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In Brief
citizen photo/jeff kenney

Ice! (Some, at least...)
As evidenced by this photo taken at the east end of Culver Academies’ campus and facing Aubbennaubee Bay early this week, Lake Maxinkuckee 
is beginning to freeze over (though not, it should be noted, sufficiently so as to walk on, unless you’re one of the geese sitting and strolling on the ice 
near the town beach). Hawk Lake seems already to have frozen. This will be welcome news for ice fisherman and the Culver Chamber of Commerce, 
which is looking towards revisiting the canceled ice fishing tournament and winter carnival from last year, when the lake failed to freeze at all. 

Steak dinner at VFW 
Friday

The Culver VFW Post 
6919 Ladies Auxiliary will 
serve an oven steak dinner 
including mashed potatoes, 
veggie, salad, and dessert 
this Friday, Jan. 11, from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. The public is 
welcome.
CUTPL offers new 
device classes

Culver-Union Township 
Public Library will offer 
new technology classes in 
January for those who re-
ceived a new device for 
Christmas. Sessions for 
devices will cover basic op-
eration of Android Smart-
phones, Google Nexus 
(Android) Tablets,  iPad, 
iPod, iPhone, Kindle, Kin-
dle Fire, and Nook. Elec-
tronic Devices Part I takes 
place Wed., Jan. 9, 6 p.m. 
Electronic Devices Part II: 
Mon., Jan. 14,  6 p.m. and 
Fri., Jan. 18, 10 a.m. Over-
Drive eBook Workshop, 
Jan. 21, 6 p.m. and Jan. 
24, 6 p.m. Classes are free 
and open to the public. For 
more information, contact 
Andrew Baker at abaker@
culver.lib.in.us or 574-
842.2941.
Community meal at 
Grace Jan. 15

Grace United Church of 
Christ will hold its monthly 
community meal on Tues-
day, Jan. 15 at 6 p.m. All 
are invited to this free, ec-
umenical event whose pur-
pose is to share a friendly 
meal in a welcoming, com-
munity atmosphere. The 
meals are held on the 15th 
day of each month in the 
basement of the church. 
Soil & Water 
Conservation mtg. 
Jan. 22

PLYMOUTH — Mar-
shall County Soil & Water 
Conservation District will 
hold its annual meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 22 at 6:30 
p.m. at Pretty Lake Trinity 
United Methodist Church.

Guest speaker will be Dr. 
Chris A. Hurt, a professor 
in the Purdue University 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics. Meal will be 
catered by Mary & Martha 
Circle.

Tickets cost $10 apiece. 
Please RSVP by Monday, 
Jan. 15 to 574-936-2024 
Ext. 3. Door prizes will be 
distributed.

Notice to Antiquar-
ian member-sub-
scribers

Members of the An-
tiquarian and Historical 
Society of Culver, all of 
whom receive one years’ 
subscription to The Culver 

www.culvercitizen.com
E-mail: 

culvercitizen@gmail.com

See Briefs page 5
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Elisabeth Davis may 
hold a completely unique 
place in the history of Cul-
ver -- both the town and the 
Academies, where she'll 
likely head to work today 
just as she did on March 
15, 1936, nearly 77 years 
ago. Even discounting 
the seven years she spent 
home, raising her young 
children, that still makes 
70 years of employment 
at the same Culver institu-
tion. And she's still at it. 

"Mrs. Davis" -- as she's 
been known on campus 
all these years -- was in-
terviewed and hired by 
then-Lt. John W. Hender-
son (late Col. and Dean 
Henderson), father of 
Jim Henderson, an im-
measurable force in sup-
porting and promoting 
today's Culver Acade-
mies. At that time, Leigh 
Gignilliat -- the man who 
launched the Black Horse 
Troop, engineered its in-
volvement in Presidential 
Inaugurals, and played a 
huge role in crafting the 
school as it is today -- 
was the superintendent. 
Through the years, Davis 
would work with Acad-
emies heads Colonel 
Gregory, Seddon Fleet, 
Colonel Elliott, General 
Spivey, General Dobson, 
Lieutenant General Car-
penter, Dean Benson, Col-
onel Barone, Dean Mars, 
and Dean Manuel, and of 
course today's Head of 
Schools, John Buxton. 

Her work, at the Admis-
sions Office in East Bar-

rack, remains a critical part 
of the "behind the scenes" 
functions of the school, 
where she maintains over 
a century's worth of doc-
uments and records; and 
that's not to mention the in-
valuable asset of her mem-
ory itself.

That memory contains, 
of course, not just the de-
cades past of Culver Acad-
emies, but those of the 
broader Culver area, where 
her family's roots run deep. 

Deep Culver roots
Her mother Nora Pearl, 

of the Voreis and Hatten 
families, was the oldest girl 
in a family of 10 from east 
Pennsylvania. Elisabeth's 
father Jesse Zechiel's fam-
ily had come from Germa-
ny, though he was born in 
this area after the family 
settled west of town.

"When my father could 
do work, he couldn't go 
to school until they had 
their crops all in. His fa-
ther (who died when he 

was 12) remarried and my 
father had to get out on his 
own. He went to work in 
the Burr Oak area; that's 
where he met my mother."

Davis' parents lived and 
farmed east of Lake Max-
inkuckee. She was born, 
she says, close to the Poplar 
Grove Methodist Church, 
"around the corner on the 
house up the hill, south of 
the church."

Family members and 
friends know she earned the 
nickname "Auntie Babe" 
pretty early on, while her 
mother was in the hospital 
and her aunt cared for her 
as a baby, giving her the 
nickname, which has stuck 
ever since. 

Many in Culver will re-
call Elisabeth Davis' broth-
er Ferris, who was born 
near Burr Oak during the 
time her father worked 
for the Vonnegut family 
near what later became the 
Academy airport. Ferris 
passed away in 2010 at age 
101. Their sister, Margue-
rite, died in 2009. 

When Elisabeth was 3, 
her family moved next to 
the Burr Oak cemetery, 
where they farmed as they 
did their entire lives. 

The family kept seven 
or eight cows, and Elisa-
beth's father would milk 
them early in the winter 
mornings before walking 
from Burr Oak to Culver 
to spend the day working 
in the Medbourn ice house 
on East Jefferson Street. 
Her uncle's brother-in-law 
furnished the horses which 
pulled the ice blocks out 
of the lake. When dark hit, 

she says, her father would 
trudge home and milk the 
family's cows again.

Henry Zechiel's farm 
and the Cloverleaf 
Dairy

Elisabeth recalls relative 
Henry Zechiel (who then 
resided where CVS Phar-
macy is today, at Ohio and 
Jefferson Streets) want-
ing "a good guy to run his 
farm," so Grandpa Hat-
ten suggested Elisabeth's 
father Jesse. There were 
over 300 acres to farm on 
Henry's land, west of town 
on State Road 17. Cows, 
of course, were milked by 
hand.

She remembers airplanes 
landing in the hayfield on 
that farm when she was a 
child, and portable steps 
being set up so Culver resi-
dents could step in and take 
plane rides. 

Another vivid memory 
is hearing her brother and 
father talk about witness-
ing the getaway car drive 
by immediately following 
the 1933 robbery of the 
State Exchange Bank. The 
Zechiels watched as the 
robbers dumped their hos-
tage, bank employee Carl 
Adams, from the vehicle, 
part of a dramatic incident 
in which a Culver posse 
tracked down the robbers, 
making national headlines 
in the process.

After that day, says Da-
vis, a large sign was kept 
on the Zechiel family porch 
in case of another robbery 

photo/doug haberland, culver academies communications

Elisabeth Davis, left, is pictured with Rheta Bradke of Culver 
Academies’ Admissions Office this fall during the weekly 
informal gathering of CGA students with their adult mentors. 
(Davis, though not a mentor, was one of several women 
joining those hosting their mentees outside the Admissions 
Office).

See Davis page 2

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Culver area youngsters spent a com-
bined total of some 58,000 hours at the 
Culver Boys & Girls Club as of mid-De-
cember, 2012, according to unit director 
Cory Monnier -- and that’s just one fig-
ure among many which he told Culver 
Kiwanians adds up to some “exciting 
trends” at the club.

Addressing Culver’s Kiwanis Club 
last month at the Culver Public Library, 
Monnier said he’d initially been hesi-
tant to take the lead position at Culver’s 
Boys & Girls Club, since he knew first-
hand the challenges of raising funds for 
such a club even at his previous post in 
Valparaiso, a community of 30,000.

“But I overlooked how strong this 
community is,” he admits. “We may 
disagree on things (in Culver), but when 
push comes to shove we come together 
in force. There’s nowhere that’s more 
evident than the Boys & Girls Club.”

Before sharing new statistics on the 
CBGC, Monnier told the story of a lo-
cal member he called Michael (not his 
real name). Rather than being at the club 

so his parents can work, Michael was sent 
by his grandparents so he can “experience 
childhood.”

Michael’s mother, explained Monnier, 
is a drug addict and his father’s identity 
is unknown, so he lives with his grand-
parents. His grandfather is confined to 
bed or a wheelchair, and his grandmother 
is terminally ill with lung cancer; neither 
knows what will happen to Michael when 
they pass away. They’re “crossing their 
fingers” his mother will be “clean” by 
then. 

“His grandmother sends him to the Cul-
ver Boys & Girls Club so he can be a child 
and play with his friends,” said Monnier. 
“We have stories like that all the time.”

Though it started earlier as a youth club, 
Culver’s Boys & Girls Club began in 
2007; since then, he said, membership has 
grown from 150 to nearly 300, a stagger-
ing number given the entire school pop-
ulation at Culver Elementary is less than 
500. 

Average daily attendance, added Monni-
er, has nearly doubled recently. He shared 
a photo of one 
recent day at 

Culver Boys & Girls Club one of top attended in Indiana
Monnier discusses remarkable growth, impact, and community support of CBGC

citizen photo/jeff kenney
Culver Boys & Girls Club unit director Cory Monnier, left, accepts 
a $2,500 check from Culver Kiwanis president Trent Bennett, 
right. See CBGC page 8

Davis recalls first day on the job at Culver -- 77 years 
ago -- and life on campus, in town, and on the farm



2

OPINIONPage <#> Thursday, January 10, 2013 • Culver CitizenLOCALPage 2 Thursday, January 10, 2013 • Culver Citizen

Davis from page 1
and getaway. 

"They could tie the sign to the fence on each side and 
put it across the road (to stop escaping bandits)," she says.

She recalls her family paying to have electricity finally 
brought to the house, which facilitated purchase of a milk-
ing machine. Prior to that, they milked the 40 or so cows 
by hand. The milk was the life's blood of the Cloverleaf 
Dairy, which Henry Zechiel operated across the street and 
just west of his home. The dairy started at the northeast 
corner of Slate and Jefferson Streets, though 
it later moved directly south, to the site of 
today's Hammer's Garage.

"Henry came out and picked up the milk 
(from the farm) every morning," says Da-
vis. "He prepared it for bottles for the dairy. 
We got half the check."

Milk, of course, was placed on residents' 
doorsteps in those days, and Cloverleaf was 
one of several active delivery and bottling 
business operating in Culver at the time, in-
cluding the Lake View and Miller Dairies.

The house and farm buildings at the fam-
ily's old home west of town are today but a 
memory, having burned years ago.

School days
Elisabeth attended school in Culver (by 

the time she was old enough, the little Burr 
Oak school near their home had shut down), 
graduating in the class of 1935. She doesn't 
remember many details about her early 
school years, but she does recall bus driv-
er Sam Jones picking the students up in a 
sleigh during the snowy wintertime. 

"One night the sleigh upset going into 
town (after school)," she recalls. "Robert 
Osborn was my classmate; he just cried. 
Nobody got hurt." 

In spite of the Great Depression raging 
at the time, Davis' high school class of 44 
took the standard class trip to Washington, 
DC. One classmate's father worked for the 
philanthropic Marmon family on the east 
side of the lake, and the family helped offset the cost of 
the trip, she says.

Davis also recalls her father driving the family to town 
each Saturday for groceries. In those days, O.T. Goss ran 
the hardware store in the same Main Street building it oc-
cupies today. 

"The men and my father's brother would go to the hard-
ware and Mr. Goss would let them visit in there while the 
women did their shopping."

She began piano lessons under Elizabeth Hubble start-
ing in the third grade and through high school; she would 
become church pianist at Mount Hope United Methodist 
for much of her life.

Her parents' family had started out at Poplar Grove 
church, but with the move to Burr Oak, they joined the 
Burr Oak Church of God there (Elisabeth would make the 
move to Mount Hope after marrying Eldon Davis).

"I lived through the Depression and World War II," Da-
vis notes. "The folks said we were poor, but I never felt 
we were poor. We always had enough to eat, but mother 
did sewing and took hand-me-downs." 

During her senior year at Culver High School, Elisa-
beth Davis says she was fortunate to be one of the seven 
or eight students out of 25 chosen to take typing classes. 
She'd hoped to attend college, but the money wasn't there, 
so after graduation, she headed back to the high school to 
take shorthand classes. 

Early days at CMA
A cousin working at Culver Military Academy suggest-

ed Elisabeth interview for a position in the Admissions 
office, which in those days was upstairs from its current 
home.

In those days, she says, Henderson occupied the two 
rooms from the stairway east, with a summer and winter 
school secretary in the end room. One woman was head 
of the office and another handled bookkeeping. Every-
thing was done in pen and ink, she recalls, not typed. For 
a number of years, Elisabeth herself addressed Culver cat-
alogs to those who inquired for them, some days as many 
as 500 catalogs per day.

Three years after she was hired, the Admissions office 
was moved across Sally 
Port to the north. Elis-
abeth worked her way 
up until she was a typist 
and secretary, answering 
phones and keeping the 
books. 

"I could tell you how 
many were in the sum-
mer school and winter 
school," she says, and 
she also typed the stu-
dent rosters. 

"Dean Henderson gave 
me two days (to type 
the entire roster), so I 
learned to type accurate 
and fast!"

Over the decades, Elis-
abeth Davis amassed 
knowledge of the sorts of 
details unlikely to make 
it into the historical an-
nals of the school. For 
example, faculty mem-
bers were required for a 
number of earlier years 
to attend chapel. If they 
missed, they received a 
letter from the superin-
tendent Monday morning 
seeking an explanation. 

Davis found all those 
letters after the building's 

basement flooded in August, 1988. The water-damaged 
files were first sent to Logansport to be frozen; then to 
Georgia for drying. Dean Nagy asked her to sift through 
the resultant files and discard what was no longer relevant. 

She recalls staff members once having to have a leave 
slip indicating destination and duration, should they wish 
to leave campus, with arrangements made for duties to be 
covered. Those permission slips, too, were kept after the 
flood, she says. 

"Things were very firm," she told the Culver Alumni 
magazine in a 1998 article recalling her service, "with the 
faculty and the staff, and also with the students. But Dean 
Henderson always made it very clear, just like we do to-
day, tout Culver stands for academics." 

Davis also clips any mention of a faculty member in the 
media, and keeps collections relating to former faculty as 
well. 

"Everything used to be in writing; now it's not that way, 
with the computers. They do things differently. "

Davis recalls Gen. Gignilliat "doing a lot of entertain-
ment" of guests and dignitaries at the campus, including 
foreign visitors of note. She also recalls superintendent 
Col. Gregory serving three years with the Army during 
World War II, one of several faculty who served during 
that period. She fondly recalls the late Dean John Mars 
and his kindness to employees during his tenure at the 
helm of the school.

"Distant cousin" the late Verda Romig was also a house-
hold name at Culver Academy. She joined the Comman-
dant's Office in 1932 and retired in 1972.

Marriage and children
Elisabeth Davis met her husband, the late Eldon Davis 

(he passed away in 2004), while the two were in school. 

"He would come and sit with me at ballgames," she re-
calls. 

The two were married at the Burr Oak Church of God in 
1945, as the war wound down. Due to the war, however, 
she says acquiring electrical equipment was sometimes a 
challenge. A cottager on Lake Maxinkuckee who was ac-
quainted with Elisabeth's mother and who worked in Chi-
cago procured the couple a refrigerator at one of the large 
department stores in the Windy City. 

"It was a display model; she hauled it down on the trail-
er with a table and chairs. It's still running today and we've 
never had a service call on it! It's setting in my kitchen 
now."

Immediately after marriage, the Davises moved to the 
Fulton County farm where she still lives. The couple 
farmed full time to help make ends meet, and Eldon was 
exempted from military service since he had to be on the 
farm. 

Soon children Paul and Eldonna arrived, and Elisabeth 
took time away from her Academy post from 1954 to 
1961.

When the children were little, Eldon's brother Don 
would help with the milking, recalls Elisabeth, so once a 
year the family could take the children as far as they could 
drive in a weekend ("The kids just wanted to make sure 
they had a swimming pool!" she says). 

"That was our vacation," she says of the annual trip.
Over the years, Eldon Davis served as Aubbeenaubbee 

Township trustee for two terms, as well as a number of 
years on the Culver Comm. school board. 

Paul attended Ivy Tech to study computers, and Eldon-
na took secretarial courses in Elkhart, though Paul would 
later return to farming, where he assisted Eldon with the 
duties. In the mid-1990s, the decision had to be made to 
sell the dairy cows, due partly to Eldon's health and partly 
to the cost of staying in the business as requirements (and 
thus costs) increased in the dairy industry. The Davises 
had been milking some 50 cows.

Theirs is one of many dairy farms -- local and national 
-- to fade away in lieu of massive operations, for a vari-
ety of reasons. The Davises, however, maintain the farm 
itself, with Paul handling most of the duties. 

"The good Lord's blessed us," says Elisabeth, "and now 
since Eldon's gone, it's a blessing to work. It's hard for me 
to adjust. I can't get out and drive and go; it's not safe."

Neighbor and co-worker Chris McNamara picks her up 
most days for work at the school.

"I will work as long as I can be of help," she says. "I just 
work from day to day and be thankful." 

Academies changes
Davis recalls some of the many sea changes at Culver 

Academies through the years, including the arrival of fe-
male students on campus and the launch of the eventual 
Culver Girls Academy.

"When Mr. Barone was superintendent, the boys could 
not hold a girl's hand or put his hand around her," she re-
calls. "He was the only one that emphasized that."

The biggest change, however, has been the computer 
revolution, which has affected virtually every aspect of 
how work is handled at the school.

"This technology is beyond my little mind," she smiles. 
Through the years she received a watch marking her 

25 years of service, and in 1994 a clock. During Culver 
Academies' Reunion weekend in 1998, Davis received 
honorary Culver Legion membership and a Culver ring in 
recognition of her service. Then-Legion President Rich-
ard Foster (class of 1961) called her "absolutely irreplace-
able."

"I've enjoyed my work," she responded at the time, "and 
didn't want to leave with a rocking chair."

She told the Alumni magazine later that year that doesn't 
deserve the ring. "But I sure am proud to have it. How 
wonderful." 

"I didn't expect to work here that long," she added. "But 
it worked out, and the school's been very good to me." 

file photo

Elisabeth Davis feeds calves on her family farm, 
photographed in a 1992 article in the Marshall 
County Life newspaper.

To share a meal at REAL Meals, call Ruth Walker 
at the nutrition site (the Culver beach lodge) before 
11 a.m. the day before for reservations, at 574-842-
8878. A donation is suggested for each meal.

Thursday, Jan. 10: Oven fried chicken, sweet pota-
toes, wax beans, Texas toast, peaches, milk.

Friday, Jan. 11: Beef and vegetable stir fry, brown rice, 
pineapple roll, birthday treat, milk. 

Monday, Jan. 15: Beef strips with peppers, mashed po-
tatoes, cold pickled beets, pea and carrots, roll and marga-

rine, peaches, milk.
Tuesday, Jan. 16: Sausage patties, scrambled egg with 

peppers, potatoes O’Brien, fried apples, milk.
Wednesday, Jan. 17: Baked potato, beef taco meat, 

shredded cheese/diced onion, broccoli, pears, graham 
crackers, milk.

Thursday, Jan. 18: Ham, au gratin potatoes, mixed 
vegetables, rye bread, fruit, milk.

Friday, Jan. 19: Spaghetti, cauliflower, green beans, 
Italian bread, sugar free bundt cake, milk.

REAL Meals menu

Marshall County police were called to Culver on De-
cember 27 around 8:40 a.m., where county deputy Jona-
than Bryant responded to a call at Culver Academies re-
porting an accident. Raul Sanchez, 44, of North Judson, 
slid into a gate and brick pillar while driving a 2005 Ford 
500, due to slick road conditions. Minimal damage was 
done to the school’s property. Sanchez’s vehicle sustained 
front end damage.

Slick conditions cause accident 
at Academies property



Volunteers are needed for a food packaging event at 
the Culver Academies dining hall from 1 to 3 p.m. Sat., 
Jan. 19th. The event is open to all, and the student hun-
ger-fighters’ goal is to package 20,000 meals for needy 
families around the world. The student-led Culver Hunger 
Fighter initiative preceded this event with an October fast 
for World Hunger Day and the Culver Hunger Banquet 
fund-raiser.

 For more information, visit thehungerfightersproject.
org, facebook.com/culvercares or email culverfights@
gmail.com. More information will appear in next week’s 
Culver Citizen.
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Cynthia Allen
Aug. 3, 1939-Dec. 27, 2012

CULVER — Cynthia D. Allen, age 73, of Culver, 
passed away at 12:02 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 27, 2012, at 
Miller's Merry Manor, in Culver.  

Cindy was born Aug. 3, 1939, in Akron, Ohio, to James 
"Bill" and Mary C. (Church) Allen. Cindy moved to Cul-
ver when she was in the fourth grade. She graduated from 
Culver High School with the class of 1957. She attend-
ed Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio, where 
she was a member of the Chi Omega Sorority. Cindy 
graduated from Indiana University and was a foreign ex-
change student during her junior year. She spent most of 
her teaching career, teaching high school Spanish, for the 
Fairfax County Schools in Alexandria, Va. Her love of the 
Spanish language, and Latin American culture, took her to 
South America on more than 20 occasions, as an exchange 
student, a Peace Corps volunteer, and later as a member 
of Earthworks. She also took groups of students to South 
America to share this love, as well as doing much travel-
ing on her own. After retirement, Cindy moved to Goshen, 
before moving to Miller's Merry Manor, in Culver.

Cindy is survived by her loving sister, Emily Allen King 
and her brother-in-law, Keith B. King of Culver; her neph-
ews, Nathan J. King of Palm Harbor, Fla. and Shannon T. 
King of Plymouth; great-nieces and nephews; Calvin J. 
King and Halie H. King of Palm Harbor, Fla.; and Austin 
T. King, Kylie L. King, and Addi M. King of Plymouth. 

Private family services will be held at a later date.
Memories may be shared at www.vangilderfuneral-

home.com. 

Todd Russell Hovarter
Sept. 20, 1963-Jan. 1, 2013

KNOX — Todd Russell 
Hovarter, 49, of Knox, for-
merly of LaPaz, passed away 
at 8:13 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 1, 
2013 in Memorial Hospital. 
He was born Sept. 20, 1963 
in South Bend to LaVern and 
Elzie (McIntosh) Hovarter. 
On Dec. 29, 2004 in Knox, 
he married the former Pame-
la S. Stidham.

Todd is survived by his 
wife, Pamela S. Hovarter; 
father, LaVern (Trudie) Ho-
varter of LaPaz; son, Ryan 
(Jill) Hovarter of Hamlet; 

Ryan's mother, Gloria Weiss of Grovertown; two step-
children, Jennifer Mosier of Monterey and Adam (Kay-
la) Keller of Argos; five grandchildren, Riley Hovarter, 
Tanner, Chloe and Kyler Caldwell and Brooklyn Keller; 
two sisters, Tammy (Noel) Williams of LaPaz, and Tabitha 
(Don) Young of Plymouth, and brother, Jeff (Tracy) Hov-
arter of Battle Creek, Mich. He was preceded in death by 
his mother, Elzie Hovarter and stepson, Michael Keller.

Todd lived most of his life in LaPaz, moving to Knox 
when he was 26 years old. He attended LaVille High 
School. He was the owner of Hovarter's 66 Phillips Ser-
vice Station in Bass Lake, purchasing it in 1996. He cur-
rently was working for LaPorte Construction Company. 
Todd was a member of the Teamster Union. He was very 
proud of his son's accomplishments and career.  

Funeral services were held at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
6, 2013 in the Palmer Funeral Home, 314 S. Michigan 
St., Lakeville. Graveside services and burial followed in 
Southlawn Cemetery, South Bend. The family received 
friends from 4-8 p.m. Saturday in the funeral home.

Contributions in memory of Todd Russell Hovarter may 
be offered to the American Cancer Society, 130 Red Coach 
Trail, Mishawaka, IN 46545. Online condolences may be 
sent to www.palmerfuneralhomes.com

Obituaries

To the editor:
Regarding the issue of town funding of paramedic train-

ing for Culver EMS personnel: I was elected as a member 
of Culver's town council to vote for what the people of 
Culver want, and I and am against spending their tax mon-
ey on something that won't benefit the people of Culver.

At the last town council meeting, I voted against paying 
the cost of paramedic classes for two members of Cul-
ver's EMS service. After reading the Culver Citizen article 
(Jan. 3, 2012 edition -- editor) covering that council meet-
ing, I wanted to clarify the reason I voted against funding 
the classes.

I'm not against paying for higher education for our fire, 
EMS members, or any town employees, but Culver's EMS 
service does not operate on a paramedic level, so Culver 
EMS staff taking paramedic training will be training for 
another service, outside of Culver.

Not only is Culver not currently a paramedic service, 
but we have no guarantee it will become a paramedic ser-
vice in the foreseeable future. I am in favor of funding 
EMS training which will benefit the people of Culver, in 
the present or immediate future.

Lynn Overmyer, Culver town council
Culver

Letter to the editor
Clarifying the paramedic question

Air Force Airman James R. Keph-
art III graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force Base, 
San Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an inten-
sive, eight-week program that includ-
ed training in military discipline and 
studies, Air Force core values, phys-
ical fitness, and basic warfare princi-
ples and skills.

Airmen who complete basic train-
ing earn four credits toward an as-
sociate in applied science degree 

through the Community College of the Air Force.
Kephart is the son of James and Kimberly Kephart 

of Upas Road, Culver. He is a 2009 graduate of Culver 
Academies.

Military - Kephart, USAF

Southern Gospel singer 
Chuck Crain will perform 
live at St. Mary of the Lake 
Catholic Church at 124 Col-
lege Avenue in Culver, Sat., 
Jan. 19 at 7 p.m. Admission 
is a freewill love offering.

Chuck Crain is in his 
twelfth season as a featured 
vocalist at the Presley’s 
Country Jubilee Show in 
Branson, Missouri. He sings 
tenor with the Southern Gos-
pel Quartet, back up vocals 
for some of the other enter-

tainers, and performs many behind the scenes duties. 
Crain began singing during his time in the Navy and in 

1976 joined his first full time gospel group, the Mid-South 
Boys Quartet in Sheridan, Arkansas. In 1979, he joined 
the Blackwood’s, taking him all around the world, singing 
to millions of gospel music fans. Performing on television 
programs such as the 700 Club, PTL, and Jimmy Swag-
gart, just to name a few. In 1990, the Blackwood’s came to 
Branson, Missouri where Chuck left and formed his own 
group, The Heartland Quartet. 

He has performed on stage with Wayne Newton in Las 
Vegas, Atlantic City, Branson, and the list goes on. In 
1996, Crain joined with Gary and Steve Presley; the group 
is seen on RFD TV with a half hour program weekly. 

For more information on the concert at St. Mary's, con-
tact Chris Sayer, 574-276-1611.

Gospel singer Crain to 
perform at St. Mary’s Jan. 19

Puckett

Roger A. Puckett
Dec. 17, 2012

HEBRON — Roger A. Puckett, 68, of Hebron died 
Dec. 17, 2012.

He is survived by his wife, LaDonna Puckett of Hebron; 
sons, Jerry Puckett of Hebron, Ryan (Kristi) Puckett of 
Suisun City, Calif.; daughter, Kay (Christopher) Childs 
of Springtown, Texas; brother, Robert Puckett of Culver; 
and three grandchildren.

Visitation was Monday, Jan. 7, 2013 from 10:30 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at Grace United Church of Christ, Culver, where 
services followed at 12 p.m. Monday. Burial is at Wash-
ington Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the donor's choice.

Edith Annette Bentley Strait
Oct. 17, 1906-Oct. 24, 2012

CULVER — Edith Annette Bentley Strait passed away 
Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2012 at her winter home in San Beni-
to, Texas one week after her 106th birthday. Edith, a long 
time resident of Culver, was the only child of George and 
Annette Marshall Bentley. She was born Oct. 17, 1906 
at Walled Lake, Mich. She began her education in a one-
room school and attended high school in Pontiac, Mich. In 
1928, she graduated with honors from Albion College in 
Michigan where she met and married her loving husband 
Walter.

Edith and Walter moved to Culver where he taught at 
the Culver Military Academy for 37 years and retired as 
the Chair of the Science Department. Edith taught school 
in Michigan, Culver, and the Plymouth school districts for 
more than 20 years. She was a member of the Wesley Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Culver for more than 60 years. She 
was very involved in local charities, was a member of the 
Culver Tri Kappa, and enjoyed travel with her husband.

Edith Strait is survived by her sons Dr. Richard D. Strait, 
Bourbon and Dr. Lawrence A. Strait (Janet), Santa Ana, 
Calif. Edith had four grandchildren: Lawrence A. Strait 
Jr."Chip", Elizabeth Strait Meyer (Gary), Littleton, Colo.; 
William H. Strait (Shannon), Bend, Ore.; and Margaret 
Strait Stoner (Korey), Pittsburg, Pa. She was blessed with 
seven great-grandchildren: Michelle and Allison Meyer, 
Margaret and Zane Strait, and Daniel, Charles, and Ade-
line Stoner. She was preceded in death by her husband 
Walter, grandson Chip, and daughter-in-law Jeannette.

Internment will be in the Culver Masonic Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, contributions in her memory may be sent to 
the Wesley United Methodist Church, Culver.

Death notices

Taylor

Glenn E. Taylor
Jan. 5, 2013

CULVER — Glenn E. Taylor, 72, of Culver died Satur-
day, Jan. 5, 2013 at his residence.

He is survived by his wife, Lynda Taylor; daughter, Col-
leen (John) Tripenfeldas of Winamac; daughter-in-law, 
Nancy Taylor of Medaryville; brothers, Russell (Caro-
lann) Taylor of Boise, Idaho, Jim (Marilee) Taylor of Deer 
River, Minn., Bill (Sharon) Taylor of LaPorte; sisters, 
Carol Green of Wolf Lake, Ill., JoAnne (Arthur) Schoon 
of Gary, Sharon (Bob) Kerrick of Downers Grove, Ill.; 
and four grandchildren.

Visitation was Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013 from 4 to 8 p.m. 
CST at Braman & Bailey Funeral Home, North Judson. 
Services were Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013 at 11 a.m. at the 
funeral home. Burial will be at San Pierre Cemetery.

Culver Hunger Fighters seek volunteers



Last week’s Mystery Citizen was correctly identified by 
Judi Currens, Lynn Overmyer, Virginia Brock, and Cyn-
thia Bonine Goss, sharp-eyed readers who will enjoy free 
parking privileges as a reward for their skills. They rec-
ognized Jim Grover, a Culver High School grad perhaps 
most recognizable as the Culver fireman with the most 
longevity currently on the force (his son, Mike, has also 

been the fire chief for the 
past several years.

This week’s Mystery Cit-
izen, another local grad, 
has ties to one longstanding 
local business and its asso-
ciated family.

Guesses may be emailed 
to culvercitizen@gmail.
com or call the editor at 
574-216-0075.
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Name that Culver ‘citizen’

LEFT: Last 
week’s Mystery 
Citizen, Jim 
Grover, then and 
now. ABOVE: 
This week’s 
Mystery Citizen.
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If you go to Plymouth the way I usu-
ally do—and, admittedly, hardly anyone 
does—at least part of the trip is liable to 
involve travelling down what my parents 
would have called Behmer Road—Coun-
ty Road 14B—whether all the way from 
the intersection with SR 17 just north 
of Burr Oak or just from the T junction 
with the southern part of Olive Trail. 
Typically, unless I am making a point of 
checking up on the statue of Chief Menominee on Peach 
Road, I turn north off the Behmer Road to take the bridge 
across the Yellow River on Olive Trail, and so eventu-
ally to emerge back on 17 just west of the hospital. And 
in fact for the last several years the intersection of Olive 
Trail and CR 14B has been signposted in such a way as to 
give priority to the turn, rath-
er than to traffic continuing 
along 14B.

The fact is, though, that 
you can go (or come from) 
farther east on the Behmer 
Road—there’s about anoth-
er mile of it before it has a 
T intersection with Nutmeg. 
And, of course, thanks to 
the grid system, you can get 
to that same intersection by 
heading east from Culver on SR 10 and turning north on 
Nutmeg, the first road east after the railroad tracks.

Whichever way you come to it, that little intersection is 
important because, just north of it, Nutmeg Road crosses, 
on a bridge so short that if you blink you will miss it, over 
Wolf Creek, a small tributary of the Yellow River, into 
which the creek runs about half a mile to the northwest. 
That crossing is more or less what’s left of the village 
of Wolf Creek, a name that comes up frequently in the 
early history of the county and, at one significant point, 
of Culver.

Nutmeg Road runs along the eastern edge of Menomi-
nee’s Reservation, and in fact if you visit the statue these 
days, you’ll find an added little marker stone that com-
ments that “Archeological evidence suggests that Chief 
Menominee’s village was located approximately 2 ½ 

miles southeast of here on the north-
ern bank of the Yellow River near 
Wolf Creek.” To be fair, I haven’t 
seen the archeological evidence in 
question, but I am inclined to doubt 
the marker, simply because the pi-
oneer sources indicate otherwise. 
On the one hand, Daniel McDonald 
says specifically that Menominee’s 
village was at Twin Lakes, where 

also stood the chapel, and whence the Trail of Tears began 
in August of 1838. And, on the other, McDonald accounts 
for the settlement at Wolf Creek: “This territory was 
originally in possession of the Fox Indians and another 
friendly tribe. The Pottawattomies, when they found their 
way here, claimed the right of possession, and as a natu-

ral consequence a feud sprang up between 
them, resulting in many hard fought battles 
before the Pottawattomies got possession. 
The last of these battles, according to tradi-
tion, was fought on the site of this village. 
This open space in the wilderness was, 
prior to the settlement of that part of the 
county by the whites, occupied by a few 
families of the Pottawattomies. In 1836-40 
this place was dotted over with small rises 
of ground, indicating the former cultiva-
tion of maize or Indian corn. It had been 

unoccupied, however, for some time prior to 1836” (20th 
Century History of Marshall County, p. 9).

By 1840, the creek had been dammed up and equipped 
with a grist mill and a sawmill. McDonald says that Rob-
ert Clark Bliven was the proprietor, and named the spot 
“Birmingham” (130). Mr. Bliven was, however, swept 
over the dam and drowned during a storm on February 
28, 1850, and in 1851 the mill came into the hands of 
Solomon Zehner, whose sons  William and David took 
it over after his death in 1852 (McDonald, 69, 172, 463; 
History of Indiana [1890], Vol. 2, 48). William bought out 
his brother and went on to build other mills, including one 
in Plymouth, and became the leading miller of the county. 
McDonald suggests that the original mill-pond became 
something of a nuisance, 
being a breeder of ma-

Wolf Creek

One of the most plea-
surable, satisfying and 
healthiest to eat foods 
is freshly squeezed 
juice, or a fruit smooth-
ie.  As a matter of fact, I 
make one almost every 
morning after a work-
out.  Fresh raw fruits 
preserve enzymes and 
vitamins in their original forms, allowing us to receive 
the maximum amounts of nutrients that we need on a dai-
ly basis.  Raw fruits and vegetables take about 15 minutes 
to digest, whereas cooked food can take up to 5 hours.  If 
the food is juiced, the nutrients are available within min-
utes!  If you are an athlete desiring to achieve better per-
formances, or if you simply aspire to feel better and have 
more energy throughout the day, fresh fruit and vegetable 
juice can be an important addition to your life.  

Do you want to improve your social life?  Many people 
today enjoy foods and environments that cater to health-
ier living.  Menus in restaurants reflect nutritious cuisine 
that is carefully and deliberately prepared for healthy so-
cietal interaction.   I enjoy hosting parties for neighbors 

and friends when one of the featured foods 
is fruit smoothies.  On the other hand, my 
kids appreciate the fact that I love them 
enough to concoct one for them too, how-
ever they do not appear to be as thankful 
as I think they should be. Perhaps one day 
when they are a bit older……

What kind of juicer is best?  It all de-
pends on budget and desired style.  I use 
a Vita-mix machine because it blends the 

entire fruit, seeds and all.  Plus, it is very easy to load and 
clean.  First of all, use as much of the fruit as possible.  I 
mix up to four fruits, plus a carrot with each batch.  And, 
I add store purchased 100% juice to thin it down.  Juicing 
can be a great addition to a healthy diet.  Not only does it 
serve as a nutritious breakfast, but drinking juice instead 
of reaching for a soda is a better afternoon pick-me-up.  If 
you hate the taste of veggies, juicing vegetables with your 
favorite fruit will disguise the taste and help you consume 
your daily prescribed intake.  Slowly weaning your taste 
buds from fatty foods and massive amounts of sugar will 
turn cravings toward healthier foods.  Eventually, your 
body will adapt to your 
new, healthy-conscious way 

Juicing

See Juicing page 8

See Wolf Creek page 8



Thursday Tech Time at the Culver-Union Twp. Public 
Library will focus on new technology for 2013. The pub-
lic is welcome on January 17 at 6 p.m. to learn about new 
devices, software and everything in between. 

Thursday Tech Time is an open discussion group for 
anyone interested in computers and technology. Sessions 
are held on the third Thursday of each month. For more 
information, call the Culver Library at 574-842-2941, vis-
it our website at www.culver.lib.in.us or e-mail abaker@
culver.lib.in.us. The library’s street address is 107 N. Main 
St.

Citizen as part of their an-
nual membership dues, are 
asked to contact the Pilot 
News office, rather than 
the AHS, regarding season-
al changes of address. The 
Postal Service will forward 
newspapers for a limited 
time, after which it’s im-
portant to notify the Pilot 
Circulation Dept. of your 
change of address. Call 
1-800-933-0356 or email 
circ@thepilotnews.com.
Extensive Tyler art 
exhibit at Crisp 
Gallery

The recently-launched 
Herbert F. Tyler Bequest 
– the most generous gift 
of visual art in the history 
of Culver Academies – is 
exhibit in the Crisp Visu-
al Art Center on the cam-
pus of Culver Academies 
through March 2013. The 
exhibit features more than 
190 pieces of artwork in 10 
media disciplines. Galler-
ies are open to the public 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. during the school 
year and the second Sunday 
of each month from 1 to 4 
p.m. Groups desiring a tour 
should call 574-842-8278. 

The Crisp Visual Arts Cen-
ter is located on the south 
side of Academy Road be-
tween Logansport Gate and 
Eppley Auditorium.
Lilly scholarship 
application

The Lilly Endowment 
Community Scholarship 
program is available for 
2013 graduates, who may 
apply online at www.pu-
laskionline.org. Deadline 
is Jan. 7, 2013 at 3 p.m. 
eastern time. The program 
is fully funded by the Lilly 
Endowment Inc. and ad-
ministered locally by the 
Pulaski County Community 
Foundation. Recipients will 
receive full tuition and re-
quired fees as well as up to 
$900 per year for required 
books and equipment for 
four years of undergraduate 
study at an accredited Indi-
ana public or private col-
lege or university.   Appli-
cants must be a resident of 
Pulaski County, be a high 
school senior graduating by 
the end of June 2013 with 
a diploma from a regional-
ly accredited Indiana high 
school, and be accepted to 
pursue full-time baccalau-

reate study at an accredited 
public or private college or 
university in Indiana. 
MCCF grant apps 
due Feb. 1

The Marshall County 
Community Foundation is 
accepting applications for 
the first General Endow-
ment and Ralph C. Von-
negut, Jr. Fund grant cycle 
of 2013. Grants from this 
endowment fund address 
needs throughout Marshall 
County typically focus-
ing on the arts, education, 
health and human services, 
recreation and the envi-
ronment. Applications are 
due by 4:30 p.m., Friday, 
February 1. Applications 
will then be reviewed by 
the MCCF Grants Com-
mittee and final decisions 
will be made by the Board 
of Directors during their 
March meeting. Applicants 
must be organizations with 
501(c)(3) IRS status.

Call 574-935-5159 or 
visit the MCCF website at 
marshallcountycf.org.

Good News Club 
at CES

Culver Elementary 

School will host Good 
News Clubs Tuesdays after 
school until 4:30 p.m.  The 
club will meet in the library 
(in the Pit). Good News 
Clubs are sponsored by 
Child Evangelism Fellow-
ship, and consist of Bible 
lessons, missionary stories, 
songs, Scripture memori-
zation and creative learn-
ing activities.  All children 
attending must have a per-
mission slip supplied by the 
school. 
Adult basketball at 
CCMS gym

The Culver adult winter 
basketball takes place from 
1 to 3 p.m. EST, at the Cul-
ver Middle School gym, 
and continues Sundays (ex-
cept Dec. 23) until March 
10. The cost is $2 per Sun-
day, or $15 for the entire 
season. Please pay before 
you play and bring your 
good sportsmanship, but 
not your children. Ques-
tions should be directed to 
Ken VanDePutte at 574-
274-9942.
Downtown clock 
donations sought

Funds are still being 

sought for Culver’s new 
Main Street clock. Checks 
may be made out to The 
Town of Culver and sent  
to: Verl Shaffer, 1140 
South Street, Culver, IN,  
46511.
TOPS meets 
Wednesdays

TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) meets 
at the Culver Grace Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 
307 Plymouth St., Cul-
ver Wednesday at 3 pm. 
Weigh in is from 3 to 3:30 
p.m. meeting is 3:30 to 4 
p.m. Use the main door 
to the east and go down-
stairs.

By Dee Grenert
CULVER — Culver Community’s Kayla Shaffer made 

the most of her reduced playing time Friday.
Beset by foul trouble throughout the evening, the ju-

nior forward still produced a game-high 16 points — six 
of those during a game-ending 10-0 run — as the Cavs 
pulled out a 38-29 come-from-behind victory over win-
less New Prairie in Northern State Conference girls bas-
ketball action at John R. Nelson Gymnasium.

“We’ve talked to (Shaffer) about how we’re not the 
same team when she’s not on the floor,” Culver head 
coach Gina Hierlmeier said. “We want her to be aggres-
sive, but we want her to be smart about it. Tonight, even 
with the fourth foul, I thought she played a lot smarter.”

Shaffer kicked off the outcome-deciding 10-0 spurt 
with a pair of free throws at the 2:59 mark of the fourth 
quarter to give Culver a 30-29 edge. She followed imme-
diately with an intercepted pass near the timeline and con-
verted her third steal and right-handed breakaway layup 
of the second half.

“She’s huge,” Hierlmeier said of Shaffer’s defense-in-
to-offense output. “Defensively, she was able to get her 
hands on some balls and that led to easy baskets.”

Culver sophomore point guard Tatum Schultz chipped 
in eight points, seven rebounds, a game-leading six steals, 
and hit classmate Mickella Hardy for a bucket to put the 
Cavs up 34-29 with 1:21 to play and effectively seal the 
win.

“Tatum, I give her tons of credit,” Hierlmeier said. “She 
was in control of the game. She broke down the defense 
and set up her teammates. She’s been in foul trouble the 
last couple games, and tonight she stayed on the floor the 
entire game except when I took her out for a brief rest. 
With (Shaffer) and Tate on the floor, we’re a much better 
team.”

Also for the Cavs, Hardy chipped in eight points and 
a game-high nine rebounds. Her drop step from the right 
block off a feed from Donna Zehner handed Culver its 
first lead of the game, 26-25 with 7:28 to play in the 
fourth quarter.

Despite the strong finish, Culver scuffled out of the 
gate. New Prairie, playing four out with a baseline runner, 
raced to a 15-6 lead at the end of the first frame on the 
strength of a series of backdoor cuts and second-chance 
opportunities.

Culver, though, surrendered just 14 points over the fi-

nal three stanzas and held the Cougars to 18 percent from 
the field and forced 19 turnovers during the same span. 
For the game, New Prairie coughed up the ball 26 times 
against Culver’s mix of man-to-man, full-court press, and 
second-half half-court trap.

“I thought we had a much better second half,” Hier-
lmeier said. “At halftime I challenged them to make a 
game of it. I thought they did that. The effort and intensity 
were definitely there in the second half.

“In the first half, defensively we were trailing cuts and 
giving (New Prairie) second opportunities,” she added. 
“When we’re hitting shots we have a chance to switch 
up defenses, but we weren’t hitting shots. In the second 
half of the game we hit some shots and we were able to 
move into different defenses and get them out of the flow 
of their offense.”

Madison Cody led the Cougars with nine points and 
three steals. Brooke Kresca added six points, seven re-
bounds, and four steals for New Prairie.

Culver, which improves to 4-0 in the conference, heads 
to Triton Friday for a key battle between current NSC un-
beatens.
• CULVER COMMUNITY 38,
NEW PRAIRIE 29
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Late charge pushes Cavs past New Prairie

Trent Elliott scored 29 points with six rebounds, but it wasn’t enough to put Culver 
Community over the top in a 63-52 Northern State Conference loss at New Prairie Sat-
urday.

Collin Stevens finished with seven points, four assists and three steals, and Micah 
Budzinski put up five points with seven rebounds as the Cavs struggled to find meaning-
ful scoring behind Elliott’s game-high tally.

Culver slips to 6-3 overall with a 1-2 NSC mark. New Prairie saw three players in 
double figures as Dylan Cory finished with 14 and C.J. Kowalski and Jared Monhaut 
each notched 11 points. The Cougars moved to 1-1 in NSC play with a 5-4 overall mark.
• NEW PRAIRIE 63, CULVER 52
At New Carlisle

Cougars beat Cavs Thursday Tech Time looks at 
new tech for 2013
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By Lydia Beers
Staff Writer

PLYMOUTH — Marshall County brides-to-be can 
expect red carpet treatment at Treat’s annual Bridal Fair 
Jan. 12. 

“The bridal fair was started with brides in mind, to give 
them a one-stop shop for their wedding,” said Gary Treat, 
adding that this is the 23rd year for the Marshall County 
Bridal Fair. 

The fair is at Christo’s Banquet Center in Plymouth, 
and it’s free for anybody to attend. 

“The average bride has an entourage of about four 
people,” noted Treat, “And the groom is welcome. There 
definitely will be men there, but the target market (for the 
event) is the bride. The bride will be identified at the door 
with a special ribbon, so that vendors can focus on her.”

There will be about 25 vendors showcasing their wares 
at the fair, from caterers to wedding planners to florists. 

Two style shows, at 12:30 and 2:30 p.m., will show 
brides the latest fashions in bridal gowns, bridesmaid 
Treat’s can work with any bride’s budget, said Treat’s 
Bridal Shoppe manager Linda Shay. 

“There’s a lot of ways to keep prices down,” said Shay. 
Treat’s has full-time wedding consultants and seam-

stresses on staff to address any bride’s question or con-
cern. 

The Bridal Fair is Jan. 12 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
Christo’s Banquet Center, 830 E. Lincolnway in Plym-
outh. With questions, call Treat’s at 574-936-3669. 

The fair is open house format, and no registration is 
necessary. 

Bridal fair featuring local 
vendors coming up Jan. 12

of eating, and you may begin craving fresh fruit and veg-
etable juice instead of greasy fat and sugar-laden foods.  

A friend of mine recently approached me testifying to 
his newfound beverage of choice- homemade juice.    In-
stead of consuming a 12-pack or two during a given week-
end, fresh squeezed juice has become his newfound drink.  
He feels lighter, healthier and more vibrant. 

How much juice should you drink?  A small child 
should drink around 6 oz. per day.  Older children should 
consume between 8 and 16 oz., while teenagers and adults 
should drink around 20 oz. per day. Taking it with you to 
work to drink throughout the day, or within 10 minutes 

after working out are options that many people have in-
corporated into their daily regimen.  Enjoy the benefits of 
fresh juices on a daily basis and you will soon notice ener-
gy levels improve in a short amount of time.  Who knows, 
you may be more productive at work, more energetic at 
home and even happier during the long days of winter.  
The invention of juice is one of man’s greatest contribu-
tions to healthy living.

Dana Neer serves as Wellness Coordinator and Coun-
selor at The Culver Academies.  He can be contacted at 
Dana.Neer@culver.org.

Juicing from page 4

the club when 126 youngsters were in attendance. 
Audience member Ginny Munroe, board chair for the CBGC, noted Culver’s program 

is in the top tree in the entire state of Indiana, in terms of percentage of students who are 
club members. 

CBGC members are also receiving quality programming, Monnier said, asking of the 
58,000 hours members spent there in 2012, “Where would that time be spent, if not for 
the club?”

Two thousand hours of homework time took place there last year; without the club, 
Monnier said, “Who knows if they would get it done?”

Indiana, he pointed out, is one of the most obese states in the U.S. 
“A lot of kids, if they go home, will eat Happy Meals, watch TV, and play video 

games. So we feel it’s important to get those kids active.”
In 2012, CBGC members spent around 15,000 combined hours engaged in physical 

activity. The rest of their time, Monnier added, was spent in arts and crafts, technology 
learning, and character building activities. 

The CBGC board held a retreat at Swan Lake resort near Plymouth in November, 
where participants were asked what their dreams are for the youth of Culver. 

“Maybe one day we’ll have our own facility,” he said, adding, “Right now, we’re so 
gracious to be housed in Culver Elementary School.”

Another dream was securing ongoing financial sustainability, something he expects 
the board will discuss more with the public in coming months.

Monnier also described the new free tutoring program underway for CBGC members. 
At present, 15 or 16 youth are signed up for regular tutoring, which so far has been han-

dled via a work-study partnership with nearby Ancilla College. Ancilla, he said, has been 
“really phenomenal” overall in its support of CBGC. Ancilla students recently offered a 
soccer clinic for CBGC members, and the college has been consistently supportive of the 
club during CBGC’s annual auction and campaign.

So, too, has Culver Academies, Monnier explained, whether its hosting or helping fund 
the auction, or hosting club members for visits and activities on Academies grounds. The 
Culver community at large has been “a great support” as well, he said: besides rent-free 
space at the elementary school, Culver’s town park doesn’t charge the club for swim-
ming during the summer. 

The Culver Boys & Girls Club’s summer program also grew “by leaps and bounds” 
last year, Monnier said, thanks in part to a Marshall County Community Foundation 
grant which facilitated expanded programming and more field trips. Attendance grew 
from 25 children per day, on average, in the summer of 2011, to 50 per day in 2012. The 
club is open 12 hours per day in the summertime, he noted.

“It’s hard to teach passion,” Monnier said of garnering ongoing volunteer support for 
the program, particularly in light of his own childhood experiences in the Boys & Girls 
Club, “but  once you’ve experienced it, you share it.”

The Culver Kiwanis Club presented Monnier with a $2,500 check towards the club. 
Also during the meeting, Kiwanis president Trent Bennett shared news with members 

that Culver’s Lake Fest will have increased visibility in the 2013 Indiana Festival Guide, 
copies of which he distributed to members. The guides are available at various locations 
around Culver.

CBGC from page 5

Wolf Creek from page 4
laria, and the dam was finally removed, by court order, 
in 1907. The Marshall County Historical Society still 
sells note cards with a drawing of the Zehner Mill at Wolf 
Creek.

There was, at least for a time, a Wolf Creek Post Office, 
along with a Methodist Church and a small store. Much 
of the property around the mill was, naturally enough, 
owned by members of the Zehner family, and pioneer 
names like Logan, Thompson and Brownlee also show up 
on old plat maps of the area. One of the other surnames 
found in the neighborhood, however, is Hand: and it is the 
Hand family that provides a direct connection to our own 
town. William J. Hand, the founder of the family, came to 
Marshall County in 1843, having married Sabrina Chap-
man in Cleveland, Ohio; they settled next door to the Mc-
Donald family and were parents of six children. The fifth 
of these, William E., eventually became the proprietor of 
a grocery in downtown Culver, on the site of the current 
park—the grocery store building having previously been 
the town schoolhouse.

Sometime—probably more than once—during the Civil 
War, this village of Wolf Creek was visited by one of a 
pair of young brothers who acted as traveling salesmen 
for cast iron stoves made by the McRearys (also brothers) 
of Springfield, Illinois. The salesmen brothers came from 

an Ohio family with four other siblings, but their father, 
a railroad contractor, apparently lost money in the 1850s, 
which led to the children who were able to striking out 
on their own and brought the brothers first to St. Louis 
and then to Springfield. The twenty-something salesman 
caught the eye of William’s twenty-something sister, Jen-
nie, and so on September 1, 1864, eight days before her 
24th birthday, Emily Jane Hand married Henry Harrison 
Culver, at her parents’ home in Wolf Creek.
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A sixth-generation native of Culver (and resident of 

Houghton Street), the Rev. John Wm. Houghton, Ph.D., 
was educated in the Culver-Union Township Schools, 
Woodcraft Camp, the Naval School Band, and Culver 
Military Academy. He holds degrees from Harvard, IU, 
Yale and Notre Dame, and has taught in Culver Summer 
Camps and the Academies, as well as at independent 
schools in Fort Wayne, St. Louis, and Baton Rouge. A fel-
low of the Episcopal Church Foundation and an Episco-
pal priest, he is Chaplain and Chair of the Department of 
Religious Studies at the Hill School in Pottstown, PA. He 
has published a number of academic articles on theology, 
medieval studies, and J. R. R. Tolkien, and is author of a 
novel, Rough Magicke, and of Falconry and Other Poems.

Send news photos, tips, and information to 
culvercitizen@gmail.com 

or call 574-216-0075.


