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In Brief
Lions Halloween
Party Thursday

Judging of the Lions Club 
Halloween costume contest 
will take place at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 28 at the 
Culver Elementary School 
gymnasium for anyone in 
the Culver Community 
School Corporation. Games 
will begin at 7 p.m. Judging 
categories will be: Infant 
through 3 years old; 4 and 
5 year old; 6 and 7 year old; 
8 and 9 year old; 10 and up. 
It is not necessary to be in 
costume to participate in 
the games.
Trick-or-treat times

Trick-or-treating for area 
youngsters will be offered 
at Miller’s Merry Manor in 
Culver on Halloween night, 
Oct. 31, from 4 to 5 p.m. 
Townwide trick-or-treating 
for the towns of Culver and 
Monterey will take place 
from 5 to 7 p.m. the same 
night.
Library board 
meeting Thursday

The Culver-Union Town-
ship Public Library Board 
will meet Thursday, Oct. 28 
at 7 p.m. at the Library.
End-of-month 
meal at St. Mary’s 

St. Mary of the Lake 
Catholic Church’s end-of-
month community meal will 
take place Saturday, Oct. 
30. On the 30th day or each 
month, a community meal 
will be provided for anyone 
interested in attending, with 
food and drinks supplied by 
parishioners. St. Mary of 
the Lake is located at 124 
College Avenue in Culver. 
Questions may be directed 
to 574-842-2522.
Max Singers
seek director

Resumes are being ac-
cepted for director of the 
Maxinkuckee Singers. All 
resumes must be submitted 
by Nov. 1, to P.O. Box 45, 
Culver, IN  46511. This is a 
non-profit organization and 
it is not a paid position.
Players call out 
to past members

Maxinkuckee Players 
are currently planning a 
30-year celebration of the 
group’s existence. It’s been 
30 years since Ben Rumson 
spearheaded the group and 
members would like to re-
assemble as many of past 
and present members as 
possible.  
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A day at the punkin’ patch
CITIZEN PHOTOS AND LAYOUT/JEFF KENNEY EXCEPT *SUBMITTED/JENNIFER LUTTRELL

Students from Culver’s Wesley Preschool recently spent the morning at 
Yellow River Farms on S.R. 8 enjoying the many fall festivities, includ-
ing the traditional hayride and choosing of a pumpkin to take home from 
one of the farm’s pumpkin patches. Children also enjoyed play in the hay 

maze, sliding down the oversize tube slide, time in the “corn” box (think 
sandbox with corn instead), and a new feature at the farm: A brightly-col-
ored, tractor-pulled “train” made from rehabbed metal barrels on wheels.

ABOVE LEFT: Adam Walton, pausing inside one of the hay maze tun-
nels.CENTER: Jake Conroy completes a trip down the long tunnel slide. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Lexie Myers with her newly-chosen pumpkin. 

Cleaning up Culver
PHOTO SUBMITTED/SUSAN SHAFFER

Once again, students from Culver Community High School and Culver 
Academies joined forces earlier this month for the town of Culver’s town-
wide autumn cleanup. Making use of a 40-yard dumpster provided by 
Allied Waste (who handles Culver’s town-wide trash service), students 
spent a Saturday morning and afternoon assisting residents dumping 
large items and other refuse, with the aid of Culver Street Department 

head Bob Porter and members of the street crew. 
Pictured at left (standing) is CCHS’ Cavs Service Club member, senior 
Alex Shaffer. In front, from left to right, are fellow Cavs members (kneel-
ing), freshman Kayla Shaffer, and juniors Kelly Bonine, Caroline Baker, 
and Cassie Back. To their right, Culver Academies students Charlie 
Salinas and Alan Simonini. In back, Academies students Caitlin Fortner, 
Elena Engelhard, Mike Heidkamp, Anthony McHugh, Jazmyn Jones, 
Helen Hansen, Shaun Schneider, Brock Frazer and Taek Lee. (Thanks 
to Anne Kelley for assistance with student identification). 

Kline, Benedict vie for 
Culver seat on Council

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Chris Kline is  no strang-
er to public service, but 
now he’s hoping to carry 
his rather unusual service 
background to the county 
level, in a bid for a seat 

on the Marshall County 
Council on the Democratic 
ticket. 

On the Republican side, 
John Benedict — a familiar 
face to Culver by way of 
his 12 years on the Culver 
School Board and raising 

his family here, as well as 
teaching government for 
many years — is vying for 
the same spot —  

Chris Kline
Born and raised in a com-

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Francis Ellert of Culver 
has knocked on some 5,000 
doors in recent months 
with the aim of listening to 
the voices of his potential 
constituents, should be be 

elected to the office of In-
diana State Representative. 
He announced his inten-
tion to run on the Republi-
can ticket earlier this year, 
running against incumbent 
Nancy Dembowski (D) and 
Richard Liedtky (I).

A first-time candidate, 
Ellert has been the manager 
of the Coca-Cola plant in 
Plymouth for the past ten 
years, following work as 
an assistant counselor with 
Culver Academies’ summer 
camps program. He says 

he’s always had “a passion 
to serve the community,” 
which is evident from his 
many endeavors through 
the years: he continues his 
stint on the Ancilla College 
board of trustees, is a mem-
ber of the Marshall-Starke 

Development Center board, 
and successfully chaired 
the United Way of Marshall 
County’s campaign, an ef-
fort he says “exceeded ev-
erybody’s expectations.”

Ellert challenges incumbent Dembowski for State Rep
See Council, Page A3

See Ellert, Page A3

See In Brief, Page A7

Chris Kline John Benedict
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Obituaries
Mary Josephine Albright Bradley

Nov. 15, 1922 — Oct. 18, 2010
CULVER — Mary Josephine Albright Bradley, 87, a 

lifelong summer resident of Culver, died 
Oct. 18.

Known as “Mary Jo,” she visited Lake 
Maxinkuckee every year with her parents, 
who owned a house there. Later, she met 
C. Harvey Bradley at the lake, who also 
spent every summer there with his parents 
and grandparents before them. In 1944, they 
married and celebrated their 66th anniversary in 2010.

