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Kiwanis Charity Golf 
Scramble July 15

Culver’s Kiwanis Club 
will hold its 14th annual 
Charity Golf Scramble Fri-
day, July 15, at Mystic Hills 
Golf Course (SR 117 and 
20 B Road in Culver). Reg-
istration check-in is from 8 
to 9:30 a.m., and shotgun 
start is 9:30 a.m. Team reg-
istration due by July 13.

There will be an awards 
reception and lunch in the 
clubhouse immediately 
following play. Men and 
women are invited to par-
ticipate in this scramble. 
Cost is $260 if entering a 
foursome (payable to Cul-
ver Kiwanis Golf Outing). 
Teams will be formed for 
players wishing to par-
ticipate but unable to fill a 
foursome. Individual entry 
is $65 per golfer. Contact 
Julie Bess 865-603-2241 
(mobile), or 574-842-8646 
(home) for more informa-
tion.

B.I.R.D. returns July 
9

B.I.R.D. (Build ing, In-
spiring, Recreating, and 
Discovering), the joint 
community service group 
of Culver Community and 
Culver Academies stu-
dents, will once again of-
fer community service to 
the people of Culver this 
summer. Those who would 
like B.I.R.D. to help with a 
clean-up, painting, or other 
project on the group’s July 
9 workday may pick up an 
application at the Culver-
Union Twp. Public Library. 
The deadline to apply is 
July 6. Volunteers are still 
needed. Those with ques-
tions or wishing to volun-
teer may contact Kevin Van 
Horn at 574-952-1237.
Vonnegut friend, 
author will speak 
Saturday

Majie Failey, author of, 
“We Nev er Danced Cheek 
to Cheek: The Young Kurt 
Vonnegut in Indianapolis 
and Beyond,” will speak at 
the annual meeting of the 
Antiquarian and Historical 
Society of Culver on Sat-
urday, July 2, starting at 10 
a.m. at the historic Bram-
feld cottage at 1257 East 
Shore Drive. She will speak 
about the book and Von-
negut’s Maxinkuckee and 
Hoosier roots. 

The event, which kicks 
off the 20th summer for the 
Antiqurian and Historical 
Society, is free and open 
to the public, and refresh-
ments will be served. Fai-
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55 years of old-fashioned fun
ABOVE: A view “through the windshield” of Culver’s Original Root Beer Stand, which celebrates 55 years in operation here this summer. ABOVE, CENTER: Carl and 
Myrna Jo Eby in front of their A&W root beer stand in its original incarnation, as trucked to Culver from Plymouth in 1956 by Casey Jones. LOWER RIGHT: The origi-
nal building in a photo  from the 1960s.  UPPER LEFT: The Original Root Beer Stand, as it is now known, as it appears today. SEE STORY BELOW.
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

There are few entities so quintisentially "Culver" -- and so cherished by generations 
-- as that small root beer stand near the beach, known since 2003 as The Original Root 
Beer Stand. 

This summer marks the 55th anniversary of the business operating in Culver, at 824 
Lake Shore Drive. Prior to that, then-owner Donald "Casey" Jones had operated it in 
Plymouth, but moved the building, foundation, and equipment by truck from Plymouth 
to Culver! At the time, it was an A&W root beer stand, as it would stay for some time. 

Shortly after the 1956 move, according to a May, 1962 Culver Citizen article, Jones 
sold the business to Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Lewis of LaPorte, who ran it until 1959, when 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Eby bought it. Their son Jan actually remembers his parents buying 
it in 1957, and his mother working there right up to Jan's birth in 1958. In fact, Jan says 
the Lewis' never actually ran the restaurant, but simply owned it briefly before the elder 
Ebys. 

Jan and his brother were both born in the heart of the restaurant's busiest period: July 
4, 1957, and July 4, 1958, respectively. Their mother was back to work, says Jan Eby, on 
July 5th!

A tradition established under the Ebys has continued to this day: opening up the Friday 
before spring break, which gave the owners time to train the new student workers (the 
final weekend each year remains Labor Day weekend as well).

And student workers -- typically high school age, and always female, except a few ex-
perimental exceptions in the form of boys who "just seemed to distract the girls" -- have 
also made up the traditional base of employees at the place, says Eby, who started work-
ing there himself at age 11 (his brother was 12) washing mugs and handling other duties 
an hour at a time between trips to the beach. 

"I started working there at that time and I never stopped working there," he recalls. 
"My mom and dad owned two other drive-ins, in Argos and Walkerton. Dad ran those, 
and mom ran Culver. Once I went to college, I managed it for them and my mom ran it 
half the time and I did it half the time, from 1976 to 1980. My whole life from the time I 
was 11 years old had been there, every summer."

The original (much smaller) building which had moved here from Plymouth, says Eby, 
was torn down and replaced with the present structure in 1964, though the carport still in 
use today came with the 1950s stand. The newer structure has a basement, unlike its pre-
decessor, and one-third of that space was often the Eby children's living quarters, bunk 
beds and all, during open season. The family lived in Argos at the time and in summer-
time, Eby says his parents sometimes also rented one of the tiny fishing cabins across the 
alley to the west (a few still remain today), and put the children to bed there for the night.

"It wasn't a bad childhood," he muses. "It was really nice. There were a lot of kids in 
the neighborhood; it's different than now, when everybody stays indoors playing video 
games."

The senior Ebys owned the business through the summer of 1982, after which they sold 
it to Jan and his wife Sandy. Soon thereafter, in 1984, the restaurant ended nearly 30 years 
as a part of the A&W root beer franchise, when that company shifted its format and began 
requiring salad bars in its restaurants, and moving into malls. 

"We decided to drop (the A&W name)," recalls Jan Eby, "and we went independent. It 
didn't hurt us a bit. Business increased every year from 1982 to 2003."

Interestingly, though the Culver stand dropped the A&W name and logo, it was actu-
ally allowed to keep the old A&W root beer recipe, since the A&W See Stand page 6

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

While many in Culver may have noticed extensive re-
modeling to the façade of the new 115 Grill on east Jef-
ferson Street downtown, there’s been a not-so-noticeable 
change in the business and its sister restaurant, the nearby 
Yacht Club, which recently opened on the second floor of 
the Culver Cove resort. 

According to John Zehner, developer of both projects 
over the past several months, the Yacht Club will depart 
from the Cove and join its operation with 115 Grill (which 
is located, appropriately enough, at 115 East Jefferson 
Street), with both entities combining under the Yacht Club 
banner. 

“We really enjoy the owners at the Cove and are sad to 
move the restaurant,” says Zehner. “However, we were 
having problems with the facility layout, multiple stairs 
and air conditioning as we became more and more busy. 
The place was designed for banquets more so than a res-
taurant. We will still do the banquets at the Cove and utilize 
the restaurant area for special events, but decided to move 
the Yacht Club into our newly remodeled (115 Grill).”

Zehner says the decision “became easy” as the remodel 
took shape.

“Larry Surrisi (one of the chefs) did an outstanding job 
of designing the facility at 115 E. Jefferson,” Zehner ex-
plains. “The kitchen, general floor plan, bar and outside 
dining make us very excited to bring over Larry's menu 
with a few more items that our customers love. 

“We will have a wide price range with several fish 
choices, great steaks and unique sandwiches,” he contin-
ues. “We will be open for lunch at least in the summer and 
are considering breakfast. Chef Greg (Ogle) and our staff 
will be able to focus full time on our new location and ban-
quets. We feel (it’s) a great move to have the Yacht Club at 
this new location.”

Zehner added his thanks to Sur- See Club page 2

Yacht Club exits Cove, 
combines with 115 Grill

citizen photo/jeff kenney
Work is progressing on the facade of the newly-renamed Yacht 
Club on East Jefferson Street.

Staff Report
An at-times heated dis-

cussion over digitization of 
the Culver Citizen newspa-
per occupied a good deal 
of the Culver-Union Town-
ship Public Library board’s 
June 21 meeting. 

The board, at its April 
meeting, had voted to ap-
prove a proposed agreement 
between the library and the 
Antiquarian and Historical 
Society of Culver allowing 
the Society to temporarily 
remove -- one volume at a 
time -- older issues of the 
Culver Citizen newspaper, 
which the library owns in 
bound books dating to the 

early 20th century, for digi-
tal scanning onto computer. 

