
By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

In the approximately 40 
years he’s spent at Culver 
Academies, Richard Davies 
has seen the school transform 
radically, right alongside the 
country it mirrors in so many 
ways. 

Along the way, he’s de-
veloped a sense of the sig-
nificance of the place and its 
mythos, which among other 
things he turned into a fan-
tasy novel (“Swords at Cul-
ver,” 2007) and an extensive 
thesis paper on the history of 
the school, a unique project 
in its own right. 

He’s also working on a 
history of those tumultuous 
decades at Culver since his 
1966 arrival; all of this in ad-
dition to the scores of grate-
ful students in his history and 
mythology classes and recip-
ients of his coaching skills. 

Davies grew up on a farm 
between Valparaiso and 
Chesterton, graduating from 
Valparaiso High School and 
attending college at George-
town before graduating from 
Depaw. 

He finished his teaching 
certification at Valparaiso 
University after spending 
time in the Peace Corps in 
Panama. 

While at Valpo U., Da-
vies says, he read the novel 
“A Separate Peace,” “and I 
thought it would be neat to 

teach at a private boarding 
school (as a result).”

He addressed a letter to 
Col. William Gregory, for-
mer superintendent at Culver 
who had actually been dead 
for several years. Eventually 

the letter reached Dean Ben-
son, who hired Davies. “I 
fell in love with the place,” 
he recalls.

Two years later – he left 
Culver the day Robert Ken-
nedy was shot – Davies was 

working for Hubert Humphry 
in that fateful election year, 
1968, after which he attend-
ed the University of Wales 
Aberwystethe, where he at-
tained his master’s degree. 

Next came two years at 
Oxford, after which, during 
the summer of 1974 – “the 
Nixon resignation summer,” 
smiles Davies – he called 
then-commandant of cadets 
Carl Steely to ask if Culver 
Academy had any openings. 
It did, and he’s been here, 
with the exception of one 
year, ever since.  

Among other classes, he 
taught world geography, 
government, European histo-
ry, and around 1979 created 
a one-semester philosophy 
course which he taught until 
quite recently. 

Resulting from a 1991 trip 
to Columbia for a year as a 
Klinginstein Fellow, Davies 
created a course in mythol-
ogy, literature, and popular 
culture based loosely on the 
ideas of Joseph Campbell 
(“The Power of Myth”) and 
which used the first three 
“Star Wars” films as “texts.” 
He taught the popular course 
at Culver with Cathy Lint-
ner. 

Davies also found that 
“coaching was as important 
as teaching in terms of mak-
ing me a better teacher.”

He stepped into coaching 

in 1966, right on the heels 
of the sudden death (by heart 
attack) of world famous ca-
noist Kalman Blaho, former 
national coach of the Hungar-
ian and Italian canoe teams, 
who had come to Culver just 
nine months before his death 
to coach. 

Eventually, Davies would 
spend over a quarter century 
coaching crew; he thinks he 
was instrumental in bringing 
Guy Weaser – “the guru of 
crew in the entire Midwest,” 
Davies notes – to Culver. “He 
created a wonderful program 
here,” adds Davies.

“You can’t motivate peo-
ple,” Davies says he learned 
in coaching, “by yelling at 
them, as a coach or anything 
else. You have to find ways 
of getting people to develop 
the potential they have. I 
think I was able to visual-
ize and picture that initially 
in coaching, and it also in-
fluenced me in the way I 
taught. I was moving away 
from giving information to 
students, but instead getting 
the students to get the infor-
mation themselves.”

This speaks to some of the 
changes Davies has seen at 
the school in recent years.

“One of the things that’s 
happened at Culver is it’s be-
come far more student-cen-

Wesley church 
auction and picnic

Culver’s Wesley United 
Methodist church will hold 
a community picnic and auc-
tion Sunday, Aug. 17 at the 
Culver train station. The pic-
nic will take place from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch will be 
provided; donations for the 
Culver Food Pantry will be 
welcomed for the meal!). 
Homemade pie and silent 
auction will begin at 12:30 
p.m., with the “main auction” 
to follow. 

Some items up for auction 
include four box seat tick-
ets to a Cubs game; dinner 
at the Pinder’s; a 2008 Cul-
ver sectional winners signed 
basketball; a photograph of 
the O.W. Fowler’s maiden 
voyage; “Texas Star” hand 
stitched queen size quilt 
(made by members of the 
church past and present); a 
Marshall County Courthouse 
watercolor by Esther Powers 
Miller, and much more.

For more details, visit 
www.culverwesleyumc.org. 
Activities for children will 
be provided. Any questions, 
please call the church at 574-
842-2900.
Community meal 
at Grace Aug. 15

Grace United Church of 
Christ will hold its monthly 
community meal on Friday, 
Aug. 15 at 6 p.m. All are in-
vited to this free, ecumeni-
cal event whose purpose is 
to share a friendly meal in 
a welcoming, community 
atmosphere. The meals are 
held on the 15th day of each 
month in the basement of the 
church. All are welcome.
Center for Culver
History needs items

The Center for Culver His-
tory is in need of area artifacts 
to display in our recently ren-
ovated museum. Items can 
either be  a permanent gift 
to our collection or a loan. 
Artifacts can be dropped off 
at the Library.  Please stop 
in and see us in the lower 
Carnegie level of the Culver 
Union Township Library dur-
ing regular Library hours.  
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Last hurrah
Culver’s public beach was the site of some last efforts to squeeze more summer fun before the school year begins. Above, from left to right, Autumn Wilson, Culver, Abby Manikowski, Argos, 
Samantha Poisel, Argos (all age 8) join Makayla Wilson, age 6 of Culver, as they enjoy the last school-free summer beach days Aug. 6 at Culver’s town park beach. Behind them is Nate 
Manikowski, age 3. Culver Community Schools kicked off its first day Aug. 13.              citizen photo/jeff kenney

Richard Davies: Not resting on his laurels following his recent retirement.
citizen photo/jeff kenney

Of history, oars, and swords
Davies’ decades at Culver form his identity

Traversing the Max
Janet Winters, far right, daughter of Ralph and Barbara Winters of Culver, is joined here by her hus-
band Paul Preckel and Maria Marshall (far left), and Corinne Alexander.  The four, all from Lafayette, 
swam across Lake Maxinkuckee in 58 minutes, starting from the public landing on West Shore Dr. 
and arriving at the landing on East Shore Ln., a distance of one nautical mile. The group was assisted 
by the  Winters as well as Culver’s Lake Patrol boat (driven by Chuck Dilts), with Bob and Becky 
Kreuzberger and Russ and Rita Mason in their respective boats as ‘spotters.’

citizen photo/jeff kenney

The sun sets on 
another Maxinkuckee 
summer

CULVER – Cooking School 
fans, Taste of Home is coming to 
Culver Academies’  Eppley Audi-
torium on Tuesday, Sept. 23 with 
a lineup of 
recipes fea-
turing “Fresh 
Ideas for 
Fall.”  

A u t u m n 
brings cooler 
weather, hearty appetites and a 
longing for comfort food. But who 
wants to spend endless hours in 
the kitchen?  Today’s cooks want 
that flavor punch without all the 
fuss. Shortcuts to cooking healthy, 
eye-appealing meals are sought 
after  by new-to-the-range as well 
as seasoned cooks.

The Pilot News Group, Martin’s 

Super Market and Taste of Home 
culinary specialist Dana Elliott are 
planning an evening packed with 
creative ideas for fall dining and 

e n t e r -
ta in ing .  
Start with 
a variety 
of local 
v e n d o r 
exhibits, 

blend in 10 quick and delicious  
recipes, add a good measure 

of special door prizes awarded 
to several lucky winners, and top 
that off with a gift bag for every 
attendee.

The Tuesday, Sept. 23 cooking 
school starts promptly at 7 p.m., 

Taste of Home 
Cooking School 
coming to Culver

See Taste, page B1
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tered than when I first came to Culver. Instead of a teacher 
lecturing students, I like having students collaborate with one 
another; learning how to work in a group is an absolutely es-
sential skill.”

As a historian, Davies recognizes the significance of 
changes, both subtle and major, in the direction of the school 
over the latter half of the twentieth century. The transition of 
the older model of Culver to the newer can be seen in the end 
of the era of Gen. Leigh Gignilliat as superintendent and the 
onset of Col. Gregory’s leadership tenure. 

“My research (on my Culver history thesis paper) stopped 
in the early sixties when groups from Yale came to Culver to 
do a study of the Culver program,” says Davies. “In many 
ways, the Yale report is far more important than the (perhaps 
better known) Harvard report, which in a sense said Culver 
should become a vocational school. Yale said we had to make 
conscious effort to go out and recruit what they referred to at 
the time as ‘Negro’ students and we did, shortly after that…
also, up to that point all the faculty still had military titles, 
and we did away with all that.”