A former board member of the Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra and chairwoman of its first Endowment Drive 
in 1975 she served also on boards of the Junior League 
of Indianapolis, the Indianapolis Garden Club, the India-
napolis Chapter of the American Red Cross, the Children’s 
Bureau, Meals On Wheels, Conner Prairie, the Alliance of 
the Indianapolis Museum of Art and the Arts Council of 
Lake Wales, Fla. She was named an honorary trustee of the 
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra in 1992.

Mrs. Bradley was president of the Indianapolis Garden 
Club and served on the Conservation Committee of the 
Garden Club of America and as board president of Conner 
Prairie. She was a docent at the Indianapolis Museum of 
Art and the Lilly Pavilion, and she delivered many Meals 
on Wheels.

Her interests included music, gardening, bird watching, 
knitting, needlepoint, and traveling, having visited all con-
tinents but Antarctica at least once. She earned a certificate 
as a “Pinch-Hitter” to land a Beechcraft Bonanza, which 
her husband flew. Although not a competitive golfer, at age 
80 she had a hole-in-one on Hole Six (her least favorite) 
at Crooked Stick Golf Club. She was trained as a classical 
pianist and also sang in amateur productions in Indianapo-
lis.

She was a member the Antiquarian and Historical Soci-
ety of Culver and the Maxinkuckee Country Club.

Mrs. Bradley was born Nov. 15, 1922, in Indianapolis, 
the daughter of the late Madge Olmsted Cooling and her 
first husband, Chester Ware Albright, and sister of the late 
Rodney and Jane Albright. A 1944 alumna of Vassar Col-
lege, where she had a music scholarship and performed 
with an a capella quartet, she attended Shortridge High 
School before graduating from Monticello Preparatory 
School in Godfrey, Ill. 

Aside from her husband, she also leaves her daughter 
Sally Peacock and son-in-law Jay Peacock of Indianapolis, 
and daughter Jane Bradley and son-in-law Michael Bezdek 
of Duxbury, Mass. She leaves grandchildren Remy Kothe, 
Alison Rauh, Lucy, Claire and Alexander Bezdek and step-
granddaughter Morgan Coleman. She is survived by two 
great-grandsons and a stepgreat-grandson, who visit Cul-
ver every summer.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Indianap-
olis Symphony Orchestra, Office of Development, 32 E. 
Washington St., Suite 600, Indianapolis, IN, 46204 or to 
the Lake Wales Arts Council, 1099 State Rd. 60 East, Lake 
Wales, Fla. 33853.

Richard Lee Fisher
Feb. 27, 1921 — Oct. 8, 2010

CULVER — Richard Lee Fisher, 89, of Culver, formerly 
of the Indianapolis area, passed away Oct. 8, 2010 at 11:30 
p.m. at Saint Joseph’s Regional Medical Center,  Plym-
outh.

Richard was born in Morehouse, Mo. Feb. 27, 1921. He 
was raised in Morehouse and spent summers on Lake Max-
inkuckee. His grandmother was among the first settlers on 
Long Point. Richard attended the University of Missouri 
for several years before joining the Army Air Force to 
serve as a bombardier during WWII.

His most notable flying mission was over the oil fields 
of Pioesti, Romania. During his career in the armed forces 
he was awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross. He married 
Virginia Lee McIntyre in 1943 and the had five daughters. 
He made his living as a residential developer in the India-
napolis area. Later in life he and Virginia made their per-
manent residence on the south shore of Lake Maxinkuckee. 
Richard loved to spend his free time reading, working in 
the garden, enjoying a good party, and sailing.

He was a member of the Naples Sailing Club and a de-
voted member of the VFW. He and Virginia were instru-
mental in creating Heritage Park in Culver.

He is survived by his daughters, Pamela Fisher of Culver, 
Priscilla Fisher (George) of Naples, Fla., Jennifer Fisher 
Shea (Jamie) of Culver; grandchildren: Nicki Birrell Jent-
gen (Phil) , George Birrell, James Fisher Shea, and David 
Lingle; and three great-grandchildren: Emily Jane Jentgen, 
Jackson Kent Jentgen and Devon Lingle.

He was preceded in death by his wife Virginia; and two 
daughters, Jenny lee Fisher, in infancy, and Melissa Fisher 
Birrell.

A memorial service was held Monday, Oct. 18 at 11 a.m. 
at the Culver Academy Memorial Chapel.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials 
be made to the VFW Post #6919, 108 E. Washington St., 
Culver, IN, 46511 or St. Elizabeth Episcopal Church, 515 
State St., Culver, IN, 46511.

Dear Editor:
We were stunned and dismayed to receive the news that 

a  library committee would recommend to the board termi-
nating the Library’s relationship with the Antiquarian and 
Historical Society Museum.

Jim Petersons’ letter to The Citizen does an admirable 
job of describing the mutual benefits of the present rela-
tionship. The Library must have very strong reasons for 
recommending such a  move. It does not seem in the best 
interest of the community, the Antiquarian and Historical 
Society, or the Library

We hope the Library Board will not accept this recom-
mendation. 

—Julia and Andre Lacy
Culver

Letter to the Editor

This year’s observation of 
Veterans Day will take on 
a local and poignant flavor 
when Culver Academies 
historian Robert Hartman 
presents, “Lest We Forget,” 
an audio-visual look at the 
contributions of graduates 
of Culver Military Acad-
emy to the two great wars 
— World Wars I and II — of 
the 20th Century, as well 
as the development of the 
school in the years between 
those conflicts. 

The program will take 
place on Veterans Day: 
Wednesday, Nov. 11, at 7 
p.m. at the Culver Acade-
mies Museum & Gift Shop, 
102 S. Main St. in down-
town Culver. 

Included will be Hart-
man’s presentation, in 
Power Point format with 
accompanying video and 
audio, as well as an oppor-
tunity to have Hartman sign 
the book he authored on the 
subject, “Lest We Forget 
— Culver: Two Great Wars 
and the Years Between, 
1914-1945.” Copies of the 
book will be available for 
purchase. Hartman’s pro-
gram is free and open to the 
public.

