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Sliding into 2013
Culver has had a spate of snowy weather in the past week-plus, and a number of area residents of all ages have ventured out to take advantage of 
the opportunities for wintertime fun. As has been the case for years, “Archery Hill” (or “Baby’s Backbone,” depending on one’s past experience with 
the name and vintage) has been a popular spot for sledders of late, including these three youngsters. Pictured from left, are Junior Villegas, age 10,                                         
Giselle Villegas, 8, and Kaylee Risner, 7, all students at Culver Elementary School enjoying the hill Saturday afternoon. 
Winter activities involving a frozen Lake Maxinkuckee, of course, are still only hoped-for, no more so than by Culver’s Chamber of Commerce, which 
plans to re-attempt the national-level ice fishing tournament canceled last winter, when the lake never really came close to freezing. This year’s “take 
two” is slated for February.

Board, Commission 
Openings

There are several open-
ings on Town Boards and 
Commissions. Currently, 
there is one opening on 
the Park Board, five open-
ings on the Redevelopment 
Commission, three open-
ings on the Tree Commis-
sion and one opening on the 
Marshall County Economic 
Development Corporation. 
Those interested should 
submit a letter of interest 
no later than Monday, Janu-
ary 7 to Town Hall, 200 E. 
Washington, Culver.
CUTPL offers new 
device classes

Culver-Union Township 
Public Library will offer 
new technology classes in 
January for those who re-
ceived a new device for 
Christmas. Sessions for 
devices will cover basic op-
eration of Android Smart-
phones, Google Nexus 
(Android) Tablets,  iPad, 
iPod, iPhone, Kindle, Kin-
dle Fire, and Nook. Elec-
tronic Devices Part I takes 
place Mon., Jan. 7,  6 p.m. 
and Wed., Jan. 9, 6 p.m. 
Electronic Devices Part II: 
Mon., Jan. 14,  6 p.m. and 
Fri., Jan. 18, 10 a.m. Over-
Drive eBook Workshop, 
Jan. 21, 6 p.m. and Jan. 
24, 6 p.m. Classes are free 
and open to the public. For 
more information, contact 
Andrew Baker at abaker@
culver.lib.in.us or 574-
842.2941.
Community meal at 
Grace Jan. 15

Grace United Church of 
Christ will hold its monthly 
community meal on Tues-
day, Jan. 15 at 6 p.m. All 
are invited to this free, ecu-
menical event whose pur-
pose is to share a friendly 
meal in a welcoming, com-
munity atmosphere. The 
meals are held on the 15th 
day of each month in the 
basement of the church. 
Soil & Water 
Conservation mtg. 
Jan. 22

PLYMOUTH — Mar-
shall County Soil & Water 
Conservation District will 
hold its annual meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 22 at 6:30 
p.m. at Pretty Lake Trinity 
United Methodist Church.

Guest speaker will be Dr. 
Chris A. Hurt, a professor 
in the Purdue University 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics. Meal will be 
catered by Mary & Martha 
Circle.

Tickets cost $10 apiece. 
Please RSVP by Monday, 
Jan. 15 to 574-936-2024 
Ext. 3. Door prizes will be 
distributed.
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Jan. 5: A winter carnival was planned to accompany the 
national-level ice fishing tournament on Lake Maxinkuck-
ee scheduled for the Jan. 27 weekend (the date would be 
moved a few times before the unusually mild winter nixed 
the event).

Culver bid farewell not only to outgoing clerk treasurer 
Casey Howard, but retiring deputy clerk Kay Davis, who 
served 30 continuous years in the position. Edna Mae 
Craft, long an assistant in the clerk's office, also bid her 
position farewell.

Jan. 12: At attempted burglary at a 14 Rd. home left 
32 year old Anthony Fields of Culver hospitalized after 
homeowners caught and subdued him.

Jan. 19: a veritable avalanche of community support 
saw some 600 residents come and go to a benefit for Cul-
ver resident Rob Reinhold -- diagnosed with ALS disease 
-- and family. Over $30,000 in all was raised via the event, 
held at Mystic Hills Golf Course.

Jan. 26: Debated at Culver's town council meeting was 
party affiliation of park 
board member Patty Stall-
ings, whose registration as 
a Democrat made possible 
her filling the politically 
balanced board vacancy. 

Feb. 2: Feted at the Cul-
ver Lions' annual awards 
night were Citizen of the 
Year Jeanette Geiselman 
and Organization of the 
Year the Painter and the 
Poet (Ward and Esther 
Miller). 

Culver resident Sean 
Surrisi was appointed city 
attorney for the city of 

Plymouth. 
Feb. 9: The Chamber of Commerce's hoped-for ice fish-

ing tournament and winter carnival was finally canceled 
after repeated re-scheduling, with plans to try again in 
2013. This is the first year in many that the lake never 
froze.

Feb. 16: Police are seeking the suspect in an armed rob-
bery Saturday night of the Family Dollar store on State 
Road 10 in Culver. 

Culver Wings, a new restaurant at 115 E. Jefferson, de-
buted in the recently remodeled building owned by John 

Zehner. 
Feb. 23: Culver Academies sophomore Kayla Miracle 

became the first female wrestler to quality for state fi-
nals in the IHSAA. Culver Comm. wrestler Matt Hurford 
placed 5th at state as well. 

The Culver fire department's new hovercraft is in Culver 
and ready for action.

Former Culver resident Chris Snyder's battle for life, 
following a teenage victory over cancer some years ago, 
was detailed. 

March 1: Culver Community High School band direc-
tor Jason Crittendon is looking to replace the school's 25 
year old band uniforms, with the community's help.

March 8: Some 15 schools from Indiana and beyond 
spent the day at Culver Comm. High School learning of 
the use of "1 to 1" iPad technology for students there. 

Culver Girls Academy junior Katrina Weil spent Feb. 8 
through 13 singing at Carnegie Hall in New York City as 
part of the national American High School Honors Choir.

March 15: Culver Military Academy graduate Hal 
Holbrook's new autobiography credits the impact of the 
school and his experiences there as a positive one for the 
famous actor.

Culver Military Academy's 
hockey team won its 22nd state 
title over the weekend. 

The Culver community is reel-
ing with news of the death of for-
mer resident Shane Schumerth, 
who took his own life after that of 
the head of a private school where 
he'd been teaching in Florida.

March 22: Heated debate en-
sued at a town council work 
session on Culver's downtown 
revitalization plan, with most dis-
cussion centering on the issue of 
parking space. 

The death penalty is being 
sought by prosecutors for Roy 
Bell, accused of taking a lead role 
in the murder of Wilma Upsall 
near Leiters Ford. The manhunt 
for Bell and two accomplices made for a tense Thanksgiv-
ing Eve in and near Culver.

Eight police departments 
assisted in a multi-county ve- See Year, page 2

Throughout the year, we 
examined the history of 
various commercial build-
ings in the downtown area 
of Culver in our "If these 
walls could talk" series, 
sponsored monthly by the 
Antiquarian and Historical 
Society of Culver.

Jan. 12: We looked back 
at the clerk treasurer's po-
sition with an extensive in-
terview with 30-year dep-
uty clerk Kay Davis, and 
recollections of their ser-
vice from past clerks Bob-
bie Ruhnow and Marizetta 
Kenney.

Jan. 19: The unusual ge-
ology and biology of the 
Houghton Lake area just 
outside Culver was exam-
ined, as well as the life and 
legacy of Allen Weaver, 
who mined marl from the 
area for much of his life. 

Faye Pinder, mother of 
longtime Culverite Ed Pin-
der, recalled memories of 
her 100 years of life.

Jan. 26: Rev. Dr. John 
Houghton chronicled food 
and fun at the popular 
1950s Culver teen hangout, 
The Barn. 

Feb. 9: Culver resident 
Erik Larson, a weather 
anchor with WSBT TV in 
South Bend, and his wife 
Savanna were profiled.

Feb. 16: In honor of 
Black History Month, The 
Citizen spoke with Ger-
aldine Pahrm about the 
tragic drowning of four 
African American children 
in Culver in 1947, and her 
family connection to some 
of those children. Also ex-

See Profiles, page 3

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Culver street crews will 
do their best, it was con-
cluded at the most recent 
meeting of Culver's town 
council, but sometimes you 
just can't fight Mother Na-
ture. 

Discussion took place at 
the Dec. 27 meeting of the 
council after Susie Mahler, 
owner of Cafe Max on 
Main Street, raised con-
cerns as  to six-foot stretch-
es of ice on the street be-
tween "bump-out" planters 
installed this fall as part of 

Culver's downtown revital-
ization program. 

"I had three customers in 
walkers on Sunday," said 
Mahler. "The sidewalks 
and street were clear, but 
the parking spaces were 
ice. Then there was a three-
foot band of ice on the curb 
to get to the sidewalks. I 
don't understand why we’re 
dealing with this."

