
By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Culver's Kiwanis Club continued its annual tradition 
of helping two outstanding local youth in their post-high 
school journeys -- lauding an outstanding Kiwanian along 
the way -- at the club's awards banquet last Thursday at the 
Culver Cove banquet room.

Lauded at the event were Culver Girls Academy grad 
Sarah Jamieson and Culver Community High School grad 
John Ahlenius, both of Culver. 

Among many accomplishments during her high school 
career, Jamieson -- daughter of Rod and Susie Jamieson 
--  was a cross country runner (and team captain), member 
of the swim team, track team captain, involved with Re-
lay for Life, the Vedette student newspaper, Spanish and 
French Clubs, the Mexico Mission trip, National Junior 
Honor Society, and ran a half-marathon for Opportunity 
Enterprises Inc., which assists individuals with disabili-
ties. She plans to attend Miami of Ohio to study elemen-
tary education.

John Ahlenius, son of John and Jean Ahlenius, was a 
Boys State delegate, member of National Honor Society, 
Art Club president, multiple award winning football play-
er, sectional champ in wrestling, track pole-vaulter, mem-
ber of the CAVS Service Club, CYCO service club, BIRD 
service project, and assisted with the Culver Boys & Girls 
Club steering committee. He plans to study agri-business 
at Purdue University.

Introducing the recipient of the Barbara Winters Award 
for Excellence, retired longtime CCHS teacher Winters 
called this year's changes "a major step forward for Ki-
wanis." She said when the club's scholarship program be-
gan in 2003, it was "pretty fledgling," and the goal was 
to establish renewable scholarships for local students. She 
explained that last year the club had the foresight to take 
surplus funds and apply them to their fund at the Marshall 
County Community Foundation at the latter's "12-12-12" 
matching event. As a result, scholarship recipients may 
now apply to the Kiwanis Club for scholarship renewals 
each year.

Winters also said the additional scholarship bearing her 
name was a retirement gift from her husband, Ralph, and 
is awarded to one recipient each year. This year's recipient 
was Ahlenius, who Winters said "everybody knows," due 
to his regular presence at service events in the community. 

Accepting the Barbara Winters Award for Excellence, 
Ahlenius said he "couldn't have done so much by myself. 
There are a lot of people in the community helping plan 
events...there was a lot on my plate at times, but I really 
have to thank the people who helped me along the way."

Kiwanis president Trent 
Bennett told the group there 

Kiwanians laud students, 
Bess at annual banquet

Lake Fest 2013: new features and 
old favorites
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CBGC auction builds even brighter future
ABOVE: Friday night’s Culver Boys & Girls Club annual auction was one of the most successful to 
date, not only in terms of funds raised for the well-attended club (over $50,000 -- which will serve the 
approximately 300 youngsters who benefit regularly from it). Held at Culver Academies’ Lay Dining 
Center -- decked out in a Lego theme and colors to reflect its “Building Brighter Futures” moniker 
-- the event included both live and silent auction as well as a live performance from Chicago-based 
comedy troupe Mission Improvable. 
Pictured ABOVE, LEFT is one of the more unusual items in the live auction, a full-sized children’s 
playhouse, in front of which CBGC interim site director Jessye Gilley stands, as the crowd gathered. 
The wide array of items available at the silent auction drew enough interest to keep tables crowded 
and busy. 
ABOVE, RIGHT: Pastor Jacob and wife Chandra Juncker, of Culver’s Wesley United Methodist 
Church, survey a table, as Jim and Judy Sawhook head to another. 
LOWER CENTER: John and Susan Nash of Culver peruse another table. Mission Improvable 
engaged the audience in a variety of zany skits and games, including a sort of on-stage “Mad 
Libs” which brought Culver’s Connie Overmyer to the fore, where she drew as loud a laugh as the 
comedians themselves. 
At LOWER RIGHT, an Improvable member pulls Bill Rhodes into the fun, as Jim Faulker, right, 
laughs along. 
CBGC board chair Ginny Munroe thanked fellow board members -- among many other volunteers 
and donors -- Noreen Faulkner, Bill Githens, Alan Loehr, Dianne Osborn, Jamie Shea, Leslie 
Shepard, Dick Swennumson, Jim Szymusiak, Herb White, and Carol Zeglis for their work in bringing 
the event to fruition.

In Brief
Lake Max Challenge 
SUP event this wkd

The Lake Max Chal-
lenge Stand Up Paddle-
boarding (SUP) event 
will take place this June 
28 through 30 at the town 
park. This year’s event (de-
tails are available at www.
lakemaxchallenge.com) 
will include Friday night 
racing, short course heat 
races, and a paddle stroke 
clinic Friday from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m., for those hoping 
to improve their SUP tech-
nique. Races will also take 
place Saturday and a food 
festival and live music will 
be on hand as well. 
 The town park has des-
ignated Saturday as a free 
day for swimming and 
parking as well. Those 
with questions may con-
tact Sail22 at info@lake-
maxchallenge.com or 574-
889-0022. 
Jr. Football sign-ups

Sign-ups for the 2013 
Junior Football season 
are June 22 from 9 a.m. to 
noon, at the Culver Com-
munity High School li-
brary. All enrollment will 
be online this year with 
only an email address re-
quired. If you do not have 
one, volunteers can help 
you create one when you 
enroll. If you choose to 
enroll online on your own, 
please still plan to attend 
one of these dates to be fit-
ted for equipment and uni-
forms. All are encouraged 
to “like” Culver Junior 
Football on Facebook.
Movie in the park 
Saturday

A movie in the park, 
“The Lorax” will take 
place Saturday, June 22, 
starting about 9:30 p.m. 
Bring a chair or blanket.  
There will be popcorn and 
refreshments.

Pick-up beach volley-
ball continues through the 
summer on Tuesdays and 
Fridays at 7 p.m.
Miller, others 
upcoming at 
Lakehouse music 
series

Matt Miller will perform 
live this Saturday night, 
starting around 9 p.m., the 
latest in the Lakehouse 
Grille’s Saturday night 
live music series. There 
is no cover charge. Other 
upcoming performances 
include Sum of 3 (acous-
tic band, June 29), Seldom 
Told (July 6), Kevin Mc-
Daniel (July 13), Sum of 3 
(July 20), and Half Track 
(July 27; there will be a 
cover charge that night). 
The Lakehouse Grille is 
located at 620 Lake Shore 
Drive in Culver.
Theology of the Body 
for Teens at St. Marys

St. Mary of the Lake 
Catholic Church in Culver 
will present the acclaimed 
series, Theology of the 
Body for Teens, which 
presents the two hottest 
topics on the planet--God 
and sex--and “marries” 
them through the late Pope 
John Paul II’s compelling 
vision for love and life. 
Using a mix of stories, 
real-life examples, activi-
ties, and prayers, the series 
answers questions teens 
have about their own bod-
ies, sexual morality, and 
how they were uniquely 
created for greatness. The 
six-week series will begin 
Sunday, June 23 at noon at 
the church. Contact Beth 
Paré at 574-274-7097 or 
parefamily@att.net.
Vision workshop 
for Culver’s future 
Monday

See Briefs page 5
www.culvercitizen.com

E-mail: 
culvercitizen@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/culvercitizen
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Dilts honored for service
Honored at the Culver-Union Twp. EMS' most recent meeting was retiring member Ruth 
Dilts, who Brandon Cooper noted started volunteering with the service in 1993. Since then, 
she's been director (starting in 2001, before being called into military service after Sept. 11 
of that year), instructor, and full-time member. 
"It speaks a lot about a person to volunteer to come in and do this," said Cooper. "We want 
to honor her and invite her back whenever she's ready to come back!"
Dilts told the Citizen she "never thought about the pay. I just wanted to serve our community. 
"I can remember my first accident out by Chadwick Shores," she continues. "The young 
man had a compound fracture to his arm. At first it made me sick to my stomach, but I col-
lected myself and did what needed to be done. It takes a special person to be a volunteer 
such as on the EMS. You need to do it for others and not for yourself. And sometimes its 
a thankless job. But you keep serving and the reward is in knowing you were there to help.
"There is nothing like giving family members the extra time to say good bye, or to comfort 
a child when mom is giving birth, or just to give someone a hug when they are facing their 
worse nightmare. I want to thank CUTEMS for the many memories, and hope the younger 
generation will walk in my footsteps."

In case you were wondering, yes, there will most certainly be a 2013 Culver Lake Fest, 
and in fact its schedule is completed and available in full at www.culverlakefest.com (it 
will be published in The Culver Citizen closer to the event itself). 

This year’s theme is, “A Community that Serves,” and appropriately enough, Culver’s 
ever-serving Lions Club has been designated as the collective parade marshal (or of 
course, marshals). 

The fun begins Friday, July 19, when the Culver Kiwanis Club’s noon golf outing 
launches at Mystic Hills (contact Julie Bess to register).

By 4 p.m. the food, arts and crafts, games, commercial and informational booths will 
be open (until 10 p.m.), and the Lake Maxinkuckee Environmental Council-sponsored 
second annual canoe-kayak-SUP poker run will help get things started at 6 p.m. It  will 
take participants all along the west shore, from the park to Long Point, and back again. 
The route is mixed up this year to make it just a bit more challenging, and prizes will be 
awarded at 7:30 p.m. at the Culver park lighthouse.

LMEC executive director Kathy Clark says last year’s first competition brought in 
“tons of people, who “showed up with wooden kayaks, colorful canoes, brand new SUPs, 
a competitive spirit, and lots of smiles.”

Registration is available via www.lakemax.org  or www.culverlakefest.com; the reg-
istration fee of $10, to Culver Lake Fest, P.O. Box 146, Culver, IN 46511.  Register be-
tween now and July 8 to receive a ball cap commemorating the event (available only to 
the first 60 people registered).  On-site registration will be available starting at 5 p.m. at 
the Culver park lighthous. Cost then is $15 and hats will not be available.  

Also new this year is the Great Purse Extravaganza from 2 to 5 p.m. at the train depot, a 
new version of a popular event from a few years back during which a wide array of used 
purses are sold to benefit Hello Gorgeous, which “pampers” 
women battling cancer via spa and hair treatments at Mi- See Lake Fest page 11
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Clifton wedding celebration honors 
Culver generations 
The wedding of Marine Lance Corporal Jeffrey Clifton and Carissa Marie Wyatt June 
8 brought a bit of family history through downtown Culver, as Clifton's grandfather, 
Terry Clifton, drove the 1954 IHC tractor which belonged to Charles Clifton, Jeffrey's great grandfather, through down-
town Culver with the wedding party in a hay wagon. The party was on its way to the Manchester Farm of the late Dean 
and Gweneth, great grandparents, for their reception.
Jeffrey Clifton is a 2009 Culver Comm. High School graduate and the son of Len and Lorinda Clifton. He has departed 
for his next training at the K-Bay Marine Corps Air Station in Hawaii, after receiving permission to depart late to make 
his his wedding date. He will be stationed there for three to five years.
Clifton married Carissa Marie Wyatt of Kewanna, the daughter of Leslie and Rodney Hawkey  and Scott and Chris 
Wyatt, at the Poplar Grove United Methodist Church in Culver.
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Kiwanis from page 1

The Culver town park's Concerts in the Park series con-
tinues this Saturday, June 29 at 7 p.m. with Jerry Arm-
strong, who will perform a "Las Vegas style" show alter-
n a t e l y as Elvis, Dean Martin, Neil Diamond, and 
Frank Sinatra, at the west pavilion.

Performing for over 25 years, 
Armstrong (www.armstrongen-
tertainment.org) has entertained 

crowds throughout the Midwest, 
a n d is known for his "dead on" 

vocals, and all with a touch of 
humor.

The performance is free 
and open 

to the 
public. 

Armstrong’s Sinatra, Elvis at 
Saturday’s concert in the park

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Members of town council debated timing and details on 
a proposed meeting to discuss the future of Culver's EMS 
service, particularly given state-mandated changes sched-
uled to go into effect in 2014, and those to be required by 
the Affordable Care Act. 

Discussion began during the June 11 meeting of Cul-
ver's town council, when council member Bill Githens 
requested a work session with town council, the EMS ex-

ecutive board, the Union Township board, and the citizens 
of Culver over the matter, a meeting he said he'd request-
ed during three previous meetings. He noted he and oth-
ers have attended the past three quarterly state-level EMS 
Commission meetings in Brownsburg, Indiana to gather 
information on the matter. 

"We have serious decisions to make as to the level of 
service we're going to have and how we can afford it," 
said Githens. "I would rather we be a leader for commu-
nities of our size than be told what to do by Plymouth or 

anyone else."
Council president Sal-

ly Ricciardi, who said the 
state regularly changes the 
rules regarding levels of 
service and requirements, 
added, "I think it would be 
more appropriate to have a 
meeting in this room with 
the interested parties first, 
and then if it becomes a 
major problem, then we 

can meet in a larger building...we can discuss it, but until 
we know exactly what the state is requiring, it would be 
premature."

Council member Ginny Munroe suggested there would 
be a great deal of information to gather prior to a meeting, 
so June might be too soon to hold one. 

Githens said the EMS department can't afford its cur-
rent service.

"We only bring in $150,000 in revenue and it costs 
$300,000, so you're in the hole. Do we need to go to ba-
sic, or basic advanced? We can't afford to go paramedic. 
We can't get enough volunteers....we're paying people to 
come down from Plymouth."

Ricciardi said the ambulance service "was never meant 
to be self-supporting," and instead derives one-third of its 
funding from billing for ambulance runs, and one-third 
each from the town and township. 

"You make it sound as though it's a losing business," she 
added. She also asked who comprises the "we" Githens 
referred to. 

Githens noted Culver resident Al Nyby "has done a 
great in-depth detail of EMS," adding the service has had 

an average of 450 runs in 
the past five years. 

Munroe said she didn't 
disagree a meeting is need-
ed, but pointed out such 

Council debates meeting on future of Culver EMS

See Council page 11

were four scholarships at the awards banquet in years past, 
but this year's reduction to two is due to the newly renew-
able nature of those scholarships. 

"We felt keeping the kids in school was something 
we wanted to do," he added, noting the club's various 
fund-raising events throughout the year make up the bal-
ance of funds used for scholarships outside what's drawn 
from the MCCF fund.

Bennett also introduced this year's Kiwanian of the Year, 
a designation voted upon by members; past recipients, he 
noted, have included Dusty Henricks, Dick Brantingham, 
and Latham Lawson, among others. 

Introducing recipient Julie Bess, Bennett said many 
members who work their way up to the position of presi-
dent within the club -- as Bess has been -- "then fade, but 
she hasn't."

Instead, he said, Bess remains active, chairing the club's 
fund raising committee, golf outing, by-law committee, 
and now its scholarship committee. 
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LEFT: Recipients 
of Kiwanis Club 
scholarships with 
their parents and 
Kiwanian of the 
Year. From left: Rod 
and Susie Jamieson 
and daughter Sarah; 
Kiwanian of the Year 
Julie Bess (also 
head of the club’s 
scholarship commit-
tee), recipient John 
Ahlenius and par-
ents Jean and John; 
Barbara Winters, 
presenter of a schol-
arship in her name; 
and Kiwanis presi-
dent Trent Bennett.

Culver ‘super storm’ fails to materialize
Dire warnings to the contrary, last Wednesday’s pre-

dicted “derecho” storm, which forecasters said might 
well bring 70 to 100 mph straight-line winds, thankful-
ly turned out to be far less severe than expected, even 
in hardest-hit areas north of Culver. The county tornado 
siren reflected a report of a funnel cloud west of Culver, 
though its existence was never substantiated. 

The storm, however, did bring copious amounts of rain 
and lightning, and plenty of excitement, however brief.

Obits2
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Death notice

After a 14-day police mobilization, the 2013 Click It or 
Ticket seat belt enforcement campaign in Culver comes 
to an end with an announcement by the Culver Police De-
partment that multiple seat belt tickets and child restraint 
citations were issued during the region’s special safety 
crackdown. Other citations issued were Driving While 
Suspended and Speeding. Arrests were also made for Op-
erating a Vehicle While Intoxicated and for Driving While 
Suspended. In all, approximately 100 citations and warn-
ings were issued during the campaign.

According to the latest preliminary statistics from the 
U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, 86 percent of passenger 
vehicle occupants across the nation in 2012 were wearing 
seat belts—an all-time high rate.

High-visibility enforcement such as the Click It or 
Ticket mobilization is credited with increasing the nation-
al belt usage rate from 58 percent in 1994 to the estimated 
observed usage rate of 86 percent in 2012.  Belt use saves 
thousands of lives across America each year. NHTSA sta-
tistics show that in 2011 alone, seat belts saved an esti-

mated 11,949 lives nationwide.
For more on the national Click It or Ticket mobilization, 

please visit www.nhtsa.gov.

Community3

WINAMAC — Joseph Nicholas Keller passed away at 
Hickory Creek Nursing Home in Winamac at 11 a.m. June 
10, 2013. 

He was born in Monterey on Dec. 4, 1914, the youngest 
child of Joseph G. and Maggie (Hartman) Keller.

Joe lived in the Monterey community his entire life. 
He attended Holy Family Catholic School and graduated 
from Monterey High School in 1933. After high school he 
went to Ball State University for a year, but soon learned 
that he wanted to return to the farm. He was a lifelong 
member of St. Anne Catholic Church in Monterey.

Until he lost his sight, Joe was an avid reader. Then he 
began to listen to books on tape from the State Library. 
His hobbies included listening to and taping music from 
the radio, especially music from the '30s. He also enjoyed 
having a garden and several fruit trees. After he retired 
from farming and milking cows, he took up cooking and 
baking, always searching for new recipes.

He leaves several nieces and nephews: Patricia O’Don-

nell (John), Ruth Zehner (Don), John Keller (Colleen), 
Tom Keller (Toni), Mary Personett (Gene), Bob Keller 
(Sheila), Jim Keller (Bertie), Jerry Keller (Rea), Dan 
Keller (Peggy), and Margie Wise (Tim). A nephew, Clem 
Keller Jr. (Jean) preceded him in death. He also leaves 
many great-nieces and nephews and many great-great-
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
brothers, Cecil and Clement Keller and his sister, Laura 
Keller.

Viewing was at the Odom Funeral Home in Culver on 
Thursday, June 13, 2013 from 4 to 8 p.m. Funeral services 
were held at St. Anne Catholic Church in Monterey on 
Friday, June 14 at 11 a.m. Burial followed in St. Anne 
Cemetery.

Memorials may be given to the church.
Condolences may be sent to the family via the obituary 

page at www.odomfuneralhome.com.
The Odom Funeral Home, Culver, is in charge of ar-

rangements.  McKinnis service Thursday
A funeral service for Esther 'Essie' McKinnis, 80, who 

died June 5, 2013 will take place Thursday, June 20 at St. 
Mary of the Lake Catholic Church, 124 College Ave., in 
Culver. Visitation will be from 10 to 11 a.m. The memo-
rial service will take place at 11 a.m., with Father Jeffrey 
Largent leading. Lunch will be served after the service, in 
the church basement.

Memorial Remembrances can be sent to the Center for 
Hospice Care, 112 South Center Street Suite C, Plymouth, 
Indiana, 46563 (www.centerforhospice.org) or Marshall 
County Humane Society, PO Box 22, Plymouth, Indiana 
46563(www.mchsshelter.org).

By Jeff Kenney 
Citizen editor

Members of Culver's Kiwanis Club recently conclud-
ed their opportunity to weigh in on Culver's upcoming 
comprehensive plan, following up on previous meetings 
during which members worked through the community 
questionnaire utilized at previous events and available on-
line (residents are asked to contribute at www.hlplanning.
com/dnn/culver).

The meeting, led by Kiwanian Ralph Winters, revisited 
several recurring themes including more job opportunities 
at all skill levels, affordable housing (which Winters not-
ed may differ from person to person, depending upon in-
come), and a lack of full-time residents in the community. 

"The retailers (in Culver) quite legitimately want to 
get more events in Culver to bring more traffic and busi-
ness," Winters commented. "In my opinion if you don't 
have full-time residents, you don't have a steady stream 
of traffic."

Also discussed was the Culver area's declining school 
population, with Winters pointing out graduating classes 
in the late 1960s when Culver Community High School 
was first formed were in the range of 125 students, while 
this year's graduating class was just 48. Land to develop 
housing and commercial properties was also discussed.

Kiwanian Dick Swennumson asked if a much-discussed 
stand-alone facility for the Culver Boys & Girls Club -- 

which presently meets on Culver Comm. Schools proper-
ty -- is viable given the shrinking school population. He 
pointed to the trend of local homes being purchased by 
parents of current Culver Academies students but left un-
occupied much of the year as "an issue," and emphasized 
the need for housing affordable for young families as well 
as public school teachers, most of whom do not currently 
live in Culver. 

Club member Fred Kowalinski pointed to the need for 
land for development, and the need to recruit business 
and industry to Culver. Fellow member Dick Branting-
ham pressed for continual growth of infrastructure to sup-
port whatever development might take place. In addition 
to the need to attract new business, Kiwanian John Bart-
lett suggested the need to continue to promote Culver as 
a destination, rich as it is with attractions such as Pete 
Dye golf course Mystic Hills and events such as the Lake 
Maxinkuckee Triathlon.

Latham Lawson called attention to the bottom line: 
money.

"We came to Culver in 1959," said the retired local 
high school teacher. "We bought a lot in 1960 and built a 
house. Another teacher came to me and said, 'I'll loan you 
the money.' We've been here ever since. What we need is 
money. Call it anything you want to, but we need invest-
ment money."

Winters concurred, using the example of land as one 

important component of the discussion for which "few 
individuals have the ability to write that check; but how 
many of you would write a check to go into a pool to do 
something? That takes trust in whoever's organizing the 
pool."

It was also suggested a think tank or consortium involv-
ing those with appropriate backgrounds from the town, 
lake, and Academies communities could be formed to 
consider "out of the box" solutions for the crisis facing 
Culver's increasingly under-funded public schools. 

Deed restrictions were brought up as a possible means 
of maintaining a base of affordable housing to attract a 
greater year-round community. 

Member Kathy Clark pointed to the need to properly 
care for the south side of Culver, which she suggested is 
an area "no one pays attention to," but which is in need of 
improved sidewalks, streets, curbs, and trees. 

"If the town invests in that area it could attract people 
from outside," she said. "There are 20 houses down there 
and some are in such bad shape. Nobody wants to look at 
them because the whole neighborhood needs attention...
when you leave this couple blocks (in downtown Culver), 
you're in a seriously blighted area."

She suggested the town could help facilitate purchase of 
dilapidated homes for improvement and deed restrictions. 

Brantingham also suggested a model similar to Habitat 
for Humanity housing could be adapted here. 

Housing, land development center of further comp plan discussion among Kiwanians

Joseph Nicholas Keller
Dec. 4, 1914 - June 10, 2013

Culver P.D. completes Click It or Ticket crackdown

Keep up with the latest Culver news 
online at 

www.culvercitizen.com
and facebook.com/culvercitizen

‘Chairs for Charity on display 
this week

You can ‘tour’ an array of artistically altered 
chairs up for auction at the Culver Tri 
Kappa Chairs for Charity fund-raising 
banquet and auction (which takes place 
Sat., June 29 at the Culver Cove), and now 
on display at a number of area businesses.  

Chair drop off was successfully 
completed Satur- day. 

 Tickets are still available for 
$20, which in- cludes compli-
mentary wine and b e e r (until 8 p.m.; bar 
converts to cash bar after) and appetizers, 
not to mention the satis- faction of know-
ing that these funds g o direct- ly back to the 
Culver community. For tickets contact Dorothea 
Ragsdale at 574-339-0913  dnragsdale@hotmail.com. 
Information and chair photos may be seen at fcebook.
com/ChairsForCharityTriKappaCulverIndiana. 



To share a meal at REAL Meals, call Ruth Walker at the nutrition 
site (the Culver beach lodge) before 11 a.m. the day before for res-
ervations, at 574-842-8878. A donation is suggested for each meal.

Thur.,  June 20: BBQ chicken thigh, baked beans, coleslaw, 
corn bread, fruited Jello.

Fri., June 21: Mexican lasagna, creamed corn, salad and dress-
ing, cobbler.

Mon., June 24: Chili dog, spudsters, carrot slaw, dessert.

Tues., June 25: Scrambled eggs with cheese and peppers. hash-
brown casserole, yogurt, peaches, coffee cake.

Wed., June 26: Oven fried chicken, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, bread and margarine, dessert. 

Thur., June 27: Beef and mushroom in gravy over rice, Brussels 
sprouts, bread and margarine, Mandarin oranges.
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Several readers recognized last 
week’s Mystery Citizen, Brandon 
Cooper, who is not only vice di-
rector of Culver’s EMS, but also 
a Marshall County patrolman 
and K9 officer. Among lucky 
winners of free parking in down-
town Culver (our coveted prize!) 
are Carin Clifton, Kimberly Irsa, 
Heather Newman, Joshua Wynn, 
Justin Croy, Nicky Dilts, Emi-
ly Osborn-Rogers, Jackie Mc-

manaway, and Josh Brady. 
This week’s Mystery Citizen is another Culver native, 

and a familiar face for several years at a longstanding lo-
cal institution where he assists a number of people on a 
regular basis. 

 Guesses may be emailed to culvercitizen@gmail.
com or call 
the editor 
at 574-216-
0075.

Name that Culver ‘citizen’

BELOW: Last week’s 
Mystery Citizen, 
Brandon Cooper, 
then and now. 
RIGHT: This week’s 
Mystery Citizen.

meetings have taken place repeatedly in recent years and 
tend to "go in big circles, over and over." She also said she 
needs data in advance of any meeting scheduled, to ana-
lyze it prior to the meeting. Githens said he would provide 
the data. 

"EMS has had the data for over a year and they haven't 
done Jack," he added. Responding to Ricciardi's query 
whether he had spoken to EMS director Bob Cooper III, 
Githens said he spoke to Cooper after the last meeting. 

"I'm willing to listen," he said, "but we've got to do 
something."

Council actions at the meeting included agreement to 
put out for bid a bucket truck for the town, whose current 
service truck needs its transmission replaced, and sched-
uling of an executive session for June 25 to review town 
manager Dave Schoeff's performance.

In EMS director Cooper's absence, Schoeff presented 
three letters of recommendations for EMS volunteers re-
questing reimbursement for training at $700 each. Each 
will sign a contract that they will complete a year of ser-
vice. Council voted in favor of the contracts.

Fire chief Terry Wakefield explained the department will 
have its "jaws of life" serviced at a cost of $800. Follow-
ing discussion of three estimates for a partner saw ranging 
from $840 to $1,010, council voted to purchase a $1,010 
saw from Culver Power Equipment, as a local business.

Wakefield also reported two fire fighters attended a cer-
tified dive class at a cost of $399 each and both took the 
opportunity to attend an additional class for certification 
for full face mask at $170 each. Council approved the cost.

Park superintendent Kelly Young said she is advertising 
for two to three new lifeguards to cover additional hours, 
following the park board's recent vote to have life guards 
on duty until 9 p.m. daily.

Council approved town clerk Karen Heim's request to 
hire Umbaugh and Associates to complete the town bud-
get at a cost of $8,400, as well as two claims from Miller 
Norcen Insurance for an accident policy for the fire de-
partment in the amount of $3,208 and an accident policy 
for the EMS in the amount of $3,801. 

Town attorney Jim Clevenger reported county building 
inspector Chuck DeWitt inspected property on State Road 
17 previously owned by Hoosier Capital Holdings LLC, 
and now by Mark Rogers. Rogers has completed work re-
quested and asked that an unsafe building order be lifted. 
Culver building commissioner Russ Mason has inspected 
the property and agrees with lifting the order. 

Culver resident Rhonda Reinhold discussed major wa-
ter-related problems at her home, explaining she was told 
she didn't have a water leak in the pipes leading into her 
home after a town check last fall. However, she said this 
spring a leak was found between her town water hook-up 
and the water meter. She requested the town split the cost 
of digging out the pipe. 

Ricciardi raised concerns that town cost sharing would 
set a precedent, since the leak was in her portion of the 
pipe and not the town's. Reinhold also expressed concern 
with runoff water and deteriorating curbs along Washing-
ton Street, whose corner her home shares with Ohio Street. 
The council agreed to further examine the issue concern-
ing possible solutions regarding the sidewalk, curbing and 
street.

A work session will take place at 5 p.m. Tuesday, June 
25 to discuss a plan for maintaining new landscaping on 
Main Street, following a request by Sue McInturff, owner 
of the Diva shop on that street.

Council voted to send a letter requesting clean-up of a 
building owned by Northstar Plumbing and Heating, lo-
cated at the corner of Slate and Jefferson Streets, after 
Munroe reported a complaint had been made to her about 
the property. 

Munroe also suggested the town consider replacing 
lighting and posts belonging to NIPSCO in the Lake Shore 
Drive business district with similar posts and lighting to 
those added during the recent downtown revitalization on 
Main Street. Munroe said she had requested a meeting be 
set up with NIPSCO regarding the deteriorated appear-
ance of the poles, at a previous council meeting. Town 
utilities manager Bob Porter suggested it would be ideal 
to rectify drainage issues in the area before adding new 
lighting there. Mark Sullivan, Commonwealth Engineers, 
is scheduled to bring the town a proposal to study the issue 
June 17. 

After reminding those in attendance of the Culver Boys 
& Girls Club auction that Friday, Munroe thanked Kelly 
Young, Porter, Schoeff, and EMS for their contributions 
to the event, as well as local businesses for their support. 
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By Jeff Kenney
We're nearing our journey to 

"uptown" in this series of "virtual" 
walks through the spaces and plac-
es of Culver's past, but first we need 
to stop off in an area which became 
something of Culver's de facto "in-
dustrial park" (though that's a bit of 
a stretch) fairly recently in the big 
scheme of all things historical.

I'm speaking of West Mill Street 
near its intersection with State Road 
17, which first came onto the scene as 
a manufacturing site in Sept., 1965, 
when it was announced negotia-
tions were being made for Valpara-
iso-based Mc Gills Manufacturing 
Inc., makers of precision ball and 
roller bearings, to come to Culver. 
The now-defunct Jaycees headed 
up arrangements for the company's 
move, which included purchase of 
58 acres previously owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. George Franz. The late 
George, a contractor, had purschased the farm of 187 acres in 
1957 when he moved to Culver from Crown Point. 

Ground was broken for the one-story, 60,000 foot plant 
that November. The property, of course, had been rezoned 
for heavy manufacturing, and Culver's winning of the fierce 
competition from neighboring towns to be the McGills site 
was the result of community partnerships with municipal en-
tities, the Chamber of Commerce, and others. 

James McGill had moved his Crescent Company from 
Chicago to Valparaiso in 1905, changing its name to his own 
in 1910 and developing a number of products in the decades 
which followed. Culver joined other Indiana communities 
(Valparaiso, Malden, and Monticello) as well as plants in El 
Paso, TX and Taiwan hosting McGills plants. 

Harold Fritz was named the first plant manager at the Cul-
ver facility (in 1968, he was replaced by Donald Hamilton). 
The initial employment of 25 was expected to expand to 60 
in 1966. 

In 1973, the McGills company doubled the plant's size as 
production increased -- as did employment, of course, which 
swelled to 300. 

Into the 1980s, McGills would be a robust source of em-
ployment for residents of Culver and beyond. Contrary to 
the challenging housing market of today, Culver during this 
period could accommodate a number of McGills-employed 
families whose members helped make up the active lead-
ership and participation in the community's service clubs, 
scout groups, churches, and various organizations. 

But by March, 1985, a union strike -- primarily over se-
niority rights -- had begun at the plant, and at times things 
got ugly. 

In June, the 
International 
Association 
of Machinin-
ists and Aero-
space work-
ers met with 
r ep resen ta -
tives of the 
McGill Man-
u f a c t u r i n g 
Comompany 
and reached 
an agreement 
on a new 
contract after 
the company 
a n n o u n c e d 
plans to close 
the plant. In 
the ensuing 
weeks, only 
about 60 of 
the 275 sala-

ried workers were back on the job, and McGills anounced the 
plant would close no later than July 31, changing the makeup 
of the community forever. 

That same year, McGills representatives began discussions 
with the Walker Muffler company in Racine, Wisconsin, in 
hopes of selling the building to them, a sale which finally 
took place in 1991. Walker-Tennaco, "the world's leading 
producer and marketer of ride control and exhaust products 
and systems," would occupy the building for nine years, 
though it's apparent from an article on the company's website 
that an earlier closing would have been preferred. 

Instead, the Culver plant shut its doors July 14, 2000, leav-
ing it vacant for the next few years, though several individ-
uals and entities in Culver worked vigorously to facilitate a 
new tennant occupying the space. 

Illinois-based Elkay, in business for 93 years, began in 
stainless steel sinks and about 20 years ago expanded into 
the cabinetry business. The company had purchased Minne-
sota-based Medallion back in 1993. In 2005, the company fi-
nally started cabinet production (under the Medallion banner) 
in Culver, and last year undertook major renovations of the 
plant and its equipment, with plans announced to continue 
expanding production to meet sales in national-level chains. 
Currently, Elkay in Culver employs around 260, though un-
fortunately few are residents of Culver as in the days of Mc-
Gills, a situation many here hope to rectify as discussions 
towards Culver's comprehensive plan have demonstrated. 
Discussion has also centered in Culver on the possibility of 
partnering to bring compatible companies to the acerage ad-
jacent to the actual Elkay plant, which the company owns. 

“Culver History Corner” 
is a semi-reg ular feature 

sponsored by the Antiquar-
ian and Historical Society 
of Culver. whose quarterly 

newsletter is also sponsored 
in The Culver Citizen.

If these walls could talk: McGills, Walker, and Elkay
LEFT: Strikers 
at McGills in 
1985. 

BELOW: the 
McGills plant in 
the 1970s.

REAL Meals menu
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WWII vet Rouch reminds Culverites of veterans’ sacrifice
Culver’s VFW Post 6919 honored veterans on Memorial Day, May 

27 at the Culver Masonic Cemetery. Post commander Brian Linhart led 
the ceremony in the Pledge of Allegiance and introduced Jud Rouch, 
USN Ret. as the guest speaker. Rouch served in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. Rouch said in his message, "an American veteran is an 
individual that some time in their life made a contract with the U.S. 
government to give anything asked of them, up to and including their 
life. All gave some, some gave all."

Rouch also expressed that he "lost personal friends that remained 
entombed in the bottom of the sea" and "all that remains are the mem-
ories of their valiant achievements and heart wrenching losses."

After Rouch finished representatives of post, ladies’ auxiliary, and 
men’s auxiliary laid wreaths at the veterans’ memorial in the cemetery.

Others participating in the ceremony were VFW 6919 honor guard, 
Culver Fire Department, and the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of Culver.

Rouch’s speech can be viewed with additional photos on VFW Post 
6919 Facebook page.

Community4

Culver VFW Post Commander Brian Linhart, left, and 
Jud Rouch, right.
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Culver area residents are asked to be part of a Commu-
nity Vision Workshop where residents, business owners, 
elected and appointed officials, members of the consultant 
team and other stakeholders will work together to create 
a vision for the Town of Culver.  The even will take place 
June 24 at 6:30 p.m. at the Culver Comm. High School 
cafeteria Those with any questions or comments related 
to the Town of Culver Comprehensive Plan may contact 
David Schoeff, Town Manager at 574-842-3140 or town-
manager@townofculver.org.
Coaches needed at Culver Comm. High 
School

The following paid coaching positions are in need of 
filling at Culver Comm. High School for this fall: varsity 
assistant football, head cross country coach, and head soft-
ball coach. Please contact Andy Thomas at 574-842-3391 
or thomasa@culver.k12.in.us with questions or interest.
Card class at CUTPL June 25

Marge Keltner will teach a pinafore card class at the 
Culver Public Library Tuesday, June 25 at 10 a.m. Call 
the Culver library to register at 574-842-2941. The event 
is sponsored by the Friends of the Culver Library.
Craft time at park June 26

A craft time for kids aged 11 to 15 will take place at the 
west pavilion of Culver’s town park Wed., June 26 at 10 
a.m., weather permitting (it will be moved indoors if rain).  
Registration is required by June 25 with a $2 fee per child.  
Please call to register at 574-842-3510.
Vonnegut exhibit at museum

The Center for Culver History will host the Kurt Von-
negut Memorial Library’s traveling exhibit as well as lo-
cal history and memorabilia of the Vonnegut family on 
the shores of Lake Maxinkuckee.  The exhibit will run 
through July 20, and is free.  The Center for Culver His-
tory is located in the lower level of the original Carnegie 
library in downtown Culver. Visit www.culverahs.com for 
more information.
Tri Kappa Chairs for Charity June 29

Culver Tri-Kappa’s bi-annual Chairs for Charity returns 
Saturday, June 29 at the Culver Cove resort on Jefferson 
Street. The evening begins with a reception, hors d’oeu-
vres, and silent auction. At 8 p.m. the live auction begins.
Chairs, donated by Tri-Kappa members and artists in the 
Culver community, are artistically altered to create artistic 
content in a variety of themes. Tri-Kappa is encouraging 
members of the community to find a chair and give it a 
new life for the event. The chairs will be displayed in var-
ious businesses around town for two weeks leading up to 
the event. Proceeds from the event go to area children’s 
education and other community needs. Please contact 
Kathy Rich bkrich@culcom.net or Dorothea Ragsdale,  
dnoyesragsdale@hotmail.com.
Culver High School reunion June 29

The Culver High School (CHS) reunion will take place 
Saturday, June 29, at the cafeteria for the Culver Commu-
nity Schools Middle School/High School. Doors will open 
at 6 p.m. and close at 9 p.m. Please forward requests for 
tickets (and .jpg files of photographs such as those men-
tioned above via CD) to: Thomas L. Curtis, 464 Lake St., 
Culver, IN 46511-1315, or e-mail tlcurtis@mediacombb.
net or call 508-369-1506. 
Quilts on display in July

The Susanna Circle Quilters, a circle of the United 
Methodist Women, will have a quilt display at the Culver 
Union Township Library during the month of July.  Stop 
by during the regular hours to see some lovely qults.
Blood drive July 10

The American Red Cross will hold a blood drive Weds., 
July 10, from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., in the ground floor 
meeting room of the Culver Public Library, 107 N. Main 
Street in downtown Culver.
Apps available for BIRD service  help

The student-run community service organization BIRD 
(Building, Inspiring, Recreating and Discovering) is plan-
ning a one-day community service event August 3, which 

will spread volunteers throughout homes of elderly, dis-
abled and financially unstable to provide at-home services 
to those who cannot do, or afford it, themselves. Applica-
tions for those wishing service may be found at Culver’s 
town hall and public library or they may call 216-280-
5065. Residents are asked to request help by July 27 so 
volunteers can acquire necessary supplies. Volunteers may 
sign up as far as the day of the event at the same number.
Lakeside service, new schedule at Wesley

Wesley United Methodist Church has  transitioned to a 
new summer schedule. The lakeside worship service will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. at the depot/train station at the town 
park. This service will be less formal and will last approx-
imately 37 minutes.

The Sanctuary service  will  start at 10 a.m.  It will be a 
more traditional service that lasts approximately an hour 
and three minutes.

During this summer schedule, there will be no  Sun-
day School or  childcare provided during worship. If you 
would like to offer your musical talents at one of these ser-
vices, please contact our Director of Music, Dave Kitchell 
(ddktchll@memphis.edu).
Town hall Saturday hours

During June, July and August, Culver’s town hall will 
be open Saturday mornings from 9 to 10 a.m. in addition 
to the regular weekday hours. Call 574-842-3140 with 
questions.
Great Purse Extravaganza returns

The “Great Purse Extravaganza” to raise funds for 
“Hello Gorgeous” in Culver returns this sum mer, with the 
purse sale event to take place at the Culver depot during 
this year’s Lake Fest, July 20, 2 to 5 p.m.

“Hello Gorgeous,” sponsored by Michelle’s Headquar-
ters in Culver, creates a special day of hair and spa treat-
ments and a welcome party for women battling cancer. 
Used purses may be dropped off at Michelle’s, Culver 
Coffee Co., or Fisher & Co., in Culver before June 31. 
Call 574-842-2662 with questions.
Summer Reading activities

Summer Reading activities at the Culver-Union Twp. 
Public Library in the next few weeks include a Pirate 
Party (Wed., June 19, 3 p.m.), coffee ground fossils (Fri., 
June 21, 10:30 a.m.), Fairy dust making (Mon., June 24, 
3 p.m.), live animals with Indiana Wild! (Tues., July 2, 1 
p.m.), Dirt Day (Wed., July 10, 3 p.m.), moon sand mak-
ing (Fri., July 19, 10:30 a.m.), terrariums to make and 
take (Mon., July 22, 3 p.m.), wire mummy making (Wed., 
July 31, 4 p.m.). Summer reading ends Fri., Aug. 2. On-
going in the library’s children’s area will be story times 
-- including stories, songs, and crafts -- on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. Free lunches will be served at 
the library Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11:15 a.m. for any 
child under 18. Lunches are provided by the Culver Com-
munity School Corporation. Check www.culver.lib.in.us 
for more activities. 
CBGC summer program moves to middle school

The Culver Boys & Girls Club summer program will be 
open from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
This year’s program includes field trips to Amish Acres 
and the Water Park as well as weekly visits to the local 
beach and library.  This summer, the program will be held 
at Culver Community Middle School.  For more informa-
tion on the program and fees, please visit www.bgcculver.
org or call Jessye Gilley at 574-250-0103.  
Culver A Capella group launching this month

For those who love to sing….just not in front of anyone, 
the Aubbeenaubbee A Cappella singing group is open to 
people 16 and over who want to sing, just for fun. Those 
interested are encouraged to have fun, improve their health 
(really!) and meet new friends while making beautiful 
music together. Beginning June 11, thr group will meet in 
the St. Mary of the Lake Church basement Tuesdays from 
5 to 6 p.m. For more information, contact Beth Paré at 
574-274-7097 or parefamily@att.net.
Culver Farmer’s Market open

The Culver Farmer’s Market has opened for the season 

each Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon at the corner of Jeffer-
son and Ohio Streets (across from CVS Pharmacy).  Inter-
ested produce and flower vendors are encouraged to call 
Barb at 574-842-2648.

CUTPL Adult Summer Reading program
Culver-Union Township Public Library’s Adult Sum-

mer Reading is open to adults of all ages, with programs, 
prizes, book discussions, and special events. Programs 
include “Making Your Garden Grow” with Master Gar-
dener, Bob Yoder (June 20, 1 to 3 p.m.); a book discus-
sion of “The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald (June 
22, 1:30 p.m.); screening of “Everglades of the North,” a 
documentary about the Grand Kankakee Marsh (July 8, 6 
p.m.); a Q and A with one of the film producers (July 15, 6 
p.m.); “Digging for Your Roots: A Beginner’s Genealogy 
Workshop” with genealogist Monty Peden (July 23, 1 to 
3 p.m.). The program begins June 3 and will run through 
August 2. 

Summer food program 
The Culver Community Schools summer food program  

offers free meals for children 18 years of age and younger 
and people with disabilities (regardless of age) who par-
ticipate in special education programs. Adults may eat, 
but breakfast is $1.50 and lunch $3. All meals must be 
eaten on site. Locations include: Culver High School (en-
ter through middle school doors), June 3 through August 
9. Breakfast: 7:45 to 9 a.m. Lunch: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Former Monterey Elementary, June 3 to July 12. Lunch 
noon to 12:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Culver Pub-
lic Library, June 10 to Aug. 1, 11:15 to 11:45 a.m. (Tues. 
and Thurs. storytelling and craft). Aubbeenaubee Twp. 
Community Bldg., June 3 to July 26. Lunch: 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Ora Gospel Chapel Church basement, June 
3 to June 28. Lunch: 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. EST. All sites 
will be closed on July 4 and 5. Those with questions may 
contact Carin Clifton, food service director, at 574-842-
3391 ext. 3113.
4H board fund-raiser July 13

Marshall County 4-H Fair Board is having a Nelson’s 
Port-A-Pit Chicken fund raiser Saturday July 13 at the 
Marshall County 4-H Fair Grounds in Argos, from 4 to 7 
p.m. Chicken is $6/half; potatoes are $3.50.
4-H fair board seeking flower barrel sponsors

The Marshall County 4-H fair board is seeking spon-
sorship for flower barrels to be displayed at the 4-H fair. 
The cost to sponsor a barrel is $100 and can be renewed 
annually. If you or your business is interested in sponsor-
ing a barrel please contact Marta Bagley at 574-606-8252 
or the Marshall County Purdue Extension Office at 574-
935-8545.
Duff exhibit at Crisp Gallery

The Culver Academies’ Crisp Art Center is hosting two 
exhibitions in its Wolfe and Deer-Zink Galleries. Now on 
view is The Charles T. Duff Faculty Memorial Exhibition, 
which recognizes the career and artwork of one of Cul-
ver Academies’ beloved master instructors of fine arts, as 
well as a selection of paintings from the Culver Collection 
addressing the broad subject categories of People, Plac-
es, and a Few Things. Exhibits are open Wednesdays and 
Sundays, 1 to 4 p.m.

Calendar corrections
This year's Moonlight Serenade on Lake Maxinkuckee 

will take place Friday, July 26 (east shore of the lake) and 
Saturday, July 27 (west shore), and not July 12 and 13 
as reported in the Culver summer calendar in last week's 
(June 13) edition of The Culver Citizen. 

In addition, the "Launches of Lake Maxinkuckee" pro-
gram planned as part of the Antiquarian and Historical 
Society of Culver's annual meeting Saturday, July 13, will 
take place in the large meeting room of the Culver Public 
Library on Main Street, and not at the Culver Cove, as 
reported on the calendar. 

The Citizen regrets the errors.
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Cycling safety from a pro
ABOVE: Professional motorcycle racer Scotty Van Hawk, owner of Four Feathers Racing 
(www.fourfeathersracing.com), spoke last month to Culver Elementary 3rd graders about 
bicycle safety, prior to the students receiving free bicycle safety helmets provided by 
the school’s Parent-Teacher Organization and area business owners, including Chris 
Chambers of Rideon Bicycles, Shaina Lampton of The Bottom Line Training Co., and 
Larry (Brockey Insurance) and Dawn (Culver Coffee Co.) Brockey. 

Van Hawk is pictured at right with daughter Zoey, discussing various safety features of 
his racing gear, including an airbag which inflates around his neck in the event of an 
accident. CES 3rd grade teacher Valeries Cultice assists, at left. The students walked to 
Van Hawk’s building, the former City Tavern at 415 E. Lake Shore Drive in Culver, for 
the demonstration.

 Culver resident Mary 
McKinnis received the 
Arthur G. Hughes Award, 
which is presented to the 
graduating senior who has 
revealed exceptional con-
cern for cultural life at Cul-
ver, at Culver Academies' 
Commencement Convoca-
tion on June 1. McKinnis 
will attend Furman Univer-
sity. She is the daughter of 
Scot and Nancy McKinnis, 
who is a master instructor 
in the Center for Leader-
ship. The award was estab-
lished in 1974 by the grad-
uates of CGA to honor the 
first chair of the Fine Arts 
Department. 

Thursday Tech Time for June at the Culver-Union Twp. 
Public Library will focus on photo restoration. Transfer 
old photos to the computer, for safekeeping and learn 
about the process of image restoration. This will take 
place June 20 at 6 p.m.

Thursday Tech Time is an open discussion group for 
anyone interested in computers and technology. Come and 
talk, share, listen and ask questions!

Sessions are from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on the third Thursday 
of each month. Each session may have a speaker and topic 
or may simply be an open discussion. All sessions are free 
and open to the public.

For more information, call the Culver Library at 574-
842-2941, visit our website at www.culver.lib.in.us or 
e-mail abaker@culver.lib.in.us. The library’s street ad-
dress is 107 N. Main St.

The Culver Academies 
2012-13 recipients of The 
Manuel Award were sci-

ence chair Chris Carrillo, 
Ph.D., and math instruc-
tor Erin Staley. The award 

is presented annually to a 
male and female faculty 
or staff member who, in 
the opinion of the student 
body, best exemplifies the 
ideals of Culver. The hon-
or is named for Ralph N. 
Manuel, president of the 
Academies from 1982 to 
1999. 

Stale joined the faculty in 
2008 and teaches Algebra I 
and serves as the Algebra I 
level leader. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Sec-
ondary Math Education 
and a bachelor’s degree in 
Math and Statistics from 
Miami University. Staley 
also recently completed a 

master's degree in Second-
ary School Administration 
from Jones International 
University. She is a JV ten-
nis coach for both boys and 
girls. 

A member of the Sci-
ence Department since 
2010, Carrillo earned his 
bachelor’s degree in chem-
istry from the University 
of California-San Diego 
and a master’s and Ph.D. 
in oceanography from the 
University of Hawaii. He 
currently teaches chemistry 
and serves as the depart-
ment chair. His research 
interests include climate 
change and aquatic eco-
systems, carbon dioxide 
solution chemistry in sea-
water, and photosynthesis, 
respiration and physiology 
of algae. 
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1st grade 
s p e l l i n g 
champs
LEFT: Culver Elementary's 
1st grade spelling bee 
recently yielded champi-
on Landon Stevens (left). 
Runner up in the contest 
was Ocean Salary.

photo provided

Krsek, Becker awarded Winters 
Scholarship
Joseph kresek and Trent Becker were recently awarded the Ralph E Winters Scholarship 
through the Pulaski County Community Foundation. Both are 2012 graduates of Culver 
Community High School, and Krysek is enrolled in aeronautical engineering at Purdue 
and Becker is working a Computer Engineering Degree at Ball State.

The Ralph E Winters Scholarship is a renewable scholarship awarded to Culver 
Community Graduates who have completed at least one year of college majoring in a 
technical field. Continuing support is going to Issac Berg, Sarah Drang and Lyndsey 
Fisher.

Manuel Awards to Carrillo and Staley
M c K i n n i s 
receives Hughes 
Award

Photo restoration at Thurs. Tech Time
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The end of Culver Acad-
emies’ 2012-13 school year 
brought about the retirement 
of four members of the fac-
ulty/staff who took with 
them more than a century of 
Culver experience. Ending 
their Culver careers were 
Humanities instructor Bill 
Roth and his wife, