
This publication of the Antiquarian and 
Historical Society of Culver appears quar-
terly in these pages as part of a partnership 
between the AHS and the Culver Citizen/
Pilot News Group, which also includes the 
monthly “Culver History Corner,” also in the 
pages of the Culver Citizen. 
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“Unmasking Preservation” will take place Saturday, September 13, at the historic 
Vonnegut Home located at 814 East Shore Drive, from 4 to 6:00 p.m.  

Join AHS for wine and cheese as you learn from Kurt Garner how to take advantage of 
the history of your house.  Do you know about exterior and interior easements, and poten-
tial property tax reductions available to a historic home?  You will be able to see examples 
of how preservation has taken place at the Vonnegut house keeping the historical aspects 

of the house while updating features of the house.
Kurt West Garner holds bachelors’ degrees in business administra-

tion from Bethel College and architecture from Andrews University.  
He was a project architect in Plymouth, Indiana for twelve years be-
fore he began a consulting business with a focus on preservation-relat-
ed work in 2008.  He has written 86 National Register nominations and 
four multiple properties documents.

Kurt is also the founder and president of Wythougan Valley Preserva-
tion, a county-wide non-profit in Marshall County, and the co-founder 
and president of Indiana’s Historic Michigan Road Byway Associa-
tion. He has served as a member of Indiana Landmark’s Northern Re-
gional Council since 2000.  He is a former Plymouth city councilman, 

and will take the office of Marshall County Commissioner in January, 2015.  Kurt, his 
wife Chris, and their two children Jack and Chloe, began restoration on their 1865 home 
and farm dubbed “Sycamore Hill” in North Township in 2010.

The AHS’ annual ice cream social will take place Saturday, August 30, at the Town 
Park.

AHS will be present at the “Gift of Warmth” and L’Max Film Fest at the town park 
serving root beer floats along with ice cream and cake from 6 to 8 p.m. The featured 
movie will be “Little Savages” (which was filmed in Culver), which begins at dusk.

The “Moonlight Paddle” at Culver Fall Fest will return Saturday, October 18. 
AHS will once again partner with the Culver Academies for this popular event. Bring 

your kayak, canoe or stand-up paddleboard, or borrow a canoe provided by the Culver 
Academies and paddle from the Culver Beach to Long Point to listen to the Potawatomi 
ghost story of Lake Maxinkuckee. Return to the Culver Beach to roast hot dogs over a 
bonfire and quench your thirst with a cold drink.  Refreshments will be provided by AHS.  

By Jim Petterson, AHS president
For the past 20 years the mission of the Antiquarian and 

Historical Society of Culver (AHS) has been to promote 
the preservation, awareness and appreciation of Culver’s 
history,  its culture, traditions and legacy. 

Our purpose is to develop and present as broadly as 
we can an understanding and an appreciation of what 
has gone before. Our history is the glue that binds us as a 
community and helps us plan for the future.

Through AHS’s programs of historic designations, 
our Museum of Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee History, 
Heritage Park, historic ice cream socials, special events, 
history presentations, publications, and our Culver Citi-
zen subscriptions and newsletter, AHS has tried to share  
knowledge of our community’s history . This knowledge 
naturally develops a deeper understanding  of  each oth-
er’s needs and priorities.  

Culver is a unique community because, in effect, it is 

four communities: the town, the lake resort community, 
the Academies and the surrounding rural community. 
Each of these communities has its own history and cul-
ture. However, there is a unifying theme to each of these 
communities, and that is Lake Maxinkuckee. 

Initially the lake brought the Indians to its shores with 
their culture. Later the pioneers from southern Indiana 
came to the lake for its abundant wildlife, its environ-
ment and its beauty. Aided by the advent of the railroads 
and the ice industry the town grew as result of the lake. 
The academies located here because of the lake and the 
exceptional environment. The growth of the surrounding 
rural community was less influenced by the lake than the 
other communities. However, the town’s commerce had a 
great impact on the rural areas. With knowledge of their 
histories naturally comes a deeper understanding  of the 
priorities and needs of  everyone.

The understanding that the whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts was unifying. As each grew in their un-

derstanding of each other’s histories and cultures, they be-
gan working together and supporting one another. We are 
working and planning together for a greater Culver/Lake 
Maxinkuckee community.

Bringing the histories of these communities together 
was a challenge for AHS, and the success of our endeav-
ors has been due to the outstanding support and contribu-
tions of the AHS membership.  

I hope that you will join us in developing that deep 
understanding of our history that binds us together. A 
community that ignores its past is a crippled community. 
Confucius said, “Study the past if you would define your 
future.” With your help AHS will continue to bring our 
remarkable history to each generation.

