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Fire dept. golf scram-
ble rescheduled 
Due to the weather last 
Friday night and damage 
sustained at Mystic Hills 
golf course, Culver’s vol-
unteer fire department was 
force to reschedule its annu-
al golf scramble. The event 
will take place Sunday, July 
11, with lunch about 12:30 
p.m. with sign-in and door 
prizes. Tee-off is sched-
uled for 2 p.m. There’s still  
room for teams, sponsors,  
and more door prizes for 
those interested in donat-
ing. Questions may be 
directed to 574-952-2809.
Community meal at 
Grace July 15
Grace United Church of 
Christ will hold its month-
ly community meal on 
Thursday, July 15 at 6 p.m. 
All are invited to this free, 
ecumenical event whose 
purpose is to share a friend-
ly meal in a welcoming, 
community atmosphere. 
The meals are held on the 
15th day of each month in 
the basement of the church. 
Kiwanis golf outing 
is July 16

Culver’s Kiwanis Club 
will host its annual Chil-
dren’s Youth Programs 
Charity Golf Scramble at 
Mystic Hills golf course 
Friday, July 16. Registra-
tion check-in is at 8 a.m. 
This year’s funds will ben-
efit the Culver Boys & Girls 
Club and Riley Hospital 
for Children, as well as Ki-
wanis’ Scholarship Endow-
ment. Entry fees are $260 
per foursome or $65 per 
individual. The fees include 
18 holes of golf, food, soft 
drinks, awards reception, 
door prizes, and favors. 
Hole and prize sponsor-
ships are also being sought. 
A hole sponsorship is $150 
per hole. Contact Julie Bess 
at 574-216-4205 with any 
questions or to obtain an 
entry form by July 15.
Lake Fest this week-
end

Culver’s 26th annual 
Lake Fest debuts this Fri-
day, including the Miss 
Maxinkuckee pageant at 
6 p.m., the new “Gong 
Show” local talent contest 
at 8 p.m., as well as the tra-
ditional fun run and walk, 
fishing tournament, L’MAX 
bike ride, kids’ games, 
Saturday morning parade, 
live music, food, car show, 
burnout contest, and more. 
Details are available online 
at culverlakefest.com

See Briefs page B5
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Jumping into summer in Culver
ABOVE, LEFT: Taking the plunge into Lake Maxinkuckee at the town park beach recently are (left to right) Kourtney Wagner, Miranda Shepherd, and Kacia Stacy, 
all of Knox, trying their luck at pier-jumping in unison.
ABOVE, RIGHT: Kenny VanDePutte Jr., left, makes the catch (and the out) against Culver volunteer fireman Denny Whitmarsh at home plate at last week’s annual 
Culver emergency services charity softball game, which collected food and donations for Culver’s food pantry. The game, originally scheduled for June 27, was 
rained out, and rescheduling left the Culver police and EMS team short-handed. As a result, several firemen -- including Whitmarsh -- played on the police-EMS 
team, and Culver Middle School student Kenny, whose father Ken is a volunteer fireman as well,  did an admirable job playing on the fire department team during 
the three-inning match.   More photos page B3.

Miss Maxinkuckee contestants --page B1

BIRD wants to assist you --page B4

Winters is Lions’ new head --page B2

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Editor’s note: This article concludes an article from last 
week’s edition celebrating the 25th anniversary of Cul-
ver’s iconic Cafe Max on Main Street. 

Cafe Max owner Susie Mahler notes the restaurant has 
always been a sole proprietorship regardless of her then-
married status at the time she purchased it in 1985. And, 
she notes, getting started was a lot of work, including six 
a.m. to midnight work days “getting it where I wanted it.” 
In those days, only the north portion of today’s restaurant 
was Cafe Max, though for some ten years Mahler tried 
to buy the southern portion in use today. Instead, she ini-
tially tried expanding the business upstairs, leasing the 
building for six years from Andy Vernum (who operated 
Andy’s clothiers and the Shoe Stable for many years in 
the next two stores north). Mahler began renovating the 
upstairs, turning the former apartment there into a dining 
room. Eventually Vernum sold his business, and also sold 
Mahler the building in which Cafe Max was housed.

The upstairs portion of the restaurant never took off, she 
admits. “We decided the issue was (customers) wanted 
to be part of the action. It’s like (the popular TV show) 
“Cheers.” We could have it full downstairs, but they 
wouldn’t go upstairs. People would wait outside and get a 
complimentary coffee.”

Around the year 2000, Mahler started a business renting 
cottages and the like, Culver Reservations, and the same 
year was able to begin renting the store front south of Cafe 
Max and thus expand the restaurant into what it is today 
(the upstairs was reverted back to 

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Once again, Culver will be the small community hosting a “big” name when Miss 
America 2009, Katie Stam, comes to town as part of a unique community event Saturday, 
August 14 at the Culver Cove.

Stam will participate in presenting “Wedding Dresses Through the 
Ages,” during which young ladies from the Culver Community 
High School will model some 36 wedding dresses dat- ing from 
as far back as 1888 so far, and as current as 2009, most of 
them belonging to former brides with local connec- t i o n s . 
This according to Don Freese of Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Culver, which is sponsoring the event, which also includes 
a silent auction whose proceeds will benefit the Riley Hospital 
for Children in Indianapolis. Stam, says Freese, is wa iv -
ing her customary appearance fee if the church will 
donate to Riley, her chosen charity. 

The silent auction begins at 12 p.m. that day, and the 
style show at 2 p.m. 

The idea for the wedding dress showcase came 
from a church member, and Freese says church 
member Lois Broeker suggested Miss America, 
and “she said ‘yes.’ We felt the inclusion of Miss 
America would be the added draw that would make 
things go.”

The current Miss America is from Seymour, Indi-
ana, and was Miss Indiana leading up to last year’s 
Las Vegas Miss America pageant. Stam happens to 
be a member of her 

FrontA1

See Miss America page A2

Miss America to head up 
charity event in Culver

 ‘Wedding dresses through the ages’ 
will be modeled by local students

Mahler ‘looking 

forward to the next 25 years’
Cafe Max at 25, part 2

See Cafe page A2
photo submitted

Miss America 2009 Katie Stam

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

The Culver High School class of 1960 held its 50th re-
union June 18 at Cafe Max in Culver, with a number of 
alumni in attendance. Besides sharing memories, alumni 
enjoyed a meal and drinks catered by Cafe Max. 

Class member Bea (Price) Stephenson told the Citizen 
she has fond memories of her Culver High School days. “It 
was great growing up in the 1960s. We had a tight group; 
it’s good that we can get together like this.”

A cheerleader and drum majorette, Stephenson now lives 
in Waterford, Michigan and has a business providing secu-
rity uniforms to companies, besides “enjoying life” doing 
a great deal of volunteering in her community. 

Sandra Smith Holcumb particularly remembers the se-
nior class play. She is retired from the First National Bank 
of Monterey, and continues to live in that community. “ I 
was raised a farm girl and came from a very large family of 
eight. We had a very happy life. The (CHS) senior trip (to 
New York City and Washington, DC) was very important 
to me. I had never been anywhere in my life, and to go to 
New York and Washington DC was a wonderful experi-
ence...that was a really great moment in my life.”

Charles Hardin, now of St. Cloud, Florida, says he 
moved from Culver to Logansport after graduating, and 
worked for Chrysler’s aerospace division starting in 1981. 
He was Operations Director for Lockheed Martin, retiring 
from there after 25 years.

Don Hand’s name was fa-
miliar to many in Culver. His 

CHS class of `60 reunites

See Reunites page B2

CHS’ class of `60: a 
look back

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

During the CHS class of 
1960’s tenure at the school, 
Raymond Ives was the prin-
cipal, with Eugene Bene-
dict as Union Township 
Trustee (a position which 
included the role today ful-
filled by Culver Community 
Schools’ Superintendent of 
Schools). Among the young 
teachers during the class’ 
senior year was a young his-
tory teacher named Latham 
Lawson, who would go on 
to teach in the school sys-
tem for many decades and 
is still active in the Culver 
community.

“In September, 1956,” 
noted a class history in the 
CHS 1960 Tomahawk year-
book (Culver athletic teams 
then were the Indians), “46 

See CHS page B1
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A noisy Fourth?
Mom Kim Perkins assists daughter Elisabeth, age 3s, in dealing 
with the loud “booms” produced by Culver Academies annual 
salute to the original 13 colonies, a prelude to its traditional 
fireworks show Sunday night. Across town and around the lake, 
Independence Day revelries lit up the night sky through much 
of the holiday evening.



an apartment). “It was such a better dining experience (expanding into the 
next building), even though we usually didn’t fill the south side. The north 
side was originally started with 98 seats. We downed it to 70-some; it’s more 
spacious and comfortable.”

One bit of Culver lore related to Cafe Max’s seating was Mahler’s pur-
chase of the chairs from the original LS Ayres Tearoom in Indianapolis, 
which had closed its doors in 1990. “When we needed furniture for the up-
strais, the LS Ayres tearoom was having an auction. I had no idea what that 
was. I liked the chairs and tables. They were really old, broken-in wood 
tables and chairs, very small. I went to the auction and it was all day...they 
were the last thing to go. I took the majority of them; there were 60 seats 
and 30 tables. I moved them upstairs and didn’t tell anybody what they were 
from; it didn’t mean anything to us.”

The furniture went unnoticed due to its upstairs location for years until 
it was moved to the new southern expansion of Cafe Max, at which point 
people began to notice them. East Shore resident Richard Ford, involved in 
the Indiana State Museum, remembered Cafe Max had the furniture as the 
museum was preparing to custom-make reproductions of the Tearoom fur-
niture for its recreation of the Tearoom. “He contacted me and the museum 
replaced them for us. I didn’t want to let them go, but I knew it was the right 
thing to do...that’s where they needed to go.”

In the ensuing years, the southern room of the restaurant has added chan-
deliers and sconces and a buffet for select occasions, besides the fireplace 
added in the last two years.

Culver has, of course, become known for the quality and diversity of its 
restaurants, part of a shift in the Culver community which grew from recog-
nition of the town’s status as a destination, both resort and otherwise. Cafe 
Max was on the cutting edge of that phenomenon.

“I had always worked in restaurants and I saw the clients from all the 
communities (of) town, lake, and Academy. I had served them since I was 
14, so I was very comfortable with everybody. One of the things Culver was 
really behind on (in the earlier years of Cafe Max) was, we didn’t make it 

easy for visitors; we didn’t realize the market that was there. When people came to town, they had no place to stay. We 
didn’t do credit cards. We (at Cafe Max) were one of the first ones to do credit cards in Culver....before that, even if you 
had an ATM card, we didn’t have any ATM machines. We made it very difficult to shop, eat, and vacation here (though) 
I don’t think it was intentional. 

“Once the Culver Cove came in 1990,” Mahler continues, “people at least had a place to stay for nightly visits. I think 
that helped the local merchants because they had people who were staying the night in Culver and experiencing more 
of the requests for credit cards...then when it’s easy, people want to spend more and will order that extra latte or buy an 
extra sweater at Fisher’s (clothiers), or pick up art prints from the Painter and the Poet.”

Mahler began noticing the potential in the long waiting lines Sunday mornings outside Cafe Max, and discussed the 
matter with Pam Fisher of Fisher & Co. Clothiers next door. “So she opened up on Sunday mornings. We would have a 
waiting list with complimentary coffee, and people would shop in (Fisher & Co.) and we’d come call their party in the 
store. Other merchants started doing the same thing.”

Cafe Max initially served breakfast and lunch only until Mahler began experimenting briefly with weekend evenings 
in the early 1990s. Customers liked the food options, she notes, but suggested she serve alcohol in the evenings. Seven 
years ago the business obtained a beer license, though she notes that was kept “very low key.” When the restaurant be-
gan opening again during the evening, people wanted a glass of wine rather than beer, so last fall the liquor license was 
expanded to a beer-wine-liquor license, “and that’s made a difference,” she explains. 

And Mahler says Cafe Max seems to draw a quality staff, many of whom have been with the place for many years. 
“I’m extremely happy with everybody (working at the restaurant). We get lots of compliments on the staff; customers 

build relationships with them. I have customers who go 
away for the winter and send letters to the staff.”

At present, she says, 22 people work at the restaurant.
“I’ve been lucky enough to be in an industry that I 

love,” she says. “You get to be creative in the restaurant 
business, and help people, serve them food. I’ll keep it as 
long as I’m physically able. 

It’s kind of like my dad’s garage,” she adds, referring 
to Hammer’s Garage on Jefferson Street, owned by her 
father, Larry Mahler. “He’ll never retire.”

And Susie Mahler has concluded -- coincidentally in the 
year leading up to the milestone of the restaurant’s silver 
anniversary -- how fortunate she really is to be involved 
in Cafe Max. 

“I think sometimes when we’re that lucky, we don’t re-
alize how lucky we are. I’m looking forward to the next 
25 years!” 

local Lutheran church in Seymour, where her mother is 
also a teacher in the Lutheran elementary school. As part 
of the Culver event, Stam will also speak to -- and field 
questions from -- the audience about her year-long experi-
ence as Miss America.

But those in attendance would be in for an unusual 
and enjoyable experience even were Miss America not 
part of the proceedings. Freese notes the wedding dress 
style show will include two large screens, each running 
a Power Point with photos from the original weddings in 
which dresses were worn and unique attributes of the wed-
dings, such as the 17 inches of snow on the ground when 
one couple was married. Among the Culver-related wed-
dings showcased will be those of Jim and Charlotte Hahn, 
Jim and Ina Harper, and last year’s wedding of Larry and 
Dawn Brockey.

In addition to the 17 CCHS students lined up so far to 
model dresses, in some cases the dress will be modeled 
by its original wearer, and in some cases by a daughter 
or granddaughter. Models will be escorted by Culver 
Military Academy cadets. Risers on loan from CCHS will 
combine with an 80-foot runway to facilitate the show, 
Freese explains. 

“Miss America will do the narration for the style show,” 
Freese adds, “and somewhere toward the end, she will get 
into the final dress. She’s also bringing her grandmother, 
mother, and sister.”

Stam, he says, has a reputation as “an excellent speak-
er,” and she’s also known for her great singing voice, 
which she’ll put into action at the Culver event. She’ll 
stick around a while, he notes, to sign autographs as well. 

Around 120 businesses in the Culver area, Marshall 
County, and as far as South Bend and Mishawaka have 
contributed to gift baskets for the silent auction, which 
Freese says will not be “themed” baskets. There will even 
be wedding cake as part of the festivities, the creation of a 
member of Trinity’s sister parish in Logansport, St. James 
Lutheran Church. The style show also includes appetizers 
and beverages. 

Tickets to the event are 
$35 and may be purchased 
in Culver from the First 
National Bank of Monterey 
(Culver branch, 1049 Lake 
Shore Drive), the Culver 
Coffee Company (634 E. 
Lake Shore Drive), and 
Fisher and Company Cloth-
iers (111 S. Main Street). 
Questions may be directed 
to Lois Broeker at 574-842-
4005.
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Two local brides’ gowns to be featured in the Aug. 14 event 
include (TOP) Ina Harper, wife of Jim, and (BOTTOM) Charlotte 
Hahn, wife of Jim.

Cafe Max from page A1

citizen photo/jeff kenney
Susie Mahler, founder and owner of Cafe 
Max, shares the history of some of its Culver 
memorabilia with Culver’s Kiwanis Club last 
month.



To share a meal at REAL 
Meals, call Ruth Walker at 
the nutrition site (the Cul-
ver beach lodge) before 
11 a.m. the day before for 
reservations, at 574-842-
8878. A donation is sug-
gested for each meal.

Thurs., July 8: Stuffed 
green peppers, scalloped 
potatoes, wheat roll and 
margarine, fresh fruit in 
season, 100 percent juice, 
and milk.

Fri., July 9: Chicken and 
noodles, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, bread and 
margarine, tropical fruit, 
brownie with whipped top-
ping, and milk.

Mon., July 12: Pork 
Roast, peas, vegetable 
blend, wheat bread and 
margarine, fruit cocktail, 
and milk.

Tues., July 13: Ham 
& Beans, chef’s choice 
vegetable, cornbread and 
margarine, applecrisp, and 
milk.

Weds., July 14: Cheese-
burger, bun, corn, green 

beans, apricots, and milk.
Thurs., July 15: Sliced 

Turkey, lettuce, tomato 
slice, rye bread, potato sal-
ad, fruit salad, orange juice, 
and milk.

Fri., July 16: Pepper 
Steak w/ Onions & Pprs, 
macaroni and cheese, cau-
liflower, roll, peaches, and 
milk.

REAL Services menu

Honkomp

Reba Lucille Honkomp
June 29, 2010

AKRON — Reba Lucille Honkomp, 87, Akron, formerly of Macy,died at 9:35 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 at her residence.

She is survived by daughters, Nancy (Robert) Dell of Rochester, and Reba (Dennis) 
Derryberry of Akron; sons: Daniel (Pete) Geller of Culver, Richard (Paulette) Geller of 
Monterey, and William (Lori) Geller of Knox; stepsons, Bernard (Reba) Honkomp Jr. of 
Peru, Ind. and John (Becky) Honkomp of  Rochester; 39 grandchildren; and many great- 
and great-great-grandchildren.

Visitation took place from 4 to 8 p.m. Thursday, July 1 and one hour prior to services 
Friday at Good Family Funeral Home, 1200 W. 18th St., Rochester.

Funeral services took place at 10 a.m Friday, July 2 at the funeral home. A graveside 
service took place at 1 p.m. Friday at the Calumet Park Cemetery, Merrillville. Condo-
lences may be made to the family via the funeral home's e-mail at goodfamily@rtcol.com.
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Thurs., July 8
Kiwanis Club mtg., noon, 

Culver Public Library
 Story time, 10 a.m., 
Culver Public Library
 Knights of Columbus St. 
Mary of the Lake Council 
social mtg., 7 p.m., church 
rectory basement
Fri., July 9

Computer class, 10 a.m., 
Culver Public Library

Community garden work 
session, 5 p.m., corner Slate 
and Lewis Streets
Sat., July 10

Culver Farmer’s Market, 
8 a.m. 

Quilting group, 9 a.m., 
Culver Public Library

Carillon recital, 4 p.m., 
Culver Academies Memo-
rial Chapel 

Council Fire, 9 p.m., Cul-
ver Academies Bird Sanc-
tuary

Sun., July 11
Culver volunteer fire 
department annual golf 
scramble, 12:30 p.m. 
(lunch and registration); 2 
p.m. (tee-off), Mystic Hills 

golf course
Mon., July 12
Culver Redevelopment 

Commission, 4 p.m., town 
hall

Community garden work 
session, 5 p.m., corner Slate 
and Lewis Streets
 DivorceCare, 7 p.m., 
Grace United Church of 
Christ
Culver Community School 
board mtg., 7 p.m., admin-
istration building
Tues., July 13

Sand casts activity (Sum-
mer Reading program), 
10 a.m. (children); 1 p.m. 
(young adults), Culver 
Public Library

Tuesday Tea and Craft, 3 
p.m., Market Basket & Co.

OA, AA meeting (open), 
6:30 p.m., Culver Public 
Library

Town Council mtg., 6:30 
p.m., town hall

Weds., July 14
 Genealogy mtg., 10 a.m.,  
Culver Public Library
 Hooked on Books dis-
cussion group, 3:30 p.m., 

Culver Public Library
 Community garden work 
session, 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
corner Slate and Lewis 
Streets
 Garden Club, 6 p.m., 
Culver Public Library
 Lions Club mtg., 6:30 
p.m., train station-depot
 Knights of Columbus St. 
John Vianney Assembly 
business mtg., 7 p.m., St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church 
rectory basement
Thurs., July 15

Kiwanis Club mtg., noon, 
Culver Public Library
 Story time, 10 a.m., 
Culver Public Library
 Hemp jewelry class 
(Summer Reading pro-
gram), 1 p.m., Culver 
Public Library
 Community meal, 6 
p.m., Grace United Church 
of Christ
 Board of Zoning Appeals 
mtg., 6:30 p.m., town hall
 Knights of Columbus St. 
Mary of the Lake Council  
#13720 business mtg., 7 
p.m., church rectory base-
ment

Community calendar
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Death notices

Welsh

Frances B. Welsh
June 30, 2010

CULVER — Frances B. Welsh, 82, died at 9:45 p.m. Wednesday, June 30, 2010 at 
Miller's Merry Manor, Culver.

She is survived by her husband, Larry; daughters: Sharyl Welsh of Ellettsville, Cathy 
LaBombard of Garland, Texas, Pam (Harold) Johnson of Culver, Jacqueline (Dwayne) 
Sandlian of Torrington, Wyo.; a brother, Robert Flora of Culver; 15 grandchildren; and 
17 great-grandchildren.                                                                             

Visitation took place from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday, July 4 at Odom Funeral Home, Culver.
Funeral services took place at 5 p.m. Sunday at the funeral home.
Burial took place at 11 a.m. Tuesday, July 6 at Burr Oak Cemetery, Culver.
Memorial contributions may be given to the Shalom Fellowship, Plymouth, or the Cul-

ver Lions Club.
Condolence may be made to the family via the funeral home's website at www.odom-

funeralhome.com.   

Osborn

Jean Gregory Osborn
May 14, 2010

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah — Jean Gregory Osborn, 91, formerly of Culver, died May 
14, 2010, in Salt Lake City, Utah.

She is survived by her son, William Gregory Osborn; daughters, Dr. Anne Osborn of 
Poelman, Md. and Dr. Lucy Morin of Osborn, Md.; six grandchildren; and nine great-
grandchildren.

Visitation took place from 10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, July 3 at the Wesley United Method-
ist Church, Culver.

Funeral services took place a 11 a.m. Saturday at the church. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Wesley United Methodist Church. The Odom Funeral Home, Culver, 
assisted the family with arrangements.

Johnson

Norma Jean Johnson
June 24, 2010

MONTEREY — Norma Jean Johnson, 83, Monterey, died at 8:10 a.m. June 24, 2010 
at Miller’s Merry Manor, Plymouth.