Mahler also presented 
the council a letter by 
customer Kingdon "Kib" 
Brady expressing concern. 

Mahler said staff mem-
bers had to help Vickie 

Dearth, of Culver, who 
uses a walker, across the 
ice.

Dearth, in attendance at 
the meeting, said navigat-
ing the slick area with her 
walker was "treacherous...
it was the slipperiest I've 
ever been on. We need to 
do something before there's 
a lawsuit."

Mahler emphasized the 
safety of residents is para-
mount. 

Council president Sally 
Ricciardi said one chal-
lenge in combating the ice 
is that the recently-installed 

concrete is new enough 
that using salt on it is to be 
avoided, at least until next 
season. 

Utilities manager Bob 
Porter said once the snow 
is packed down it's nearly 
impossible to remove. 

"It will (only come out) if 
you chisel it with a tractor," 
he said. "I salt the intersec-
tions and the traffic drags it 
through, but it's not enough 
salt to melt over."

Porter and various coun-
cil members noted much of 
the problem had to do with 
the timing of the snowfall: 

since a number of cards 
were already parked in the 
spaces in question when 
the snow began, crews 
were unable to get in and 
remove the snow before it 
was packed into a slippery, 
ice-like sheet.

"It gets tough to combat 
ice," said town manager 
Dave Schoeff. "You do 
your due diligence and do 
your best."

Porter said he would en-
deavor to sand the street 
outside Cafe Max, which 
Dearth acknowledged 

See Council, page 6

Council tackles downtown snow woes, end of year business

file photo
Culverites rallied last year 
around Rob Reinhold, right 
(with wife Rhonda), and fami-
ly, early last year. Rob passed 
away last summer.

Culver: a year in the life
A look back at the best, worst, and everything in between from 2012 in Culver

Faces and places in 
The Citizen, 2012

file photo
Culver town manager 
Dave Schoeff arrived 
here last spring to a 
warm welcome from 
Culverites. 



hicle chase which spent some 
time in Culver.

Several Culver firefighters 
spent the weekend volunteering 
in tornado ravaged Henryville, 
Indiana.

March 29: The popular Edge-
water Grille on Lake Shore 
Drive, credited with launching 
the ongoing fine dining move-
ment in Culver, closed its doors 
for the last time Sunday. Owner 
Dan Bickel also discussed the 
challenges facing the Uptown 
Cinema movie theater in Culver.

April 5: Lt. Governor Becky 
Skillman visited Culver last 
week to promote the statewide 
Pete Dye Golf Trail, which in-
cludes Mystic Hills Golf Course 
in Culver.

Culver resident Mick Henley shared memories of his 
brother, Bernard Ponder, part of the famous World War II 
Tuskegee Airmen.

April 19: A temporary permit was issued, after some 
debate, for Cafe Max on Main Street to begin outdoor, 
patio-style dining. 

Culver Comm. High School student Matt Hurford 
earned the right to be on the Indiana Gold team at the 
NWCA/Brute National Scholastic Duals by being the 
highest placing underclassman in the high school state 
meet.

April 26: Culver's 5th annual Relay for Life earned 
$95,000 towards fighting cancer.

The top ten Culver Comm. High School students hon-
ored their most influential teachers at the annual Cham-
ber-Kiwanis sponsored awards banquet.

Culver's new Garden Court senior living center held a 
gala ribbon cutting and open house.

May 3: Mark Damore Jr. detailed 
the genesis of his soon-to-open Lake-
house restaurant, located at the Lake 
Shore Drive site of the former Edge-
water.

The Culver Lions Club feted mem-
bers of the CCHS senior class at their 
annual awards dinner at the high 
school.

Culver Comm. High School hosted 
the Marshall County spelling bee for 
the first time.

May 10: CCHS business teacher 
Eugene Baker updated the Chamber 
of Commerce on Culver's Business 
Professionals of America's success at 
the BPA nationals in Chicago.

CCHS principal Albert Hanselman 
journeyed recently to California to 
share with representatives of the Ap-
ple computer company student successes in Culver via 
the company's iPad computers.

May 17: The town council announced it has hired 
David Schoeff as Culver's new town manager. Also dis-
cussed was the shortfall in Culver's 2011 finances due to a 
clerical error in advertising the town budget in late 2010.

May 24: Residents of the Culver area shared ideas on 
the future of the Center for Culver History museum at a 
"town hall" style meeting at the elementary gymnasium, 
sponsored by the Antiquarian and Historical Society of 
Culver. The museum is scheduled to exit the Culver Pub-
lic Library building in Oct., 2013.

The Culver plan commission voted to recommend 
Marshall County not vacate the section of Academy Road 
nearest the campus of Culver Academies, which would 
have made it private property of the school.

May 31: A raised truck dumper did extensive damage 
to light poles and buildings on Lake Shore Drive west of 
State Street. 

Three-star vice admiral Michael “Mike” Bucci encour-
aged his Culver Academies audience to make Memorial 
Day "personal" at the school's annual celebration in Me-
morial Chapel.

A drug bust at the Kevin Back home south of Culver 
netted some 1,100 pounds of marijuana.

June 7: CCHS senior Joe Krsek won a gently used 
vehicle from County Auto Center in Plymouth after his 
name was drawn from a 
hat for the quality of his 
grades. 

The Lake Max-
inkuckee Association, 
in partnership with 
Gary and Eyvonne Aker 
of the Culver Marina, 
were responsible for 
putting a new Lake Pa-
trol boat on Lake Max-
inkuckee waters this year.

Culver Academies' 
Quiz Bowl team placed 
6th in the Midwest. 

June 14: Culver resident Jack Johnston released his 
new children's picture book, "The Ice Cream Hotel," with 
plans for signing events at Culver Coffee Company and 
elsewhere. 

The Lake Maxinkuckee Environmental Association an-
nounced a new event at this July's Lake Fest: a canoe-

kayak "poker run" to various sites 
around the lake.

Actor Rob Johansen and the Cole 
Porter Radio Hour vocal ensemble 
took Culver audiences through the 
famous composer's Lake Max-
inkuckee childhood at a sparkling 
Antiquarian and Historical Society 
event at Culver Academies' Legion 
Memorial building. 

Culver Academies faculty and 
staff members Dan Baughman, 
Deb Foley, and Shelly Oberwetter 
retired this month from the school.

June 21: Plans were discussed 
for the community-wide celebra-
tion of the 100th anniversary of 
Culver's Woodcraft Camp. 

The annual Culver Boys & Girls 
Club auction, held at Culver Acad-

emies' dining center, raised some $44,000 for the Club in 
dazzling fashion.

The annual Taste of Culver festival once again delight-
ed attendees in Culver's downtown.

Due to drought conditions, a county-wide ban on recre-
ational fires was announced.

Culver Academies' elaborate new ropes course, used by 
groups across the state and country, opened earlier this 
year.

June 28: A Culver Military Academy Black Horse 
Troop ring found on the beach at Normandy the day after 
D-Day is on display at the Culver Academies Museum in 
downtown Culver.

A special exhibition of Culver Academies' Native 
American-related art was unveiled at the Crisp Gallery 
on the school's campus.

Longtime Culver Elementary School assistant principal 
Craig Hopple announced his move to Lincoln Jr. High in 

Plymouth.
An open house was held 

for residents to tour the 
newly-renovated Culver 
sewer plant, whose grant-
funded, $1 million im-
provements were wrapped 
up recently.

July 5: A Friday night 
"super" storm did major 
damage in Culver, taking 
out trees, some roofs and 
garages, and one Little 
League baseball dugout. It 
also left the town without 

power during the ongoing 
heatwave, through part of 
Saturday.

The 1st annual Lake Max 

Challenge Stand Up Paddle 
boarding event was held on 
Lake Maxinkuckee to great 
success, despite the lack of 
electricity in town.

Fireworks were off the 
docket for Culver residents' 
4ith of July celebrations 
this year, due to a county-
wide ban due to the ongo-
ing drought. The town also 
asked residents to conserve 
water usage. 

July 12: Extreme tem-
peratures forced the cancel-
lation of the Culver Summer 
Schools' annual Moonlight 
Serenade event, as well as 
the Sat. night Council Fire 
performance of the Wood-
craft Camp.

July 19: The opening of The Evil Czech Brewery (at 
the former site of the Marmont Grille), Culver's first mi-
crobrewery, was detailed.

A fire, started when drought-dry wood caught from out-
door grilling flames, did crippling damage to the Hadley 
home on Peru Court.

July 26: During a busy 
Lake Fest weekend, Culver's 
Woodcraft Camp officially 
celebrated its centennial 
with an elaborate pageant 
and other festivities, as well 
as 100 "Indian" dancers in 
the Culver Lake Fest parade, 
which honored camp in-
structor Dick Zimmerman, a 
60-plus year pil-

lar of the camp. 
Those near Lake 

Maxinkuckee were 
treated to the un-

usual sight of residents testing out "Rocket-
man," a hydro-powered jet back launching 
people over the lake throughout the weekend.

Named Miss Maxinkuckee 2012 at the an-
nual pageant was Donna Zehner; Junior Miss 
Jordan Schrimsher; Little Miss Kaylee Hamil-
ton; and Princess Miss Rylie Prosser. 

Aug. 2: The Maxinkuckee Players' 2012 
summer production, "Crazy for You," was a 
success as usual.

The Culver town council discussed whether 
the town should consider drilling an additional 
well to supplement its water supply, even as 
the drought continued.

Aug. 9: The Culver Marina's Boardwalk res-
taurant revived the long-dormant tradition of 

public lake cruises with its dinner launches. 
The Rita Lawson Science Fiction and Fantasy Collec-

tion at the Culver Public Library was dedicated over Lake 
Fest weekend, honoring the popular, late teacher and in-
corporating some of her extensive book collection into 
the library's.

Those attempting to drive golf carts between Culver 
Academies' campus and the town of Culver gained some 
relief when Marshall County passed an ordinance allow-
ing the vehicles to drive on county roads with speed lim-
its of 35 mph and under. The town of Culver already has 
an ordinance legalizing registered golf carts on its streets.

Aug. 16: Goals were far exceeded when more than 
250 participated in the first annual Lake Max Triathlon, 
which wound through downtown Culver as well as Cul-
ver Academies' campus. Assisting were several local non-
profits, who will share in the proceeds.

Due to the closure of the Uptown Cinema in Culver, the 
L'Max Film Festival will move its indoor film screenings 
to the Eppley Auditorium at Culver Academies.

Announced to Culver's town council was the first an-
nual Culver Wine Fair, sponsored by the Chamber of 
Commerce, slated for Sept. 15.

The Culver park department will hire an activities di-
rector for 2013, it was announced.

Aug. 23: Culver's town council, in conjunction with a 
county effort to "clean up" properties which lie partly in 
the county and partly within town limits, has created a 
new "agricultural" designation for town zoning; the first 
step was also taken towards a total smoking ban in the 
town park.

Wilma Murphy of Culver celebrated her 100th birthday 
last week.

The Kline farm of 
Culver was recog-
nized with a Hoosier 
Homestead award.

Aug. 30: Hol-
lywood movie di-
rector J.B. Rogers 
("Dumb and Dumb-
er," "American Pie 
II") discussed his 
Culver and Lake 
Maxinkuckee roots 
at a well-attended 
Culver Club of Cul-
ver event at the Gib-
son cottage on the 
east shore.

The St. Joseph 
County bomb squad 
paid Culver a visit to 
remove and detonate 
a potentially live World War II grenade in the home of 
Anne Duff.

The Culver Public Library formally rejected a proposal 
from the Antiquarian and Historical Society of Cul-
ver to create a new agreement which would allow its 
museum to remain in the library after October, 2013.

Pastor Jacob Junker (with wife Chandra and baby 
Stella) has taken the helm at Wesley United Method-
ist Church.

Sept. 6: The Lake Maxinkuckee Film Festival, "A 
Gift of Warmth," and the Monterey Days festival 
were undaunted by much-needed rains which hit over 
Labor Day weekend. The film fest collects coats and 
funds to aid local families during wintertime. 

Culver EMS director Chuck Dilts resigned, and the 
town council discussed whether new director Bob 
Cooper III's position presented a conflict of interest, 
due to his relationship to a full-time staff member, and 
family members serving on the EMS board.

The 16th Road home of Mike Fitterling was totally 
destroyed Aug. 29 by fire. 

Sept. 13: CCHS student Crystal Looney was named 
Homecoming Queen at the annual festivities during 
Friday night's football game against New Prairie.

Longtime (though retired for several years) Culver 
barber Verl Shaffer is back behind the chair, this time 
at Culver Academies, where he began during summer 
school and will continue barbering into October.

A dozen military families enjoyed Culver Academies' 
Family Camp, all expenses paid, as part of the "Wounded 
Warriors" program last month.

Sept. 20: More than 200 attendees sampled the fare of 
five Indiana wineries at the first annual Culver Wine Fair, 
held on the beach at the Culver Cove Saturday afternoon.

Culver Military Academy football coach Andy Dorrel 
was honored as the Colts/NFL Coach of the Week last 
week, for his stellar success with the team this season.

A widespread Safe Routes to School matching grant-
funded sidewalk replacement project has wrapped up, in-
cluding 100 ADA (Americans with Disabilities) regulation 
ramps for sidewalk entry points around town; two school 
warning beacons; 3,131 lineal feet of recon¬structed, and 

811 feet of new sidewalk; marked 
(painted) crosswalks at several lo-
cations. 

Sept. 27: The Culver Boys & 
Girls Club announced a new ini-
tiative to aid some of its 90 to 100 
students per day with homework 
via a community-supported tutor-
ing program.

Members of the town coun-
cil and community discussed at 
length the future location of Cul-
ver's town hall, and whether to 
renovate the deteriorating existing 
building, attempt to fund building 
a new one, or move to an existing 
location.

Oct. 4: Culver's town council, 
following lengthy statements of 
support from other businesses and 
community members, voted to ap-
prove seasonal outdoor dining at 

Cafe Max on Main Street.
Oct. 11: Hundreds braved 
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file photo
The popular Edgewater Grille closed its doors 
last spring, though it reopened last summer as 
the Lakehouse Grille. 

file photo
Culver Academies’ R.H. Ledbetter was pulled 
from the water mid-suummer for the first time 
since the 1980s due to the lowered lake level from 
last summer’s brutal drought conditions.

file photo
Maj. Dick Zimmerman, ABOVE, 
was parade marshal at the Culver 
Lake Fest in July, part of the 
community-wide celebration of 
the Woodcraft Camp centennial.

file photo
Hollywood movie director J.B. 
Rogers (“Dumb & Dumber,” oth-
ers) visited the east shore of Lake 
Maxinkuckee to recall his childhood 
summers here.

file photo
The White-DeVries Rowing Center 
was dedicated on the campus of 
Culver Academies in October.

file photo
Participants hit the water in August for the annual Lake 
Maxinkuckee Triathlon, which benefited local organizations.



To share a meal at REAL Meals, call Ruth Walker at the nu-
trition site (the Culver beach lodge) before 11 a.m. the day be-
fore for reservations, at 574-842-8878. A donation is suggested 
for each meal.

Thursday, Jan. 3: BBQ chicken breast, broccoli, 
mashed sweet potatoes, 
bread and margarine, but-
terscotch pudding, milk. 

Friday, Jan. 4: Tuna 
casserole, green peas, car-
rots, bread and margarine, 
pears, milk Monday, Dec. 
31: Closed for the holiday.

Monday, Jan. 7: Turkey 
and rice casserole, mixed 
vegetables, sweet and sour 
cabbage, Mandarin orang-
es, dinner roll, milk. 

Tuesday, Jan. 9: Pork 
loin, broccoli, baked beans, 
rye bread and margarine, 
sugar free cookies, milk.

Wednesday, Jan. 8: 
Hamburger pie, corn, 
wheat roll and margarine, 
ambrosia, milk.

Thursday, Jan. 9: Oven 
fried chicken, sweet po-
tatoes, wax beans, Texas 
toast, peaches, milk.

Friday, Jan. 10: Beef 
and vegetable stir fry, 
brown rice, pineapple roll, 
birthday treat, milk.

REAL Meals menu

Keep up with the latest Culver news online 
at

culvercitizen.com 

and 
facebook.com/

culvercitizen

chilly winds to attend the dedication ceremony of Cul-
ver Academies' new White-DeVries Rowing Center, 
an Olympic-quality complex which will help make the 
school's rowing-crew program one of the finest in the na-
tion, according to speakers at the event.

The Herbert F. Tyler Bequest, the largest single dona-
tion of visual arts items to Culver Academies, will be 
available to the public into next spring at the Crisp Visual 
Arts Center on the school's campus.

Oct. 18: Frustrations abounded and work was halted 
in Culver's recently-launched downtown revitalization 
project, due to problems with the original plans from 
engineering firm DLZ. After a hasty series of meetings 
between town and DLZ representatives, the work was re-
sumed the following week.

A number of Culver businesspeople, as well as Culver 
Elementary students, donned pajamas to raise funds to 
fight ALS, part of the Culver Chamber's support of 7th 
grader Reilly Reinhold, who lost her father Rob to the 
disease over the summer. 

Culver Elementary students welcomed new vice princi-
pal Erin Proskey at the start of school this year. 

Oct. 25: Retired Culver Comm. Schools superinten-
dent William Mills, who died Oct. 16, was 
mourned. 