Davies says he is working on a modern history of Culver. 
“In the timeline, I’m up to 1990 now,” he explains. “I would 
like to get as close to the present as possible, and I would like 
to see that put on the web. We really need to get a sense that 
a lot has happened since the 1960s.”

“On the CMA side,” Davies says, referring to the difficult 
years of the 1970s at Culver, “it’s the rise of the Phoenix from 
the ashes.”

“You’re also dealing with a lot of nostalgia,” he adds. “Nos-
talgia can be the enemy of truth. Every student that comes to 
Culver tends to mythologize the experience; that becomes 
‘the’ paradigm with which you look at Culver.”

Davies is also working on several works of fiction, includ-
ing a sequel to “Swords at Culver.” The original novel, as one 
might expect, was replete with Culver references, including 
to real people. 

“One character was based on Tim Markle, a former student 
of mine who loved mythology…and the monster figures in 
the story come right out of stock archetypes. One was based 
on a Potawatomi Indian story; they believed in a creature that 
lived in the water. I looked at this and thought, ‘Whoah, I’ve 
had a scene (involving such a monster) in my mind in front 
of the Huffington (library).’”

The sequel, he says, involves some of the original char-
acters as well as some new ones, again based on people he 
knew at Culver. This new story will be steeped in a number 
of attributes of Buddhist culture, Davies adds. 

“Writing a fictional story is hard work. To get it right, at 
certain points I would read a section aloud to my students in 
class to ask whether it sounded right or too stilted.” 

The response to “Swords,” he says, has been very posi-
tive. 

Davies says he is also working on a memoir of his own life, 
woven in and out with the history of Culver Academy, which 
points to the fact underlying most of his current and past proj-
ects: that Culver is a deep-seated part of Davies himself. So 

how and why has this hap-
pened?

D a v i e s 
says he con-
sidered col-
lege teach-
ing, but was 
a d v i s e d 
that teach-
ing takes 
a backseat 
to research 
and writ-
ing at the 
university 
level. “As 
a teacher 
at a board-
ing school 
or high 
school,” he 
e x p l a i n s , 
“you can 
have an 
e n o r m o u s 
impact on 
the students, 
far more 
than as a college professor. It gradually dawned on me that I 
was doing what I loved doing: working with students, doing 
writing, and my relationship with colleagues was very, very 
good.”

During the mid-1980s, 
Davies was in the process of 
discernment to be a Jesuit, 
but decided “what God called 
me to be was…a teacher; I 
didn’t need to be a Jesuit to 
be a teacher,” though he adds 
that he’s kept in touch with 
the Jesuits and the order has 
had a great impact on him. 

There have, of course, been 
negatives over the years, but, 
says Davies, “I tend to live 
in the present and not dwell 
on the negative. People here 
over the years have been very 
kind and very helpful.”

And, Davies adds with a 
smile, “people have been 
very blunt and very helpful 
sometimes!”
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Davies, from page 1

Richard Davies in 1966, during his first semester at 
Culver Academies.

photo/culver academies archives

After the tempest
While the town of Culver proper didn’t see much consistent damage from the storm that struck the area late-night on Aug. 4, the Culver Academies campus wasn’t so 
lucky. Though few if any full trees were downed, a number of massive limbs -- like the one above, near the Legion Memorial building -- fell victim to the high winds of 
the spectacular storm, which also dumped over two inches of water on the ground. 

citizen photo/jeff kenney
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Patricia A. Ruud , 52, of Knox was issued a 
citation for a speeding violation on July 1.

Brenda D. Burroughs, 56, of Culver was is-
sued a citation for a seatbelt violation on July 
1. 

Paul G. Sommer, 46, of Valparaiso, was 
issued a citation for a speeding violation on 
July 8.

Adam J. Pitts, 18, of Warsaw, was issued a 
citation for a speeding violation on July 12.  

Ryan D. Humphrey, 29, of LaPorte, was 
issued a citation for an expired registration 
plate on July 12.

Andres F. Solano, 21, of Fishers, was issued 
a citation for an expired registration plate on 
July 13.

Zak Z. Mirkowski, 18, of West Lafayette, 
was issued a citation for failure to signal a 
turn on July 15.

Police blotter

In the July 31 Culver Citizen, the telephone 
number of Matt Keedy, sponsor of the recent 
“Little Antiques Roadshow” at the Culver Pub-
lic Library, was printed incorrectly. The correct 
number is 317-691-4118. Keedy’s  e-mail was 
correctly printed as matt@mjkdesigns.com. 
If anyone in the community would like  to be 
contacted once a date has been set for appraiser 
Solomon to return to Culver for in-home ap-
praisals, they may contact Keedy at the above 
number or e-mail.   

Correction

obitsa2



Hartman
Leonard and 

Tyrus Wallace Hart-
man will celebrate 
their 60th wedding 
anniversary with an 
open house Sunday, 
Aug. 17 from 1 to 
3 p.m. at  Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 
Plymouth.

The couple was 
married Aug. 18, 
1948 at St. Michael’s 
Church, Plymouth, 
by Father Leonard 
Cross.

Their children are 
Michael and Twyla 
Hartman of Argos, 
Patricia and Charles Nettrouer of Plymouth, Debra and Mi-
chael Emenaker of  Plymouth, Barb Hartman of Gilbert, 
Ariz., Garry and Barb Hartman of Plymouth and Rhonda and 
Jim Ferguson of Argos. They also have 19 grandchildren, 11 
great-grandchildren and five step great-grandchildren.

Leonard is a retired farmer and die setter from McCord’s 
Corporation.  

Tyrus is a homemaker and retired head cook from Plym-
outh School Corporation. Both are members of St. Michael’s 
Church and were 4-H   leaders. Leonard is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus. They were farmers for 40 years. They 
have been Plymouth residents all of their lives. No gifts 
please.
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Letter to the editor

Death notice

Call Ruth Walker at the nutrition site (the Cul-
ver beach lodge) before 11 a.m. on the day before 
for reservations, at 574-842-8878.

Thursday, Aug. 14: Stuffed green 
peppers, corn on the cob, cucumber sal-
ad, banana pudding, wheat dinner roll 
and margarine, and milk.

Friday, Aug. 15:  Chicken Chop 
Suey, vegetables & rice, roll & marga-

rine , cottage cheese, fruit cocktail, pie, 
and milk.

Monday, Aug. 18:  Smoked sausage 
& bun, saurkraut, mashed potatoes, 
spiced apples, and milk.

Tuesday, Aug. 19:  Pork loin, corn, 
green beans, bread & margarine, tropi-
cal fruit salad, and milk.

Wednesday, Aug. 20:  Cheeseburger 

& bun, tater tots, peas, apricots, cake, 
and milk.

Thursday, Aug. 21:  Turkey Manhat-
tan, mashed potatoes, gravy, beets, bread 
& margarine, fresh fruit, and milk.

Friday, Aug. 22:  Tuna noodle cas-
serole, peas and carrots (in casserole), 
bread & margarine, jello w/fruit, and 
milk.

Community3

Thanks in large part to a major in-depth article in the Culver 
Citizen, the first annual Culver Antique Road Show was a tre-
mendous success, both in quality of presentations and turnout 
of interested citizens.  Sponsor Matt Keedy, of MJK Designs, 
Indianapolis, and longtime lake resident brought colleague 
Ben Solomon along with a large display of exquisite antiques.  
The crowds enjoyed not only a scintillating presentation but 
an in-depth question and answer period followed by free an-
tique appraisals.  

We all owe Matt a hearty “thank you” and a polite “please 
do it again” for this bringing this extraordinary event to Cul-
ver.    