She is survived by a sister, Betty Reinholt, Culver; and several nieces and nephews.
There will be no visitation.
Funeral services will take place at 11 a.m. (EDT) Saturday, July 10 at Global Harvest 

Church, 800 S & 35 south of Bass Lake.
Memorials may be made to the American Heart Association.
Condolences may be made to the family via the funeral home’s obituary page at www.

odomfuneralhome.com. 
 The Odom Funeral Home of Culver is assisting the family with arrangements. 

Johnson

Dorothy M. Johnson
June 19, 2010

MONTEREY — Dorothy M. Johnson, 85, of Monterey, died at 4:25 a.m. Saturday, 
June 19, 2010 at Saint Joseph Regional Medical Center, Plymouth.

She is survived by a sister, Betty Reinholt of Culver; and several nieces and nephews.
There will be no visitation.
Funeral services will take place at 11 a.m. Saturday, July 10 at Global Harvest Church, 

800 S. and 35, south of Bass Lake.
Memorial contributions may be made to the American Heart Association.
The Odom Funeral Home, Culver, assisted the family with arrangements.
Condolences may be sent to the family via the funeral home's website at www.odom-

funeralhome.com.

Culver IU students on dean's list
SOUTH BEND — The following Culver area students were honored for their accom-

plishments for earning status on the spring 2010 dean's list of Indiana University's Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences: Joshua E. Behnke, Kelly Danielle Shotsman..
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40 years ago this summer...
Many Culverites will remember Lake Shore Drive as depicted in 
this view (facing west) from the summer of 1970.  

Marching, of course, is the drum and bugle corps of Culver Academies Woodcraft Camp in an unspecified parade of those days 
predating the 1984 debut of Culver’s Lake Fest. 

Some attributes of the business district shown here have stayed the same, such as the existence of Culver’s only movie theatre, 
which in those days was still known as the El Rancho (as opposed to today’s Uptown Cinema). And the Lakeview Tavern still offers 
beer, wine, and other liquors, even if it’s part of the Edgewater Grille next door today.

However, a great deal else has changed in the landscape. The Mobil gas station, today parking for Culver’s volunteer firemen, was 
still alive and thriving in 1970. So was Hansen’s restaurant and sports shop, which still offered live bait (Clara Hansen finally closed 
the doors of the long-running establishment a few years ago, after more than five decades in business).  

And, though the entire building isn’t visible, Culver’s bowling alley and nearby coffee shop was still eight years from the huge fire 
(in October, 1978, just weeks from the fiery destruction of Culver’s co-op grain elevator a few blocks southwest) which claimed 
the once-popular eatery and entertainment spot.  In the background, behind the Mobil sign sits the precursor to Culver’s fire 
station; in those days, it was still the town hall, which had moved from its location in what is today the Grace church parking lot, 
across Plymouth Street to the east from the church itself.

Earlier columns have been devoted to the topic of speed development in children.  I explained how genetics play an 
important role in the amount of top-end speed an athlete possesses.  In addition, we concluded that in all athletic sce-
narios the faster an athlete performs with proper skill level, the better the chances for success.  Because of this theory, 
speed development is absolutely necessary.  Remember to make training fun and be consistent when coaching children.  

E n h a n c e coordination
R u n n i n g fast and making sharp, precise angular cuts re-

quires a great deal of coordination.  The brain must administer 
many move- ments simultaneously, and at a high rate of speed, 
when the body moves fast.  This is the reason why coordina-
tion develop- ment in children is essential in order to gain speed 
and agility.  

A coach can develop coordination by using agility ladders 
and running drills while teaching children to perform at slower 
speeds.  Rep- etition of perfect form at reduced speed builds 
muscle mem- ory.  As your child gets better at doing drills at half 
speed, they can then increase the intensity by performing at faster speeds.  To add fun, practice drills that incorporate 
an element of their favorite sport.  For example, if your child loves soccer, allow them to dribble and score a goal at the 
end of an agility test or speed enhancement drill.  

Teach good form
Muscles must be trained to move with proper technique.  Perfect mechanics will transfer into athletic success if an 

athlete and coach are strict when focusing on foot strike, hip and shoulder alignment, and rotation through the leg cycle.  
Gaining quicker turnover after the foot strikes the ground and returns to recruit muscles for the next leg cycle can be 
developed by drills that focus on quadriceps and hamstring strength.  If you contact me, I can send you many exercises 
that will be helpful as you coach your athletes.     I must add that the phrase “bigger, faster, stronger” is not a completely 
true axiom.  “Getting bigger” does not necessarily mean that you will become faster or stronger.  In fact, many times 
just the opposite occurs.  Gaining lean strong muscles that are developed by a consistent regiment of weights, drills, 
plyometrics, nutrition and aerobic exercise create a powerful and explosive environment for speed to occur.  Gaining 
weight to simply make you look bulkier or bigger will not make you faster or stronger.  

Mental confidence
The goal of any workout, speed training program or competition is to create a stimulus to foster an adaptation by the 

body to that stimulus.  Becoming fast is not for the timid.  As a child develops speed, a higher expectation is placed on 
him.  Winning and systematic improvement become a progressive norm while searching for better competition at the 
state or national level.  Athletes who are higher on the developmental chart should be willing to subject themselves to 
the best athletes in their respective sports.  Fearing the unknown is acceptable, but maturing athletes need to mentally 
accept the challenge of competing in championship caliber athletic venues for the purpose of improvement.  A good 
coach becomes a catalyst who provides the bond between the athlete, the goals established and the long term plan for 
success.   A coach who has communication skills to help students believe in their abilities, believe in the overall work-
out plan,  and believe in the development of a lifestyle that will lead to success, is a priceless treasure that I wish every 
athlete could be able to experience.  Continue to encourage and believe in every athlete you coach, regardless of their 
ability.  Every young man and women who comes under our care is a unique gift from God, placed in our lives to receive 
guidance and life-training.

Dana Neer serves as Wellness Coordinator and Counselor at The Culver Academies. He can be contacted at Neerd@
Culver.org.
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Last week’s Mystery Citizen was -- as identified by 
Leroy Bean, Marilyn Kelly, 
Louise Anella, and Linda Kose 
Hall -- none other than Judy 
(Kimmel) Sawhook, who has 
been very involved in a number 
of endeavors in Culver, includ-
ing the local Tri Kappa and its 
“Chairs for Charity” auction 
last year.

Catching up on some busi-
ness from our previous week’s 
contest, readers Elena Lyman 
and Anna Neher correctly 

identified Latham Lawson, the 
Mystery Citizen in our June 
24 edition.

This week’s Mystery Citi-
zen will be familiar to several 
generations of Culverites over 
the years.

Guesses may be emailed to 
citizen@culcom.net, dropped 
off in one of our drop boxes 
(located at the Culver Public 
Library and Culver Coffee 
Company), or call the editor at 
574-216-0075.

Name that Culver “citizen”

Left: Last 
w e e k ’ s 
M y s t e r y 
C i t i z e n , 
J u d y 
Sawhook, 
t h e n 
and now 
Right: this 
w e e k ’ s 
m y s t e r y 
citizen.

Focus on government spending 

Dear Editor,
A recent article explained how Marshall County em-

ployees will receive no pay raise and no new hires due to 
the tight budget. That makes sense, since the alternative is 
to raise the tax rate.

I am a State employee and last year we had a 10 percent 
reduction in our budget, which resulted in an approximate 
7 percent decrease in my income. We are awaiting the ef-
fects of this year's 15 percent budget reduction.  

That makes sense, since the alternative is to raise the tax 
rate. But federal spending apparently has little limitation. 
The federal budget proposal is to spend approximately 3.8 
trillion with only 2.2 trillion in revenues.  