At the time, Antiquar-
ian member and current 
Citizen editor Jeff Kenney 
pointed out he had previ-
ously tried to digitize the 
library’s microfilm copies 
of the paper, but the quality 
of the microfilm was poor 
enough to make digital 
reading of the text impos-
sible in many cases. Scan-
ning the library’s paper 
copies, said Kenney, would 
allow a computer to “read” 
the text of the papers and 
make it possible for mem-
bers of the public to search 

for any word or phrase in 
the newspaper collection 
and find it. The scanned 
newspapers would be made 
available digitally both in 
the library building and on 
the Society’s website, and 
serve what he said was an 
invaluable need for the 
community as a whole, as 
well as researchers outside 
Culver. 

At the June meeting, 
library Director Colleen 
McCarty, representing the 
library’s policy committee, 
proposed a policy which 
would limit access to the 
papers to microfilm-only 

and preclude public access 
to the paper copies of the 
Citizen, which would in-
stead be placed in acid-free 
boxes for their protection. 

Board member Carol Saft 
expressed concern that the 
proposed policy would ef-
fectively nullify the previ-
ously-approved board deci-
sion from April. 

McCarty said that, fol-
lowing the April meet-
ing, she ran the proposed 
agreement past the library’s 
attorney and he recom-
mended against it, as he 
was uncomfortable with 
removal of the newspapers 

from the library building.
Kenney said removal of 

the newspapers from the 
building was not a legal is-
sue but instead represented 
a standard practice for 
many public libraries and 
museums undertaking digi-
tization projects. He had 
presented the board with a 
lengthy document demon-
strating such institutions 
often send rare histori-
cal documents out of their 
buildings for digitization, 
usually either to private 
companies or local histori-
cal societies. 

See Library page 2

Digitization of vintage Culver Citizens stirs debate at library board mtg

Root beer stand, 
a Culver legend, turns 55 



He said he had spoken to a representative of the Indiana 
State Library who affirmed this, and he also noted he had 
researched standard cost of professional digitization of the 
papers, which would run between $18,000 and $30,000 
for the entire run of Culver newspapers. 

The Antiquarian Society, Kenney added, is willing to 
digitize the papers for free, but found it difficult to make 
technologically savvy Society members available at the li-
brary itself on a regular basis to facilitate volunteer digiti-
zation. Hence, he said, the only viable way to facilitate the 
project is to carefully remove the papers, digitize them, 
and return them.

Audience member Ginny Munroe explained she and 
her mother, library board member Joan Bess, have been 
utilizing historical publications of the Culver Academies 
archived online -- a project which Kenney has overseen 
over the past four years -- frequently in researching a book 
they’re writing about the history of Culver Girls Academy.

“Most of the paper from the 1920s to the 1940s is self-
destructing,” said Munroe. “What is digitized, the con-
tents are still there.”

Library financial manager Jim Faulkner said he would 
be willing to assist in digitization, but was uncomfortable 
with removal of the papers from the building, especially to 
an Antiquarian member’s private residence.

Discussion ensued about the fragility and self-destruc-
tive nature of the newspapers. 

Kenney pointed out placing the newspapers in acid-
free boxes would be of little value, since the paper itself 
is highly acidic and is causing the newspapers to self-de-
struct. He noted most libraries and museums -- including 
the State Library and Marshall County Historical Museum 
-- have long since disposed of paper copies, in favor of 

microfilm, as care of paper copies can be expensive and 
time-consuming. He also said a flood or other disaster af-
flicting the library could simultaneously destroy the entire 
set of bound volumes and make digitization impossible. 

Board member Melanie Robertson said McCarty had 
shown her bound volumes of the newspapers, which made 
her realize the library has the only existing copies of many 
of the papers. Board member Peg Schuldt said the presen-
tation in April had “blindsided” the board, whose members 
have now had time to think over the details of the matter. 

Kenney suggested the policy proposed by McCarty 
would prevent any digitization of the papers by anyone, 
even in the library building and would prevent utilizing 
the only copies usable for digitization and thus searchabil-
ity. He suggested another site, such as Culver Academies, 
could be utilized for the digitization, rather than a private 
residence. He also suggested the library consider donating 
the books to the Society, as the library still owns and can 
utilize its microfilm set of the papers (duplicate sets exist 
at the State Library and county museum as well).

Many board members said they wished to proceed with 
caution, though they recognized the value of digitiza-
tion. Member Joyce Greason suggested a policy should 
be hammered out by the board as to what is prudent in 
undertaking the project. 

Board President Jim Hahn suggested a board committee 
be formed to examine the matter. 

“I’m not suggesting we put this off ten, five, three, or 
even two years,” he said of the digitization project. “We 
should get it done; we should digitize. I understand the 
Antiquarian Society has done nothing but a lot of good for 
this community, but we still need, as a board, to do some-
thing our Director is comfortable with.”

Members Melanie Robertson, Joan Bess, and Carol Saft 
volunteered for the committee, with Bess querying each 
board member if they were, in fact, unanimous in agree-
ing the Culver Citizen papers need to be digitized, which 
they were. 

Kenney requested the committee consider relying heav-
ily on museum and archival experts for guidance on the 
matter, as qualified voices. 

In other discussion, board member Alfred Nyby dis-
cussed state laws on firearms, which prevent the library 
from preventing anyone from entering the building car-
rying a firearm, so long as they’re authorized to do so, 

with the exception of entering public meetings with it. 
The library can ask licensed gun-carrying staff members 
to leave their guns at home while on duty, however. He 
suggested the board’s policy committee might want to ex-
amine the matter.

Nyby pointed out another matter discussed at a recent 
conference: the newly-enhanced burden placed on the 
library and other entities, to verify employment eligibil-
ity of employees and contractors working at the site, as a 
means of addressing illegal immigration. 

He also discussed the need for upcoming repairs to the 
library building, whose last major renovation will soon be 
10 years past. Work ranging from windows to brickwork, 
steel posts to the book drop, will likely be costly but must 
soon be addressed, he noted.

McCarty, noting some 125 children had registered for 
the library’s summer reading program, said children’s as-
sistant Ali Gaskill had requested a budget for children’s 
programming next year. The current budget for such pro-
grams is zero, said McCarty, who expressed thanks for the 
Friends of the Library organization, which helps out in 
funding such programs. 

Director’s report, McCarty praised the library staff for 
finishing its inventory in two days without having to close 
the building. She also noted part-time cataloger and circu-
lation desk staff member Barb Maeves has moved away 
and will be “sorely missed.”

The Director shared an email from Culver Commu-
nity High School Principal Albert Hanselman expressing 
gratefulness for the library and school working together 
“for the kids of the community.” In particular, McCarty 
described a teen reading program undertaken by Gaskill 
at the school. 

The technical services staff -- which oversees cataloging 
and processing of materials -- will move downstairs to the 
current staff lounge, said McCarty, where partitions are 
being purchased to create “walls” to house their work. She 
said “there is no room” on the upper floor of the library 
for the work, which has increased due largely to the flow 
of materials in and out of the building via Evergreen, the 
statewide materials-sharing consortium Culver’s library 
joined some months ago. 
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Club from page 1
risi, who he notes is busy with his relatively recent role as 
head chef at Culver Academies Dining Hall. 

“He still finds time to assist us,” adds Zehner. “He is an 
amazing talent.”

Information regarding the restaurant’s menu, hours, and 
more is available online at culveryachtclub.com 

Library from page 1



Louise Herber Zetty
July 19, 1921-June 24, 2010

NEW BRAUNFELS, Texas 
— Louise Herber Zetty, 88, died 
in New Braunfels, Texas, June 24, 
2010. Louise was born in Guymon, 
Okla., July 19, 1921, and she at-
tended the School of Music at In-
diana University where she earned 
both a bachelor and master of mu-
sic.

After her graduation from IU, 
Louise married Claude Zetty, and they moved to Culver, 
where Claude served as the choir director at Culver Mili-
tary Academy, and where their three children were born. 
Louise taught private voice lessons and frequently per-
formed at the Academy and in the surrounding area.

In 1961, Claude took a teaching position as the choral 
director at Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas. In ad-
dition to performing and touring internationally with the 
Trinity Choir, Louise also performed as a soloist with the 
San Antonio Symphony and in a variety of community 
churches. In the late 1970s, Louise moved to Amarillo, 
Texas — and then, in 1993, Louise moved to New Braun-
fels, Texas, to be closer to members of her immediate fam-
ily.