Thank you again, Matt.    
Leo G. Watson, M.D.
Culver

‘Little Road Show’ a tremendous success

CommunityA3

obituary Community Calendar
Thursday, Aug. 14

Fitness Class, 10:30 a.m., Culver Public Library
Kiwanis Club meeting, noon, Culver Public Library
Jim Harper, Lions Club at REAL Meals, 12:30 p.m., Culver 

Beach Lodge
Yoga, 6 p.m., Culver Public Library
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting, 6:30 p.m., Culver Public 

Library
Knights of Columbus Knights St. John Vianney Assembly 

business meeting, 7 p.m., St. Mary of the Lake rectory base-
ment

Parks & recreation board meeting, 7 p.m., town hall
Friday, Aug. 15

Grace Church community meal, 6 p.m., Grace UCC, Plym-
outh Street
Sunday, Aug. 17 
Wesley Wesley Church picnic and auction, 11:30 a.m. start, 
Culver train station/depot
Monday, aug. 18 

Knitting Class, 10 a.m., Culver Public Library 
Al-Anon Mtg., 5:30 p.m., Culver Public Library
Overeaters Anonymous Mtg., 6:30 p.m., Culver Public Li-

brary
Tuesday, aug. 19

Fitness class, 9 a.m., Culver Public Library
Yoga, 10 a.m., Culver Public Library
Culver Plan Commission  meeting 6:30 p.m., town hall
Culver Public Library board meeting, 7 p.m., Culver Public 

Library
Wednesday,  Aug. 20

Genealogy meeting, 10 a.m., Culver Public Library
Thursday, Aug. 21

Fitness Class, 10:30 a.m., Culver Public Library
Kiwanis Club meeting, noon, Culver Public Library
Yoga, 6 p.m., Culver Public Library
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting, 6:30 p.m., Culver Public 

Library
BZA mtg., 6:30 p.m., town hall
Knights of Columbus Knights St. Mary of the Lake Council 

#13720 business meeting, 7 p.m., St. Mary of the Lake church 
rectory basement

Anniversary

REaL Services menu

Phillip D. Scruggs
July 25, 1949 - Aug. 4, 2008

STEWARTVILLE, Minn. — The funeral for Phillip D. 
Scruggs was at 11 a.m. Aug. 9 at Grace Evangelical Free 
Church in Stewartville, with the Rev. 
Gary Seaquist and Pastor Andrew 
Langseth co-officiating. Interment 
will be in Fort Snelling National 
Cemetery.

Mr. Scruggs, 59, of Stewartville, 
died unexpectedly Monday, Aug. 4, 
2008 at the home of a friend in Roch-
ester, Minn. following a lengthy ill-
ness.

Phillip David Scruggs was born 
July 25, 1949, in Indiana. He grew up 
in Culver, attended school there, and 
later received his GED. He  enlisted 
in the Marine Corps and served three 
tours of duty in Vietnam. He was married Aug. 28, 1972, in 
Plymouth to Kristi Jo Naylor. They were later divorced.

In Indiana, Mr. Scruggs was employed in real estate, spe-
cializing in farmland sales. He moved to Wisconsin and then 
to Idaho, where he married Margie Charboneau in 1982. Fol-
lowing their marriage, the couple moved to Minnesota; they 
were later divorced. He owned and operated Reparit, a home 
handyman service, and also worked as a carpenter in home 
construction until retiring early for health reasons in 2001.

On July 7, 1992, he married Jill M. Eppard. The couple and 
their family made their home in Stewartville. Mrs. Scruggs 
was an employee at People’s Natural Gas in Rochester for a 
number of years, and is currently employed by Charter House 
in Rochester. Mr. Scruggs was a member of Grace Evangeli-
cal Free Church and was a longtime member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. He enjoyed fishing, racquetball and golf, and 
was a fan of the Chicago Cubs.

He is survived by his wife; 10 children: two sons from a 
previous marriage, Phil Jr. (Stacy) of Brookston and Dan 
(Rena) of Rochester, Minn.; his wife’s two sons from a pre-
vious marriage: Jake (Molly) Johnson and Joshua Johnson, 
both of Rochester, Minn. and Zach, Luke, Isaiah, Katie, Em-
ily and Sophie, all at home in Stewartville, Minn.; a sister, Jan 
(Mitch) Resnick of South Hadley, Mass.; and four gandchil-
dren. Other survivors include his mother-in-law, Kaye Eppard   
of Rochester. He was preceded in death by his parents, Nor-
man and Rosemary Taber Scruggs.

Visitation was one hour before the service at the church.
Griffin-Gray Funeral Home of Stewartville, Minn. is han-

dling the arrangements.

CommunityA3

Virgie M. Branham
Aug. 7, 2008

MT. NEBO, W. Va. — Virgie Marie Branham, 68, of Mt. 
Nebo, W. Va., died Thursday, Aug. 7, 2008 in the CAMC-Me-
morial Division Hospital.

She is survived by her children: Roy Branham of Plymouth, 
Rose Kennedy of Texas, Teresa Fisher of Texas, Alice Ross 
of Austin, Texas, Jane Roney of Plymouth and Eva Dorsey 
of Mt. Nebo, W. Va.; brother, Bill Sheets of Greenville, Ohio; 
sister, Ova Sheets of  Texas; 13 grandchildren and several 
great-grandchildren.

Visitation was Sunday, Aug. 10 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the White 
Funeral Home, Summersville, W. Va.

Memorial services will be held at a later date.
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75 years ago
aug. 16, 1933 

Health officer J. W. Riggens • 
and the state board of health have is-
sued a report that the sewage being 
dumped into Lake Maxinkuckee at the 
end of Jefferson St. is a health menace 
and violates state law. The town is or-
dered to take immediete steps to rem-
edy the situation and report action taken 
by Sept. 1. It is recommended that a 
sanitary sewer system be built and the 
sewage outlet be placed further from 
the swimming beach, and that the plant 
growth be cleaned out resulting from 
the sewage’s presence in the lake. The 
report emphasizes the constant threat of 
typhoid from the sewage.

Lyle T. Seward of Monticello • 
will take over the Lake Shore Dr. Stan-
dard Oil station Mike Milliser, who 
who has gone to Portland, Ind., as a golf 
course pro and manager. 

Two enterprising nimrods • 
from Plymouth, Howard Grossman and 
Art Bibler of the Plymouth Pilot, made 
their boat on Lake Maxinkuckee a float-
ing couch of ease. Rugs were spread on 
the bottom of the craft, comfortable 
rockinng chairs used instead of the 
usual board seats; foot rests were used 
to prop their weary feet. Huge umbrel-
las with fly-shooing strips were placed 
over the seats. All this made the fishing 
easy -- they took one look at the out-
landish outfit and rolled over on their 
sides, dead from laughter. All Gross-
man and Bibler had to do was reach 
over the sides and pull in their limit of 
the catch. Then they let their boat drift 
back to shore (it was too much work to 

row). 
In the course of a day at the • 

Culver Summer Schools, the corps eat 
300 pounds of chicken, 100 pounds of 
butter, 150 loaves of bread, 300 gallons 
of milk, two crates of celery, 90 dozen 
eggs, 125 pounds of bacon or ham, and 
400 pounds of sugar, not to mention the 
many other items that vary on the menu 
daily.

50 years ago
aug. 13, 1958 

At the best-yet 4-H county fair • 
in Argos last Friday night, the 1,325 
pound Grand Champion Angus steer 
owned by Mike Overmyer of Union 
Twp. was bought by the State Exchange 
Bank at 87.5 cents per pound at a total 
of $1,159.40! Culver Military Academy 
also participated for the first time in the 
4H sale by bidding on and purchasing 
two wonderful calves.

Nine Culver High School • 
youths, whose identities must be a close-
ly-guarded secret until next week’s pa-
per, have rechristened their Lake Max-
inkuckee Houseboat the Red Goose as 
the S.S. O.W. Foul and next Sunday 
night about 8:30 will serenade the sum-
mer and permanent residents of the east 
shore. It will be recalled that the annual 
Moonlight Serenade of the Culver Sum-
mer Naval School was rained out July 
27, causing keen disappointment. This 
Sunday’s concert on the O.W. Foul will 
be known as the Moonshine Serenade, 
and it is hoped that motorboats will ac-
company them in the hope that the ad-
ditional noise will help the music.

Culver Clothiers is holding its • 

summer clearance this week. Men’s 
sprot coats from $11.95 to $29.95; 
men’s summer suits from $16.50 to 
$45; men’s summer slacks $3.95 to 
$9.95; summer shoes $3.95 to $8.95. 
May other items are 1/3 to 1/2 off this 
week.

25 years ago
aug. 17, 1983 

Investigators are saying little • 
about the fire last Weds. night that de-
stroyed the Swirly Top restaurant on 
Lake Shore Dr. except that the blaze, 
which did about $50,000 worth of dam-
age to the building and contents, was 
ruled an arson. Responding fire fighters 
found the back door still open and gas 
cans in the kitchen area. 

Culver’s town park stands to • 
turn a profit for the first time in recent 
memory, thanks in part to the efforts of 
park employees under the direction of 
Bob and Diane Napier, who have made 
great strides in providing a safe, clean 
place for the public to play and relax. 
Park staff can be seen daily walking 
the grounds to pick up trash, sweep the 
sidewalk, and rake the beach.

The Culver Lions Club has an-• 
nounced an Aug. 27 auction and flea 
market to pay for the purchase of the 
depot property in Culver’s town park. 
Fundraising committee chairman Tom 
Sholly said they will need saleable 
items donated from the entire commu-
nity in order to raise the funds needed.  
At this time, $575 has been donated by 
various individuals towards the $36,000 
total for the purchase.