CMA’s contributions to 
the wars were stunning: 
6,000 of the school’s gradu-
ates fought in World War II, 

Veterans Day program by 
Hartman: Lest We Forget

with 254 “Gold Star men” 
making the supreme sacri-
fice. An amazing number 
were awarded the Medal 
of Honor, Distinguished 
Service Cross, Navy Cross, 
Silver Star, and many more 
testaments to their gallantry. 
Culver’s Memorial Chapel 
stands as one visible tribute 
to those who fought in that 
war. 

Nearly 3,000 Culver grad-
uates fought in World War I, 
with many earning the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross 
among other awards. That 
first “Great War” changed 
the school forever, leading 
to such cherished traditions 
as the Gold Star salute out-
side the Legion Memorial 
Building (which was built 
on campus to honor WWI’s 
fallen), and the somber but 
memorable Veteran’s Day 
ceremony still executed 
each year, as it was starting 
in 1924. 

Information is available 
at www.culver.org/museum, 
or call 574-842-8842.

To share a meal at REAL Meals, call 
Ruth Walker at the nutrition site (the Cul-
ver beach lodge) before 11 a.m. the day 
before for reservations, at 574-842-8878. 
A donation is suggested for each meal.

Thursday, Oct. 28: Chili, baked po-
tato, sour cream, oyster crackers, cottage 
cheese, Mandarin oranges, and milk.

Friday,  Oct. 29: Stuffed cabbage, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, wheat roll, 
fruit cup, cookies, and milk.

Monday, Nov. 1: BBQ pork on a bun, 
baked beans, mixed vegetables, pineapple, 
dessert, and milk.

Tuesday, Nov. 2: Oven fried chicken, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, 
bread and margarine, applesauce, dessert, 
and milk.

Wedsnesday, Nov. 3: Beef stew with car-
rots, peas, potatoes and onions, corn, bis-
cuit, peaches, and milk.

Thursday, Nov. 4: Chicken and noodles 
with gravy, mashed potatoes, dinner roll 
and margarine, baby carrots, pears, and 
milk.

Friday, Nov. 5: Mac and cheese with 
ham, peas, cauliflower, bread and marga-
rine, fruit, and milk.

REAL Services menu

Robert Hartman
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A husband and father of 
four, Ellert describes him-
self as “a pro-life candi-
date” and notes as an em-
ployer he recognizes the 
impact the economic situa-
tion is having on citizens. 

“I have an understand-
ing of where jobs come 
from and how they’re cre-
ated,” he says. “If elected, 
I would work every day to 
bring jobs to our area.”

Ellert is fond of telling the 
story of his seven-year-old 
son Fritz’s delay in arriving 
at the end of the Blueberry 
Festival parade this past 
Labor Day. “He was back 
there shaking everybody’s 
hand saying, ‘You need to 
vote for my dad!’”

The story, however, illus-
trates Ellert’s commitment 
to his children and to edu-
cation in Indiana in general. 
He’s pledged, however, not 
to make decisions based 
solely on political party, but 
on the merits of ideas and 
legislation. 

“I can make just two 
campaign promises,” Ellert 
explains. “One, that I will 
work hard for everyone in 
this district; and two, I will 
never do anything to disre-
spect the office I hold.”

All that door-knocking is 
exemplary of the approach 
he strives for with regards 
to listening to voters. When 
he returned the phone call 
of a voter recently, Ellert 
says the man reacted in sur-
prise. 

“He said, ‘Politicians 
don’t call people back!’ I 
said, ‘This one does.’ We 
need to reconnect with 
the people who have their 
finger on the pulse of the 

community. Our campaign 
is about...making our com-
munity a better place for 
our children and our grand-
children.”

Nancy Dembowski
With a background in lo-

cal government, incumbent 
Indiana House Representa-
tive Dembowski is seeking 
to return to Indianapolis.

Dembowski was a mem-
ber of the Starke County 
Council for seven years, 
Mayor of Knox for 11 years 
and two year member of the 
Indiana Senate. She is seek-
ing her third term in the In-
diana House as a member 
of the Democrat party

“I am proudest of my ser-
vice to the City of Knox and 
the accomplishments we 
made there which included 
winning the Excellence 
Award from the Indiana 
Cities and Towns Associa-
tion on two different occa-
sions,” she said.

Retired from WKVI Ra-
dio and mother of three 
grown children and eight 
grandchildren, she is wid-
owed and was married to 
Ed Dembowski, a steel-
worker for 43 years.

“The top priority of the 
Indiana General Assembly 
in 2011 must be to put Hoo-
siers back to work,” she 
said. “House Democrats 
will propose a new employ-
ee tax credit to employers 
who hire workers from un-
employment. A small busi-
ness loan program with low 
interest loans will be pro-
posed as well. We can bet-
ter attract good businesses 
to our state with a stable tax 
structure, good regulatory 
practices and quality edu-
cation to provide an edu-
cated workforce. Education 
must be high on our list of 
priorities.”

We must rebuild Hoo-
siers trust in Indiana Gov-
ernment from top to bot-
tom....Hoosiers want their 
officials to work together to 
give them a better quality 
of life....Indiana working 
families deserve no less. 

The Healthy Indiana Plan 
was established several 
years ago and funded by 
an increase in the cigarette 
tax which provides insur-
ance for low income adults 
and families.  Governor 
Daniels recently closed the 
enrollment in this innova-
tive program in reaction to 
the  national Health Care 
legislation, however, the 
Indiana Family and Social 
Services Administration 
recently said that the HIP 
will provide the natural 
vehicle to provide cover-
age to Hoosiers that will 
become Medicaid eligible.  
I believe we should expand 
that great program. 

Richard Liedtky
Liedtky is the Libertarian 

candidate for State Repre-
sentative from District 17.

He is a 1976 graduate of 
North Judson-San Pierre 
High School and a 10 year 
resident of Plymouth. He 
is employed by Evangel 
Press, a Christian Printing 
Company in Nappanee.

He has been an IHSAA 
certified basketball official 
and umpire for the past 20 
years, coached little league 
in North Judson, Knox and 
North Liberty and is cur-
rently the president of the 
John Glenn Football Boost-
ers. He attends Crossroad 
Church in Plymouth and 
North Liberty Church of 
Christ.

“I am running to give 
citizens a third choice,” he 
said. “Both parties blame 
each other but the reality is 
that both parties are equally 

at fault for the problems 
in America and Indiana. I 
bring a new approach be-
cause I won’t be tied to 
vote for a certain party but 
rather the people.”

Liedtky says that, “…jobs 
are needed badly as many 
are still unemployed. We 
have two rivers that need 
dredging at least five to six 
feet. This will benefit all 
communities as well as the 
multi-billion agribusiness.

“Plymouth’s Industrial 
Park is growing but we 
need to utilize the infra-
structure that has been laid 
in Hamlet for a park…We 
must look at our schools. 
Our future is loaded down 
with debt and yet education 
is cut. When politicians 
vote to cut school funding 
but vote to give themselves 
a pay raise, something is 

wrong.
“We must all be weary of 

Governor Mitch Daniels’ 
Local Government Reform 
Bill. This will eliminate all 
township trustees advisory 
boards and volunteer fire de-
partments. A central Coun-
ty Director will be named 
and small communities will 
slowly lose their identity. 
All fire departments will 
be forced to be paid and all 
police and emergency per-
sonnel will be dispatched 
from the County Director’s 
office. Taxes will be raised 
to pay for this.

“I believe that many will 
cast split votes in the elec-
tion for the first time in 
many years. A vote for a 
Libertarian is a vote for re-
storing the people’s voice 
and right to run the govern-
ment.”
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Ellert, cont. from front

Francis Ellert 

munity where Kline’s roots go deep  this Culver Academies 
graduate, husband and father of four has been a member 
of the Culver Community School board since 2002 (and 
President from 2004 to 2006). Since 2004, Kline’s been 
with JFNew, an ecological consulting and restoration firm 
where today he’s Regional Director. He also has been a 
non-voting member since 2009 of the Culver Redevelop-
ment Commission, as well as member in the Lake Max-
inkuckee Environmental Council from 1998 through 2002 
(he was Chair in 2000). 

Kline said decreasing county revenues mean council 
members must learn to “do more with less. That’s one of 
the key attributes of a councilman, to know where your 
dollars are going and how they’re being spent. I think I 
have that background.”

“I’m experienced in writing federal grants,” Kline ex-
plains. “We all pay taxes to the federal government. Let’s 
bring more of that money in than we’re sending out.”

Though he says he feels Marshall County’s government 
operates well in general, and has good public servants and 
services, he suggests improvement could be made in the 
area of identifying a common mission and goal for the 
county, and making sure all its agencies are aligned with 

that mission.
“I have experience with that,” he adds. “I would try and 

put that in place.”

John Benedict
Seeking his first term on the Marshall County Council, 

Benedict is currently on the Union Township Advisory 
Board. 

This 1962 Culver High School graduate majored in eco-
nomics in college, teaching government and economics 
at Plymouth High School. He is an Army veteran of the 
Viet Nam war and lives on the family farm just east of 
Lake Maxinkuckee. There, he helped raise three grown 
children. He attends Poplar Grove Church.

Benedict says, “Outside of five years just out of college, 
I am a lifelong resident of Marshall County. I have been 
fortunate enough to be able to represent my friends and 
neighbors in public service.”

Benedict notes that in these tough economic times, un-
employment is still rather high in this area. 

“Economic growth is too slow nationwide,” he said. 
“Spending nationally continues at runaway levels. Predic-
tions for the future indicate rising interest rates and in-
creased inflation.”

Local government, however, must still function in an ef-
fective manner, he said.

“My philosophy for local government is simple: De-
termine the institutions and activities that best serve the 
citizens of the county; of these, fund the necessities and 
prioritize the optionals; then be responsible to the taxpay-
ers by always remembering it is their money that elected 
officials have been entrusted to take sparingly and spend 
wisely.”

Council, cont. from front

Nancy Dembowski
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

A short drive from Culver, just down 700 
North in Fulton County (that’s a short bit 
south of S.R. 110, if you’re not familiar) is 
one of the more unusual of the many plac-
es rumored for years in whispered tones — 
and nowadays on scads of websites which 
discuss such things — as a haunted spot in 
Indiana. And it’s easy to see why. 

At the very least, it’s a strange anamo-
ly almost too odd to be real, though it is. 
These days, no one would think of naming 
an elementary and/or high school “Dead 
Man’s College,” much less want to send 
their children there, but in the late 19th 
and early 20th Centuries, at least some res-
idents of Richland Township did just that. 

I stumbled across the existence of this 
one-room schoolhouse one drizzly, cold 
spring Saturday when my wife, children, 
and I were looking for something to do 
without driving too far or spending tons of 
money. I began browsing the internet for 
Indiana oddities (did you know the World’s 
Largest Rosary is — or at least was — in 
nearby Starke County? Neither did I), and 
stumbled across Dead Man’s College. 

The building still stands at the intersec-
tion of 700 N and 500 W, looking lonely 
and forlorn in a desolate space surrounded 
by cornfields. That gray afternoon, my fam-
ily and I headed down 700 N to the east, off 
S.R. 17, and discovered a raised hump of 
ground around which 500 W makes a “Y,” 
some 100 feet in front of (to the west of) 
the school building itself. The ground was 
(and is) an abandoned family cemetery, 
where at least three young children are 
buried, in addition to David Rumbaugh, 
who was born way back in 1798 (he died 
in 1850). That cemetery, coupled with the 
large, wooden sign, “Dead Man’s College” 
(which was added more recently), makes 
for a somewhat jarring discovery.

The legend of the place is, of course, 
even more dramatic than its “stanger-
than-fiction” reality: Supposedly at least 
one person is buried under the front steps 
of the schoohouse (another is rumored in 
some tales to be buried under the building 
itself), and of course there’e the obligatory 
claim that if one visits the place at mid-
night, children (presumably ghostly ones) 

will come out and ask you play with them 
(whether these children are presumed to be 
those buried in the plot, or former students 
who attended school at Dead Man’s Col-
lege, is never made very plain). 

Dead Man’s College wasn’t a college at 
all, but one of the many one-room school 
houses — which accommodated all grades, 
elementary and high school included, back 
in those days — dotting the rural Ameri-
can landscape; it’s also the last standing 
one-room school in its township. It was 
built sometime after 1876, according to 
internet sources (the latest year of death 
given among the graves is 1864). Besides 
its unique name — and yes, it went by that 
moniker during its days as a school; and 
no, “Dead Man’s College” was apparently 
not just a nickname — perhaps its greatest 
claim to fame is that Vernie Bowen taught 
there in 1918, when his infant son Otis was 
born. As every good Hoosier knows, Otis 
would become a very popular Governor of 
Indiana in 1972, and later was Secretary of 
Health and Welfare under President Rea-
gan. 

Culverites will be interested to learn, 

too, that our local artist of renown, Esther 
Miller (of The Painter and the Poet gallery 
on Main Street), painted a watercolor of 
the school not many years ago.

A good deal less sensationalist recollec-
tions of Dead Man’s College can be found 
online, in Fulton County resident Judge 
Tombaugh’s invaluable local history and 
genealogy material at the Fulton County 
Library website (go to www.fulco.lib.in.us, 
click “Local Genealogy,” head for “Fulton 
County Handbook,” and locate it alphabet-
ically under “Schools”). There we glean by 
far the most detail about the school, largely 
via firsthand accounts from several people 
who actually attended classes there. Wood 
frame outhouses, we’re told, were located 
behind the building, and as there was no 
water source, drinking water had to be car-
ried in by students and teachers. The play-
ground was in front of the building, which, 
interestingly, puts it in close proximity to 
the cemetery. 

Photos of the school in its prime appear 
in various editions of the Fulton County 
Historical Society Quarterly over the years, 

including a shot of a hole in the foundation 
of the school where a student prankster is 
said to have crawled to attach a bell to a 
string or rope.

Former pupil Dan Cook (born 1893) 
reminisced in the Quarterly about the 
school and the bell-ringing prank, which 
he attributed to classmate Oren Anderson

“He would ring the bell with his foot 
during school,” wrote Cook, “and was not 
detected by the teacher. This became a 
sort of tradition (among students through 
the years)...a favorite line the boys told 
the teacher was that the bell was rung by 
the ghost of one of the dead people buried 
under the school. There was even a story 
that a man was killed and buried under the 
school.”

Also on the Fulton County site, Vernie 
Bowen went into great (and often charm-
ing) detail about the school and his tenure 
there as a teacher, noting his own father 
John Bowen drove the horse-drawn “hack” 
school bus which took children to school. 
During his second term there, more than 
35 children attended, Bowen notes.

The site also lists each teacher at Dead 
Man’s College between 1900 and its fi-
nal semester in operation: spring of 1926, 
after which it went the way of one-room 
schools in the Culver area, across Indiana, 
and across America. 

It’s a short and pleasant trip from Culver 
to Dead Man’s College, and worth the drive 
for anyone interested in history, or frankly 
the just-plain-odd and obscure. Any read-
ers so inclined are welcome to drop by the 
place for a visit around midnight some 
evening — Halloween, perhaps? — and let 
us all know what, if anything, they find!

However, it’s clear from the recollec-
tions on the Fulton County website that, 
far from finding the old place a source of 
fear and dread, its past teachers and stu-
dents remembered it fondly as an inviting 
and happy place. 

“Although it bears the marks of age,” 
wrote Bowen of the school 64 years af-
ter its closing, “to all those who went to 
school there or taught there, it is an em-
blem of community service. If it would 
talk, it, like all of the other abandoned one-
room district school buildings, would say, 
‘Farewell. I have served my time.’”

Dead Man’s College: Halloween 2010

CITIZEN PHOTO/JEFF KENNEY
Dead Man’s College schoolhouse in Fulton County near Culver. Visible left of the tree 
stump are a few of the graves on the property. 

Kids and sports make the perfect concoction.  Ingredi-
ents such as innocence, joy, humor and effort mixed with 
the perfect blend of competition most often results in 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

 One of my all-time favorite memories happened nearly 
ten years ago during a one mile fun- run at a local road 
race.  Twenty some seven and eight year olds toed the 
starting line for an out and back race.  As the announcer 
described the course and cautioned against overly aggres-
sive starts, I attempted to encourage each participant by 
opening my hand close to theirs in order for them to give 
me a “low-five” before the gun sounded.  Starting at my 
far left side, I slowly made my way down the crooked line.  
The little boys took great pleasure in smacking my hand 
as hard and as loudly as possible, always trying to outdo 
the previous fellow.  Conversely, little girls gently tapped 
my hand while producing shy toothless smiles.  I relished 
this joyful moment as I approached the final child.  She 
sported bright yellow running attire with brown pony tails 

and a freckled little face.  Having become distracted by 
another group of children climbing on the playground, she 
hadn’t noticed my routine with the others.  Glancing at my 
hand, she looked in my eyes, reached for her mouth, and 
produced a big piece of bubble gum, placing the remnants 
in my outstretched palm.  No doubt someone along the 
way had warned the young lady about the evils of running 
while chewing gum. 

 You, too, can be witness to such heart-warming experi-
ences starting this summer in Culver. Occurring at 7:30 
p.m. during the week of June 20, little ones as young as 
one year old can run a 25 yard dash; older children go far-
ther, culminating with upper elementary children running 
a mile.  Add parents, fans and volunteers into the batch and 
we will enjoy a few days of fun and fitness which may re-
sult in a long term wellness program for children and their 
parents each summer. Adults can engage in walking and 
running with their children and will naturally notice ben-
efits to their own health. Plus, it will be absolutely free!  

Registration forms will be available starting in January 
at local businesses.  

Many splendid days still await us this fall.   Enjoy beau-
tiful Lake Maxinkuckee scenery as the riveting blue-au-
tumn sky smiles downward, showcasing each splash of red 
and golden hardwood hues , making our Culver home one 
of the most adorned secrets in the heartland.

Dana Neer serves as Wellness Coordinator and Coun-
selor at The Culver Academies.  He can be contacted at 
Neerd@Culver.org.

Kids and sports make the perfect concoction 
Heartbeats

and Footprints
By Dana Neer, 

Columnist

Lora Pinder, Leroy 
Bean, Steve McDan-
iel, Marilyn Kelly and 
Tim McCarthy gave 
us correct guesses 
of last week’s Mys-
tery Citizen, Kathryn 
Breyfogle, who’s 
served Culver on 
several boards, with 
its EMS service, the 
Culver Lions Club, 
and more. As men-
tioned, her parents 
(Bob and Doris), also active in the 
community for decades now, were 
likely an inspiration. 

This week’s Mystery Citizen is an-
other visible part of the community, 
most particularly with an area business 
in which his family very prominently 
figures. Hmmm....the editor often for-
gets to mention it, but don’t forget that 

his undying admiration will be awarded — in addition to 
the prerequisite free parking in downtown and uptown Cul-
ver — to correct guessers. That admiration can be traded at 
several local businesses (along with one to two dollars per 
cup), for a cup of coffee, so get guessing!

Guesses may be emailed to citizen@culcom.net, dropped 
off in one of our drop boxes (located at the Culver Public 
Library and Culver Coffee Company), or call the editor at 
574-216-0075.

Name that Culver ‘citizen’

Last week’s 
Mystery 
Citizen Kathryn 
Breyfogle now 
(above) and then 
(below).

This week’s 
Mystery 
Citizen is...?

Where in the world is 
the Culver Citizen?

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Our “Where in the world” feature returns with yet 
another shot of your globe-trotting local newspaper off 
on another of its jaunts. Can anyone identify the famous 
locale at which this photo was taken? 
Guesses may be emailed to citizen@culcom.net, 
dropped off in one of our drop boxes (located at the 
Culver Public Library and Culver Coffee Company), or 
call the editor at 574-216-0075.
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Sports
Culver routs Lake Station

LAKE STATION — Culver put up 
21 points in the first quarter en route 
to a 49-7 thrashing of Lake Station in 
the Cavaliers’  Class A, Sectional 33 
opener on the road Friday.

Michael Salary finished with two 
touchdowns and a game-leading 
151 yards rushing, while Cole Flora 
scored another two touchdowns and 
rushed for 104 yards for the defend-
ing sectional champions.

Collin Stevens and Tucker Schultz 
also scored for the Cavs, who out-
rushed their hosts 436-139 yards.

Culver will host Whiting — which 
beat LaVille 42-13 Friday — next 
week.
• CULVER 49, LAKE STATION 7
At Lake Station
Score by quarters
Culver: 21 14 7 7 — 49
Lake Station: 0 0 0 7 — 7
Scoring summary
First quarter
Culver — Michael Salary 74-yd run (Collin 
Stevens kick) 8:30
Culver — Stevens 43-yd run (Stevens kick) 3:55
Culver — Cole Flora 42-yd run (Stevens kick) 
2:01
Second quarter
Culver — Sam Hendrickson 35-yd run (Stevens 
kick) 11:44
Culver — Salary 2-yd run 0:40
Third quarter
Culver — Flora 25-yd run 9:19
Fourth quarter
Lake Station — Hasoni Walters 18-yd run 
(Alfredo Lopez kick) 4:;55
Culver — Tucker Schultz 15-yd run (Stevens 
kick) 2:02
Culver stats
Rushing: 34-436; Michael Salary 10-151, Cole 
Flora 4-104, Sam Hendrickson 5-56, Sam 
Hissong 9-53
Passing: 0-0-0 for 0
First downs: 11
Penalties-yds lost: 8-52
Fumbles-lost: 0-0
Record: 7-3
Lake Station stats

Rushing: 60-139
Passing: 7-16-0 for 76 yds
First downs: 14

Penalties-yds lost: 6-48
Fumbles-lost: 1-0
Record: 1-9 (final)

Neer sets record 
at semi-state

A week after breaking the Culver Girls Academy Re-
gional record, CGA’s Waverly Neer clocked a 17:53.9, 
breaking the New Prairie smi-state record to win the 
semistate race and lead her team to a fifth-place finish, 
which qualified the Lady Eagles for the state finals for 
the sixth time in seven years.

Plymouth wrapped up its season with a team score of 
398 in 16th place at the meet.

Meanwhile in the boys race at New Prairie, Culver 
Military Academy’s young squad finished 14th to close 
out its season.
• NEW PRAIRIE CROSS COUNTRY SEMISTATE
At New Carlisle
Girls race 
Team scores: Valparaiso 51, West Lafayette 67, Crown Point 113, Lake 
Central 179, Culver Girls Academy 198, Portage 216, Chesterton 246, 
Eastern (Greentown) 259, Kankakee Valley 260, New Prairie 277, 
Lafayette Harrison 286, Tri County 299, Manchester 318, Munster 329, 
Oak Hill 394, Plymouth 398, Highland 405, Lafayette Jeff 411, Andrean 
421, Seeger 499.
Boys race
Team scores: Valparaiso 78, Chesterton 120, LaPorte 126, West Lafayette 
131, Crown Point 196, Munster 208, New Prairie 213, Portage 215, 
Andrean 220, Maconaquah 288, Lafayette Jeff 311, Hobart 314, Western 
(Russiaville) 319, Culver Military Academy 330, McCutcheon 345, 
Lowell 350, Northfield 374, Carroll (Flora) 401, Logansport 435, 
Lafayette Harrison 490.

FILE PHOTO/ALAN HALL
Sam Hissong runs away from a LaVille player earlier this season. Hissong and 
the Cavs move on to Round 2 of Sectional this Friday.

CMA knocks off Knox
KNOX — Culver Military held the Redskins to just 89 

net rushing yards and Juwan Brescacin caught two touch-
down passes from freshman Haynes Barnes en route to 
a 28-13 Class 3A Football Sectional 17 victory at Knox 
Friday.

Tom O’Neill — who led all rushers with 117 yards — 
broke away for a 70-yard touchdown to put Culver up 7-0 
less than 2 minutes into the game, and Brescacin — who 
finished with three catches for 88 yards — caught a 5-yard 
pass from Barnes to break a 7-all tie at the 3:55 mark of 
the first quarter, and the Eagles led the rest of the way for 
their second straight victory.

Ralph Laux also surpassed the century mark rushing for 
CMA with 107 yards in 12.

Quinn Biddle scored the Redskins’ first touchdown at the 
5:53 stop of the first quarter, while Aaron Everage — who 
finished with 64 rushing yards behind teammate Garrett 
Majchrzak’s 92 — ran in a touchdown from 18 yards out 
to complete the scoring with 5:23 on the game clock.

Knox closes at 4-6, while CMA improves to 4-6.
The Eagles move on to face Andrean, which beat Ham-

mond Clark 28-6 Friday, at home next week.
• CMA 28, 
  KNOX 13
At Knox
CMA: 14 7 7 0 — 28
Knox:  7 0 0 6 — 13
Scoring summary
First quarter
CMA — Tom O’Neill 70-yd run (O’Neill kick) 10:01
K — Quinn Biddle 27-yd pass from Nevin Miller (Biddle) 5:53
CMA — Juwan Brescacin 5-yd pass from Haynes Barnes (O’Neill kick) 
3:55
Second quarter
CMA — Brescacin 51-yd pass from Barnes (O’Neill kick) 3:41
Third quarter
CMA — Turner Morsches 2-yd run (O’Neill kick) 8:48
Fourth quarter
K — Aaron Everage 18-yd run (kick blocked) 5:23
CMA stats
Rushing: 38-263; O’Neill 10-117, Ralph Laux 12-107
Passing: Barnes 5-7-1 for 97 yds, O’Neill 1-4-0 for 28 yds
Receiving: Brescacin 3-88, Alex Haygood 1-28, Austin Spencer 1-6, Ralph 
Laux 1-3
Tackles (unassisted/assisted): Ryan Sete 5-2, Morsches 5-2, Laux 4-1, 
Connor Frantti 4-1
First downs: 11

Fumbles-lost: 4-1
Penalties-yds lost: 3-20
Record: 4-6
Knox stats
Rushing: 30-89; Aaron Everage 10-64, Garrett Majchrzak 6-92
Passing: Miller 15-31-1 for 173 yds
Receiving: Majchrzak 6-92, Biddle 5-67
Tackles (unassisted/assisted): Majchrzak 4-0, Biddle 3-2, Jordan Beem 3-2
First downs: 17
Fumbles-lost: 1-0
Penalties-yds lost: 6-63
Record: 4-6

VOLLEYBALL
Cavs fall in 4

Culver fell in four games to North Judson at the Wi-
namac Volleyball Sectional Saturday.

Patrice McBee pounded out 22 kills with two aces, while 
Alison Zehner recorded a pair of aces, 11 kills and 23 digs, 
and Samantha Howard tallied 10 digs, two aces and 16 as-
sists in the loss.

Culver concludes its season at 10-20.
• NORTH JUDSON 3, CULVER 1 (25-29, 23-25, 26-24, 25-11)
At Winamac Volleyball Sectional
Culver stats
Kills: Patrice McBee 22, Alison Zehner 11
Digs: Zehner 23, Samantha Howard 10
Aces: Zehner 2, McBee 2, Howard 2
Assists: Howard 16
Record: 10-20 (final)

McBee leads Cavs to win
Patrice McBee pounded out 29 kills to lead Culver 

Community’s volleyball team to a 25-12, 16-25, 25-18, 
25-17 win over Boone Grove in Class 2A Sectional 34 
first-round action at Winamac Thursday.

Also for the Cavs, Aspen Kitchell accumulated 11 as-
sists, six kills and three aces; Alison Zehner came up with 
16 digs and six kills; and Samantha Howard served up a 
team-leading six aces.
• CULVER COMMUNITY 25-16-25-25,
  BOONE GROVE 12-25-18-17
At Winamac (Class 2A Sectional 34)
Culver stats
Aces: Samantha Howard 6, Aspen Kitchell 3
Kills: Patrice McBee 29, Alison Zehner 6, Kitchell 6.
Assists: Kitchell 11, Kalee Miller 7.
Digs: Zehner 16, Cheantae Stiles 8.

Scoreboard

PHOTO/ALAN HALL
Culver Girls Academy’s Waverly Neer runs at the CGA 
Cross Country Regional Saturday, Oct. 17. Neer set 
a new meet record at the New Prairie Semistate last 
Saturday.

By James Costello
Sports Editor

 As predicted, the teams with the better 
serve receive game won, and as antici-
pated, No. 7 Mishawaka Marian won its 
fourth straight sectional title while Plym-
outh and Culver Girls Academy bowed out 
in the semi-final round of play Saturday at 
the Class 3A Volleyball Sectional.

ST. JOSEPH’S 3, CGA 0 
(25-18, 25-19, 25-15)
As in the Plymouth decision, CGA 

struggled with its serve receive, particu-
larly after Andrea Lin was sidelined with 
an ankle injury early in the third game, and 
the Eagles lost 25-18, 25-19, 25-15 to the 
Indians.

“We had trouble with serve receive, I 
think that’s our downfall,” said CGA head 
coach Lori Elliott. “We’ve worked all 
week at hitting the holes, and I think we 
did a good job executing what we wanted 
to do but serve receive is the difference and 
serving more aggressive.”

“We knew CGA was going to play us 
tough,” said St. Joe coach Mary Kay 

O’Connell. “It wasn’t our best effort, but 
we survived and advanced.

Culver was led by Abby Jeffirs and Katie 
Bjornson’s five and four kills, respectively, 
as well as Bjornson’s three blocks and Jef-
firs’ 15 digs.

The Eagles closed out their season at 16-
9 with the loss.

The Indians went on to fall in four games 
to Marian in the championship Saturday 
night.
• CLASS 3A PLYMOUTH 
  VOLLEYBALL SECTIONAL
At Plymouth
ST. JOSEPH’S 3, 
CULVER GIRLS ACADEMY 0 (25-18, 25-19, 25-15)
CGA stats
Kills: Abby Jeffirs 5, Katie Bjornson 4
Blocks: Bjornson 3, Emily Rich 2
Assists: Emily Gilland 14
Digs: Abby Jeffirs 15, Andrea Lin 7
Record: 16-9 (final)
St Joe stats
Kills: Katie Hecklinski 12, Morgan Bueter 10, Meredith 
Mersits 10
Assists: Melissa Macellari 36
Aces: Bueter 4, Mersits 3
Digs: Hecklinski 19, Michelle Potter 13
Record: 22-11

CGA downed by St. Joseph’s

Culver Girls Academy’s Emily Gilland goes on the attack while teammates Emily Rich, 
center, and Kathryn Bjornson, right, look on in the Lady Eagles’ semifinal against South 
Bend St. Joseph’s.
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Former members interested in participating in any way, 
should contact either: Andrea Mallory ar 574-784-2479, 
Dan Adams at 574-842-3478, or Vickie Dearth at 574-
842-2978.

The actual performances will be in April. There will be 
a few rehearsals prior to the performances. 

Girl Scouts meet
Culver’s Girl Scout Junior troop #30472 and Cadette 

troop #30474 will meet at the Culver Public Library the 
first and third Mondays each month starting in Novem-
ber. In November, they will collect clothing and donations 
for the Goodwill “Bag-It-Up” campaign. A drop off loca-
tion for Goodwill donations will be announced in coming 
weeks. 

Holiday bazaar Nov. 6
The 11th annual “By the Lake” holiday bazaar will 

take place at the Culver depot-train station on Lake Shore 
Drive Saturday, Nov. 6, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Questions 
may be directed to Lois Curtis (574-842-2308) or Connie 
Overmyer (574-842-2446). 

Bible study to be held at Trinity
A Bible study on the Holy Gospel according to St. John 

will be offered Thursday evenings, 7 p.m., at Trinity Lu-
theran Church, 430 Acade-
my Road, Culver.  The Rev. 
K.C. Dehning will lead the 
study, which will uncover 
one chapter each week for 
the participants.  This Bible 
study is open to the public.  
Trinity Lutheran Church 
is a member congregation 
of The Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod.

Lions citrus 
fruit sales

The Culver Lions Club’s 
citrus fruit sales have be-
gun, and prices are the same 
as last year. The pick up date 
for the fruit is Dec. 4. Avail-
able are navel oranges, juice 
oranges, grapefruit, and tan-
gelos. Prices are $9 for 10 
pounds, $16 for 20 pounds, 
and $24 for 40 pounds. To 
order, contact a member of 
the Culver Lions.

Exhibit examines
state cartoonists

The many creations of 
Hoosier cartoonists are 
highlighted in the Indiana 
Historical Society’s trav-
eling exhibition, Indiana 
Cartoons and Cartoonists, 
through Dec. 8 at The Cen-
ter for Culver History, the 
Antiquarian and Historical 

Society of Culver’s research center and museum, 107 N. 
Main St. (lower level of Culver-Union Twp. Public Li-
brary).

Drawn from the collections of the Indiana Historical So-
ciety, Indiana State Library, and other institutions through-
out the state, the exhibition examines the life and work of 
such Indiana cartoonists as “the dean of America’s editori-
al cartoonists,” Evansville’s Karl Kae Knecht; Abe Martin 
creator Frank McKinney “Kin” Hubbard; and Muncie’s 
Jim Davis, responsible for bringing Garfield to life.

Blood drive in Culver Nov. 14
While some people believe personality is driven by blood 

type, one truth holds: when you donate blood through the 

American Red Cross, you become the giving type. Area 
drives hoping to fulfill the demand for a variety of blood 
types include: Sunday, Nov. 14, from 1:30 to 5 p.m. at Cul-
ver Academies in the Fleet Gymnasium, located at 1300 
Academy Road in Culver. To schedule an appointment to 
donate call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
redcrossblood.org for more information. Individuals who 
are 17 years of age (16 with parental permission in some 
states), meet weight and height requirements (110 pounds 
or more, depending on their height) and are in generally 
good health may be eligible to donate blood. Bring your 
Red Cross blood donor card or other form of positive ID 
when donating.

In brief, cont. from front
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A Culver historic landmark?
Culver’s own Verl “The Barber” Shaffer (top right) was called upon to spruce up this impor-
tant artifact from Culver’s past, a WPA outhouse, circa 1937. Dr. James U. Guthrie (better 
known locally as “Doc Guthrie” and shown at below right with wife Betsy), who shares 
the building’s West Shore Drive property, says the structure was constructed by the WPA 
(Works Progress Administration) in 1937, the same time the WPA built the Culver Beach 
Lodge, in the Town Park. 
“According to my parents, Earl F. Guthrie & Helen Uhi Guthrie,” he says, “the WPA, need-
ing employment, went around Lake Maxinkuckee offering to build outhouses on anybody’s 
property that wanted them. This building was nicknamed -- in seriousness or jest – ‘the 
Roosevelt Toilet.’ My Dad had an indoor water closet under the stairs, but almost yearly 
roots in the clay tiles would cause an obstruction that would have to be dug up to find the 
offending root. So the outdoor privy was in use fairly often.”
Guthrie adds that to his knowledge this edifice is the only remaining one of its kind on the 
lake. 

“We will have applied to 
the registry of historic land-
marks,” he adds, “and per-
haps they will give us a 
grant to restore this remain-
ing outhouse to its once 
proud state.”
Guthrie asked Shaffer to 
restore the “noble building” 
with a fresh coat of paint 
(adding his wife, Betsy, 
“thinks that I am crazy”), 
noting he added the “graf-
fiti of its day” to the build-
ing (“JUG+ BMG”) to the 
outhouse circa 1970, and 
asked Shaffer to “sign your 
famous signature, ‘Verl the 
Barber’ on it for us.” Verl 
was only too happy to com-
ply. 
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Saturday, Oct. 30
Quilting group, 9 a.m., 

Culver Public Library
Community meal, 6 

p.m., St. Mary of the Lake 
Catholic Church
Sunday, Oct. 31

Trick-or-Treating at Mil-
ler’s Merry Manor, Culver, 
4 p.m.

Trick-or-Treating, 5 to 7 
p.m., Culver and Monterey
Monday, Nov. 1

Computer class, 6 p.m., 
Culver Public Library

Friends of the Library 
mtg., 1 p.m., Culver Public 
Library
Tuesday, Nov. 2
 Story time, 10 a.m., 
Culver Public Library

OA, AA meeting (open), 
6:30 p.m., Culver Public 
Library

Culver Chamber of 
Commerce  mtg., 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 3
 Genealogy mtg., 10 a.m.,  
Culver Public Library
 A Novel Approach book/
movie discussion, noon, 
Culver Public Library
 TOPS mtg., 5:30 p.m., 
Grace church
 Culver Parks and 
Recreation board mtg., 7 
p.m., Town hall

Calendar
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