Louise is survived by her sister, Helen Glaze Liebengood; 
her three daughters, Metta, 
Erika and Heidi Zetty; her 
two grandchildren, Nisha 
Udaya and Nathan Mack-
enzie Brown; her great-
grandson, Bradford Maul-
den; her niece, Tommye 
Lou Glaze Beavers, and 
her nephew, Robert Wes-
ley Glaze.

More information, pho-
tographs of Louise and re-
cordings of several of her 
vocal performances are 
available online: www.
kimble-zetty.com/louise 

Community3

To share a meal at REAL Meals, call Ruth Walker at the nutrition site (the 
Culver beach lodge) before 11 a.m. the day before for reservations, at 574-
842-8878. A donation is suggested for each meal.

Thurs., June 30: Biscuits and sausage gravy, scrambled 
eggs, cubed breakfast potatoes, orange or orange juice, and 
milk..

Fri., July 1: Chicken and gnocchi entrée, garlic bread, 
carrot slaw, hot cinnamon apples, holiday sugar cookie, 
and milk.

Mon., July 4: BBQ chicken breast, broccoli salad, corn, 
honey wheat bread and margarine, pudding, and milk.

Tues., July 5: Chopped steak and gravy, vegetable blend, 
mashed potatoes, deli rye bread and margarine, apple juice, 
and milk.

Weds., July 6: Vegetable lasagna, salad and Italian dress-
ing, bread stick, peas, fruit salad, and milk.

Thurs., July 7: Pepper steak, stewed tomatoes, scalloped 
potatoes, potato dinner roll, cobbler, and milk.

Fri., July 8: Macaroni and cheese, ham, peas, cauliflow-
er, wheat bread and margarine, fruit, and milk.
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David F. Norris
July 7, 1917-June 19, 2011

ARGOS — David F. Norris, 91, of 
Argos passed away June 19, 2011.

David was born to Everett and Eva 
(Hinshaw) Norris in Culver July 7, 
1917. He was married to Marjorie 
Miller in 1939. She preceded him in 
death in December 1984. He later 
married Lida Thompson and she sur-
vives.

David served in the US Navy. He 
was stationed in New Caledonia in the 

South Pacific Theater during World War II. He retired from 
the State Board of Accounts in 1984.

David is survived by his wife, Lida; daughter, Barbara 
(Don) Johnson of Millersburg and their children, Amy, 
Connie, Cathy, and families; daughter-in-law Patty of 
Wheatfield, and children Matthew and Laura and families. 
He was preceded in death by his parents and son, Tom.

A graveside service will be held at the New Oak Hill 
Cemetery in Plymouth Tuesday, June 21, 2011 at 3 p.m. 
Interment will follow.

Condolences may be sent to the family via the obituary 
page at www.odomfuneralhome.com.

The Odom Funeral Home, Culver, is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Obituary
Scarberry

Melitta Scarberry
June 17, 2011

DONALDSON -- Melitta Anna Chandonia-Scarberry, 
70, died of natural causes at her residence, Union Road, 
Donaldson, at 9 a.m. Friday, June 17, 2011.

She is survived by daughter, Heidi (Mike) Reece of Cul-
ver; sons, Fredrich Chandonia of Donaldson, and David 
Scarberry of Plymouth; three stepchildren, Loretta (Art) 
Cook of Koontz Lake, Derrick (Brandi) Scarberry of 
Plymouth, and Jeffrey (Patty) Scarberry of South Bend; 30 
grandchildren; 33 great-grandchildren; and sister, Hilde-
gard (Mac) McDonald of Warland, Wyo.

Arrangements are being handled by the Johnson-Daniel-
son Funeral Home, 1100 N. Michigan St., Plymouth.

Graveside services will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
June 23 in Bremen Cemetery.

Death notices

ANDERSON -- Amanda Hope Schumerth of Culver 
graduated from Anderson University Saturday, May 7.

Approximately 562 undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents received degrees during the graduation ceremony. 
Anderson University's commencement was conducted 
in the Kardatzke Wellness Center and was preceded by a 
baccalaureate service in Reardon Auditorium. Commence-
ment speaker Steven Curtis Chapman, Christian singer, 
songwriter, record producer, actor, and author addressed 
the graduating class.

Schumerth graduates

Hurford
Margaret A. Hurford

June 21, 2011
MONTEREY  -- Margaret A. Hurford, 50, of Monterey 

died June 21, 2011 at 3:47 p.m. at Pulaski Memorial Hos-
pital, Winamac.

She is survived by her husband, Michael R. Hurford 
of Monterey; parents, William and Lena Shideler Zehner 
of Monterey; daughters, Marla M. Hurford, Melinda A. 
Hurford, and Miranda E. Hurford, all of Monterey; sons, 
Michael E. Hurford, Matthew W. Hurford, and Mark J. 
Hurford, all of Monterey; two granddaughters; brothers, 
Joe (Sandy) Zehner of Plymouth, Bill Zehner of Monterey, 
Matthew (Carol) Zehner of Monterey, and Mark (Jannie) 
Zehner of Culver; sisters, Amy (Don) Housinger of Wi-
namac, Loretta (John) Deason of Plymouth, and Marcella 
(Chad) Hopple of Plymouth.

Funeral mass was held at St. Mary's of the Lake Cath-
olic Church, Culver, Monday, June 27 at 10 a.m. Burial 
took place at St. Anne's Cemetery, Monterey.

Visitation was from 2 to 7 p.m. Sunday, June 26 at Frain 
Mortuary.

The rosary was recited at 7 p.m. Sunday in the funeral 
home.

Memorial contributions may be given to St. Mary's of 
the Lake Catholic Church, Culver.

Online condolences may be offered in the guestbook at 
www.frainmortuary.com.

Rebbecca Ann Pugh of Argos and Travis Jay Pugh of 
Rochester were united in marriage May 7, 2011 at 4:30 
p.m. at Plymouth Wesleyan Church.

Pastor Paul Hancy performed the ceremony. Karen Heim 
of Culver provided the music.

The bride, daughter of Dan and Jane Miller of Plymouth, 
is a nurse with Dr. Christopher Ricketts, MD at Argos 
Medical Center.

The groom, son of Jane Chaney and the late John Chaney, 
is a heavy equipment operater with local union 150.

The maid of honor was Jennifer Ann Mackey of Argos. 
Bridesmaids were McKenna Burkholder, daughter of the 
bride; Victoria Pugh, daughter of the groom; and Syndey 
Pugh, daughter of the groom, all of Argos. Flower girl was 
Kendra Burkholder, daughter of the bride of Argos.

Best man was Kent Easterday of Rochester. Groomsmen 
were Kole Burkholder, son of the bride, and Jayce Pugh, 
son of the groom, both of Argos.

The reception was held at Mason Lodge in Rochester. 
Hostess was Bobbie Replogle of Plymouth.

The couple spent time with family at home and will be 
planning a trip this summer to Key West, Fla

Wedding - Pugh

Obituary

A memorial service will be held July 8 for Mary Ann 
(Galloway) Howard, wife of well-known Culver summer 
resident Bill Howard, July 8. The service will take place at 
Union United Methodist Church, located on 191st Street 
(Old State Road #32) and 19090 Deshane Ave. East of 
Noblesville at 2 p.m. 

As reported in the January 27 edition of the Citizen, 
Howard was born in Noblesville, Indiana on August 23, 
1931 and passed away January 10, 2011. 

She had earned her nursing degree from Ball State Uni-
versity in 1952 and went on to become a nutritionist and 
author. 

"She was passionate about the Lord," says husband Bill, 
"and was instrumental in bringing the Community Bible 
Study for women to the Prescott area.

"Mary Ann was a wife, mother, mentor and friend," he 
adds. "Never was there a more generous and loving soul. 
She touched many people’s lives with her warmth, com-
passion, concern and empathy." 

Bill and Mary Ann were married for 58 years, and also 
surviving are her daughter Juli Howard, her son Matt 
Howard, daughter-in-law Lissa Howard and two grand-
daughters Amber and Caleigh Howard. Mary Ann is also 
survived by her brother Joe and his wife Mary, her brother 
Jim and his wife Dee and numerous nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers the family requests that donations be 
made to the following organizations in Mary Ann’s mem-
ory: www.mannarelief.org (oversees food assistance for 
underprivileged children) or Dyslexia Solutions (contact 
Lissa Howard at 928-443-0865 for more information).

Memorial service July 8 
for Howard



Last weekend was a busy one in Culver, and I’d like 
to wish our community’s last Pearl Harbor survivor (and 
longtime bowling alley owner/proprieter) Jim Dewitt a 
happy 90th birthday. Many came out Saturday to wish him 
well, and we’ll have a photo or two next issue. The same 
day, Culver High School’s class of 1961 reunited at the 

for their 50th 
class reunion. 
I was fortunate 
enough to be 
around for some 
of that reunion, 
and hearing 
the stories and 
reminiscences 
was great fun. 
Again, next is-

sue we’ll have some photos and details for you.
This week’s cover story is one of several I’ve had in 

mind to write since I became editor of this paper (going on 
four years ago now!). 

Those with memories of 
the root beer stand in Culver 
cherish those memories, and 
it’s one of the very few in-
stitutions here which serves 
as a veritable time machine 
for many of us -- including 
residents and visitors back 
to the 1950s. 

When my wife and I take 
our children to that window 
on the south side of the 
building to order, or pull 
up in our car on the north 
side, it’s as if every detail 
-- right down to the smells 
and tastes, of course -- re-
mains unchanged since my 
childhood, when a trip to 

the A&W was such a treat. I think many of us are grateful 
to the Ebys and now Mark Damore, for keeping it so much 
as it was. 

Lastly, on a sadder note, many who knew her were 
shocked last week to learn of the sudden, unexpected 
passing of Margaret Hurford, a Monterey resident who 
leaves behind three students in the Culver school system, 
and stunned fellow parishioners at St. Mary of the Lake 
Catholic Church in Culver (see page 3).

I taught two of her children in CCD classes at the church, 
and they may not know it, but I’ve kept them in high regard 
as they became young men and athletes over these past 
years. I write of Margaret -- even though I didn’t person-
ally know her all that well -- because, while we (rightly) 
celebrate the lives of well-known, accomplished persons, 
she carried on with great, steady faith and devotion to her 
family, quietly and without fanfare, and I always held her 
in high esteem as a mother and a human being. One of the 
small contributions a little, local paper like this can make, 
is to recognize those who will never be lauded by the 
world outside, but deserve our praise and remembrance.

Last week’s Mystery Citizen seemed to stump many readers, though Cathy Keller and 
Nicky Dilts proved the exception and correctly identified Culver Town Council member 
Ralph Winters (who’s also held a number of roles locally, including assisting Santa Claus 

here for several years). Perhaps the addition of glasses and a 
beard to our photo would have helped other readers. Congratu-
lations to Cathy and Nicky for their free parking prize in down-
town (or uptown!) Culver this summer. 

The Mystery Citizen this time 
around is no stranger to Culver over 
the course of many years, and  gen-
erations hailing from far outside of 
town may recognize him as well. 

 Guesses may be emailed to citi-
zen@culcom.net, dropped off in 
one of our drop boxes (located at 

the Culver Public Library 
and Culver Coffee Com-
pany), or call the editor at 
574-216-0075.

Name that Culver ‘citizen’

ABOVE: Last 
week’s Mystery Citizen, Ralph 
Winters, then and now. LEFT: 
this week’s mystery citizen.
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Was America founded as a Christian nation?
This month, most of us will find some way to acknowl-

edge our nation’s heritage – parades, fireworks, and taking 
a day off from work amongst other things, and perhaps 
momentarily reflecting on the founding principles of the 
United States of America. As a part of the reflection, we 
might hear or use the phrase “Christian nation” to describe 
our country, and indeed that concept has drawn the atten-
tion of scholars and writers. 

One recent example (which I 
have not had the chance yet to 
read) is John Fea’s book Was 
America Founded as a Christian 
Nation? A Historical Introduction 
(Wesminster John Knox Press, 
2011).  

In this brief essay, I’ll offer my 
own thoughts on these words re-
garding what can and cannot be 
meant by these words.

There is perhaps one sense in which the phrase is used 
that I believe is completely improper, and that is to assert 
that the  political entity of the United States was founded 
by Christians. While this continent was certainly settled at 
the very first by European Christians seeking freedom to 
worship out from under the scrutiny and confinement of a 
state church, things had changed by the time of the Revo-
lutionary War and Constitutional Convention.  

Many of our most famous founding individuals were not 
Christians, but rather deists (people who believed in God, 
but not necessarily that God was active in the world after 
the act of creation, and did not necessarily accept that Je-
sus Christ is the son of God).  Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams and many others from the founding 
era were formed more by philosophy than by theology.  
Furthermore, the foundational documents they agreed 
upon (the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights) stayed away from specifically Chris-
tian language – nothing mentions Jesus Christ or the Holy 
Spirit, the Trinity or the church.  

What we do have is language that broadly recognizes 
“inalienable rights” given to us by a Creator, and that the 
state shall not establish nor impede the exercise of a reli-
gion.  One might argue that these documents would not 
use even this language were it not for the influence of the 
Christian faith, and that rightly leads to considering what 
could be meant by “Christian nation.”

Even if many of the particular individuals who inspired 

and led our country in its infancy were not Christians by 
doctrine, they only represent a tiny percentage of the whole 
of the population.  What about the rest of the people?  It is 
absolutely true that most of the settlers here from Europe 
were Christians of many different kinds – Catholic, Lu-
theran, Reformed, Methodist, Anglican and others.  

Not only were the people coming here Christian, but 
many attempts were made to share the gospel with the 

Native Americans and the Africans, both 
slaves and free.  Furthermore, a few 
decades before the founding (1730’s – 
1750’s) the First Great Awakening swept 
across the colonies, and a few decades 
afterwards (1800’s – 1840’s), the revivals 
and camp-meetings known as the Second 
Great Awakenings took the Christian faith 
west into the frontier of Kentucky, Ohio, 
Indiana and the like.  

Christianity has thrived here, without having a state-
sponsored church, and has historically influenced a variety 
of massive transformations in society: the end of slavery, 
prohibition and civil rights, and heavily influences peo-
ple’s views of current issues from legalized gambling to 
definitions of marriage.   

But being a Christian nation is not just a truth of history 
regarding who our people have been, for in another sense 
America will always be a “Christian nation” because of 
the basic assumptions built into our national fabric.  Our 
laws protect the inherent freedoms and dignity of the indi-
vidual, and provide boundaries for our choices, an implicit 
recognition that all choices come with consequences – that 
is, some things are right and other things are wrong, and 
the law can punish fairly those actions that are wrong and 
encourage those things that are right.  

That basic framework for distinguishing right from 
wrong is based on the Judeo-Christian writings of the 
Old and New Testaments. Thus, in this ongoing sense, we 
might rightly refer to the United States as a Christian na-
tion; not because our laws are exact copies of the Chris-
tian standards of conduct, but because the Christian ethical 
viewpoint is so deeply ingrained in our understanding of 
basic notions like freedom, justice and fairness.

Regardless of whether or not the phrase has any signifi-
cance to you, I hope that we will all find ourselves again 
grateful and thankful for the privilege of living as free 
people.  