Nostalgia

The pastor was down the hall, check-
ing the audio-visual material for Sunday 
School, when the telephone rang. He 
rushed back to his office to answer it, 
only slightly out of breath. “I’m inter-
ested in having my new grand-daughter 
‘done’. You know – baptized.”

“I’d be glad to meet with the parents 
any time to discuss the nature of bap-
tism and how we can involve them in 
our faith community,” replied the pas-
tor.

“Well, my daughter, son-in-law and 
darling grand-daughter will be avail-
able at the end of this week and have 
Thursday available to meet with you.”

“How typical in this day and age that 
the grandparents are more concerned 
about baptism than the parents,” the 
pastor thought to himself. And with 
a sigh of uncertainty, the pastor asked 
the caller to wait while he checked his 
calendar. “I’ve a very busy day, but that 
evening at 6 pm is available.”

“Perfect!” exclaimed the caller. “I’ll 
see that they are at the church on time.” 
The pastor hung up the phone and made 
the entry in his calendar.

Thursday evening rolled around and 
at the appointed hour the grandmother, 
daughter, son-in-law, granddaughter 
and friend appeared at the pastor’s of-
fice. Only slightly surprised by the en-
tourage, the pastor welcomed the group 
into his office. After introductions and 
the usual amenities the pastor jumped 
into discussing the meaning of baptism 
with those gathered, particularly the 
new mother and father. It was his intent 
to determine the extent of their under-

standing of baptism as well. He ex-
plained the historical roots of baptism 
in the early church. He stated that bap-
tism’s foundation is based on the death 
and resurrection of Christ Jesus. Bap-
tism is the entry into the New Covenant 
between God and God’s people. It is a 
gift of God – a visible sign of God’s in-
visible grace. Furthermore, it is a com-
mitment to the Lord and the baptized by 
all involved in the rite, including (and 
especially) a community (congregation) 
of believers and supporters.

As the conversation progressed the 
daughter explained their families’ con-
nection to this particular church. She 
named individuals from the church that 
she maintained a relationship with. The 
new parents spoke of their desire to be-
come active in a faith community for 
themselves as well as their infant child.

Concluding his time with the fam-
ily, he invited them to worship Sun-
day morning and agreed to schedule a 
baptism on a nearby Sunday morning. 
Unfortunately, the couple explained, 
current work obligations prevented 
that anytime soon. Yet, baptism was so 
important to them. Afterwards the pas-
tor said his decision at that moment to 

proceed then and there with a baptism 
could only have been influenced by the 
Holy Spirit.

The pastor prepared the baptismal 
font as the family gathered in the sanc-
tuary at the chancel steps. When all was 
in order, the pastor invited the family to 
gather around the font and began read-
ing the opening liturgies. As he began 
he heard the sound of a door opening. 
Looking up he saw the choir director 
and several choir members enter the 
sanctuary and head for the choir room. 
They paused when they discovered the 
group upon the chancel, surrounding the 
baptismal font. Without any hesitation 
or word among themselves they quietly 
proceeded down the aisle and took a 
seat in the second pew. As the next few 
minutes passed more choir members ar-
rived. Like the first, they appraised the 
situation and joined behind the others in 
the third pew.

By the conclusion of the baptismal rite 
a “congregation” of a dozen or so had 
gathered. As the family turned to leave 
the chancel area, they were greeted with 
joyous congratulations and warm hugs. 
Choir rehearsal was late that evening. 
But more importantly, acquaintances 
were renewed and promises of commit-
ment were reinforced. The Holy Spirit 
was very busy connecting the faithful 
saints together once again within God’s 
house.

The Reverend Robin Keating is pas-
tor and teacher at Grace United Church 
of Christ, 407 N. Plymouth St., Culver.

Connecting through Baptism
Pastor’s 
Corner

By Rev. Robin Keating
Grace United 
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One baby will use thousands of diapers in a single year. 
How to dispose of all that waste is a confusing decision for 
parents trying to live green. When I was changing my kids’ 
diapers, almost every mom I talked to felt guilty about 
adding to the landfill, but we threw up our collective hands 
— what to do? Cloth diapers just seemed so . . . messy.  

Diaper manufacturers are responding to parents’ dem-
ands by devel-
oping diaper 
products that 
are greener and 
more conve-
nient, though 
local retail-
ers are slow to 
stock these new 
and better alter-
natives. There’s 
no “perfect” di-
aper. However, 
it’s possible to 
look beyond the inevitable “Pampers v. pins” dilemma and 
maybe even put the backyard compost pile to good use.

Cloth diapers. Cloth diapers are still the better choice 
for the environment, according to my research. They aren’t 
your mother’s cloth diapers anymore, though. Shop the In-
ternet for the newest cloth diapering “technology.”  Start 
with www.diaperjungle.com, which includes articles, fo-
rums, product reviews, and a very handy detergent rating 
chart that measures detergents’ ability to clean and their 
impact on the planet. Two other useful sites are www.fuzz-
ibunzonline.com and www.greenmountain.com, which 
carry full lines of diapering supplies and apparel, includ-
ing organic products. All these sites give good advice on 
energy-saving ways to launder cloth diapers. 

Unfortunately, most big-box stores don’t stock cloth 
diapers other than the standard Gerber brand—which, I’ll 
hasten to add, work just fine and are as affordable as ever. 
An exception to this is Target, which stocks a cloth dia-
pering system called “Bumkins.” (Call to make sure your 
local Target stocks it, though). Consumers, do you want 
more green options available locally? Tell your favorite 
retailer! 

Disposable diapers. Ninety-five percent of consum-
ers choose disposables. Chlorine-free and biodegradable 
brands are available on the Internet and retailers such as 
Whole Foods.  Seventh Generation (www.seventhgen-
eration.com) makes chlorine-free disposable diapers and 
wipes; eliminating the chlorine bleaching process means 
less toxic materials emitted into the atmosphere during 
manufacturing. However, the company admits that their 
diapers are still made with the same wood pulp and petro-
leum-based plastics that conventional diapers use, which 
can take up to 500 years to break down in a landfill. (Re-
member: a landfill is air-tight, which means even biode-
gradable diapers will take a century or two to degrade).

A new disposable option. There’s no perfect diaper, 
but a new type of disposable nappie comes pretty close. 
A company called gDiapers has come up with a diaper 
that can actually be flushed down the toilet or composted 
(only the wet ones—poop should never be composted). 
The plastic-free diaper consists of an outer, washable pant 
and a flushable insert that’s safe for septic systems and, 
the company claims, breaks down in a compost pile in 50-
150 days. A starter kit is available from their website at 
$26.99—this includes ten flushable inserts and two wash-
able diaper covers (www.gdiapers.com). 

Compostable diapers? Most people I know shudder to 
think of throwing wet diapers in the backyard. However, 
the website claims that in a healthy compost pile—one that 
is actively breaking down food and yard waste and that is 
turned frequently—wet diapers can be a source of nitrogen 
useful to plants. 

Diapers are inevitable, but these days parents have more 
options—and less guilt.

Marianne Peters is a freelance writer based in Plym-
outh. She is also a certified Master Gardener. You can send 
questions or comments to her through her weblog: http://
hoosierwordsmith.typepad.com.

Guilt-free diapers? 
      Yes, it’s possible!

hoosier 
habitat:
easy Ways     

to live Green
by marianne peters
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

For the first time in well over a year, Culver Academies 
can boast a full-time chaplain. The Rev. Johanna McCune 
Wagner moved to Culver in July and is looking forward to 
her work on campus, in the community, and at the school’s 
beautiful Memorial Chapel.

“I’m really very impressed with how friendly the people in 
the Culver community are,” she notes. “It was very nice to 
come into town this summer, with the wonderful green of the 
Midwest in summer.”

Born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, Wagner spent part 
of her childhood there and part in Wisconsin and North Da-
kota. By high school, she was living further east and attended 
Western Reserve Academy in western Ohio before attend-
ing Braemar College and Cornell University. She worked at 
Mercersburg Academy and attended Presbyterian seminary 
at Pittsburg Theological Seminary. Prior to Culver, she was 
chaplain at Williston Northampton School in Massachusetts. 

While she has lived in Germany, Wagner says the most 
interesting place she lived was in Cape Dorset, where she 
and husband David Camillo spent a summer with the Inuit 
people. She has long been interested, she says, in working 
with youth.

“I remembered Culver Academy because when I was at 
Western Reserve Academy, some of our teams used to play 
Culver,” Wagner recalls. “When I was out in Massachusetts, 
I was looking to relocate back to the Midwest, to be closer to 
home. My eyes were peeled for jobs at boarding schools, so 
automatically I was interested in (Culver).”