That does not make sense. In fact, Congress will not 
even debate the budget for the year beginning Oct. 1 until 
after the election. 

It is not a Democrat or Republican or liberal or conser-
vative issue. It is just simple common sense. Our so-called 
federal leaders should not continue to pass on their respon-
sibilities to future taxpayers.

I say, do not come to the budget table unless you un-
derstand no spending above revenues. It is time for real 
change — back to reality. We need a wide broom to do 
some sweeping.

Bruce Snyder
Culver

Letter to the editor

America should turn back to God

It is time for the United States of America to turn back 
to God.

“Now is the acceptable time, today is the day  of sal-
vation,” says the Bible. Take a good look at our country 
and the whole world situation right now. There is a great 
shaking going on and God is in the midst of the perfect 
storm. If you take a look at chapters 2 and 3 in the book 
of Revelation, there are seven churches mentioned there 
and it is Jesus Christ standing in the middle of those seven 
churches, giving commendations, rebukes, promises and 
stern warnings - and calling each of those churches unto 
Himself. The perfect storm this nation and the world face 
requires us all to call on that same Jesus or else!

God is a God of grace and love, mercy and forgive-
ness, but our nation and others are falling away from this 
very same God of Love and Truth Who will say enough is 
enough at the time of His choosing. We need to turn back 
to God before it is too late! The Lord said in His word (the 
Bible) that He would shake everything that can be shaken. 
You can read it for yourself in Hebrews 9:25-29. Do you 
feel and sense the shaking? Think of our country alone 
in about the last two decades or so. There was the stock 
market crash of 1987, the Gulf War of 1991, the fall of the 
Twin Towers on 9/11 of 2001, the Iraq and Afghan wars 
that followed and then the stock market tumble of Sept./
Oct. 2008. And most recently, remember the floods in Ten-
nessee and elsewhere, and the Gulf oil spills, to name only 
some. Jesus called them birth pangs. What will be the next 
birth pang and what will it take to turn back to the God of 
the Bible? Birth pangs get more intense and closer togeth-
er as the birth nears. Are you ready for the second coming 
of Christ?

Christ has died for our sins, Christ is risen from the dead 
and Christ will come again, according to the scriptures.

My suggestion is the repent and believe the gospel as 
Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world but that the 
world through Him might be saved.”  

  And I say God bless America!

Steve Schumerth
Culver

Speed development 
in children part 2
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Miss Maxinkuckee contestants 2010
photos submitted

This year's Miss Maxinkuckee contestant hopefuls are pictured below, in their respective age categories. The Miss Maxinkuckee pageant will be held at 6 p.m. near the Culver 
town park beach lodge as part of the 2010 Lake Fest kickoff evening Friday, July 16, at which time contest winners will be announced. 

ABOVE: Princess Maxinkuckee contestants include, from left to right, Eriahna Vela, Kennedy 
Creirston, Lily Proskey (2009 Princess Miss), Sophia Cook, and Megan England.

ABOVE: Little Miss Maxinkuckee contestants are Lindsey Proskey, Rachael England, Allie Harris 
(2009 Little Miss), and Paige Good.

Junior Miss contestants include Shannon Deery, Shea Elliot, Grace Lorenz,  Maddy Diaz, Cora 
Dodge,  and Trista Vela. Not pictured: 2009 Junior Miss Brianna Overmyer.

Miss Maxinkuckee: Ashley Zehner, Paige Norwich (2009 Miss Max), Lindsey Van Horn,  and 
Andrea Canacci. Not pictured: Cassie Back.
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Following on the heels of a successful recent historical 
bike tour of the town of Culver, the Bike Barn – located at 
103 E. Lake Shore Drive in Culver – is teaming up with 
the Antiquarian and Historical Society of Culver to spon-
sor a Native American History Bike Tour of several of the 
Culver area’s historic Native American-related sites, led by 
Jeff Kenney of the Society.

The tour will begin at 9 a.m. Saturday, July 24, starting 
at the Bike Barn. The event is free and open to the public. 

Included in the tour, according to Don Baker of the Bike 
Barn: the area of land on the east shore of Lake Max-
inkuckee occupied by Potawatomi chief Nee-Swau-Gee 
(spokesman for area Potawatomi in the 1836 council with 
government agents during which the Indians lost their local 
lands), with views and discussion of the land occupied by 
Chief Aubbeenaubbee, famous for the well-known ghost 
story involving his son and the Long Point area on the lake.

Participants will also ride to the Twin Lakes area north of 
Culver for a visit to the site of Chief Menominee’s village 
and the first church in Marshall County, a log cabin chapel 
erected by Jesuit priests for use by the Potawatomi.

It was from this site that 859 local Potawatomi began 
a brutal march to Kansas by government decree, known 
today as the “Trail of Death.”

The tour will conclude with a stop at the Chief Menomi-
nee monument on Peach Road, the first state-sponsored 
monument to an American Indian in the U.S. The statue 
celebrated its 100th anniversary last year and was erected 
due to legislation sponsored Lake Maxinkuckee resident 

and state senator Daniel McDonald. 
Musician and author George Schricker will be on hand at the monument for a brief 

musical performance including some of his songs about area Potawatomi.
Following the ride, which will encompass around 20 

miles total, riders are invited to convene at the Bike Barn 
for refreshments and conversation.

Baker adds the Bike Barn is planning a similar ride in 
conjunction with the Culver Academies Museum & Gift 
Shop -- and including historic sites on the Academies' 

campus -- for next month, with specifics to be announced in the near future.
All bicyclists are asked to bring their own bicycles and helmets. Those with questions 

may call 574-842-3606 or email don@bikebarnculver.com.

file photos
George Schricker (ABOVE) will 
entertain riders July 24 at the 
site of the Chief Menominee 
monument (BELOW).

Bike tour to highlight Culver, Marshall County 
Native American history happy freshmen were eager to start upon the long path that leads to graduation...the main 

subjects discussed in class meetings were ways of earning money for use on the senior 
trip.” 

For many years, the school’s senior trip was a much-anticipated highlight of students’ 
careers, taking them as it did to New York City and Washington, DC. The class of `60 
earned its trip money over four years starting with fudge sales its freshman year; over the 
ensuing three years, students held food sales, class-sponsored movies, and raked leaves 
during the fall to earn money, among other endeavors. The class also sponsored dances 
after all the home ballgames, and a “Record Hop,” something new for Culver, on March 
13. During its senior year, the first fund-raising project was the magazine drive, with Sue 
Medbourn being the high salesman, turning in $193.76 in sales. Concessions were sold in 
the recreation room during noon hours as well as at ball games.

On October 17, 1958, all the actors and actresses from the ranks of the class provided 
an eveningful of entertainment “in their hilariously funny play, ‘Father Was A House-
wife,’” noted the Tomahawk. 

The 57-piece senior band was part of the annual Culver High School Christmas concert 
December 22, 1959, and presented a Bach corale, a special arrangement of “Jingle Bells,” 
and other pieces; the senior choir sang the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s “Messiah.”

Culver’s junior and senior prom in 1960 took place May 6, and was sponsored by the 
Lions Club. “For the heavenly prom,” recalled the Tomahawk, “the theme was ‘South 
Pacific,’ and the gymnasium was bedecked in different hues of blue, and made ready for 
the music of the Key Notes, to which we all danced the night away, after which we had 
breakfast at the Plymouth Country Club, thanks to the aid of several spirited people about 
town.”

The seniors all banded together and spent many long hours stenciling their senior cords, 
or jumpers autographed by fellow students as souvenirs, which were worn around school 
on certain days, and at many school functions. 

Thirty-nine students “made it to the last lap of our journey” for graduation, noted the 
Tomahawk (seven have passed away, according to alum Joan Barshes). Class officers 
elected in 1959-60 included: president, Gene Benedict; vice-president, Bud Watson; sec-
retary, Joan Barshes; and treasurer, Emily Allen. 

On February 3, 1960, as guests of The State Exchange Bank, the class spent the day 
in Chicago visiting the Continental Illinois Bank and Trust Co., The Board of Trade, and 
the Merchandise Mart. Class members departed April 28 for the long-awaited senior trip. 

The class’ Baccalureate Service was held Sunday, May 15, and students received di-
polomas May 19. The class flower was the orchid; class colors were mint green and 
silver; the class motto was, “There is no goal we cannot reach if we climb with care and 
confidence.” 

Judy Lowry was the salutatorian and the Stanley Curtis -- who passed away this spring 
and was profiled in recent editions of the Citizen for his status as an internationally re-
nowned figure in animal sciences -- was valedictorian. Class member Joan Barshes won 
the State Exchange Bank’s $1,000 scholarship May 25.

CHS from page A1

Members of the Culver High School class of 1960 on their senior trip to New York City, Washington, DC, Baltimore, and elsewhere 
in the spring of 1960. Front row, left to right: Sandy (Smith) Holcolm, Jean ( Ditmire) Triplet, Nancy( Flosenzier) Powell, Jane 
(Ditmire) Hartle, Virginia (Lee) Brock, Edna (Menser)  Sperry, Sandy(White) Amor, Judy (Lowry) Wagoner, Bea (Price) Stephenson, 
Susie (Medbourn) McDonough, Betty (Kose) Knaus, Joyce (Morrison) Lyman, Pat (VanSchoiack), Cole, Emily (Allen) King. Middle 
row: Denny Geiger, Charlie Hardin, Leslie Woolfre, Chuck Kiel, Sam Prosser, Larry Holston, Bud Watson. Back row: Roger Peters, 
John Taylor, Robert (Sam) Neidlinger, Larry Norman, Don Kibort, Stanley Curtis, Gene Benedict, Sponsors, Mr. Donald Hand, Miss 
Ruth Shanks, Joan Barshes, Don Hand, Jerry Parker, Bob Mikesell, Frank Herr, Paul Kline, Dave Washburn, Don Wynn.

John Gouwens, Carillonneur of the Culver Academies, 
will present the third recital in the summer series on the 
51-bell Gillett and Johnston carillon at the Memorial Cha-
pel at the Academies on Saturday, July 10, starting at 4 
p.m.

Included will be “Pealing Fire,” by prominent American 
composer Libby Larsen (which was given its world pre-
miere performance and its premiere CD recording by John 
Gouwens); a set of preludes on Scottish songs by John 
Knox, who was the first carillonneur of Saint Nicholas 
Church in Aberdeen, Scotland (a sister instrument to the 
Culver carillon) Ronald Barnes' “Prelude and Sarabande;” 
Emilien Allard, noted French-Canadian composer's "Im-
agerie No. 1;" the “Andante” from “Organ Concerto I” by 
George Frideric Handel; “Suite No. IV,” by John Courter, 
surely the foremost composer of carillon music in the US, 
who passed away after a long fight with cancer. 

In the event of bad weather, the tower will be open to 
the public during the recital (which would be indicated on 
signs near the South doors), and printed programs will be 
available near the doors as well. Admission is free, and a 
tour and demonstration of the instrument will be offered 
following the performance.

Gouwens carillon program 
July 10



father, besides being a Spanish teacher at CHS and the 
class of 1960’s class sponsor, had operated a water soft-
ener business in Culver (he sold it to Earl Dean Overmyer, 
whose son Lance took it over and continues to operate 
it today). In fact, Don’s father went along on the class’ 
senior trip. Retired from the trade show exhibit business, 
Don Hand calls Indianapolis home now.  He recalls four 
years of work projects to raise funds for the class’ senior 
trip. “It was hard work, but it was fun,” he says. “I have 
good memories.”

Retired State Police officer Jerry Parker (whose older 
brother Larry was also an officer for the state police), 
joined the Army before beginning his police tenure in 
1967. He worked out of the Dunes Park and Lowell, Indi-
ana posts for many years, including quite a few as a pub-
lic relations officer. He brought with him to the reunion 
a scrap book including, among other things, a number of 
press clippings from newspapers across the state bearing 
his name or photo. He also earned a number of commen-
dations through the years. 

Another familiar local face in the years since her gradu-
ation is that of Emily (Allen) King, who taught Title 1 
reading at Culver Elementary (having returned from 
teaching elsewhere) for a total of 39 years of teaching. “I 
had to hang up my pen,” she says of retirement. “It was a 
hard decision.”

Another local teacher of tenure and renown attending 
the reunion was Joyce (Morrison) Lyman, longtime Cul-
ver Elementary School art teacher, whose comment on the 
milestone her class has reached at 50 years was, “The best 
is yet to come!”

Familiar to Culverites through the years and also in at-
tendance was Eugene Benedict, whose pioneer family has 
long roots in the Culver area. He says he’s been around 
Culver and Buchanan, Michigan for the last 50 years. “I’m 
lucky enough to have a home here at the lake, and that’s 
my permenent home for the last eight years,” he notes. “It 
used to be a summer cottage.”

An optomitrist in Buchanan for the last 43 years, he’s 
been sailing on the lake for just about as long in addition 
to “doing a little farming.

“The 1950s were as good a time to grow up 
as any in small-town America,” adds Bene-
dict. “It was pretty pressure-free after the war. 
And I got to do some traveling, which has 
been really wonderful.”

Benedict’s father, also Eugene, was Union 

Township Trustee during his 
son’s tenure at the school as 
well.

Another alum, Dennis Gei-
ger, notes he’s continued to 
live in Culver all his life. Some 
may recognize the lomng-
time Culver Tool employee 
(before operations moved to 
Plymouth) from his many 
years flying his beloved radio 
controlled airplane at Culver 
Academies’ parade field. He 
says he’s “probably ready to 
retire. It gives me more time to 
fly airplanes!”

Geiger is very active in the 
Winamac Aero Modelers, who 
host international radio con-
trolled flight events. He began 
building the models hhimself 
while still a student around 
1959 and continued to do so 
after being drafted into the 
service, keeping his plane in 
a foot locker in Saigon during 
his 1965 tour there. At CHS, 
Geiger played basketball, 
baseball, and ran track. “It was 
a good experience,” he says, 
which echoes the sentiments of 
most -- if not all -- his class-
mates.

Culver eateries support 
United Way next week

The United Way of Marshall County has announced “Dine Out for United Way Week” 
to support its 2010 cam-
paign. 

During the week of Sun-
day, July 11 through Sat-
urday, July 17, the follow-
ing Culver area restaurants 
– part of 26 restaurants to 
participate county-wide -- 
have pledged one percent 
of their weekly sales toward 
the United Way campaign: 
Corndance Café, Culver 
Coffee Company, Edgewa-
ter Grille, and Gladie's Deli 
and Catering. A number of 
Plymouth, Argos, Bremen, 
and Bourbon-area restau-
rants are also participating, 
said Jennifer Maddox, Unit-
ed Way executive director.

“Of the 26 restaurants 
participating," she added, 
"Seventeen are joining the 
effort for the first time."

Marshall County resi-
dents can choose any day 
of the week to patronize the 
participating eateries while 
helping the United Way. 
Maddox urged, “When 
you do visit a participating 
restaurant, please let them 
know you are there because 
they support United Way.”  