Pastor’s 
Corner

By Pastor Larry Saunders
Wesley United Methodist 

Church

View from 
Main Street

By Jeff Kenney
Editor

The week that was, in Culver...
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ley will sign copies of the book, which will be available 
for purchase at the event.
Lake patrol golf outing July 9

A golf outing to benefit the Lake Maxinkuckee Associa-
tion Lake Patrol will be held Saturday, July 9, at Mystic 
Hills Golf Club. Registration and range balls is at 1 p.m.; 
Florida scramble starts at 2 p.m.; awards and cocktails  at 
6:30 p.m. The event is open to the public. Individuals and 
teams are needed and welcome. Email lakedir@culcom.
net to register and with questions.
Culver museum seeks volunteers

The Center for Culver History in downtown Culver is 
looking for volunteers to welcome visitors  to the muse-
um. Volunteers may work as little as two hours a month 
(more if you want). “This is your history!” Those inter-
ested, please call Chris  at 574-780-6598.
Players show dates this summer

The Maxinkuckee Players, who usually perform at the 
Culver High School Auditorium, will “take the show on 
the road” this summer when they perform “Nunsense: The 
Mega-Musical” for performances in several area com-
munities. These include: 7:30 p.m., Friday, July 22 at the 
Argos High School audito rium. Opening night tick ets are 
$5 and can be pur chased at the door. All other shows are 
for $10 for adults and $5 for children 18 and under. Other 
shows in Ar gos are as follows: July 24, 4 p.m.; July 27, 
7:30 p.m.; July 29, 7:30 p.m.; July 30, 7:30 p.m.; and July 
31, 4 p.m. Showtimes in Bremen are: Aug. 6, 7:30 p.m. 
and Aug. 7, 4 p.m. Showtimes for North Judson are: Aug. 
13, 7:30 p.m. and Aug. 14, 4 p.m. Showtimes for Cul ver 
are: Aug. 20, 7:30 p.m. and Aug. 21, 4 p.m. All shows will 
take place at lo cal time. For questions or group tickets, 
contact Becky Liechty, 574-941-2343.
Culver’s Conley at Summer Sensation 

LaPAZ — Women’s Connection is sponsoring Summer 
Sensation Wednesday, July 13, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. at Oc-
casions Banquet Hall, LaPaz.

Cost is $8.50 all inclusive. Carole Bowgren will speak 
on “Beware of Rose-Colored Glasses,” and Vickie Con-

ley of Culver will show old jewelry and silverware. Please 
RSVP by Friday, July 8 to Edna at 574-936-9341, Marge 
at 574-784-3569, Marilyn at 574-546-3271, or Mary at 
574-842-3224.
Free summer movies at CUTPL

Culver-Union Township Public Library will host free 
summer movies in conjunction with its Adult Summer 
Reading Program “Novel Destinations,” every Thursday 
at 10 a.m. Movies are family-friendly new releases rated 
G, PG and PG-13, and are free and open to all. 
Mandela book, film July 6

Culver Public Library’s book and film group will meet 
Wednesday, July 6 at noon in the library’s large meeting 
room located downstairs at the library. The book discussed 
will be, “Playing the Enemy. Nelson Mandela and the 
Games that Made a Nation” by John Carlin. The film is 
“Invictus” featuring Morgan Freeman as Nelson Mandela. 
Patrons are encouraged to bring their lunch to eat while 
they enjoy the movie and the discussion afterwards. 
Reading group meets Tuesdays
St. Elizabeth Episcopal Church’s Summer Reading Group 
meets Tuesdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 515 State Street 
in Culver. “Introduction to Spirituality,” led by Father 
Tom Haynes and “The Wired Word,” moderated by Judy 
Becker, will be offered. For more information, call and 
leave a message for Karen at 574-806-2260 
EMS seeks volunteers

Culver-Union Township EMS Volunteers, Inc., are look-
ing for men and women willing to help out the community. 
Volunteers are needed to drive the ambulance, and become 
Basic and Advanced EMT’s. CUTEMS is an Advanced 
Organization certified by the Department of Homeland 
Security-EMS Commission. Training is provided in-house 
as well and in the area at different times of the year. Con-
tact the office at 574-842-2773, cutems@culcom.net.
Summer food program

Culver Community Schools’ summer food service pro-
gram is offered free to children (ages 1 through 18), and 

people with disabilities (regardless of age) who partici-
pate in special education programs. All other adults may 
purchase a lunch for $3 and/or a breakfast for $1.50. For 
dates, times, and locations, contact Carin Clifto at 574-
842-3391 ext. 3113.
Comm. garden volunteers needed

Those interested in volunteering to help out in Culver’s 
Community Garden may contact Barbara Quivey at 574-
842-2329 or Connie Richie at 574-542-4810 for work 
times.Your help will be appreciated.
Conservancy Dist. sewer line

The Southwest Lake Maxinkuckee Conservancy Dis-
trict has a new website that will track the construction of 
the sewer system going in from Venetian Village up to the 
southern town limits. Go to www.SWLakeMaxCD.com 
to view timely details. This part of the project should be 
complete by the end of this summer. If you have questions, 
you can contact your area representative by calling 574-
952-2963 Monday thru Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
or email SWLMCD.connect@yahoo.com anytime.
Friends raffling doll house

A hand-built doll-house, completely furnished and 
detailed (and valued around $500, with over 100 hours 
of Friends’ work to complete it) is being raffled by the 
Friends of the Culver Public Library all summer. Tickets 
are $2 each or three for $5. The drawing will be September 
3. For tickets call Charlotte Hahn (574-842-3267), Rita 
Mason (842-2656), Jeanne Spaw (842-4206) or Connie 
Van Horn (842-2038). 
Swim for Kids Sake seeks volunteers

The second annual Swim For Kids’ Sake open water 
swim  will be held August 27. Those interested in becom-
ing a sponsor or volunteering are encouraged to contact 
Mallory Mead, Race Director, at 317-997-6753 or mal-
lory.mead@hotmail.com. The greatest area of need for 
volunteers is for safety and support craft and pilots. For 
more information, and to view results, visit the Swim For 
Kids’ Sake website at swimforkidssake.com.

Briefs from page 1

In last week's (June 23) edition of the Culver Citizen, 
the cover story, "Changes to Maxinkuckee skyline among 
turbine topics at Kiwanis meeting," included items in need 
of clarification. 

Wind turbines in the Culver area -- planned for instal-
lation by Nextera Energy -- were reported as proposed to 
be as near as 3.26 miles from Lake Maxinkuckee. Instead, 
the closest turbine tower would be 1.5 miles from the lake, 
though 3.26 miles from the lakeshore at the Town Park in 
Culver. 

Additionally, the height reported for the towers as 262 
feet did not include the 140-foot blade mounted on each 
tower, bringing the total height to around 402 feet. 

While the article reported a year or two could elapse 
before the project would be far enough along to bring be-
fore Marshall County for approval, instead -- according to 
Mary Wells of Nextera -- the "development timeline (for 
the project) takes anywhere from two to five years."

Wells says Nextera installed its meteorological towers 
in September, 2010.  

"The county permitting timeline, once the design is com-
pleted," she says, "will take a couple months, and there is 
a review of the project by the Indiana Utility Regulatory 
Commission after the county's approvals, which would 
take an additional six months."

Wind turbine clarification The Culver Police Department has announced the results 
of the Annual Click It or Ticket Seatbelt Enforcement.  

In all, Culver officers dedicated 27 hours of extra patrol 
resulting in more than 85 citations and warnings, mainly 
for seatbelts. There were multiple arrests made including 
Driving While Suspended, Possession of Marijuana, and 
outstanding warrants.

According to surveys taken in Culver at two separate lo-
cations, overall there was an average seatbelt usage rate of 
91 percent before the enforcement. After the enforcement 
there were surveys taken at the same locations resulting in 
a 97 percent seatbelt usage rate. 

As always drivers and passengers are encouraged to 
buckle up. Remember if you don’t click it, you will get a 
ticket.

Culver PD Click It or Ticket results

By Tim Creason
Correspondent

Waverly Neer was never known for a tremendous kick 
during her high school athletic career. But she sure picked 
the right time to come up with one.

Neer, a recent Culver Girls Academy graduate, out-
sprinted Kayla Beattie of Woodstock, Ill., in a dramatic 
homestretch drive to win the women’s 3,000-meter run 
Saturday night at the U.S. Outdoor Junior Track and Field 
Championships in Eugene, Oregon.

Her winning time — 9 minutes, 16.23 seconds — is 
equivalent to running two miles in less than 10 minutes. 
Beattie was just a step behind at 9:16.39.

“I’m extremely happy, ecstatic even,” said Neer of her 
first outdoor national championship. “It was a great way to 
top off my high school career. All I was thinking the whole 
race was, ‘I can do this, I can do this.’”

Held in conjunction with the U.S. senior champion-
ships — where Plymouth graduate Morgan Uceny won 
the women’s 1500 earlier in the day — the Outdoor junior 

meet highlights up-and-coming athletes, age 19-and-un-
der, America’s future Olympic hopefuls.

Neer, the Indiana high school state champ in the 1600 
and 3200-meter runs, and Beattie, the Illinois state champ 
in those same events, squared off just a week earlier at 
the New Balance Nationals in North Carolina. In that two-
mile race, Neer finished fourth, and Beattie was one of the 
three girls who beat her.