WSBT-TV cameras were in Culver this 
week, filming the first round of a series of 
commercials for Culver businesses, which 
aired in November and December.

Esther and Ward Miller, who operated 
The Painter and the Port gallery in Culver 
for many years and moved away last year 
in retirement, announced their return to 
Culver for "by appointment" hours. 

Nov. 1: Culver residents mourned the 
passing of Clara Hansen, former propri-
etor of the cafe and sporting goods shop 
sporting her name, as well as an active 
volunteer in the community.

Quality Comfort Heating and Air Con-
ditioning has taken up residence at 103 
Lake Shore Drive, the latest business in the 
near downtown area.

Nov. 8: The second annual "Christmas in 
Culver" event took place Saturday with a 
series of open houses and special offerings encouraging 
people to shop local for the holidays this year.

Culver Academies seniors Lauryn Robinson and An-
thony McHugh are state finalists for the Wendy’s High 

School Heisman Award.
Nov. 15: Culverites en-

dured five days without 
usable drinking water af-
ter a water main was bro-
ken during downtown re-
vitalization construction 
last week; a boil order 
lasted longer than normal 
due to difficulties getting 
the water to a testing fa-
cility over the holiday 
weekend.

The only truly "lo-
cal" result of last week's 
elections saw newcomer 
Mark Maes unseat Cul-
ver Comm. School board 
member Edward Behnke.

Culver EMS director 
Bob Cooper III and Ad-
vanced EMT Kimberly 
Irsa just returned from a 
journey to New Jersey, 

where their skills and Culver's ambulance were utilized 
to aid victims of Hurricane Sandy. 

During halftime at last week's game, the Culver Girls 
Academy Eagles honored local and state basketball leg-
end Patricia Babcock-McGraw, a 1990 graduate of the 
school in the top 20 scorers on the Indiana high school 
single season scoring list.

New girls coach Gina Hierlmeier led the Culver Comm. 
High School Lady Cavaliers to a 59-24 victory against 
Westville. 

Nov. 22: Representatives of Culver's EMS and town 
council discussed options for the future of the service, 
given state-mandated requirements looming in 2014.

Culver resident and county police officer Brandon 

Cooper demonstrated recently-purchased K9 dog Arras 
to members of the Lake Maxinkuckee Association; the 
LMA -- which also began employing county officers re-
cently for its Lake Patrol -- underwrote purchase of the 
dog.

Nov. 29: As work wound down on the downtown re-
vitalization project, a donation-funded outdoor clock be-
came the latest addition to the area, at the corner of Main 
and Jefferson Streets.

Students at Culver Academies have been busy prepar-
ing for a hoped-for invite to the presidential inaugural pa-
rade in Washington, DC, in January, which would mark 
100 years of Culver's participation in the event.

Culver author Marcia Adams is preparing to release the 
third book in her fictional trilogy about Lake Maxinkuck-
ee girl Alexia, this time titled, "Valley of the Springs."

Dec. 6: Culver residents -- particularly Culver Comm. 
High School students -- are reeling from news of the 
shooting deaths of 44-year-old Michael Price and 16-year-
old Stephen Suthard, both in a Madison Street home Nov. 
29. Autopsies to determine death were delayed by several 
days due to the absence of the pathologist needed for the 
case.

Culverites are rallying around 
lifelong Culverite David Schrim-
sher and his wife Bobbi, as David 
is in need of a new kidney and 
liver.

The town of Culver received an 
unexpected Christmas gift in the 
form of an $800,000 stormwater 
grant it had previously been de-
nied.

Culver Comm. Lady Cavs bas-
ketball coach Gina Hierlmeier 
celebrated her 100th coaching 
win when the team defeated Bre-
men 52-38.

Dec. 13: Police officially ruled 
the shooting deaths of Michael 

Price and Stephen Suthard a mur-
der-suicide, declaring Price the ini-
tial shooter. Meanwhile, students 
at CCHS invested themselves in a 
variety of projects to remember and 

honor their fallen classmate and support his family.
At the annual Chamber of Commerce awards banquet, 

Ginny Munroe was feted as Volunteer of the Year, Tony 
Sellers Businessperson of the Year, and the Culver-Union 
Twp. Fire Dept. as Organization of the Year.

Culver Wings restaurant is relocating to State Road 10, 
at the former site of the popular Ten Spot. Max's Play-
house, a daycare slated to open in May, is underway in 
the same plaza. 

AnnMarie Kneebone is likely the first pastor in the his-
tory of Grace United Church of Christ to be ordained at 
the church, an event which took place Nov. 25.

Dec. 20: Culver fire chief Mike Grover announced the 
election of fireman Terry Wakefield as the new fire chief, 
effective in January.

Discussed with members of Culver's park board was 
the possibility of a temporary skating rink, to be installed 
each winter in the park. Park superintendent Kelly Young 
also discussed results of a park survey, which makes it 
likely a controversial proposal to install a restroom in the 
1880s train-picnic shelter in the park will go forward as 
planned.

Dec. 27: Culver Academies announced it has officially 
been invited to participate in the presidential inaugural 
parade in Washington, DC, in January.
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Obituary
amined was the history of the family home on Plymouth 
Street, which turned 100 this year.

Feb. 23: The history of the Emmanuel church on South 
Main Street -- and its prior location and denominational 
shifts -- was examined by John Houghton.

March 1: The journey of native Culverite returned 
home Trent Bennett and his wife Dana was featured, with 
an emphasis on the tragedies he overcame and service he 
renders to Culver.

 April 12: An in-depth remembrance of one of Culver's 
most popular eateries of the past, Pinder's restaurant, 
which closed 10 years ago this year.

On the 100th anniversary of the sinking of the famous 
Titanic ship, The Citizen examined the legacy of the only 
survivor to become a Hoosier: late Culver resident August 
Wennerstrom.

May 17: The history Papa's pizza, which announced 
plans for a 36th anniversary celebration as Culver's lon-
gest-running restaurant, was recounted by owner Brian 
McCormack and family.

June 14: A nostalgic look at the tradition of ice cream 
trucks in Culver: when, who, and how. 

June 21: The history of Culver's Woodcraft Camp, 
which was launched 100 years ago this summer by pio-
neers of the international Boy Scouting movement, was 
examined in detail. 

July 12: The Ball family, co-inheritors of the legacy of 
the famous Ball canning jars and Ball State University, 
was profiled, as the family prepares to bid its east shore 
cottage farewell in the wake of skyrocketing property tax-
es, after more than six decades here. 

Sept. 20: Anne Duff, retired Fine Arts Chair at  Culver 
Academies and one force behind the promotion of visual 
arts in the Culver community, looked back on 50 years in 
the U.S., since moving here from her native Scotland. 

Sept. 27: The legacy of Dr. Darrel Beach, longtime (re-
tired) chemistry instructor at Culver Academies -- who 
just lost his battle with cancer -- was examined.

Oct. 4: The Citizen took an in-depth look at the break-
through work of Dr. Kingdon "Kib" Brady and Ruth Birk, 
of Culver, in treating a surprising variety of TMJ-related 
illnesses.

Oct. 11: The many endeavors of late Culverite Connie 
Van Horn -- who died last spring -- were recalled, includ-
ing her crusade to shut down the toxic Four County Land-
fill during the 1980s, and others.

Oct. 18: A favorite destination for Culverites in the fall, 
we examined the history and offerings of Yellow River 
Farms on State Road 8.

Oct. 25: Culver's Marilyn Kelly recalled the local busi-
ness legacy of her father, "Min" Hatten, as well as the con-
tribution of her own Main Street store, The Kelly Shop, 
which opened its doors 50 years ago this year, and closed 
20 years later.

Nov. 1: Pearl Harbor veteran Jim DeWitt took readers 
on a journey through his own remarkable life, as well as 
the life of the popular local business he and his family op-
erated for more than two decades here: Lake Shore Lanes 
bowling alley and restaurant. 

Nov. 18: Culver's Don Baker recalled his life in music, 
both within his family as well as in various bands in Indi-
ana and Chicago. 

Dec. 27: Beth Webster, director of the Maxinkuckee 
Singers for the past 20 years, has announced her retire-
ment and looked back over her many experiences with 
the group.

Year from page 2

Profiles from page 1
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Among those bid farewell last 
year by Culver residents was 
Clara Hansen, long of the res-
taurant on Lake Shore Drive 
which bore her name.

Wilma Wolfe Murphy
Aug. 17, 1912 – Dec. 21, 2012

CULVER — Wilma Murphy, 100, passed away Friday 
morning, Dec. 21, 2012, after an illness. 

