everything parents need to know. Her book 
also includes interviews with other parents and experts who 
offer even more practical, easy-to-do ideas.

Living more lightly on the planet is something we have 
to demonstrate to our kids, says Savedge. “No matter how 
hard you try to teach your children to do the right thing,” 
she says. 

Here’s another book that covers much the same ground 
as Savedge’s, but with a chick-lit approach. Author So-
phie Uliano contends in her book “Gorgeously Green: 8 
Simple Steps to an Earth-Friendly Life” (Harper Collins) 
that you can be stylish, well-groomed, and attractive and 
still live sustainably. (Remember, living sustainably means 
using resources wisely so there’s enough left over for the 
next generation). After all, she lives in Hollywood, and 
you wouldn’t want to walk around in shoes that look like 
loaves of bread, according to her. By the way, actress Julia 
Roberts penned the foreword to her book.

One thing I appreciate about Uliano is her honesty. Her 
approach is not moralistic finger-wagging, but practi-
cal, humorous, and refreshing, especially for women who 
want to make better choices for the environment, but who 
don’t consider Grizzly Adams a fashion icon. It  made me 
uncomfortably aware of the problems in the clothing in-
dustry—lack of fair wages for workers, sweatshop condi-
tions—problems that just don’t seem to go away as we buy 
cheap clothes and toss them after a few wearings.

Like Savedge, Uliano includes a plethora of ideas and 
resources, but her book stands out for its sections on fash-
ion, cosmetics, and clothing—topics dear to her audience’s 
heart. To her credit, Uliano seems to have tried many of 
the products she recommends (or doesn’t recommend) and 
practices what she preaches. Her book is actually an eight-
week plan that purports to help readers make these changes 
step by step, with a little yoga sprinkled in for good mea-
sure.

There you have it—some environmentally-friendly sum-
mer reading. Now what we really need for summer is a 
new Harlequin Romance Series that blends passion with a 
green lifestyle—a kind of “As the Compost Turns.” I can 
see it now: “‘No, Blaine,’ she cried, placing her sweaty yet 
immaculately manicured hands against his taut, muscular, 
and also heaving chest, ‘don’t throw that bottle away! It 
can be recycled!’”

Marianne Peters is a freelance writer based in Plym-
outh. She is also a certified Master Gardener. You can send 
questions or comments to her through the Pilot News or 
her Web log: http://hoosierwordsmith.typepad.com.

Slather on the sunscreen

hoosier 
habitat:
easy Ways     

to live Green
by marianne Peters
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By Robert B.D. Hartman
Culver Academies historian

Rossow was also instructed 
to lay plans for a mass move-
ment of cadets, horses, and 
equipment to the tri-centen-
nial celebration of England’s 
settlement at Jamestown, Va. 
To Gignilliat and the Culver 
family, it was a perfect op-
portunity to show off their 
Summer School. The James-
town Exposition would be in 
full swing, and provide “the 
experience of a lifetime” for 
the campers and, of course, 
publicity for the school. Dur-
ing the winter of 1906, pro-
motional materials were sent 
to prospects and when camp 
convened the following June 
the excitement of a trip to 
Virginia and Washington 
was palpable.

On the morning of Aug. 
19, 1907, the excursion be-
gan. Captains “Duke” Ken-
nedy and Rossow were dis-
patched on the first of two 
special trains. It was com-
prised of three baggage cars 
and three palace horse cars 
carrying 48 mounts of the 
newly formed Summer Cav-
alry School, all cadet bag-
gage, tents, cots, equipment 
for almost a week, guns, and 
artillery. Their charge was to 
have a fully operational tent 
camp ready when the cadets 
arrived. 

Later in the morning a sec-
ond special then pulled into 
the Academy siding near 
Main Barrack and began to 
board the official party and 
the 374 cadets of the Naval 
and Cavalry programs. This 
“special” contained 10 Pull-
man sleepers and a baggage 
car, and was thought to be 
the longest passenger train 
ever to travel on the Culver 
to Logansport branch of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad.

The Culver special passed 
through Logansport, then 
Kokomo, and continued to 
Cincinnati where it stopped. 
With their band supplying 
the music, the Summer Bat-
talion unloaded and marched 
to a downtown hotel for eve-
ning dinner. Gignilliat, of 
course, delighted in showing 
off his cadets. After supper, 
they marched back to the sta-
tion, boarded the train, and 
proceeded to White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va., for a break-
fast stop at the Greenbrier 
resort.

The last car in the quarter-
mile long train was reserved 
for officials of the Academy 
and members of the Culver 
family. Among them were 
Emily Jane Culver, widow of 
the school’s founder, her son, 
Edwin and his wife, Major 
and Mrs. Gignilliat, Captains 
Glascock and Greiner, the 
Quartermaster Walter Hand 
and Miss Stewart, the Acade-
my nurse. The other cars con-
tained tactical officers Grant, 
Crandall, Noble, Mowbray 
and McNagny who watched 
over the welfare of their ca-
det charges.

An early afternoon 
“stretch” in Charlottesville, 
Va. was followed by a late 
afternoon stop in Richmond. 
Gignilliat took the lead in 
marching the cadets to the 
renowned Jefferson Hotel 
where everyone enjoyed a 
dinner of “delicious viands.” 
Near the end of the meal, the 
dining room orchestra played 
“Dixie,” much to the delight 
of the cadets from the south-
ern states. 

After marching back to 
the train, the contingent con-
tinued to Newport News, 
remaining overnight until a 
morning ferry transported 
them to Jamestown. Once at 
the exposition site, they took 
up residence in their recently 
assembled tent camp. The re-
mainder of the day was spent 
getting settled into tents, 
drilling, and sightseeing.

On Aug. 21, the Exposi-
tion Committee sponsored 
a “Culver Day.” Among 
those in the official review-
ing party were veterans of 

the Mexican War of 1846 
who were invited guests of 
Mr. E.R. Culver. Captain 
Greiner, Gignilliat’s aide, 
commanded five companies 
of cadets and the Summer 
Naval School Band. Artil-
lery advisor, Captain Harold 
Bays, headed two sections 
of one-pounders, and Cap-
tain Noble directed a Gatling 
gun that was pulled by cadets 
harnessed to drag ropes. 

The Summer Black Horse 
Troop, commanded by Cap-
tain Rossow, then passed-in-
review. If there was a linger-
ing concern over the ability 
of summer troopers to man-
age their horses, it was dis-
pelled quickly. Their lines 
were near perfect and won 
praise from the ageing veter-
ans of the Mexican War.

At the conclusion of the 
parade, Culver was given 
high praise by the official 
reviewing party headed by 
George C. Foss, Chairman 
of the Naval Committee of 
Congress. Characterizing the 
cadets as “the best equipped 
and best disciplined military 
school next to West Point 
and Annapolis,” he paid 
tribute “to the philanthropy 
of the founder, Henry Har-
rison Culver, and his no less 
patriotic widow, Emily Jane 
Culver.”

That night, the Summer 
School staged one of its fa-
mous balls, and the cotillion 
was as precise as the parade 
earlier in the day. Admiral 
Harrington, Chairman of the 
Jamestown Naval Board, and 
Mrs. Emily Jane Culver, led 
the cadet officers with their 
dates through the “Culver 
anchor figure.”

On Aug. 24, the Comman-
dant of the Norfolk Naval 
Yard sent two government 
tugs to the deepwater pier at 
Jamestown and transported 
the entire Culver contingent 
to the battleships “Minne-
sota” and “Missouri.” Their 
departure was uneventful 
but when the tugs reached 
the Missouri, the officer-of-
the-deck refused to allow it 
to off-load its consignment 
of cadets, fearing the op-
eration would mar the paint. 
The officer-of the deck on 
the “U.S.S. Minnesota” was 
more amenable to the visi-
tors from Indiana and the 
cadets were welcomed for 
a “soup to nuts” tour of the 
grand ship. 

On Sunday, the 25th, the 

cadets, loaded with baggage 
and rifles, marched back to 
the deep water pier where 
they boarded the steamship 
“Newport News” for Wash-
ington, D.C. Traveling up the 
Chesapeake Bay and then 
along the Potomac River, 
the Academy party finally 
arrived at the capital in the 
later afternoon.

 The mounts of the Black 
Horse Troop were saddled 
before the steamship docked, 
and the Troopers debarked 
first, standing fast on a side 
street as cadets passed bag-
gage to waiting wagons. 
Then, in military formation, 
the entire naval battalion unit 
boarded wagons on Seventh 
Avenue for a short ride to 
the Ebbitt House Hotel. For 
once, they did not march — a 
Sunday ordinance prohibited 
bands and parades!

Bright and early on Mon-
day, and a week after depart-
ing from Culver, the cadets 
began a series of activities 
in the nation’s capital. Led 
by the Band, they marched 
to the Smithsonian Museum, 
then reformed and marched 
to the Treasury Department 
for a tour and a group pho-
tograph. That afternoon, they 
were inspected by Truman 
Newberry, Acting Secretary 
of the Navy. Following din-
ner, the entire Culver con-
tingent enjoyed “a bill of 
Vaudeville” at Chase’s The-
atre.

Tuesday morning was an-
other day of sightseeing. 
The battalion marched to the 
Capitol Building, but were 
intercepted by police and in-
formed that since the invasion 

of “Coxey’s Army” in 1894, 
no organization was permit-
ted to march on the capitol 
grounds without Congres-
sional approval. They broke 
ranks and, probably wonder-
ing who Cox was and what 
was his “army,” had a tour of 
the Senate and House cham-
bers and up to the top of the 
dome. Later Major Gignilliat 
had them form for a group 
photograph on the east steps 
of the Capitol.

Gignilliat had also ar-
ranged a surprise treat for the 
footsore cadets – transpor-
tation by “fifteen immense 
sightseeing automobiles.” 
Referred to by the cadets as 
the “rubber neck” wagons, 
the contingent began a riding 
tour of the city. In the after-
noon, passes were issued for 
individual excursions, in-
cluding trips to the Washing-
ton Monument and Mount 
Vernon.

That was the last of the 
idle time the boys would 
have. After dinner, the Cal-
vary unit mounted up and 
rode to nearby Fort Myer 
where they drilled in the Post 
Riding Hall. Meantime, the 
Naval School students be-
gan a memorable trip to An-
napolis and a visit to the U.S. 
Naval Academy. At 10 p.m. 
a special train departed for 
the short trip to the Maryland 
capital, and they spent night 
aboard their Pullman cars.

In the morning they 
marched through the historic 
city to the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy Parade Ground where 
they became the first corps 
of a private institution to be 
so received on the drilling 

ground of admirals.
The highlight of their day 

came when fourth classmen 
at the Naval Academy ac-
cepted a Culver challenge 
and met the inland sailors 
from Lake Maxinkuckee in 
a cutter race on the Severn 
River. Though it was hast-
ily arranged, the contest was 
destined to find a major place 
in the nautical tales and tra-
ditions of Culver. 

Two cutter crews from 
each school paired off for 
a 1-mile race and amid the 
cheers, whistles, and horns, 
the Culver coxswains man-
aged their boats the best and 
won both races. One of the 
boys in Culver’s first boat, 
rowing at the starboard bow, 
was William Jennings Bry-
an, Jr., son of the “boy orator 
of the Platte” and three-time 
candidate for the U.S. Presi-
dency.

Returning to Washington 
on the morning of Aug. 30, 
the young sailors joined the 
Troopers for luncheon at the 
Hotel Raleigh. The dining 
room was on the 11th floor 
and there was great excite-
ment over the view and the 
slow pace of the two small 
elevators. As a result, depar-
ture from Union Station was 
delayed for two hours. 

The train fell even further 
behind in western Virginia, 
and arrangements were made 
for breakfast in Charleston, 
W. Va., rather than Cincin-
nati! A tired group of boys 
straggled to the Manhattan 
Restaurant for dinner when 
the train finally reached Cin-
cinnati, then collapsed on the 
train for an unexpected over-

night on the sleeper. Early on 
the morning of Aug. 31, the 
“Culver Special” arrived at 
the Academy siding and the 
cadets began to off-load.

Not surprisingly, Bertram 
Culver asked for an account-
ing of all expenses. In tally-
ing up the cost of the James-
town Exposition excursion, 
the Academy Quartermaster 
Walter Hand reported that 
just more than $25,000 had 
been expended. 

Considering that tuition 
and uniforms were $207.50 
per boy, the trip was about 
one third of the school’s 
gross income for the summer 
session. To the Culver fam-
ily, Colonel Fleet and Major 
Gignilliat, it was money well 
spent. The school was “on 
the map,” the press coverage 
had been extensive, the bat-
talion had performed mag-
nificently, and for 374 boys, 
it was the trip of a lifetime.

Unfortunately, there was 
no carrot to dangle before 
prospective students in 1908 
and enrollment dropped to 
302. 

Nevertheless, Gignilliat 
and the Culver family could 
never have bought such 
publicity and the numbers 
began to increase as mar-
keting skills improved. By 
1912, Naval School enroll-
ment reached 316, the Troop 
was up to 80, and the new 
Woodcraft Camp registered 
36 members. It was clear 
that the Naval and Cavalry 
Schools were on solid foot-
ing and the Woodcraft pro-
gram would soon swell the 
ranks of the summer pro-
grams even more.

The Jamestown Exposition of 
1907 – Culver campers move east
Culver Academies’ historian looks back - part three

Photos/Culver aCademies arChives

Above: A visit to the USS Minnesota by Culver’s Naval and Cavalry schools was one highlight of the trip to Jamestown in 1907.
Below: The train to Virginia prepares to leave Culver, 1907.
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On Saturday, July 5, John Gouwens will present a carillon 
recital at 4 p.m. on the 51-bell carillon at the Memorial Cha-
pel of the Culver Academies. 

In honor of the nearby Independence Day holiday, the re-
cital will feature settings of patriotic songs — America, The 
National Anthem — as well as settings of some traditional 
American hymns and folk songs.

The program will also include a broad range of American 
compositions for carillon. The first true American concert 
music for the carillon originated with a group of talented 
composers active in the 1950s at The University of Kansas, 
with much encouragement from then-university carillonneur 
Ronald Barnes. 

KU composition professor John Pozdro wrote a piece in 
1953, “Landscape,” for Barnes, and much he later wrote sev-
eral more advanced and extensive pieces. This early Pozdro 
piece will be included in the July 5 recital. 

Kansas piano professor Roy Hamlin Johnson showed 
a special talent for writing carillon music, and he quickly 
became the most highly-respected American composer for 
carillon, acknowledged worldwide. One of Johnson’s unique 
contributions to the literature was a new way of harmonizing 
traditional melodies — in a way perfectly suited to the so-
norities of the bells. He applied these techniques in a variety 
of ways through a large collection of “hymn preludes.” One 
of the finest of these will be included in the recital: a setting 
of the Easter plainchant “Victimae paschali laudes.”

Composer Gary White was introduced to the carillon when 
he was a student at The University of Kansas, with Pozdro 
among his teachers. He received several commissions to 
write additional carillon pieces after he was himself a com-
position professor, at Iowa State University. His atmospher-
ic “Asteroids” is the most recent of those pieces, written in 
1991, and is strikingly effective on the carillon. 

Daniel Robins had a short but brilliant career as a carillon-
neur before his untimely death in 1970 at age 33. The July 
5 program will include Robins’s three-movement “Sonate,” 
which was written in 1960, while he was in The Netherlands, 
but which was unpublished until this year.

Barnes left Kansas in 1963, and was followed in that posi-
tion by Albert Gerken, an outstanding carillonneur. Gerken 
wrote some fine pieces also, but the most effective of all of 
them is the “Pastel in Bronze.” That piece is included, as 
well as a virtuosic “Waltz” by Gouwens. Gouwens studied 
with Gerken, so here also there is a Kansas connection.

Much earlier, in the 1930s, Samuel Barber, then a young 
composition student, studied carillon as part of a special 
project of the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. One 
of the pieces that resulted from his brief encounter with the 
carillon is a somber but highly effective “Dirge.” The pro-
gram will end on a brighter note, however, with the Appala-
chian white spiritual, “Clear the Way, the World is Waking,” 
in a brilliant setting by Barnes.

Printed programs will be available near the south doors of 
the chapel. After the recital, Gouwens will conduct a tour of 
the tower and demonstrate the carillon to all who are interest-
ed. The recital is open to the public. Additional carillon recit-
als are scheduled every Saturday afternoon in July at 4 p.m.

Carillon recital 
planned for Saturday Emergency Responder R. 

Edward Geiselman, a 1967 
graduate of Culver High 
School, recently completed 
Homeland Security training 
at the Center for Domestic 
Preparedness (CDP), located 
in Anniston, Ala. The CDP is 
operated by the United States 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity’s Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and is 
the only federally-chartered 
Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion

(WMD) training facility in 
the nation.

Dr. Geiselman resides in 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., with 
his wife Cindy and two chil-
dren Grant and Garianna. 

He has been a professor at 
UCLA for 30 years, where 
he has taught courses in fo-
rensic psychology. He has 
published more than 100 re-
search papers and six books. 
He was sponsored at the CDP 
facility by the Los Angeles 
Sheriff’s Dept. He plans to 
retire to Culver when the 
time comes.

The CDP provides feder-
ally-funded, interdisciplin-
ary training for emergency 
responders from across the 
United States and U.S. Ter-
ritories, for ten responder 
disciplines: Emergency 
Management, Emergency 
Medical Service, Fire Ser-
vice, Governmental Ad-

ministrative, Hazardous 
Materials, Healthcare, Law 
Enforcement, Public Health, 
Public Safety Communica-
tions, and Public Works.

Healthcare and Public 
Health training is conducted 
at the CDP’s Noble Train-
ing Facility, the nation’s only 
hospital facility dedicated to 
training hospital and health-
care professionals in disaster 
preparedness and response.

Many training courses cul-
minate at the CDP’s Chemi-
cal, Ordnance, Biological 
and Radiological Training 
Facility, the nation’s only fa-
cility featuring civilian train-
ing exercises in a true toxic 
environment, using chemical 

agents. The advanced hands-
on training enables respond-
ers to effectively prevent, 
respond to, and recover from 
real-world incidents involv-
ing acts of terrorism and oth-
er hazardous materials.

Responders attending CDP 
training are specially select-
ed from the nation’s 11 mil-
lion emergency responders. 
Training at the CDP ensures 
that responders gain critical 
skills and confidence to be 
better prepared to effectively 
respond to local incidents or 
potential WMD incidents.

Additional information 
about CDP training programs 
can be found at http://cdp.
dhs.gov.

Geiselman completes training

“By focusing on particular 
parts of the body, the blood 
flow is increased and so is the 
oxygen flow and this brings 
more nutrients to the cells.  
Meditation also improves 
concentration by strength-
ing the mind and being better 
able to focus. In these times 
when we have so much to do 
and our minds seem to rush 
form one thought to another 
out of necessity, it is vital to 
take a few moments each day 
to meditate or just learn to sit 
quietly.”  
Kiwanis golf outing 

Culver’s Kiwanis Club will 
hold its 11th annual Charity 
Golf Scramble Friday, July 
18 to benefit local children’s 
related charities. Registra-
tion is from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Entry fees — $260 per four-
some or $65 per individual 
— include 18 holes of golf, 
food, soft drinks, awards re-
ception, door prizes, favors, 
good times and great camara-
derie. Entry forms — which 
should be submitted by July 
16 — may be obtained by 

calling Dusty Henricks at 
574-842-4280 or Julie Bess 
at 865-603-2241. 
Sunfish Regatta 
scheduled July 26 

The sixth annual Lake 
Maxinkuckee Sunfish Re-
gatta will take place July 26. 
Hosted at the John Zeglis 
cottage at 1614 East Shore 
Drive on Maxinkuckee’s 
shores, the regatta launches 
from the Zeglis pier with 
registration starting at 10 
a.m., a skipper’s meeting 
at 10:30 a.m., and the race 
kickoff between 10:45 and 
11 a.m. The event consists 
of two races in simple, trian-
gular courses, followed by a 
return to the Zeglis home for 
a barbecue picnic for sailors 
and support crews. Ribbons 
and trophies are awarded for 
each class in the regatta: the 
Youth, Culver Woodcrafter, 
Women’s, Seniors, and now 
a Lasers division as well. 

The Sunfish Regatta con-
cludes with a traditional can-
dy toss for the youth in atten-
dance, wrapping everything 

up by 2 p.m. 
More information may be 

obtained by e-mailing John 
Zeglis at john@jzeglis.com. 
Market Basket offers 
summer classes

The Market Basket and 
Company, 13775 S.R. 17 
Culver, is offering several 
summer classes. 

Children’s Classes: All 
children’s classes are Thurs-
days, 9:30-11:30 a.m. July 
10: Tie-Dye — each child 
will tie-dye two items, in-
cluding a pillowcase and a 
shirt; please provide shirt 
size). Aug. 8: Paper Craft 
(design cards, bookmarks, 
and a journal.

Other Classes: All adult 
classes are Wednesdays from 
1-3 p.m. July 16: Bead and 
wire art — decorate serv-
ing utensils, stemmed ware 
and other items. All classes 
have a requirement of five 
students and a maximum of 
10-12; every class must be 
prepaid at least three days 
in advance (fee will be re-
funded if minimum not met). 

All classes are $15 per per-
son and include all supplies. 
Please call 574-842.2145 for 
more information.
SR 110 closed

State Road 110 will be 
closed at Eddy Creek along 
the Fulton/Marshall County 
line through August 2008 
during a bridge replacement 
project. The S.R. 110 Eddy 
Creek bridge is approximate-
ly 4 miles west of U.S. 31.
Winter art of 
Lake Maxinkuckee 
on display

“When Summer Sleeps: 
Winter Scenes of Culver and 
Lake Maxinkuckee,” a show-
ing of Culver-based artwork, 
will continue through July 31 
at the Culver Coffee Com-
pany. The art exhibit fea-
tures Viki Anderson, Mark 
Burkett, Beth Forst, Jeanne 
McLeish and Dana Weber. 
Citizen cell phone

Culver Citizen editor Jeff 
Kenney may be reached by 
cell phone at 574-261-7887.   

Briefs, from page A1
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