It wasn’t going to happen again. Neer stuck to Beattie 
like glue throughout Saturday night’s race, and the two 
separated themselves from the rest of the field with two 
laps to go.

A long, back-and-forth grind ensued, with Neer repeat-
edly attempting to take the lead and Beattie repeatedly 
fighting her off.

“Of course, we were both really tired, but I just remem-
bered all the 200s I’ve been doing, and the fast 100 strides, 
and I tried to draw upon that and finish well,” said Neer.

As they came off the final turn, Neer moved outside and 
the pair sprinted down the homestretch, with Neer edging 

ahead — barely — at the end.
“Waverly can close pretty fast, but she hasn’t been a 

kicker,” said Culver Academies coach Mike Chastain. 
“She hasn’t been in a position where she needed to do that 
very often.

“Closing speed isn’t necessarily about leg speed. It’s 
about how strong you are at the end,” added Chastain. 
“Waverly’s speed has improved as she improved her 
strength and power this season.”

Asked about Neer’s comment regarding the 200s and 
100s, Chastain chuckled. “Yeah, we made her do a lot of 
those at the end of hard workouts,” he said.

With her victory, Neer qualified to represent the U.S. at 
the Pan American Junior Championships later this sum-
mer. However, she is passing up the opportunity.

“I won’t be attending the Pan-American’s,” Neer stated. 
“I have a bit of a break, then I will attend Columbia Uni-
versity in the fall.”

Waverly Neer wins national junior championship



chain had opted to go with a 
whole new recipe.

"We made our own root 
beer," says Eby of the pe-
riod before dropping A&W, 
though the practice contin-
ues today. "The ingredients 
weren't coming through an 
A&W supplier. They told us 
what to use. All we had to do 
(when we dropped the A&W 
franchise) was get rid of the 
logo. Nothing else changed. 

"To this day," he adds, 
"nothing's changed of that 
root beer…also, the year we 
dropped the franchise is also 
the year A&W changed their 
whole sandwich menu, so 
we were able to keep the old 
sandwich names, such as the 
burger family -- the Mama 
Burger and Papa Burger. We 

kept that a few years, and then we revamped our whole 
menu."

There were locally-based name changes as well, such as 
the Original Big Guy Burger, which Eby named after his 
friend, longtime Culver High School math teacher John 
Browder. He says Browder rarely came to the restaurant, 
telling Eby, "You don't have a sandwich big enough."

"I said, 'By God we will this year!' So in 1988 or 1989, 
we added that and it’s our most popular sandwich. The 
first one ordered that year was by one of his students -- I 
believe it was Justin Ash or Brian Harris or both -- at that 
time everybody knew it was named for him." 

Not much on the menu changed through the years, says 
Eby, which he says followed the, "if it wasn't broke, don't 
fix it" philosophy. A few things were added here and there 
to spice things up, however, he recalls, such as “Top Ten 
Reasons to Go to Eby's Drive-In” lists, giveaway puppets 
for customers' dashboards, the "19 coney dogs in one sit-
ting" eating record, bicycle giveaways, and the like. 

However, Eby says he and his family, after 22 years of 
owning the stand, tired of "a lot of hours when all your 
buddies are on the lake having fun and you're busting butt 
15 hours a day." 

He and Sandy's own children out of college, they de-

cided it was time to slow down a bit, so they prepared to 
sell the restaurant (Jan would go on to manage the Culver 
Cove for over three years before his present job as tip boss 
at the Blue Chip Casino; Sandy is an X-ray technician at 
the hospital in Plymouth).

Mark Damore, meanwhile, had always had an itch to be 
on the "other side" of his business of selling fresh fruits 
and vegetables to chefs and restaurant purchasing agents 
in Chicago. So, when he found out in 2003 that the root 
beer stand was for sale, he jumped at the chance to buy 
it. Together with business partner Phil Douglas of Illinois 
(and both men's wives), Damore -- who was honored with 
Culver Lions Club's annual Community Service Award in 
2008 for the lengthy list of local endeavors he's supported 
since moving here in 2002 -- purchased the restaurant in 
May, 2003. 

He re-dubbed it The Original Root Beer Stand, noting 
many people in town simply called the business "the root 
beer stand," but adding the twist that incorporated the 
name of one of his other businesses, The Original Chicago 
Produce Company. 

Other than a new paint job, new menu boards and a neon 
sign for "better sign recognition," Damore says he hasn't 
changed the place much (though he's added some of that 
fresh produce he knows so well to the menu, as well as a 
few sandwich and meat additions).

His smartest move, Damore says, was keeping manager 
Heather Overmyer, who's been working there for 25 years. 

"That was key," he says. "That place runs like a fine-
tuned machine. I do the books and my wife does payroll. 
Heather runs the rest of it and makes schedules."

Overmyer says she started work at the root beer stand 
as a freshman in high school, not unusual for employees 
of the business, which currently has a staff of 28, many of 
them part-time. 

"We're one of few that hire people at (age) 14, but they 
can't work past 7 p.m. But in high school, it's one of their 
first jobs, and many still like it, so they go to college and 
find another job, but they pick up more hours here."

One such employee is waitress Jen Snyder, who's on her 
12 year at the restaurant.

"It can be hard work," says Overmyer, who teaches kin-
dergarten at Culver Elementary School the rest of the year, 
"but you get over it. We have a fan (in the restaurant), but 
no air conditioning. It can get up to 110!"

Waitresses usually make extra money as car-hops, she 
notes. 

"There are not many drive-ins around any more, and not 
many still have the tray for your car." 

Overmyer says some of the popularity of the root beer 
stand, in a community like Culver with so many fine din-
ing establishments, is the affordability of the food.

"We're not cheap," she points out, "but it's less expen-
sive than the other restaurants. I buy quality food to sell at 
a reasonable price. And we still have Coney dog Tuesdays 
for $1. It was 50 cents when I started! In 25 years, only 
increasing 50 cents isn't bad, is it?"

That Coney dog recipe, by the way, has also been around 
a while. Overmyer notes it's been handed down through 
generations.

Another large part of the appeal of the stand is nostalgia, 
she explains.

"We get so many people who come in and say, 'It's just 
like when I was a kid,' especially with the summer camp 
kids. My parents say they used to come here as a kid."

Plus, she points out, friends of high school students who 
work there come in to see them, "and the boys like (the 
waitresses') shorts!"

And of course it isn't just customers who recall the place 
as an integral part of their experience of growing up in 
Culver; it's also the staff alums.

"My aunts worked here when they were in high school," 
says Overmyer, "so it's kind of like a family tradition, re-
ally.”

There aren't many truly unusual memories Overmyer 
has of her 25 years at the restaurant, though a break-in and 
robbery a few years ago is the exception. Thieves broke 
the store's window and beat the cash register to pieces 
"and got the little amount of money that was there," she 
recalls. 

"I've had fun or I wouldn't be doing this for so long," she 
reflects. "Working with my fellow employees is the most 
fun part. They're kind of carefree. It's just a job to help pay 
small bills or for school (for them). I think it keeps me 
younger. It's somewhat like still being a teenager."

Damore affirms the quality of Overmyer's and the staff's 
work. 

"I have the best staff," he says. "I pay more than most 
places, but they deserve it. They like it, and I treat them 
with respect when I go there. I don't act like I own the 
place. When I go there to eat, I pay. (The staff and I) re-
spect each other -- they're like my daughters." 

Damore even keeps the methodology at the Original 
Root Beer Stand traditional. In spite of offers to transition 
to hand-held computers to take orders, waitresses still ar-
rive at cars with pen and paper in hand. Even credit cards 
are off the menu. 

Damore also insists on cleanliness at the establishment, 
something he says people recognize. He further believes 
the restaurant's success is a combination of "the food, the 
convenience, the service, the prices, the location, and the 
kids (who work there).

"People like sitting in their cars and getting food at the 
window. I like it better because it's more ‘summery.’ It fits 
the lake."

Damore says the root beer stand is his "favorite busi-
ness" (he also packages and ships fruit around the country, 
in addition to his supplying business to Chicago eateries), 
and he says he'll have it after he retires. 

"I love it," he adds. "We love Culver; we can't do enough 
for it. The schools are great -- everything's great. How 
could we not support it? The lake got us here, but it's the 
people here. We love the people."
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Stand from page 1

Staff Report
A final decision on the first proposed private wind tur-

bine unit in the Culver zoning area will be postponed until 
July's Board of Zoning Appeals meeting. At the June 16 
meeting, the board approved a Special Use required for a 
private wind turbine unit for Thomas Kamrow, 19478 20A 
Road, but declined to approve the placement of the unit.

Glen Smith, of Wind Wire of South Bend, presented the 
request for the Special Use and explained that the turbine 
is produced by Skystream and can withstand winds up to 
140 mph. The noise level is no higher than 40 decibels, 
Smith said. The turbine proposed is 45 feet tall and 57 feet 
from the tip of the blades to the ground. John Helphrey, 
BZA member, asked if electricity generated would go into 
the NIPSCO grid and was told that the wires go directly 
into the home, and excess energy produced goes into the 
grid. In answer to a question by Barbara Winters, board 
member, Smith said NIPSCO approved the process and 
the home owner would be credited by any electricity not 
used by the home owner.

Bobbie Ruhnow, member, asked about provisions for 
a feedback if NIPSCO suffered a power failure. Smith 
noted that in the event NIPSCO's power was cut, the unit 
automatically was shut down so there was no danger of 
feedback to workers on the line. The unit provides ap-
proximately 2,000 kilowatts a month. Chuck Dilts, mem-
ber, asked what wind speed was required and was told that 
wind speeds of five to eight miles per hour were needed.

Russ Mason, building commissioner, asked where the 
components were assembled. Smith advised that the com-
ponents were assembled in Flagstaff, Ariz., but some were 
made outside the US. Skystream units rate mumber three 
in the U.S., Smith said.

Dan Adams, board president, noted that the Special 
Use permit request was separate from the approval of the 
placement of the turbine and moved to findings of fact for 
the Special Use. The approval was granted with a 5-0 vote.

Adams then moved on to the request for a variance of 
placement of the turbine. The ordinance requires that the 
distance between any structure, public right of ways, util-
ity lines, etc be one and one-half times the height of the 
turbine measured from the base. Kamrows wished to place 
the turbine 10 feet from the rear yard and 60 feet to the 

east side yard but ordinance requirements put the setback 
at 85'6 feet. Board members agreed that the 10 feet north 
rear yard setback was too small at 12 percent of the ordi-
nance requirement even though the adjacent property is 
presently a cornfield. With any future development in that 
area, the turbine could be a possible hazard. Adams then 
advised the petitioners that they could continue the re-
quest giving them the option to consider a new placement 
that would be more in compliance with the requirements.

In other business, James Easterday, attorney for George 
and Jorene Duncan, 900 W. Shore, petitioned for a vari-
ance to remove the second story of a non-conforming 
structure and replace along the same footprints. The re-
quest was approved.

The Culver Plan Commission approved the site plan 
for the new White-DeVries Rowing Center at the Culver 
Academies. Replacing the current crew shed located on 
the south shores of Lake Maxinkuckee, the 15,400 square 
foot building will be between the present Naval building 
and boat storage area. The first floor will contain storage 
for the shells and a tank room for rowing practice. The 
second floor will contain the mechanical room, storage 
area and an alumni lounge. In answer to a question from 
commission member, Pete Peterson, regarding water run-
off, John Chipman, Chipman Design Architects, said the 
drainage system was being enlarged to capture the water 
run-off from the parade ground, and building. There will 
also be a new parking area and asphalt drive for easier 
access for fire and safety equipment. The site plan was 
approved with the stipulation that a variance be approved 
from the Culver BZA to allow a variance of height re-
quirement. The maximum height allowed by ordinance is 
35 feet and the building will peak at 40'5 feet.

Members of the Chamber of Commerce in Culver were 
present to discuss the present sign ordinance. Recently, the 
building commissioner removed several "sandwich" signs 
from the sidewalks on Lake Shore Drive. Mike Stall-
ings of the Culver Chamber stated that Culver is the star 
of the county and felt that signs and other unique items 
made Culver interesting. Mason, building commissioner, 
pointed out that signs in the right-of-way could only be 
approved by the Culver town council. A 42 inch foot right-
of-way needs to be maintained on sidewalks for safety of 

pedestrians. Janette Surrisi, member, pointed out that the 
signs were also in conflict with the line of sight require-
ment for vehicular traffic, which is a matter for the plan 
commission to address. Signs on or over the right-of-way 
should be addressed on a case by case basis by the town 
council and any other advertising or business sign place-
ment is a governed by the zoning ordinance as recently 
adopted by the plan commission and town council.

In other business, the Shire Minor sub-division was ap-
proved. Jack and Anne Johnston, Sycamore Road, asked 
for a sub-division of their property into two lots of six and 
four acres respectively.

There was a lengthy discussion of storing construction 
equipment in an S-1 district. Presently, the ordinance does 
not allow any construction material to be stored in that 
district plus the new ordinance also bans the parking or 
storing of trucks on vacant lots if the trucks are not owned 
by the property owner. Section 5.11 of the zoning ordi-
nance exempts restrictions for utilities, but there was some 
discussion if this applied to the equipment being stored in 
areas not served by the utility. Haskins, of Haskins Under-
ground, said he had made effort to find storage for equip-
ment on property being served by the Southwest Conser-
vancy District but closer property owners were unwilling 
to allow the storage. Although the lines are nearly com-
pleted for the new utility, there will be approximately 160 
grinders that need to be stored for up to 12 months.

Commission members also heard from Jeff Johnston re-
garding construction materials being stored at the corner 
of Tamarack and S. Main Street. There are also Pro-Tree 
trucks parked in that area. Johnston said he thought the 
ordinance was too restrictive on the truck parking issue 
and a property owner should be allowed to decide what 
vehicles could be parked on the vacant lot. He did agree to 
remove the construction material as a Special Use request 
to use the site for storage had been unsuccessful.

Bill Cleavenger, plan commission president, said he had 
discussed wind turbines and their growing popularity with 
Ralph Booker, Marshall County Plan Director. Cleavenger 
said there are presently three "test towers" in the area to 
measure the possibility of adding a wind farm. These 
would be public wind turbines as compared to the private 
wind turbine being considered by the Culver BZA.              

BZA, plan commission vote on wind turbine, new rowing facility
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Mark Damore has owned 
the Original Root Beer Stand 
since 2003.
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Local math 
t e a c h e r 
bends steel
Nick Counts, Mathematics 
Chair at Culver Academies, paid 
a visit to the Culver Kiwanis 
Club last week to discuss his 
hobby: blacksmithing (which 
is not to be confused, empha-
sized Counts, with the ferrier, 
or horseshoeing -- profession). 
Counts, who said his interest 
in smithing began when he 
was fourteen and attended an 
Ohio conference, discussed the 
specifics of the craft and noted 
an open blacksmithing group 
-- a satellite of the Indiana 

Blacksmith Association -- meets the second Saturday of each month at the Fulton County 
Historical Museum near Rochester. 

Blacksmithing isn't expensive to get into, he said, and can be a great stress reliever. Counts works 
at smithing in his Slate Street garage, he said, so "if you see billowing smoke on the south side 
of town, check and see if it's me before you call the fire department!"
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Baker talks bikes
Don Baker, 
c o - o w n -
er (with 
wife Janet 
Halling) of 
the Bike Barn 
in Culver, 
paid a visit 
to Culver's 
Kiwanis Club 
r e c e n t l y 
to discuss 
the busi-
ness, which 
the couple 
opened at 
the corner of 
Lake Shore 
Drive and 
Main Street 
in May, 2009. 
B a k e r 
d e s c r i b e d 
m e e t i n g 
Janet -- 
who holds 
d e g r e e s 
in English 
L i t e r a t u r e 
and profes-

sional writing -- while at Purdue, after which the two played in 
bands together in college. Besides being a stay-at-home mom 
to their son Graham, she's "an excellent bass player," noted 
Baker, who added the two moved for a time to Chicago and 
played in clubs there during their 20s and 30s. 
Following marriage and the birth of their son, the couple 
moved back to Culver, where Baker grew up, deciding to open 
the Bike Barn where he joked he's "head mechanic, buyer, chief 
cook, and bottle washer." 
Baker emphasized the business strives for "old fashioned cus-
tomer service." A bargain area was opened this spring at the 
shop, which recently added Fridays to its weekend business 
hours.
Halling and Baker have been involved in a host of community 
events, Baker said, including the Tri Kappa Tour de Max, L'Max 
Bike Ride (part of Lake Fest), Culver history bike rides, and the 
Blueberry Bike Cruise. The next ride, Baker said, is July 23 on 
Lake Maxinkuckee's east shore, to examine its history up-close. 
A plant ecology ride is planned this summer led by Carl Strang 
as well. 
Competition locally, regionally, and via big box stores and the 
internet has driven up overhead, Baker added, noting he's 
seeking outside employment to make ends meet. 
"We're better at the practical side of fixing bikes, serving cus-
tomers, and building relationships...these make us work harder 
to find more ways to serve our customers."
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On Saturday, July 2, John Gouwens will present a carillon recital at 4 p.m. (EDT) on the 51-bell carillon at the Me-
morial Chapel of the Culver Academies, Culver, Indiana. In honor of the nearby Independence Day holiday, the recital 
will feature settings of patriotic songs (America, The National Anthem) as well as settings of some traditional American 
hymns and folk songs.