“I think it’s a really interesting school,” she notes. “There’s 
a strong sense of identity and tradition. A lot of New England 
schools struggle to identify themselves. Kids that come out 

of Culver seem to feel they’re 
part of something special.”

While many prep schools 
have their eye on the college 
prize, Wagner sees Culver as 
aiming for something larger 
than mere academics. “That’s 
really important. One of the 
reasons I’m drawn to work-
ing with this generation of 

young people is that 
they will have a lot 
of problems to solve. 
Culver is the kind of 
place that’s giving 
kids the kind of lead-
ership they’re going 
to need.”

While many peo-
ple may see younger 
generations as hav-
ing little interest in 
religion, Wagner’s 
experience has 
been different, even 
though she acknowl-
edges that many ar-
rive at Culver with 
little religious back-
ground of their own 
or coming from mar-
riages of mixed faith 
traditions. “A lot of 
teenagers are inter-
ested in religion,” she 
says. “They have it in 
their heads that reli-
gious people are bigots or anti-modern…but once they get 
past that, they’re very interested. There’s a great opportunity 
to convince another generation of people that religion has 
something for them, to help them learn about themselves.” 

Sunday morning services, she adds, are only a small part 
of her work. “You have to model for young people a version 
of faithful commitment that isn’t bigoted, that loves people, 
that’s open to new ideas, is not judgmental, and is curious 
about life. That’s what they are.” 

Wagner feels that longstanding faith traditions – and, for 
that matter, the deep well of traditions existent at Culver 
Academies – offer people of all ages something needed. “I 
don’t want to emphasize the personality (aspect of faith lead-
ership).  If the traditions have stayed with us as long as they 
have, it’s because they have something people need.”
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The Rev. Johanna McCune Wagner is begin-
ning her tenure as Culver Academy chaplain.

photo/culver academies publicity

Wagner is new Academies chaplain
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The fourth annual Two-Person Team Charity Bass Tourna-
ment on Lake Maxinkuckee, sponsored by Collins & Co. re-
altors, Portside Marina, and Plymouth MARCO Bassmasters, 
will take place Sun., Sept. 28, 2008. Proceeds from the tour-
nament will benefit Culver’s Kiwanis Club and its charities, 
with an 80 percent payout to the winner. 

Entry fees are $175 per team plus an option $25 or the “big 
bass pot.” The field is limited to the first 80 registered boats. 
Potential payout with a full field is $11,200 plus 100 percent 
of the big pass pot (up to $2000). Cash prizes will go to the 
top 10 finishers.

Check in will take place at Portside Marina on Mill St.; 
Live Well check begins at 5 a.m. at the DNR launch site. Ve-
hicles and trailers will be parked at Portside Marina with bus 
shuttle. Tournament hours are from legal sunrise (7:40 a.m.) 
to 4 p.m.

Activities include a pre-tournament meeting at 7 a.m. Sat-
urday at West Pavilion in the Culver Town Park (at the north 
end of the Lake); coffee in the morning offered by the Culver 
Coffee Company and donuts from Culver Subway; the town 
of Culver with fabulous restaurants, shops, and theater awaits 
all non-contestants.

Weigh-in and release of fish will begin at the West Pavil-
ion in the Culver Town Park at 4 p.m. Cash prizes will be 
awarded after the weigh-in at the conclusion of the tourna-
ment. Hot dogs and soft drinks will be provided at the awards 
ceremony.

Questions or requests for details and entry forms may be 
directed to rgswenn1@comcast.net or by phone to 574-842-
2197 (leave a message). 

Kiwanis bass 
tourney Sept. 28

BEaM youth kick 
off program in Culver

They may not have gradu-
ated high school yet, but 14  

Marshall County students are 
not wasting any time becom-

ing community leaders.  On 
Aug. 17 at 2:30 p.m. at the 
new gazebo (located behind 
the old train depot across 
from the Lakeside Cinema 
on Lakeshore Drive) situated 
on the banks of Maxinkuck-
ee Lake in Culver, a mold 
will be broken and Bettering 
Every Aspect of Marshall 
County (BEAM) will be offi-
cially introduced to the com-
munity. BEAM is a youth 
philanthropy organization 
created under the umbrella of 
the Marshall County Com-
munity Foundation through 
leftover funds from the Lilly 
Endowment Community 
Scholarship Program.  Youth 
members will have the re-
sources to facilitate commu-
nity-based service projects 
and distribute youth-benefit-
ing grant monies.

For the past five months, 
members of BEAM have 
been diligently creating their 
bylaws, naming the new or-
ganization, electing officers 
and making decisions that 
the future of BEAM will be 
dependent on.  This has set 
the standard for how this or-
ganization will function: by 
youth and for youth.  BEAM 
also has an endowment of ap-
proximately $75,000 that has 
been established from which 
they will be able to distribute 
grant monies to youth organi-
zations that perpetuate their 
mission of inspiring the de-
sire of philanthropy in Mar-
shall County’s youth.  These 
details and more will be dis-
cussed  further by BEAM 
officers during the press con-
ference on August 17.

Under the advisement of 
Bremen High School Prin-
cipal, Bruce Jennings, youth 
members of BEAM will 
now begin organizing and 
participating in community 
service projects throughout 
Marshall County.  They are 
actively searching for com-
munity needs to address and 
opportunities to make their 
voices heard on behalf of all 
Marshall County youth and 
prove that today’s youth are 
ready, willing and capable of 
making a difference today, 
not tomorrow.

For more information re-
garding BEAM please email 
Bruce Jennings at bjen-
nings@bps.k12.in.us or if 
you would like to contrib-
ute to BEAM’s endowment 
please contact the Marshall 
County Community Foun-
dation at (574) 935-5159 or 
info@marshallcountycf.org.
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Even with 1,800 acres of 
the wet stuff at Culver’s el-
bow, most of us probably 
don’t give much thought to 
water and how essential it is 
to the operation of any insti-
tution, let alone one as vast 
as Culver Academies. Fur-
ther, some might assume that 
a talk on the use of water in 
the school’s history could be 
a bit – if the expression can 
be forgiven – dry. Not so.

The proof was in a program 
given by Academies historian 
Robert B.D. Hartman at the 
Culver Kiwanis Club’s Aug. 
7 meeting entitled, “Quench-
ing the Thirst of the Mighty 
Beast.”

After describing the arrival 
here in 1864 of Henry Har-
rison Culver and his even-
tual purchase of land on the 
northeast corner of Lake 
Maxinkuckee (he and wife 
Emily Jane Hand, of nearby 
Wolf Creek, had their hon-
eymoon in the still-standing 
Allegheny Hotel on 18B Rd. 
near Culver), Hartman said 
the couple moved in 1883 to 
their first local home, which 
also still stands. 

H.H. Culver, according to 
Hartman, built a large ca-
nal that drained off multiple 
acres of land that would one 
day become Culver Acad-
emy, with eight miles of 
drainage tile laid through-
out. After raising corn and 
grain and trying his hand at 
a Chautauqua-based reli-
gious revival camp (which 
didn’t make enough money), 
Culver converted his 1889 
Chautauqua hotel building 
into Main Barracks and es-
tablished the Culver Military 
Academy in 1894. 

After fire destroyed that 
building, today’s Barrack 
was built in 1895 after a 
design by St. Louis archi-
tect Albert Knell, who also 
designed a number of the 
school’s earlier structures. 

One question initially 
plagued the school, says 
Hartman: where to get wa-
ter, and what would be the 
source? As it turns out, there 
were three: wells, rainwater, 
and Lake Maxinkuckee. 

Well supplied drinking wa-
ter, the lake was the source 
for toilets, showers and mess 
hall kitchen washing needs, 
and rainwater (gathered in a 
water tower atop the barracks 
building) supplied energy for 
the generating plant in the 
annex at the back of Main.

Water towers were added to 
the rooftops of West and East 
Barracks as those structures 
were built as well, with the 
water tower from Main re-
moved in 1902 when a fourth 
floor was added to accom-
modate new student influx. 
This was replaced by a new 
tower on the west side of the 
gymnasium, which was built 
in 1902 and 1903.

Hartman shared a photo 
with the audience of the 
campus in 1941 (noting as 
an aside the proliferation of 
tree foliage, lessened in 1958 
with a scourge of Dutch Elm 
disease, which led to over 
500 trees’ removal from 

campus). Visible was a large 
gauge pipe extending into 
the lake, used to suck water 
from there into a freestand-
ing water tower, established 
as the last of the building-top 
towers disappeared. 

Chuckles were elicited 
from the audience at a photo 
of what Hartman described 
as “the infamous group 
shower,” a carwash-like se-
ries of shower pipes through 
which cadets were sent and 
which grew at first progres-
sively hotter and then colder, 
hurrying boys through whom 
superintendent Leigh Gig-
nilliat felt were dallying too 
long at shower time. 

“Gignilliat trademarked 
it,” Hartman smiled, “and of-
fered it for sale; no one took 
them up on it.”

Albert Knell was called 
upon again in 1917 to build 
the school’s natatorium, or 
swimming pool, which Hart-
man described as “remark-
able. It had to be big because 
it was made at Culver!”

At 60 feet wide and 120 
feet long, lit by huge sky-
lights above, the pool was 
nine feet at the deep end 
and three at the shallow, and 
held 307,000 gallons of wa-
ter. Today’s Academy water 
tower at the power house 
would have to be filled three 
times, noted Hartman, with 
its 100,000 gallon capacity, 
to fill the pool, which actu-
ally lost around 5,000 gal-
lons of water per day due to 
evaporation. Filtration, ster-
ilization, and purification of 
lake-derived pool water was 
accomplished back then us-
ing ultraviolet rays. 

Hartman also showed a 
huge tank on the roof of the 
riding hall, used to collect 
rainwater employed in spray-
ing down the dusty riding 
area and watering horses. 

In the winter, he explained, 
the lake was the site of all 
skating and the cadet corps 
were called out with brooms 
and shovels (“If they were 
lucky,” Hartman added) to 
clean off the snow. “I was 
one of last (of the faculty) 
at Culver to have ice skat-
ing duty,” he said. “It was 
terrible: you had to go down 
there and freeze!”

The school built frames 
out of boards for mostly 
impromptu hockey games, 
which were dependent upon 
the whims of the lake freez-
ing over. The lake sometimes 
melted, Hartman said, before 
the boards could be removed, 
in which case the Admiral 
Rodman ship, at 56 feet long, 
was used with a grappling 

hook to snag sunken boards 
and tow them back to shore 
to dry out. 

In the 1970s, hockey be-
gan to be serious business 
at Culver, which Hartman 
said “revolutionized sports” 
at the school. An outdoor 
rink was built in 1971, but 
it was plagued by the same 
snow-clearing necessity, so 
the school built the John W. 
Henderson ice arena, which 
opened in 1976; Henderson 
had served at the school from 
1919 to 1981. The Hender-
son was and is an NHL-sized 
rink (at 85’ x 200’ and with 
1.2 inch thick ice). Hartman 
said his friend and retired 
Academy math instructor 
Al Bunner figured the water 
usage at 11,200 gallons to 
make game-worthy ice at the 
Henderson. The more recent 
multi-purpose rink is Olym-
pic sized and requires 13,200 
gallons. 

A number of the campus’ 
Artesian wells were tapped 
into in years past as class gift 
fountains, noted Hartman, 
who said most tasted of iron 
or sulfur and often stained 
clothes. “Ultimately, the state 
and county said, ‘you have 
to have a clean, continuous 
source of water.’ There are 
two wells back of the power 
plant (today), and water is 
purified and pumped into a 
new water tank, then distrib-
uted across the campus. We 
don’t draw lake or rain water 
anymore.”

Hartman also noted that 
no electric poles or wires are 
visible around the campus. 
He believes this is part of 
the Culver family’s aesthetic 
vision, one which they ac-
complished by “burying ev-
erything,” including steam 
lines, which are joined by 
wires in concrete chases un-
derground. 

He described a once-stan-
dard method of alerting Tom 
Walker’s taxi company in 
Culver that a passenger would 
be arriving at the Academy 
airport and would need a lift: 
“buzzing” the town water 
tower, then located north of 
the town hall on Main St., by 
flying the plane around the 
tower several times before 
heading to the Academy. 

Audience member Jim 
Weirick added a “water fact” 
to Hartman’s presentation: 
every one inch of rain on 
Lake Maxinkuckee equals 
75 million gallons of water 
in the lake (this is not count-
ing runoff, but strictly from 
sky to lake). Asked how he 
learned this, Weirick said he 
simply did the math.

Water, water everywhere...

Culver Academy graduate and ‘Kismet’ 
Tony-winner Luther Davis died July 29 at 
Calvary Hospital in New York City of natural 
causes, according to the Associated Press. He 
was 91. 

Davis, a resident of New York City, wrote 
for stage, television, and film, winning a 
Tony award for the opulent Broadway musi-
cal “Kismet,” set in ancient Baghdad and in-
cluding the songs “Stranger in Paradise” and 
“Baubles, Bangles and Beads.” The show 
opened in 1953; co-writer Charles Lederer 
shared the 1954 Tony award with Davis. The 
show garnered great box office success and 
spent more than a year on Broadway before 
touring.

Davis and Lederer also collaborated on a 
movie version of “Kismet” in 1955.

Nominated for two Tony awards was the 
Broadway show “Timbuktu!” in 1978, which 
Davis produced and set in Africa with an all 
black cast including Eartha Kitt and Melba 
Moore.

His latest Broadway show was “Grand Ho-
tel” in 1989, which won five Tony awards 
and was set in a Berlin hotel. The produc-
tion stayed on Broadway for more than two 
years. 

Davis’ Hollywood career included his 
writing more than a dozen movie scripts 
such as “The Hucksters” starring Clark 
Gable in 1947. He also wrote the James 
Cagney film “A Lion Is in the Streets” 
in 1953 and “Lady in a Cage” in 1964. 

Born in Brooklyn Aug. 29, 1916, Davis grad-
uated from Culver Military Academy and 
Yale University, from which he graduated 
in the late 1930s. He served in the US Army 
Air Forces during World War II, rising to the 
rank of major before he completed military 
service.

Along with his second wife, Davis is sur-
vived by daughters Rory Bolender and Noel 
Davis, and grandson, Cody Rivers Duval.

Culver Academy grad, Tony winner, 
accomplished Hollywood fixture Davis dies

VBS fun
citizen photos/jeff kenney

Last week (Aug. 4-8) was Culver Council of Churches Vacation Bible School week. This year’s “Beach Party” 
theme, subtitled “Surfin’ through the Scriptures,” included a surf “shack” built especially for the occasion (see top 
photo above). This year’s VBS was held at Emmanuel United Methodist Church on S. Main St., home of pastor 
Ron Lewellen. 
In the top photo, Kim Morrison, left, aided by Brianna Bennett, leads children in the musical portion of the program. 
Left photo above: Adult helper Brandi Reinhold assists her son, Garrett (right), and Alan Dilts in craft-making for the 
third grade age group.
Photo above, right: Pastor Robin Keating of Grace United Church of Christ helps Sarah Lowry (of the preschool-
kindergarten age group) decorate her graham cracker, part of the childrens’ snack break.
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photo/culver academies archive
Above: Culver Academies’ natatorium -- or swimming pool -- holds three water towers’ worth of water. Below: West 
Barrack in the early 20th century. Note the water tower perched atop the building, just right of the photo’s center. 

photo/culver academies archive
Luther Davis’ 1934 Culver Military Academy senior 
photo.

Taste, from page A1

Hartman describes strange history of academy water

with doors opening at 5 p.m. 
for vendor displays and a bite 
to eat.  Ticket information is 
contained in an advertisement 
elsewhere in  this week’s edi-
tion. Tickets are $10 each and 
can be purchased at  Martin’s 
Super Market in Plymouth or 
the Pilot News. Tickets may 
be   purchased by mail too. 
A special new edition Taste 
of Home Cookbook that in-
cludes a ticket to the cooking 
school is also available.  

More than 1,000 people 
attended the 2006 cooking 
school in Culver, so those 
wishing to attend this year’s 
event are encouraged to get 
their tickets early.

 “We have a fun program 
chock-full of food facts and 
quick-to-fix recipe ideas for 
you to try at home,” says 
Elliott.  “It’s a culinary ex-
travaganza!  I’ll be bringing 

you a lively demonstration 
of impressive dishes that are 
easy to prepare.  A favorite 
of mine is individual ‘Lava 
Chocolate Cakes,’ warm and 
gooey from the oven, served 
with whipped cream. Listen 
for the wows as your guests 
cut into the cakes and watch 
the chocolate lava ooze onto 
their forks.  Warm, rich and 
chocolately, completely 
comforting on a cold autumn 
day.”

Looking for healthier fare 
with less fat and calories?  
Taste of Home has put a fresh 
spin on chili, another cold-
weather favorite.  “Bulgur 
Chili” is a meatless variation 
that uses pre-cooked whole 
wheat.  Bulgur is a good-
for-you grain that gives tex-
ture to the chili.  Your family 
won’t even miss the ground 
beef.  With a dash of cumin, 

chili powder and cayenne 
pepper, as well as tomatoes, 
green peppers and beans, this 
recipe is ready to serve in 
about an hour and only has 
195 calories per cup.  Serve 
it with a loaf of crusty bread 
or in a bread bowl, and you 
have a low-fat, low-calorie, 
satisfying meal in minutes.

Taste of Home has so much 
to offer.  While online be sure 
to check out ww.tasteofhome.
com.  Use the Recipe Finder 
to solve your  what’s-for-din-
ner dilemma, get answers to 
your culinary questions from 
fellow cooks, find full menus 
and so much more.  Plus, 
you’re just a click away from 
the Cooking School Web site, 
where you can  

access information for 
the Taste of Home Cooking 
School coming to Culver.



By James F. Walsh
Frank, a former big-city 

boy who had relocated out to 
Marshall County’s back acres 
of Union Township never 
got used to the gurgling and 
moaning from out of his back 
yard ancient septic tank. Fol-
lowing a foul odor, he saw 
bubbling and oozing from it, 
not oil mind, but sure enough 
crude!

He figured he’d better re-
place the septic system or 
lose his sense of smell.

Back in the town-
ship’s homestead days, 
farm folks hadn’t septic 
tank problems, depos-
iting as they did in out-
houses. Times changed 
when the waste water 
treatment plant 
was upgraded 
over to Culver 
to curtail flow of 
any undesirable 
nutrients into 
Lake Maxinkuckee. No mat-
ter what lake and town folks 
wanted, township folks voted 
against taxes for the running 
of pipes way out to the back 
acres. Paying rural folks nev-
er mind, County Court house 
boys passed a Law to put in 
septic systems. Having done 
so, everything was okay un-
til that day county sanitation 
director Leeks Green took to 
opposing loads pumped from 
septic tanks that were then 
spread over farm fields to 
promote annual crop yields.

As a consequence of Leeks’ 
ruling, the pumping of sep-
tic tanks was likely to go to 
big rigs with bigger fees. So 
dairy farmer Hezikiah set up 
his Septic Slurp Company. 
He refitted a dump truck 
with a ten thousand gallon 
tank, vacuum pump and hos-
es to tickle septic tank bot-
tom sludge. Homer, his hired 
man, trained to operate it, 
was fast afoot, dropping the 
big hose into a septic tank, 
thereby slurping the contents 
into the tank of the refitted 
truck.

Within the week, Septic 
Slurp’s Hezikiah was out ear-
ly of a morning. “Frank,” he 

said, “I suppose something 
clogged this old worn out 
system. You see, water from 
the house, be it from the toi-
let, sink or washing machine, 
flows out to the chambers 
with the yellow and brown 
mixing with the other waters. 
Most of the brown settles to 
the bottom where them bac-
teria eat on it. What sludge be 
left be pumped out by hose 
slurping, so the fluid can go 

on to the drain field. Not 
when the drain pipes 
be clogged. Them 
bacteria can chomp 
only so much. If 
the liquid flowed 
through the pipes 
and out to the 

drain field, 
it’d trickle 
t h r o u g h 
them drain 
pipes into 
the ground. 
Roots of 

plants eat up them nutrients 
left behind, clean them right 
good. Waters from the drain 
field, filtered by the dirt be-
low, flow as clean to the wa-
ter table as it did out of your 
well to the kitchen faucet.”

Hezikiah’s face turned 
pitiful. “Now off in Culver 
where they got one of them 
fancy treatment plants with 
all them trickling ponds and 
whatever, they do separate 
the brown from the yellow 
and most of the run off from 
the roads, houses, factories 
and stores. The solid stuff 
them bacteria leave behind 
be called residuals. But it be 
a pity the town don’t pump 
to a drain field to trickle into 
dirt for a final cleaning. It 
would eat up what ain’t been 
fully cleaned. ‘Stead, they 
pump into that there back la-
goon to dilute it. Not too far 
away the town’s water works 
draws drinking water! Sad, if 
there be a back up!”

Face turning sunny again, 
Hezikiah continued, “you 
need a new septic system, 
Frank. A thousand gallon 
tank, drain field and all, cost 
you two thousand.”

Without hesitation, Frank 

said, “Go ahead,” impressed 
with Hezikiah’s talk on clean 
water, but not price.

Next Thursday, county 
sanitation’s Leeks Green 
showed up outfitted for of-
fice work with trousers hang-
ing on to a gut rounder than a 
hay bale. Hezikiah and Hom-
er, never mind their bib-over-
alls and boots looked to be 
tossed aside by scarecrows, 
were a lean, mean septic tank 
fighting team. They moved 
equipment in. Hezikiah set 
out the boundaries for the 
dig, and Homer operated the 
rig, digging a square deep 
hole. Leeks wasn’t of a mind 
to lend a hand, seeing as he 
was chawing on to Frank 
about the Plymouth sewage 
treatment team challenging 
the Rochester and Culver 
sewage treatment teams at 
the upcoming Waste Water 
Bowl.

“Waste Water Bowl?” 
Frank asked. “I’ve heard of 
the Super Bowl, the Rose 
Bowl, the Sugar Bowl, but a 
Waste Water Bowl? What’s 
the trophy? A toilet?” He 
snorted.

Leeks attention, however, 
turned in disgust from Frank 
to Hezikiah and Homer now 
digging down in the hole. 
Leeks waived them up to let 
the truck carrying a concrete 
septic tank get into position. 
As a part of his official duty, 
Leeks redirected its backing 
up while hollering “watch 
it.”

On the truck was a concrete 
tank, big as a mausoleum that 
was power lifted off and low-
ered into the hole.

The septic slurp boys 
went to filling in the sides 
around the tank, then digging 
a trench to the house from 
the tank’s west side. When 
done, Hezikiah revved up the 
backhoe and got to digging a 
trench from the east side to 
where Homer was digging 
a series of parallel trenches, 
placing in each a long drain 
pipe. Hezikiah connected the 
pipe from the house’s plumb-
ing to the tank and from the 
tank to the drain field pipes.

Waste water bowl
A short story

Library acocunts to be reviewed
Board votes 3-2
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

After lengthy discussion, the Culver-
Union Twp. Public Library board formally 
agreed to bring accounting firm Umbaugh 
& Associates into the library to delve into 
its finances, the topic of heated discussion 
for several months, according to board 
president Ron Cole. 

Following a lengthy executive session, 
in a special public meeting held Aug. 6 the 
dozen or so audience members in atten-
dance actually applauded the board’s reso-
lution, said Cole. He added that the board 
was split three to two on the decision, with 
board members Melanie Robertson, Carol 
Saft, and Alfred Nyby voting in favor of 
Umbaugh’s financial review and mem-
bers Peg Schuldt and Rita Lawson voting 
against it. 

“It was a pretty good discussion,” Cole 
told the Citizen. “I agreed with the decision. 
We can get into the books and see what hap-
pened and where we went wrong.”

At the urging of some board members, 
the library consulted Umbaugh and was 
given a proposal detailing that firm’s ex-
pected work in reviewing library accounts. 
One major issue for some board members 
was the $10,000 starting fee for Umbaugh’s 
services. At a meeting the previous week, 
the board agreed to revise the proposal and 
send it back to Umbaugh, who returned 
it with revisions incorporated prior to the 
Aug. 6 meeting. 

According to board secretary Saft, Ar-
ticle 1 of the proposal was left in, which 
entailed Umbaugh thoroughly reviewing 
the library’s financial record books, from 
Jan., 2005 to the present, and presenting a 
detailed report on its findings. 

One concern expressed at the most recent 

meeting, said Saft, was whether it was pos-
sible for Umbaugh to validly estimate rev-
enue that may be available from property 
taxes for the next three years. Saft noted 
that projections of expenditures and budget 
take place frequently in business settings. 

Monies for the accounting review will 
come from the library’s Rainy Day fund, 
said Saft, and so will not affect the insti-
tution’s operating budget. Part of the work 
is billed at $150 per hour, noted Saft, and 
the library will have the right to put a cap 
on accrued costs, and to stop Umbaugh’s 
services at any time. “The initial cost is 
$10,000,” Saft noted. “$150 per hour is 
once they get everything done.  We want 
them to come in over the next three months 
(after the initial audit) and make sure we’re 
doing everything correctly.”

The library board opted to add to the pro-
posal assistance in training with bank rec-
onciliations, and training on accounting and 
compliance in relation to record keeping. 

Saft noted that library accountant Jim 
Faulkner was asked at the meeting if he 
had suggestions for the proposal, and that 
Faulkner had not seen either the original or 
revised version of the document. Faulkner 
told the board he felt, given time, the ac-
counting discrepancies could be found 
without Umbaugh, though Saft expressed 
the opinion that enough time had already 
lapsed and the outside reviewer should be 
brought in.

Saft will contact Kurt Fletcher from Um-
baugh and set up a time table for the work 
to begin.