Wilma was born Aug. 17, 1912 in Pulaski County. 
She graduated from Winamac High School in 1930. She 
worked at Ball Band in South Bend, until her marriage to 
William on May 6, 1935. She was employed in the Pu-
laski County Courthouse in the CFA in 1944. She then 
worked for the County Auditor and Surveyor until she 
took employment at the First Union Bank and Trust Com-
pany, Winamac until her retirement in 1974. 

She was a past member of the Danville Chapter of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, Danville, a past president of the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the VFW Post #1728, Winamac, and 
a member of the Ladies Auxiliary of VFW Post #6919, 
Culver. In the time of World War II, she organized a group 
of ladies to knit items for servicemen. She was a mem-
ber of the Grace United Church of Christ of Culver. She 
and Bill spent their winters in Lakeland, Fla. for 25 years, 
and after 77 years of marriage still held hands every day. 
While in Lakeland, she took up playing the organ and 
hand painting ceramics.

She is survived by her husband, William K. Murphy, 
of Culver, her daughter, Jacquelin L. Berger (Larry) of 
Culver, three grandchildren, Kevin L. Berger, (Rebecca) 
of Plymouth, Kristine Eisenhour of Plymouth, and Korey 
Berger of Indianapolis and two great-grandchildren, Ky-
anne and Kameron Eisenhour of Plymouth. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, Jonas M. Wolfe, and Effie 
(Markley) Wolfe, five sisters, and four brothers.

Visitation was Dec. 26, 2012 from 12 noon until 2 p.m. 
in the Culver Grace United Church of Christ, with ser-
vices to follow immediately at 2 p.m. in the church, with 
Pastor Jacob Juncker officiating. In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be given to the Culver VFW, Grace United 
Church of Christ, or the Culver Union Township EMS.

The Odom Funeral Home in Culver is in charge of the 
arrangements.
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LMA helps bring light to life
This safety light at the public landing on West Shore Drive 
was back on after a brief question as to its future, thanks to 
funding from the Lake Maxinkuckee Association. 
According to Jane Grund, of the LMA, a few area entities 
passed on paying to maintain the light, and the LMA was 
asked if they would assist. 
“The LMA Board agreed without hesitation,” says Grund, 
at its November meeting, and as of late December, all the 
arrangements were made with NIPSCO. The light is an 
important safety feature for boaters and fisherman, Grund 
notes -- especially true this season for ice fisherman, who 
have reported utilizing the light in the past as a beacon to 
find the landing during inclement weather. 

file photo
Culver’s new town clock was put into 
place at Main and Jefferson Streets 
this past fall.



This is, of course, typi-
cally the column in which 
I’d take a stab at “summing 
up” the past year in Culver 
-- the good, the bad, and the 
ugly, as it were. 

What’s striking, though, 
to me about 2012 is that 
it’s one of those strange 
years marked by the sorts 
of things people will recall in decades to come, and per-
haps tell their children about. In this case, that’s not such 
a good thing.

2012 will likely be remembered as the year of the big 
drought, just as I vividly recall the summer of 1988, most-
ly because -- as was the case this past summer -- the Cul-
ver Academies’ three-masted R.H. Ledbetter was pulled 
quite early from the waters of Lake Maxinkuckee, a rare 
occurrence indeed, and because of the ban on fireworks 
and recreational fires. I think we actually had fireworks 
in ̀ 88, but being discouraged from having bonfires on the 
4th was a pretty big deal to a preteen kid. Thankfully then 

the county didn’t issue any formal bans; my 
kids had it rough this summer. 

More memorable, sadly, will be the shoot-
ing incident which claimed the lives of two 
Culver residents, Michael Price and Stephen 
Suthard. Obviously such incidents are rare in 
the area at large, but it’s been the mid-1980s 
since a similar one in town. I expect almost 
everyone who was in Culver then, like my-
self, can recall that situation pretty clearly, 

even a quarter century later. 
That’s the point: 2012 will live on in our collective 

memories, but sadly not for the most positive reasons. 
Not that they don’t exist. I also see Culver moving for-

ward in a variety of ways, even if there have been a few 
“bumps” along the way. 

From a strictly Culver Citizen point of view, I’m happy 
to say it’s actually been a good year, which is due in no 
small part to you, our readers, subscribers, contributors, 
and supporters of whatever stripe. Our “Historic Visitor’s 
Guide” from this past summer was helpful for us from 
a business standpoint, and I gather to our readers as an 
entertaining and useful item -- at least I hope so! The An-
tiquarian and Historical Society of Culver has made the 
Citizen the venue for its quarterly newsletters and more 
regular missives, which is a great help to us all, and again 
I hope to their members (no de facto subscribers). Read-
ership overall is up, and our Facebook following has sky-
rocketed to over 1,600 readers. 

The difficulties of 2012 notwithstanding, I hope most 
readers share my sense of being blessed to face living 
another year in Culver. Happy 2013 to all!

By Chris Schumerth
Editor's note: Chris Schumerth grew up in Culver and 

graduated from Culver Academies. Last spring he lost his 
brother Shane to a gun-related killing-suicide. He wrote 
the following  essay -- which was published by online 
journal The Front Porch Republic (frontporchrepublic.
com) Dec. 18 -- in response to last month's elementary 
school shooting in Conneticut. 

Schumerth is currently working on a fellowship in Bel-
fast, Northern Ireland. He earned his M.A. in English 
from Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapo-
lis earlier this year. His blog is available online at www.
schumes.blogspot.com.

“And all the time–such is the tragi-comedy of our situ-
ation–we continue to clamour for those very qualities we 
are rendering impossible. You can hardly open a periodi-
cal without coming across the statement that what our 
civilization needs is more ‘drive,’ or dynamism, or self-
sacrifice, or ‘creativity.’ In a sort of ghastly simplicity we 
remove the organ and demand the function. We make men 
without chests and expect of them virtue and enterprise. 
We laugh at honour and are shocked to find traitors in our 
midst. We castrate and bid the geldings be fruitful.” 

-C.S. Lewis, The Abolition of Man
“I know when it happened, I was sitting and, in my 

head, thinking what I could have done differently. When 
you ask someone how they are doing, do you really mean 
it? When you answer someone back how you are doing, 
are you really telling the truth? We live in a society of 
social networks, with Twitter pages and Facebook, and 
that’s fine, but we have contact with our work associates, 
our family, our friends, and it seems like half the time 
we are more preoccupied with our phone and other things 
going on instead of the actual relationships right in front 
of us. Hopefully, people can learn from this and try to 
actually help if someone is battling something deeper on 
the inside than what they are revealing on a day-to-day 
basis.”

-Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Brady Quinn, in a 
press conference the week of a teammate’s suicide

Belfast, Northern Ireland. There is no other appropriate 
place than this to start: my heart melts for the students and 
staff who lost their lives last Friday in Newton, Connecti-
cut. And their families who have unimaginable grieving 
ahead of them. It is all confusing and so very sad.

And this just days after Jacob Roberts killed two oth-
ers and himself in an Oregon mall. These things seem to 
come in bunches, don’t they?

But I mourn Roberts’ loss of life, too. I also mourn 
Adam Lanza’s life. And Seung-Hui Cho‘s. And Eric Har-
ris’s. And yes, Shane Schumerth’s, too. Because this is 
and always will be personal to me.

It is not lost on me that these shooters tend to be men. As 
a society we could use that as one more piece of evidence 
to vilify masculinity–a trap I may have fallen into several 
years ago.Or we could open ourselves up to the possibil-
ity that as difficult as it surely is to be a child or woman in 
this world, for very different reasons it is equally difficult 
to be a man. All too many of us grow up fatherless, and by 
that I mean either physical or emotional absence.

The problem, however, is not reducible to men. It is re-
ally about this society we’ve built. It’s time to own up to 
the fact that this sort of thing—teenagers and men in their 
twenties walking into schools and killing people—did not 

used to happen.
I suspect we are, in large part, lying in the bed we’ve 

made, as is almost always the case. No, the past isn’t per-
fect; let’s not mistake this for a conversation about nos-
talgia. We do not need to return to disallowing women to 
vote or own property or racially-motivated slavery (al-
though let’s be honest, plenty of similar injustices unfor-
tunately still happen today). But in this pendulum swing 
of throwing “it all out,” we have failed to guard our most 
important intimacies—our relationships with the earth, 
and our spouses, children, and neighbors—and now we 
are reaping consequences of lostness, destruction, and 
chaos, all in a world of instant media that broadcasts the 
tragedy to us in live time.

One of the first words I read about Newtown came in 
a Facebook post from New York Times columnist Nicho-
las Kristof, which read: “Reports suggest that some have 
been killed in this latest Connecticut school shooting, 
with heartbreaking photos of kids fleeing the school. How 
many school and mall shootings before we regulate guns 
as seriously as cars?”