The United Way of Mar-
shall County invests in the 
building blocks for a good 
life: Education, Income and 
Health. In 2009 the United 
Way served over 30,000 in-
dividuals in Marshall Coun-
ty. For more information 
contact Jennifer S. Maddox, 
Executive Director, United 
Way of Marshall County at 
(574) 936-3366 or visit our 
web site at http://www.mar-
shallcountyuw.org/.
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Reunited from page A1

citizen photo/jeff kenney

Members of the Culver High School class of 1960 
gather on Main Street in Culver during their June 
19 reunion at Cafe Max on Culver’s Main Street. 

Front row (kneeling), left to right: Bea (Price) 
Stephenson, Jean (Ditmire) Triplet, Susie 
(Medbourn) McDonough, Pat (Vanschoiack) Cole; 
second row: Nancy (Flosenzier) Powell, Sandy 
(Smith) Holcolm, Virginia (Lee) Brock, Emily (Allen) 
King, Judy (Lowry) Wagoner, Betty (Kose) Knaus, 
Joyce (Morrison) Lyman, Jane (Ditmire) Hartle, 
Chuck Kiel   ; back row: Bud Watson, Don Hand, 
Jerry Parker, Gene Benedict, Edna (Menser) Sperry, 
Joan (Barshes) Evans, Denny Geiger, Bob Rossow, 
Charlie Hardin, Don Wynn , Larry Holston, and Bill 
Walaitis. 

Winters new Lions head
photo submitted/don freese

Barbara Winters was installed as the new President of the Culver Lions Club at the Lions June 
23 meeting. She and 13 other members were installed in various office positions.  Barbara is 
taking over the reins from Dan Adams who served as President for the past two years.  
Barbara, after being installed, came to the podium wearing the Lions Garrison hat that her 
father, Charles Dilts, wore when he was President of the Monterey Lions Club. Lion Charles 
Dilts was the Charter President of the Monterey Lions in 1948. There were 28 charter mem-
bers, she said. Winters received the gavel from Adams and concluded the meeting with the 
traditional ringing of the bell.



Moonlight Serenade 
next weekend

Culver Academies Sum-
mer Naval School band will 
once again entertain area 
listeners -- and carry on a 
more than five decades-
old tradition -- via the an-
nual Moonlight Serenade 
on Lake Maxinkuckee. On 
the evenings of Friday, July 
16 and Sunday, July 18, the 
three-masted square rigger 
the RH Ledbetter will take 
to the waters with the band 
on board, and traverse the 
west shore Friday night and 
east shore Sunday, play-
ing popular classics along 
the way. Area residents are 
encouraged to head to the 
town park or other sites 
along the route, and lake 
residents encouraged to 
continue the tradition of 
lighting flotillas on piers 
and elsewhere to welcome 
the serenade-ers. The mu-
sic will begin at 9 p.m.
Susanna Quilters 
display this month

The Susanna Circle 
Quilters of Wesley United 
Methodist Church will of-
fer a display of their per-
sonal quilts at the Culver 
Public Library in down-
town Culver, for all to 
see and admire, through 
the month of July. These 
quilts are for display only, 
not for sale. However, the 
Quilters will have a booth 
at Culver’s Lake Fest on 
Saturday, July 17 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., with several 
quilts for sale and a variety 
of small items.
L’MAX registration 
open, volunteers 
sought

The L’MAX bike takes 
place as part of the Cul-
ver Lake Fest on Sunday 
morning, July 18 with sign-
in from 7 to 11 a.m. This 
year, a Bike Barn mechanic 
will be on duty at the Cul-
ver beach lodge, the site 
of sign-in. L’MAX riders 
may choose from four dis-
tances to enjoy the day of 
the ride: 10 miles, 30 miles, 
63 miles, and 100 miles, all 
starting at the Culver beach 
lodge, which will also serve 
as an SAG stop. Organizers 
Don Baker and Janet Hal-
ling are also looking for a 
few more volunteers will-
ing to drive SAG wagons 
along the routes, or staff the 
SAG stops. Those interest-
ed, or with questions, may 
call 574-216-7180. Reg-
istation is open now, with 
forms available at the Bike 
Barn, 103 E. Lake Shore 
Drive, or online at www.
culverlakefest.com. Be-
fore July 8, entry fees are 
$20 per individual or $40 
per family,and after July 8, 
entry fees are $25 per indi-
vidual and $50 per family. 
Free t-shirts are only guar-
anteed to those who regis-
ter before July 8.
Culver museum 
extends hours

The Antiquarian and His-
torical Society of Culver 
announces new summer 
hours for its museum locat-
ed on the lower level of the 
Culver-Union Township 
Public Library. The mu-
seum will be open as fol-
lows: Tuesdays, noon to  8 

p.m., Wednesdays through  
Fridays, noon to 4 p.m., 
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  This will be the first 
time the museum will be 
open for evening hours. As 
always, admission is free.

It has also been an-
nounced that dates have 
been extended for the trav-
eling exhibit, “The Golden 
Age of Indiana Literature - 
1800 to 1920” until July 13.  
The Maxinkuckee Yacht 
Club, which had it’s origins 
in the 1800s, is currently 
another featured exhibit.
Jet ski, golf cart raf-
fled for charity

Culver’s Kiwanis Club 
this summer is raffling off a 
2010 Ultra LX jet ski (with 
lift and trailer) valued just 
under $14,000 as well as 
a 2010 EZ-Go ST Sport 
golf cart valued at more 
than $7,000. Raffle tickets 
are $20 (one ticket) and 
$50 (three tickets or mul-
tiples thereof). If enough 
tickets are sold by noon on 
September 6 (Labor Day 
Monday), a drawing for 
each item will take place 
at the town park in Culver. 
Proceeds will benefit Ki-
wanis and other local or-
ganizations assisting in the 
raffle, including Culver’s 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Lake Fest com mittee, and 
the Knights of Columbus. 
Tickets are available at Os-
born’s Mini-mart and Park 
N’ Shop in Culver, or from 
any Culver Kiwanis mem-
ber.
Children, caregivers 
invited to meals

Carin Clifton, Food Ser-
vices Director for Culver 
Community Schools, re-
minds area residents of 
the FREE breakfasts and 
lunches provided via the 
school this summer. Any 
child 18 and under (or 
those with disabilities in-
volved in a special educa-
tion program, regardless of 
age) can eat FREE at the 
Culver Elementary School 
and other sites listed below. 
No income guidelines are 
required, and one doesn’t 
have to be in the school 
district to enjoy a meal. 
Caregivers may purchase 
a lunch for $3.25 and/or a 
breakfast for $1.85, so, says 
Clifton, “Stop by and enjoy 
breakfast or lunch.”

Sites and dates are: Cul-
ver Elementary School 
(through August 13) break-
fast, 7:45-8:45 a.m.; lunch, 
11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; 
Culver Community High 
School (August 2 through 
12) breakfast, 7 to 7:30 
a.m.; lunch, 11 to 11:30 
a.m.; Monterey Elementary 
School (August 2 through 
6) breakfast, 7:45 to 8:15 
a.m.; lunch, noon to 12:45 
p.m. 
Culver REAL Meals 
seeks new faces

Culver’s REAL Ser-
vices is encouraging area 
residents over the age of 
60 to try out the nutrition 
site, located at the Beach 
Lodge, after checking the 
menu in the Culver Citizen 
each week. REAL Services 
needs 10 people or more in 
attendance each day in or-
der to keep the site open.  

Those interested may call 
site coordinator Ruth Walk-
er at 574-842-8878. 
Yacht Club subject 
of museum display

Throughout this summer, 
the Center for Culver His-
tory museum and research 
center, located in the lower 
level of the Culver Public 
Library, will feature an 
exhibit on the more than 
100-year history of the 
Maxinkuckee Yacht Club, 
including trophies, pho-
tos, and a host of historic 
artifacts spanning the de-
cades. Comm. garden 
work schedule
Culver’s community gar-
den’s ongoing work sched-
ule has been extended to 
also include Wednesday 
mornings at 10 a.m., in 
addition to the existing 
schedule of Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays  
at 5 p.m. Produce will be 
taken to the Culver food 
pantry as well as sold at 
the Farmer’s Market, with 
proceeds going to the 
expense of the garden and 
to the food pantry.  Any 
questions may be directed 

to Barb Quivey at Grace 
Church (574- 842-2331, 
during morning hours) or 
Cory Barnes (574-842-
8246 or 574-780-1491).  
Farmer’s Market

The Culver Farmer’s 
Market, sponsored by the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
will open every Satur-

day from 8 a.m  to noon 
through October 9. The 
market is located at the cor-
ner of Jefferson and Ohio 
Streets (across from CVS 
Pharmacy).  New vendors 
are welcome. For space call 
Barb at 574-842-2648.
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Briefs from page A1
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More 
emergency 
services 
softball
LEFT: Brian McIntire, of the Culver 
Fire Department, races to first base 
as Millie Sytsma of Culver’s EMS (at 
right) prepares to catch a ball thrown 
by Wayne Bean of the Culver Police 
Department (center, facing the cam-
era). 

RIGHT: Mallory Ulch                                                           
takes a swing for the police-EMS team 
during the game. 

This year’s games ended as a close 
one, with the fire department team 
taking the win at 15 to 14.  

See also photo on page A1.
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BIRD volunteers still seeking to assist
Culver area students spearheading this month's upcoming BIRD ( “Building, Inspiring, Recreating, 
and Discovering") visited Culver's REAL Services nutrition site at the Culver beach lodge last 
week, informing guests there that the community service project deadline has been extended 
in order to encourage more area residents to request assistance. 

In the photo above, from left to right, students Zach Sheldon, Andrea Canacci, and Kylee Shipley 
(far right) are joined by REAL site director Ruth Walker, left, and assistant Jeanette Geiselman.
Students from both Culver Academies and Culver Community High School have teamed up 
under the leadership of Culver Girls Academy junior Andrea Canacci for a weekend of local work 
projects culminating at the town park nightly in live music, family-style cookouts, and commu-
nity fellowship from 6:15 to 10:30 p.m. over the weekend of July 30 through August 1. Canacci 
explained at REAL Meals the work is free and adult leaders will be present with each work group. 
A number of adult volunteer workers and supervisors have already stepped up, she said, includ-
ing members of several Culver service clubs. 

Canacci said BIRD leaders have had difficulty finding residents needing help with projects such 
as yard work, painting, small home repairs, and the like. 

Those needing assistance from BIRD volunteers should call 216-280-5065.
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Players give back through scholarships
Becky Liechty, President and Director of the Maxinkuckee Players (right), awards a check to 
recent Culver Community High School graduate Shae Harris, one of two recipients of this year’s 
scholarships from the Players. Not pictured is Shelby Dirrim, a recent high school graduate from 
Bremen who also received a scholarship. Liechty notes one of the annual awards is given to a 
CCHS student, with the high school providing the recommendation, and the second is given 
to a student beyond Culver, as many participants in the theatre group hail from surrounding 
communities. 
Harris, who plans to attend St. Joseph College in Rensselaer this fall, expressed her gratefulness 
for the $500 check towards school costs. Dirrim, headed for Indiana-Purdue University Fort 
Wayne, also received $500. Liechty said the scholarships are one way the Players, whose rendi-
tion of “The Wizard of Oz” hits the CCHS stage later this month, “can give back to the community.”
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Culver’s Tri Kappa welcomes new members 
Culver’s Epsilon Nu Chapter of Tri Kappa recently held its initiation service at the Legion Memorial Building at Culver Academies.  
Four new members were initiated into the chapter.
The new Tri Kappa members are (ABOVE, from left to right) Barb Burke, Chelsea Bramfeld, Anna Rich, and Seana Badalich.  
Chapter President Colleen Denham presided over the ceremony. The new members join the twenty-nine active and three col-
legiate members of the local chapter in promoting charity, culture, and education.
Annually, the Epsilon Nu Chapter provides educational scholarships for graduating seniors and continuing education students.  
The group also provides Christmas caroling food baskets for meals on wheels recipients and sponsors a family at Christmas. In 
addition, they host a student art show and the Tour de Max bicycle ride.
Other groups and programs supported by Epsilon Nu are the Culver EMS, Culver Fire Department, the Beaman Home, Marshall 
County Hospice, the food pantry, Culver Community Schools, the Alzheimer’s Association, Riley’s Children Hospital, Indiana 
Special Olympics, victims’ assistance, and the Culver Boys and Girls Club.  The group also provides support for special requests.
To raise the funds necessary to support these projects and charities, Epsilon Nu sells poinsettias at Christmas, sells butter braids in 
the spring, has a rummage sale during Culver’s citywide yard sale, and hosts the Tour de Max and the Chairs for Charity Auction.
Tri Kappa is a statewide philanthropic organization promoting charity, culture, and education throughout Indiana.  There are 
nearly 10,000 members statewide.  During the last two-year term, over 3 million dollars were donated at the local and State levels 
for philanthropic projects. For more information, visit www.trikappa.org.

New Biography Book Club launches

Starting this summer, Fran Kent of Culver-Union Town-
ship Library, launches a new Biography Book Club. Ches-
ley “Sulley” Sullenberger’s book, "Highest Duty: My 
Search for What Really Matters," heads the biography 
reading list.

“Sulley,” the pilot of the doomed flight that landed in the 
Hudson River, tells his dramatic story. Readers learn about 
the man who has “grown up to embrace the quintessen-
tial American values-leadership, responsibility, hard work, 
and service to others.”

The first discussion meets Wednesday, July 21 at 2 p.m. 
in the large meeting room in the Library, at 107 North 
Main Street. You may reserve your book after June 29 by 
calling 574-842-2941, or pick up the book in the book club 
carrel across from the west entrance.

Kent, a retired teacher, says, “I’ve always been inter-
ested in the story each person has to tell. Join me on the 
journey!”

Free computer classes at the library

Culver-Union Township Public Library will continue its 
session of free computer classes in July. Classes will be 
held Monday evenings at 6 p.m. and Friday mornings at 
10 a.m., and will last two hours. Sessions for the month 
of July will cover Microsoft Office (overview of common 
features) and Microsoft Word. In the following months, we 
will offer classes covering other parts of Microsoft Office. 
These are hands-on classes and the library will provide 
computers. If you have your own laptop computer, feel 
free to bring it to the classes.

Classes for July: Microsoft Office Overview Part I 
(Monday, July 12, 6 p.m.; Friday, July 16, 10 a.m.); Mi-
crosoft Office Overview Part II (Monday, July 19, 6 p.m.; 
Friday, July 23, 10 a.m.); Microsoft Word (Monday, July 
26, 6 p.m.; Friday, July 30, 10 a.m.

For more information, call the Culver Library at 574-
842-2941, visit our website at www.culver.lib.in.us or e-
mail abaker@culver.lib.in.us.

Culver library news