Saft said ongoing plans are being made 
by the board for an interim director. The 
board has not commented on plans for a 
long-term director to replace Jackson.

While all that was ongo-
ing, Leeks resumed the par-
ley with Frank, and said, “a 
waste water plant is an en-
gineered design that handles 
the daily influx of waste 
water from initial inflow to 
discharge. Bar screen keeps 
out sticks and large objects, 
a chamber collects grit and 
sand, a primary clarifier sep-
arates water and sludge, wa-
ter moving on, sludge down. 
Bacteria in aeration basins’ 
trickling filters remove dis-
solved components in the 
water. Sec~ondary clarifiers 
take up where the primary 
clarifier left off. The waste 
is removed from the initial 
inflow waters. As for sludge, 
it goes through an anaero-
bic enclosed digester and a 
vacuum filter to remove all 
water. The de-watered resi-
due becomes fertilizer.”

Leeks had an air of impor-
tance about him dropping 
words like ‘headworks’, ‘fil-
ters’, ‘dewatering’, ‘digest-
ers’, ‘clarifiers.’

Not listening to the tech-
nical details, Frank’s mind 

was thinking of the athletic 
events at a waste water bowl. 
A hundred meter relay swim 
in the collection pool? High 
jumping the bio reactors? 
Broad jumping the sludge 
drying bed? A hundred meter 
dash along side the oxida-
tion ditch? Pole vaulting the 
pump station? Shot putting 
what? A mile relay? What 
was the baton?

The septic slurp boys fin-
ished filling in and smooth-
ing out wounds in the earth.

“Good work,” said Leeks 
Green. “Everything meets 
standards.”

Next morning Frank felt 
out of place not wearing bib 
overalls when riding in He-
zikiah’s Septic Slurp Com-
pany truck. At the Roches-
ter treatment plant, a passel 
of men dressed like going 
to work, ambulated into the 
building. Frank wondered 
which of them took kindly 
to butterflying in a waste-
water lagoon? Following 
Leeks Green deeper into the 
bowels of the plant, Frank 
heard him say, doubt oozing 

in his words, “Culver’s team 
say they know the technical 
manual. We’ll see!”

“What?” Frank said. 
“Technical manual? No 
swimming? Running? Field 
events?”

“Field events!” Leeks 
said, mocking the city-slick-
er. “The waste water bowl 
hasn’t a thing to do with 
slushing around in sewage 
on a field of play. The bowl 
tests knowhow, not biceps. 
Culver’s guys are in deep 
water.”

Turned out the small town 
men had substance enough 
to match the skills of the 
pros over to Rochester and 
Plymouth. Culver’s sew-
age treatment team knew an 
updated average and peak 
hours flow rate was neces-
sary to compute to be ready 
for heavy rains and snow 
melts, but one of the other 
teams added wrongly. Culver 
knew the mixing of micro-
organisms with sewage and 
oxygen supplied by aeration 
in the first clarifier digested 
organics, and by moving it 
to the next clarifer, separated 
water from sludge, but, sure 
enough, didn’t the other big 
town team cut off the air to 
the clarifer!

Flushed, Leeks Green 
none-the-less smiled while 
presenting the victors the 
symbol of dominance over 
other sewage treatment 
teams.

Culver’s team stood tall on 
residue, holding high Waste 
Water Bowl’s symbol of pro-
ficiency: a JUG OF TOILET 
DISENFECTANT!

Jim Walsh and his wife 
Joann live near Lake Max-
inkuckee in Union Township. 
He has written a number of 
stories, some of which have 
appeared in print in the Citi-
zen and other publications. 
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It’s a jungle 
out there
In a scene from the Culver Acad-
emies’ Woodcraft campers’ annual 
play at Eppley auditorium July 30 
(from left to right) Marques Furr (King 
Louie) is warned by Shere Kahn the 
tiger (Elizabeth Ayers) not to protect 
the man cub Mowgli while menacing 
monkeys watch.
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Local cowboy to compete 
at the state Jr. Rodeo Finals

 
The Indiana Junior Rodeo will hold its state finals on Aug 

9 and 10 in Frankfort (at the 4-H fairgrounds). Local cowboy 
Dalton Wayne Hartle, son of Stacy and Lisa Hartle, will be 
competing in the K12 division of the IJRA. 

Dalton has earned one All-Round Cowboy for this season 
and is leading the All-Round in his division. Dalton will be 
competing in Mutton Busting, Goat Tying, Barrel Racing and 
Pole Bending at the finals.  All are invited to come out and 
support this local cowboy.  

All Indiana Junior Rodeos are free to the public. The or-
ganization helps to build skills that children can use in High 
School Rodeo and beyond, and promotes the building of char-
acter and sportsmanship in young cowboys and cowgirls. This 
is a way to help children to develop into outgoing and produc-
tive individuals in their communities.  For more information 
about Indiana Junior Rodeo visit www.ijra.org.

Last Sunday evening, Aug. 4, at 7:47 Marshall County Po-
lice units were dispatched to the report of an accident with 
injuries on 9th Road east of Quince Road and west of the 
railroad.

The female driver was west bound on 9th Road from Lin-
coln Highway and was reported as driving too fast by resi-
dents in the area.  The vehicle was traveling fast enough that 
is was unable to stop at the tracks.   The driver lost control of 
the vehicle and went off the road to the right, through a ditch 
with small trees and brush.

The driver, 32 year old Altonette Drummond of Culver 
was attended to at the scene by Plymouth Fire and EMS 
and transported to Saint Joseph Regional Medical Center in 
Plymouth.

Deputy Rick Kanarr, the investigating officer, determined 
that the driver had a blood alcohol content above the legal 
limit.  He will be forwarding a report to the Marshall County 
Prosecutor’s Office for review and possible charges.

accident to be investigated

Historic Lake Max 
print now available
The Antiquarian and Historical Society of Culver is offering prints of a 
folk art painting -- seen above for sale by the AHS’ Bob Kreuzberger 
at Culver’s Lakefest -- by east coast artist Janet Munro depicting his-
toric sites of Lake Maxinkuckee, to help raise funds for the organization’s 
Center for Culver History museum. A larger-sized version of the painting 
may be seen in the Society’s lobby display on the lower level of the Culver 
Public Library.
Those interesting in purchasing the print or seeking further information 
should contact Fred Karst of the AHS at 574-842-4613.

|citizen photo/jeff kenney
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Wesley preschool has openings
 The Wesley United Methodist church pre-

school is still enrolling children for its 2008-
09 school year. There are four openings left 
for children in the junior class (child must be 
three years old by Aug. 1). The senior class is 
full at this time, but does have a waiting list. 
Junior classes begin Sept. 2 and seniors Sept. 

3. Those interested in registering may contact 
preschool director Jennifer Lutrell via 574-
842-2900. 
Lions seek school supplies

 It’s almost time for school to start, and 
the Culver Lions are again asking for help in 
making sure all children have the necessary 
supplies for school this coming year, accord-

ing to program chairman Jim 
Harper. Thanks to communi-
ty help, no child in the Culver 
school system went without 
needed supplies last year. 
Back packs, pencils, pens, 
paper, crayons, folders, eras-
ers, compasses, and any other 
object that a teacher needs for 
a child to be a full participant 
in class are welcomed. All 
funds collected go for sup-
plies or student needs.

Please make checks pay-
able to the Culver Lions. 
They may be mailed to: Jim 
Harper, 1000 S. Main, Cul-
ver, IN, 46511 or to the Cul-
ver Lions, 615 Lake Shore 
Dr., Culver, IN 46511.
Citizen cell phone

Culver Citizen editor Jeff 
Kenney may be reached by 
cell phone at 574-261-7887.   
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Scenes from Sidewalk Days
citizen photos/jeff kenney

Over the Aug. 8-9 weekend, Culver held its annual Sidewalk Days downtown. In the photo above, left, 13-year old 
Ian Maag of Massachusettes watches as younger brothers Zak, 5, and Will, 4, examine toys on sale outside Gail’s, 
on the east side of Main St.
Above, right: Terry Bigley of the Main St. Manor shares a sample cup of herbal tea outside Culver’s Pro Hardware 
with Susan Feathergill of South Bend. A variety of teas, along with organic and other health foods are available at the 
hardware store, owned by Dave Beggs who also owns the Manor, at which Bigley works as a massage therapist.
Right: Jan Fisher, right, shows a Lake Maxinkuckee t-shirt to Kim Wyman, part of the Sidewalk Sale items available 

from Fisher & Co. clothiers. Most of 
the retail outlets in the 100 block of 
South Main St. participated in the 
event.

Briefs, from page A1

In next week’s 
Citizen: Photos 
from the Culver 

Chamber’s 
ribbon cutting 

ceremonies for local 
businesses
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