Now, I respect Kristof’s obvious concern for humanity, 
even if I don’t necessarily always agree with his policy 
leanings. And there is certainly a place for the gun-policy 
conversation, but reading this message literally hurt me 
inside. The access to guns isn’t all that recent. Admittedly, 
if I had to vote today on a law that would make machine 
guns (I’m all for hunting, so I certainly wouldn’t give up 
shotguns) more difficult to acquire—or even illegal— my 
vote would be yes.

It is not lost on me, though, that so many of the same 
people who argue that legalizing marijuana will not in-
crease usage, will now be saying that legalizing guns does 
increase usage, and therefore we need to outlaw them. I’ll 
let you decide which one of these views is misguided; 
frankly, I don’t even know myself, but I do know that it 
all misses the real point.

Kristof’s question hurt because the problem is so much 
deeper than a question that implies that with the “right” 
law, this tragedy wouldn’t have happened (never mind 
that criminals always find a way to exist one step in front 
of the laws). Simple problem, simple solution. But it’s not 
a simple problem or solution, and I have a feeling it im-
plicates more areas of our lives—basic assumptions we 
so enjoy trusting—than we’d care to admit. And a way 
forward might look a lot more like a way backwards than 
we’d be comfortable with, lovers of “progress” that we 
are.

This dilemma illustrates well why I have so little hope 
for top-down policies to solve our real problems, the ones 
that make us tremble and fear and cry at night. Our leg-
islation so often medicates effects and pretends we are 
solving the causes. Kristof’s question, and any new law 
we could write, would do nothing to acknowledge, let 
alone confront, that we are a society of depressed people, 
grasping for every numbing device in sight. You don’t just 
wake up one day and decide to shoot people; lives and 
schools and communities and churches and jobs and re-
jections and illnesses lead people there.

I know this this all too intimately, as my family and I 
missed my brother until we lost him. We, like our cul-
ture, scoffed at rootedness; in trying to be everywhere, 
we were nowhere, and it killed one of us. And worse, he 
took someone else’s life with his own.  Acknowledging 
my own implication does nothing to diminish my older 
brother’s own responsibility for his act. But somewhere 

along the line, we lost his connection long before we lost 
his breathing.

We live in a world that makes it increasingly difficult to 
connect with each other as we depend more and more on 
machines and harried and empty professional lives. As we 
wallow in the debt we take on to participate in our educa-
tion factories, it becomes more difficult to own a home, 
but easier to become a workaholic. We worship efficiency 
during the weekday and indulgence at night and on the 
weekend. We have sex as if it is not linked to procreation, 
then after we birth the children that result, we throw them 
into every babysitting device we can find and give them 
anti-depressants when they hit thirteen. Is the deconstruc-
tion of family and our sexuality really as liberating as we 
thought it would be?

All too many of us, myself included, do not know at a 
deep enough level our siblings, our kids, or the spouse 
who sleeps next to us, let alone a neighbor, or–God for-
bid!–an enemy. We do not spend enough time sitting 
around a table of food we first grew and then prepared 
together. We need to look into each other’s eyes and lives; 
we need to confront the discomfort of conflict. How many 
of us can honestly say we ask the tough questions to those 
around us? Or respond well when others ask us? To do so 
would be to acknowledge our need for others’ speaking 
into our lives, and maybe even to listen to “value judg-
ments.”

After something as shocking as Newtown, it is so often 
said by those who knew the perpetrator that they can’t 
believe “he” could be capable of the violence, or that they 
had no idea things were that bad. But do we really have 
permission to know each other that well? In order to do 
this, we would have to move slower and be less concerned 
about climbing some proverbial ladder that takes us even 
further away from home. But it’s easier to hide, and that is 
mostly what we do. Then, we’re shocked when someone 
around us gives up his life, saying–in effect—”Look at 
me!” one more time.

Our policies–and our technology and culture–so often 
operate under the lie that we will legislate and technolo-
gize ourselves to perfection one day. We try to relieve our-
selves from the very things we need: the vulnerability of 
intimacy, commitment to a real and tangible locality, a re-
spect for limits, and a practice of gratitude. In his thought-
ful essay, “The Politics of the Clothesline,” Skyler Reidy 
describes these two visions as a clash of industrial versus 
agrarian ideals. The industrial perspective, which is our 
default mode today, is encapsulated in the biblical story of 
Babel–one of the truest stories ever told– and we’re los-
ing so many of our children, friends, and family members 
en route to that mythical perfect world, where we can say 
with finality, “I am the God of my existence.”Why does it 
surprise us when the machine technology we so worship 
can also be used to kill us?

To be known and loved is possibly the greatest gift the 
One who made us offers. It is there and probably only 
there that we can find enough authentic grace, empathy, 
and purpose (not to be confused with tolerance or senti-
mentalism) to keep on keeping on. Make no mistake: it 
is scary, because in order to embrace a different kind of 
life, we would have to give up control; we would have to 
adjust our days according to our emotions, our resources, 
the weather, illness, or other “inconvenient” facts of life. 
But in accepting those limits, we might also find a world 
of contentment and delight.
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Several readers recognized last week’s Mystery Citizen,  
longtime heating and air conditioning man about Culver 
Mike Maddox. He’s also a former EMT here, overseer of 
the Lake Fest burnout contest (which he helped launch), 
and more recently drummer with Culver Pipes and Drums 
bagpiping corps, the “public hobby” referenced in last 
week’s hint. Among the lucky winners of a free beach 
pass through the month of Janu-
ary are Lora Pinder, Kay Tusing, 
Anna Neher, Judi Burns, and Jack 
Houghton. 

This week’s Mystery Citizen is 
a lifelong familiar face and Culver 
High School grad, still associated 

with importangt one local 
organization.  

Guesses may be emailed 
to culvercitizen@gmail.
com or call the editor at 
574-216-0075.

Name that Culver ‘citizen’

LEFT: Last 
week’s Mystery 
Citizen, Mike 
Maddox, then 
and now. 
RIGHT: This 
week’s Mystery 
Citizen.
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Newtown Tragedy Exposes our Deep Societal Flaws Again

2012 will live on in Culver memory -- though not for all the best reasons
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Briefs from page 1

Bobbie Washburn Ruhnow
The December meeting of the Culver plan commission 

revolved around the concept of online permits. 
Chuck DeWitt, Marshall County building commis-

sioner, was present to explain the idea for consideration. 
DeWitt said Marshall County has just completed the on-
line contractor registration process. The new program will 
use the existing GIS system to identify the properties in 
question and will assist with online drawing plans. This 
system will also help identify the zoning of targeted prop-
erties. DeWitt noted that to date, the program has cost the 
county $70,000 to $80,000.

The plan details would have Marshall County admin-
ister the online permits for Culver as is currently being 
done for Argos and Bremen. Bourbon is expected to be 
part of the plan shortly. DeWitt said that time for Culver's 
decision is important since it is a time sensitive-program. 
The system can be coordinated to Culver's zoning require-
ments and permit fees. Variance of use or permit questions 
can still be referred to the Culver plan commission, town 

council or board of zoning appeals. The county would 
collect the fees associated with this process.

Russ Mason, Culver's building commissioner, said he 
felt this was a good idea, providing the program would 
incorporate the specialty permits Culver issues such as 
erosion control.

After discussion, Pete Peterson, commission member, 
made a motion to recommend the program to the Culver 
town council to allow the county to begin building the 
Culver program with the option of rejecting the plan if 
it doesn't meet Culver' requirements. The motion was 
seconded by Barry McManaway, member, and approved 
unanimously.

Proposals for the new Comprehensive Plan were re-
viewed by the committee and two companies, Armstrong 
and Houseal Lavigne will be invited for further inter-
views.

New members George Duncan and Jim Faulkner were 
recognized. Current members of the Culver plan commis-
sion, are Ralph Winters, president, Pete Peterson, Mar-

garet Dehne, Ron Cole, Brandon Cooper, secretary, JIm 
Faulkner, Barry McManaway, and George Duncan.

The Culver board of zoning appeals had one variance 
on the agenda and approved a two foot north side setback 
from the required ten feet, for Phyllis Cox, 612 Main 
Street to enclose an existing porch. The variance request 
also required approval of a two foot east rear yard setback 
from the required 25 foot.

Mason discussed fining a homeowner who failed to ap-
ply for a permit or request a variance to install a chain 
link fence not in compliance with Culver's zoning laws. 
The board will also review chapter six of the zoning ordi-
nance dealing with non-conforming structures to decide if 
hearings are necessary if construction does not change the 
original footprint of the structure.

Members of the board of zoning appeals are Dan Ad-
ams, president, Barbara Winters, vice-president, John 
Helphrey, secretary, Ron Cole and Brandon Cooper.

Plan commission approves county handling of online permit payments

Notice to Antiquarian member-sub-
scribers

Members of the Antiquarian and Historical Society of 
Culver, all of whom receive one years’ subscription to 
The Culver Citizen as part of their annual membership 
dues, are asked to contact the Pilot News office, rather 
than the AHS, regarding seasonal changes of address. The 
Postal Service will forward newspapers for a limited time, 
after which it’s important to notify the Pilot Circulation 
Dept. of your change of address. Call 1-800-933-0356 or 
email circ@thepilotnews.com.
Extensive Tyler art exhibit at Crisp Gallery

The recently-launched Herbert F. Tyler Bequest – the 
most generous gift of visual art in the history of Culver 
Academies – is exhibit in the Crisp Visual Art Center on 
the campus of Culver Academies through March 2013. 
The exhibit features more than 190 pieces of artwork 
in 10 media disciplines. Galleries are open to the pub-
lic Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. during the school 
year and the second Sunday of each month from 1 to 4 
p.m. Groups desiring a tour should call 574-842-8278. 
The Crisp Visual Arts Center is located on the south side 
of Academy Road between Logansport Gate and Eppley 
Auditorium.
Lilly scholarship application

The Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship pro-
gram is available for 2013 graduates, who may apply on-

line at www.pulaskionline.org. Deadline is Jan. 7, 2013 
at 3 p.m. eastern time. The program is fully funded by 
the Lilly Endowment Inc. and administered locally by the 
Pulaski County Community Foundation. Recipients will 
receive full tuition and required fees as well as up to $900 
per year for required books and equipment for four years 
of undergraduate study at an accredited Indiana public or 
private college or university.   Applicants must be a resi-
dent of Pulaski County, be a high school senior graduating 
by the end of June 2013 with a diploma from a regionally 
accredited Indiana high school, and be accepted to pursue 
full-time baccalaureate study at an accredited public or 
private college or university in Indiana. 
MCCF grant apps due Feb. 1

The Marshall County Community Foundation is ac-
cepting applications for the first General Endowment and 
Ralph C. Vonnegut, Jr. Fund grant cycle of 2013. Grants 
from this endowment fund address needs throughout 
Marshall County typically focusing on the arts, education, 
health and human services, recreation and the environ-
ment. Applications are due by 4:30 p.m., Friday, Febru-
ary 1. Applications will then be reviewed by the MCCF 
Grants Committee and final decisions will be made by 
the Board of Directors during their March meeting. Ap-
plicants must be organizations with 501(c)(3) IRS status.

Call 574-935-5159 or visit the MCCF website at mar-
shallcountycf.org.

Good News Club at CES

Culver Elementary School will host Good News Clubs 
Tuesdays after school until 4:30 p.m.  The club will meet 
in the library (in the Pit). Good News Clubs are sponsored 
by Child Evangelism Fellowship, and consist of Bible les-
sons, missionary stories, songs, Scripture memorization 
and creative learning activities.  All children attending 
must have a permission slip supplied by the school. 
Adult basketball at CCMS gym

The Culver adult winter basketball takes place from 1 
to 3 p.m. EST, at the Culver Middle School gym, and con-
tinues Sundays (except Dec. 23) until March 10. The cost 
is $2 per Sunday, or $15 for the entire season. Please pay 
before you play and bring your good sportsmanship, but 
not your children. Questions should be directed to Ken 
VanDePutte at 574-274-9942.
Downtown clock donations sought

Funds are still being sought for Culver’s new Main 
Street clock. Checks may be made out to The Town of 
Culver and sent  to: Verl Shaffer, 1140 South Street, Cul-
ver, IN,  46511.
TOPS meets Wednesdays

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) meets at the Culver 
Grace United Church of Christ, 307 Plymouth St., Culver 
Wednesday at 3 pm. Weigh in is from 3 to 3:30 p.m. meet-
ing is 3:30 to 4 p.m. Use the main door to the east and go 
downstairs.

MARSHALL COUNTY, IN - The 
last sequential date of this century, 
12-12-12, was a meaningful day for 
Marshall County communities; some 
would say it may well be the greatest 
single day of charity in the history of 
Marshall County. The Marshall Coun-
ty Community Foundation 12-12-12 
matched giving event raised $538,565 
for endowment funds that will support 
more than 72 non profit agencies and 
charitable causes. 

Contributions over $120 to a perma-
nent fund at the MCCF qualified for a 
12 percent match,  provided from un-
restricted funds at MCCF and gener-
ous donors who wanted to support the 
special event. The 12-hour event in-
spired many to give online, by phone 
or in person. 

“When we had our initial committee meetings, we thought it would be a good day for Marshall 

County if we reached $100,000,” said Mike 
Overmyer of Culver, MCCF’s Asset Devel-
opment Committee Chairman. “(The) re-
sults are phenomenal! People got involved 
and gave with a passion!”

Seven new funds were started and contri-
butions to many of the existing 241 funds 
will benefit a wide variety of organizations 
including Ancilla College, Habitat for Hu-
manity, Jane’s Park, Marshall County His-
torical Society, Marshall County Humane 
Society, the Plymouth High School Speech 
and Debate Team, Potawatomi Park, United 
Way of Marshall County, and Wythougan 
Valley Preservation. 

Others to benefit include Boys and Girls 
Clubs, churches, libraries, fire and EMS 
departments and cancer research organiza-
tions. Thirty two scholarship funds will re-
ceive a boost as well. 

photo provided

Mike Overmyer, 
left, and Linda 
Yoder of the 
Marshall County 
C o m m u n i t y 
Foundation.

MCCF 12-12-12 event historic day of giving
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Culver native and author Mark 
Schlabach has become even more of 
a household name after the release of 
two high-profile books -- one on the 
New York Times bestsellers list -- this 
fall. 

Schlabach, who spent much of his 
childhood in Culver and attended 
Culver Elementary School, today 
lives near Atlanta with his wife and 
children. Besides his growing name 
as an author, he's "one of the most re-
spected and popular college football 
columnists in the country," according 
to a web-page devoted to his work at 
publisher Simon & Schuster. Schla-

bach has long been an on-air commentator for the 
ESPN sports cable network as well. 

His book, "The Duck Commander Family: How 
Faith, Family, and Ducks Built a Dynasty," co-
authored with Willie and Korie Robertson, delves 
behind the scenes of the immensely popular A&E 
reality show about a Louisiana Bayou family's 
"Duck Commander" business. The book hit the top 
20 on the Times' list in December. 

This isn't Schlabach's first appearance on the list, 
however. His 2010 book, "Called to Coach: Re-
flections on Life, Faith, and Football," co-authored 
with legendary retired Florida State football coach 
Bobby Bowden, climbed near the top of the list 
that fall as well. 

And while the "Duck Dynasty" book is a bit of a 

departure from Schlabach's sports work, he's still laboring 
hard in the football vineyard. Released in October was 
"Heisman: The Man Behind the Trophy," which he co-
authored with John M. Heisman, great nephew of John 
W. Heisman, for whom the celebrated collegiate football 
trophy (since the award's launch in 1935) was named. The 
book has been met with a torrent of positive response. 

Mark Schlabach, whose passion for sports was fed and 
nurtured in Little League and pickup games in Culver, 
among other experiences, told The Culver Citizen his 
travels occasionally bring him back to his old stomping 
grounds, where he may stop in to visit his mother in Argos 
or family members in Culver. 

"(It's) still the same wonderful place where I grew up," 
he said. "The lake is still as gorgeous as I remember it 
being.”

Mark Schlabach

Former Culverite once again on NY Times bestseller list

would help. Ricciardi added hopefully snowfall will take 
place when cars aren't parking in the area, though she said 
the problem can't be a new one.

"Once it's (packed down), you can't plow it. That's true 
this year, last year, and ten years ago."

Schoeff also noted snowplow markers have been added 
for the intersection planters, after Mahler said some area 
drivers have been hitting them, thinking they're simply 
unplowed parts of the street, since last week's snowfall. 
Porter said he would add some orange road cones to the 
bump outs in the event of more snow, though the new 
markers were expected to arrive by the start of the fol-
lowing week.

Members also discussed the need for some areas of the 
downtown sidewalk to be cleared of snow, something 
which didn't take place as thoroughly as might have been 
hoped last week. Mahler said in the past, she organized 
a group network of merchants to go together towards 
shared snow plowing contracting, but she's no longer do-
ing so this year. 

Paramedic reimburse
In other discussion, council members debated whether 

to reimburse two members of Culver's EMS for the cost 
of paramedic training, with the expectation they will stay 
on and put that training to use here. 

Ricciardi, noting the department has enough funds to 
encumber from the 2012 budget, said four members of 
the EMS are enrolled in the class, though only two would 
utilize their paramedic training on a full-time basis here: 
current EMS director Bob Cooper III, and full-time ad-
vanced EMT Kimberly Irsa. The total cost of the course 
is $4,000, Ricciardi added, though proposed was a reim-
burse of $2,000 per person, rather than the full amount.

In response to a query from council member Lynn 
Overmyer, Ricciardi noted two currently recognized EMS 
levels, advanced and intermediate, will be eliminated by 
the State of Indiana in 2014, likely forcing Culver to tran-
sition to a paramedic service or slip to the considerably 
lower level of basic EMT.

Ricciardi said in the past, members whose training was 
paid in full or part by the EMS have signed an agreement 
to stay on at least one year after completion of the course.

Council member Ginny Munroe asked why Cooper and 
Irsa wouldn't be reimbursed in full for the classes, rather 

than just by half.
Ricciardi replied that the trainees would need to work 

for another service part of their time, since Culver is not 
a full paramedic service; hence Irsa had only requested 
a half reimbursement. The EMS board, she added, was 
unable to vote on the matter before the end of the year. If 
the council waited until January, the course would already 
be underway and it would be too late for the monies to be 
encumbered, she said.

Munroe suggested the town could reimburse both Coo-
per and Irsa for the rest of the course cost, should Culver 
eventually transition to a full paramedic service and put 
their status to full use.

The motion passed, with council member Bill Githens 
abstaining and Overmyer voting against it.

Also passed was a request that the EMS use encum-
bered money for refurbished computers, as well as a park 
board request for four encumbrances. 

Stormwater grant,
Town attorney Jim Clevenger discussed the recently-

announced receipt of a storm water grant for the town of 
Culver, which will provide $792,835 towards shoring up 
the town's storm water infrastructure. 

Clevenger said news of the grant, which came at the last 
meeting, is good, but the funds must be spent within 18 
months. A grant writer and engineering firm representa-
tive will discuss the matter at the next meeting, he said.

Council actions
Other council actions including approval of transferring 

monies from one fund to another in various town depart-
ments, a standard end-of-year action; passing of the ordi-
nance for Culver's 2013 salaries; proclamation of Arbor 
Day as April 26, 2013, in compliance with Culver's status 
as a Tree City, USA; $4,400 for ornate posts for four stop 
signs at the corner of Main and Jefferson Streets, to match 
the recent downtown revitalization light posts. Also ap-
proved was $6,167 towards a new salt spreader for street 
crew use this winter. 

The council waived the rules and passed on all three 
readings an ordinance affirming that Culver has only 
one voting district and council members are voted on "at 
large," something neither the town nor county clerk were 
able to find documentation to substantiate.  Also passed 

was a resolution indicating Culver is committed to mak-
ing, designing, and constructing sidewalks and other pub-
lic facilities which meet Americans with Disabilities Act 
guidelines in the future, as recommended by the town at-
torney. Schoeff noted the only comment resulting from 
solicitation of public input on the matter was a positive 
one expressing support for the endeavor.

Approved was $100 for Clevenger to join a municipal 
attorney's organization, which will aid in networking and 
fact-finding, he said. The council also approved retaining 
Clevenger's services as town attorney for 2013 at a one-
year retainer of $4,000 and hourly rate of $125 per hour. 

Online building permits
Audience member Ralph Winters told council of a visit 

to the latest Culver plan commission meeting by Chuck 
DeWitt, Marshall County building inspector, to offer Cul-
ver use of the new online billing option already approved 
by other communities within the county. 

"When a contractor or homeowner wants to do a build-
ing, they can come online," said Winters. "There will be 
a Culver section. Anything that would require a variance 
or becomes involved, they would call the Culver building 
commissioner. Most routine items would become auto-
mated, which would significantly cut down the aggrava-
tion and pain of (those filing)."

Schoeff told council that Culver building inspector 
Russ Mason would continue to be part of the inspection 
process, should Culver sign on for online permitting. Ma-
son added Culver's situation is unique enough that special 
programming would have to be created to accommodate 
its needs, though the county is willing to undertake doing 
so for free.

"I'm in favor of it," Mason added. "A lot of times we 
have people out of town who would like to file a permit; 
this would expedite that."

Mason also noted those wishing to continue filing in 
person may do so; filing online would not be required. 

A work session to discuss the details of the matter was 
scheduled for 5:30 p.m. Jan. 15 at the Culver Public Li-
brary. 

Council from page 1



By Lydia Beers Staff Writer 
MARSHALL CO. — Since 2008, there have been 25 

suicides in Marshall County. The most in one year oc-
curred in 2008, with seven suicides that year. Marshall 
County Coroner Bill Cleavenger, of Culver, said that 
there's no pattern in suicides locally — although national-
ly it would seem that more people kill themselves around 
the holidays. 

"Most of our suicides have been situational, rather than 
seasonal," said Cleavenger. 

He added that situations that tend to surround cases of 
suicide include marital problems, economical issues, and 
custody battles. 

"Children are kind of the glue in families, or in rela-
tionships," said Cleavenger. "There's sometimes a sense of 
desperation over losing the kids." 

Overwhelmingly, more men have committed suicide lo-
cally in the last four years, with 21 male cases and only 
four female cases. Cleavenger said that the average age of 
the suicide victim in Marshall County is 43. Adolescent 
suicide With the recent attention given to bullying and 

specifically cyber-bullying, 
parents might be concerned 
that their children will take 
an extreme step to escape 
abuse. 

Michele Schricker, ad-
junct professor of the mas-
ters social work program at 
Indiana University South 
Bend and licensed social 
worker at the Bowen Cen-
ter in Plymouth, said that 
it's common for children to 
talk to their friends about 
committing suicide before 
they express their feelings 
to their parents. 

And when it comes to 
kids using social media, 
Schricker said that exces-
sive use can sometimes be 
the sign of a problem. She 
added that parents should 
keep a close eye on their 
children's social media ac-
tivities and take seriously 
comments like, "I hate my 
life." 

Treatment options in-
clude calling a medical doc-
tor, going to the emergency 
room, or calling the nation-
al suicide hotline: 1-800-
273- 8255. Schricker said 
that it's been her experience 
that most local clergy will 
also meet with people who 
think they are suicidal. 
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Big changes at St. Mary’s
St. Mary of the Lake Catholic Church in Culver celebrated the Christmas 
holiday with a brand new terrazzo floor (RIGHT), replacing the original 
tile underlay and carpeting of recent years. 

The floor isn’t the only major change in the church building within the 
past year. The south wall also underwent a total makeover last spring 
(BELOW, LEFT), and the area north, or behind, the altar also saw a 
drastic change (BELOW, RIGHT) around the same time. There, the 
drywall was replaced with wood paneling and niches for statues of Sts. 
Joseph and Mary. 

With the liturgical celebrations of Christmas over, St. Mary’s pastor Fr. 
Tad Balinda is now on his annual visit to family and friends in Uganda, 
from which he will return in early February. A guest priest will handle 
duties at the church in the meantime.

A look at suicide in 
Marshall County By Lydia Beers Staff Writer 

PLYMOUTH — It's been three years this month since 
the Rees theater in downtown Plymouth, owned by a local 
Culver family, showed its last film. The theater has been 
on sale since then, with very few real offers according to 
Collins and Company realtor Shawn Reed. 

"I don't like seeing it empty," said Gwen Hoesel, 82, 
who owns the theater along with her husband John, 83. 

The Hoesels live in Culver. Since the theater has been 
for sale, they have allowed the Plymouth Chamber of 
Commerce to use the marquee to advertise community 
events. 

"We are very much in favor of revitalizing the down-
town," said Gwen. She called the decision to shut down 
the theater a difficult one. "We probably stayed open lon-
ger than we should have," said Gwen. 

The Hoesels came by the theater business honestly. 
John's parents, Evert and Sadie Hoesel, operated the mov-
ie theater in Culver for around half of the 20th century, 
during its tenure as the El Rancho theater.

Gwen said that lack of business and competition with 
other area theaters were factors that led to the Rees' clos-
ing. When open, the Hoesels tried to keep the business a 

family theater, often choosing to show G-rated films on 
the one screen. 

The Rees, nestled inside a 125-year-old building, was 
given a historical landmark award in 1999 from the Mar-
shall County Historical Society. It seats 400 moviegoers in 
the one viewing room, and includes a feature that is rarely 
seen in modern theaters — a crying room. The soundproof 
little room adjacent to the upstairs restrooms was built for 
parents with crying children, said Gwen. 

"They can bring their children in (the crying room) and 
still enjoy the movie," said Gwen, adding that there's a 
speaker that funnels sound directly into the small room. 

Gwen said the most enjoyable part of the family- run 
business was the people that supported the theater for 
many years. She remembers several regulars that would 
visit the theater each time the movie was changed. 

Mayor Mark Senter said that the Rees has been dis-
cussed in recent talks about updating the city's compre-
hensive plan. He added that nothing substantial is in the 
works yet. 

"We are in the middle stages of (the comprehensive 
plan outline) so I really can't comment beyond that," said 
Senter via email.

Culver family, inheritors of cinema legacy, discuss Rees