Following the playing of the National Anthem, the program will commence with John Gouwens’s most recent compo-
sition, Suite No. 3, which was commissioned by the Lexington, Kentucky chapter of the American Guild of Organists, 
in memory of their longtime member John Courter. Courter, who died in late June of 2010, was carillonneur of Berea 
College, Berea, Kentucky, and arguably America’s foremost composer for carillon. Gouwens has included music of 
Courter in every recital for the past year in his honor, also. The Suite features a variety of effects and styles, including 
a bright yet lyric Fanfare, a bouncy baroque Gigue, and an Elegy, written in a style somewhat reminiscent of Olivier 
Messiaen.

Traditional American hymnody is represented through a setting my composer Johan Franco of the “Garden Hymn,” 
a 19th-Century American tune, and a setting of the Shaker hymn “Simple Gifts,” as arranged by former Culver caril-
lonneur Milford Myhre. Albert Gerken, longtime University Carillonneur of The University of Kansas, is represented 
by his elegant “Prelude and Fugue.”

The concluding work on the program is John Courter’s Gregorian Triptych, which casts three plainchant melodies 
from the requiem mass in beautiful, moving, effective settings with 20th-century techniques. This piece was one of 
Courter’s earlier compositions, which won him a competition prize that led ultimately to many commissions for new 
music. It remains one of the masterpieces in the carillon repertoire. 

Printed programs will be available near the South doors of the Chapel. After the recital, Mr. Gouwens will conduct 
a tour of the tower and demonstrate the carillon to all who are interested. The recital is open to the public. Additional 
carillon recitals are scheduled every Saturday afternoon in July at 4:00 P.M. (Eastern Daylight Time). 

Additional information is available at: http://faculty.culver.org/~gouwenj/Next%20Performance.asp

All-American carillon recital July 2

Donna Louk, HR Man-
ager Elkay Wood Products 
Company, Culver, has re-
ceived PHR recertification 
from the Human Resource 
Certification Institute.  

According to Mary E. 
Power, CAE, Executive Di-
rector, the PHR designation 
demonstrates an HR profes-
sional’s successful comple-
tion of a comprehensive 
examination that assesses 
general knowledge of the 
HR field, including strate-
gic management, workforce 
planning and employment, 
HR development, compen-
sation and benefits, employ-
ee and labor relations, and 
occupational health, safety, 
and security. 

Louk receives 
recertification
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With the end of the 2010-2011 school year, Culver 
Academies’ faculty members David Sampson and Patricia 
Montgomery retired with 78 years of combined service 
and were honored with emeritus status. The Culver Educa-
tional Foundation Board of Trustees established emeritus 
status in 1983 as a way of honoring retiring faculty/staff 
who have served at least 20 years at Culver. Also retiring 
was Linda Troutman, who served 19 years as a resident 
director in Atrium and Benson dorms.  

From his first year in 1967, Sampson “established him-
self as a teacher with a deep breadth of interests and schol-
arship,” Dean of Faculty Kathy Lintner said.

Sampson retires from the Humanities Department af-
ter 44 years with Culver. He taught courses in American, 
European, and contemporary world history from 1967 to 
1986, and served as an assistant for Culver’s theater pro-

ductions and as a member of the faculty vocal ensemble. 
In 1986 he joined the Fine Arts Department, serving as 
its chair for five years. In 1992, Sampson returned to 
teaching history while also serving as the Technical Di-
rector of Eppley Auditorium until 2001. He has taught in 
the ninth- and 10th-grade Humanities program, worked 
in the Academic Skills Center, and was co-founder of 
the Writing Center in 2006. Since 2004 he had served as 
faculty adviser to Culver's Model United Nations Club, 
and serves as one of three honorary faculty marshals. 
Sampson retired as the holder of the Dale J. and Eliza-
beth McMillen Chair of American Heritage. A native of 
Cleveland, he earned his bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees at Case Western Reserve University. 

Patricia Montgomery retires from the Mathematics 
Department after 34 years of service. She came to 
Culver in 1977. She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics and a master’s in Applied Mathematics 
from Purdue University. 

Lintner attributed Montgomery’s success to “her will-
ingness to work very, very hard.  . . .  She has high ex-
pectations but also the patience and compassion to help 
her students reach them.” Montgomery has experience at 
every level of the curriculum and her service as the math 
level chair shaped her into an ideal mentor, Lintner added.

In 2009 Montgomery was named one of the seven ini-
tial Batten Fellows who demonstrate the qualities of suc-
cessful mentorship for both students and colleagues. She 
previously held the William Pitt Oakes Memorial Chair of 
Mathematics. 

Troutman spent two years as dorm mom of Benson and 
the rest of her 19-year tenure in Atrium. Upon her retire-
ment, the Atrium girls bought her a Culver parent ring as a 
token of their appreciation.   

Sampson, Montgomery retire from Academies 
with combined 78 years; Resident Director Troutman retires 
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David Sampson, left, and Patricia Montgomery.

Steve Sturman,  formerly a se-
nior fund raiser for the Culver 
Academies and part of a longtime 
Culver-area family, has been hired 
as Antioch College’s new vice 
president for advancement, will 
begin work July 1 for the Ohio-
based school, ending eight years 
at Culver, where he managed a 
portfolio of 150 significant pros-
pects and donors. His successes 
at Culver include the generation 
of deferred major gifts of more 
than $13 million; the creation of 

a $4 million endowment to support merit salary increases 
to faculty and staff; and generating an excess of $7 mil-
lion over the 2009-2010 fiscal year. He was instrumental 
in raising $376 million for the schools, according to an 
Antioch College press release.

Before that job, Sturman for 23 years operated Sturman 
and Company, a manufacturer’s representative sales agen-
cy founded in 1914. As a sales representative and owner/
partner, he managed the Ohio sales territory, including 
accounts responsibilities for Jo-Ann Stores, Revco Drug 
Stores and Kroger.

Sturman earned a bachelors of science in management 
degree from Purdue University and attended the Fund 
Raising School at the Indiana University Center for Phi-
lanthropy.

“Steve is committed to community and to purpose — the 
notion of making a difference in one’s work — and it’s 
that sensibility that makes him a good fit for Antioch right 
now,” Antioch College President Mark Roosevelt said in 
the press statement. “His work at Culver required that he 
get to know a specific kind of institution with a particu-
lar history and highly engaged alumni. That experience, 
together with his proven track record in fund-raising and 
sales, will be an invaluable asset as we work to firm up our 
foundation going forward.”

The Sturman family has been in Culver for five genera-
tions now, since 1933.

Culver’s Sturman takes 
position at Antioch
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Culver’s trains run again
LEFT: Culver Academies Head of Schools John Buxton and his wife Pam 
stopped by the Culver Academies Museum and Gift Shop recently during an 
open house to showcase a newly-finished, working model train layout created 
and hand-made by just-graduated cadet Lawrence Dann-Fenwick (far right). 
On hand was Emily Ryman, whose grandfather, Col. Edward Payson, was at 
the helm of the original Academies train layout (which operated between 
1948 and 1986), then the largest student-run layout in the country. Cars and 
buildings original to the old layout are utilized in the current, five by six foot 
layout, which pays tribute to the landscape and climate of the original.
The layout is available and running during open museum hours, which are 
online at www.culver.org, or by calling 574-842-8842.