Jim Peterson

Membership committee 
report

By Tom Curtis

The Antiquarian and Historical Society of Culver (AHS) currently has 228 member-
ships which include families and individuals who live in 16 different states from coast to 
coast and the United States Virgin Islands. 

Although these members come from many different parts of the country and walks of 
life, they share a great love for and are dedicated to preserving and passing on the won-
derful history, traditions, and culture of Culver’s four communities: The Town of Culver, 
Lake Maxinkuckee, Culver Academies, and surrounding rural communities.

The AHS works to strengthen the bonds between these communities through the col-
lection, preservation and interpretation of the natural, historical and cultural heritage of 
our communities. The AHS achieves this goal through programs presented throughout the 
year; as well as exhibits, and research and educational opportunities in the AHS Museum 
of Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee History. The family and individual bricks in the AHS 
owned and maintained Heritage Park also help to tell the stories of those who live or lived 
in the Culver communities.

The AHS will conduct its 2015 Membership Drive for calendar year 2015 memberships 
during November and December of this year. Information regarding the Drive will be 
published in The Culver Citizen; and will be publicized via other means as well. This 
Drive will be managed by new AHS Membership Committee Co-Chairs, Diana Mitchell 
and Dianne Osborn.

We invite you to be members of the Antiquarian and Historical Society of Culver. The 
AHS provides interesting opportunities for all ages; provides information regarding the 
past, present, and future of Culver’s four communities; brings people together; and builds 
overall community pride and cooperation.  Please support these efforts by renewing your 
membership in or joining the AHS.

The AHS is a 501(c)(3) organization. AHS membership dues and donations to the AHS 
are therefore tax deductible.
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Upcoming AHS events

Logo Courtesy of: Bearfruit fiLms 

By: Anna Campbell, Museum director
The Museum of Culver & Lake Maxinkuckee History is very excited to announce its 

new exhibit, “Little Savages,” featuring props, photos, behind the scenes documents, 
publications and more from the movie, which was shot in Culver last summer. While 
visiting the exhibit, you can also tune into exclusive commentary and behind the scenes 
footage ONLY available at the museum! 

The museum and Bearfruit Films (the production company behind “Little Savages”) 
have collaborated on the project. Producer James Simmons has been very involved in 
creating this exhibit, which tells the story of a major motion picture coming to Culver. 

“Little Savages was made by the town of Culver, says Simmons. “It was one Culver 
person after another.” 

invade the Museum 
of Culver & Lake 
Maxinkuckee 
History

LEFT: First Farmers Bank & Trust 
Employees, Amy Sustainta and 
Jackie Hedges on set in the 
bank during filming of “Little 
Savages” (the bank area cur-
rently home to the museum 
was utilized as the office of the 
“mayor” of Culver in the film. 

Christine marie photography

RIGHT: While viewing the exhib-
it, take your picture with the 
statue of Dr. Whittmore (a char-
acter from the movie).

jeff kenney/CuLver Citizen photo

New donations to the museum
Among recent donations to the museum: Bar-

bara Meeker’s classic painting of the Culver Inn, 
donated by 
the artist 
herself.

S e v e r -
al Culver 
High School 
Tomahawk 
yearbooks, 
d o n a t e d 
by John 
Houghton.

Sea King 
water skis circa 1950’s, complete with wooden 
fins, donated by the Gohl Family. 

Interested in donating a piece of local history? Learn more about do-
nating and our loan program at culverahs.com, or at the museum. Or call 
574-635-0053 or email museum@culverahs.com. 
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Looking for a Unique Volunteer experience? 
Need Service Hours?

The Museum of Culver & Lake Maxinkuckee History is recruiting volunteers!
Opportunities Include: 
• Scanning & recording documents
• Organizing the collection ( working behind the scenes with the collection that is not 

currently on display) 
• Docent (acting as a guide, greeting guests)
Training available - laid back atmosphere - students welcome.
For More information contact Anna Campbell, Museum Director (museum@culver-

ahs.com). 

President’s Report

AHS assists with Indiana Landmarks’  “Culver Experience “
ABOVE: AHS members provided support for Indiana Landmarks’ annual “Experience” tour, which this year chose Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee as its destination. Some 70 Landmarks members 
toured Culver Academies campus (as led by Academies Museum curator and AHS member Jeff Kenney, ABOVE, LEFT), a variety of cottages and properties on the east shore of the lake (assisted 
ABOVE, CENTER, by AHS president Jim Peterson, at the historic Vonnegut cottage at 814 East Shore Drive), and both the downtown and ‘uptown’ areas of the town of Culver, including both the 
Academies Museum and the Museum of Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee History (ABOVE, RIGHT), where museum director Anna Campbell (left) chats with Landmarks president Marsh Davis, at 
right. The event took place Saturday, Aug. 23. 


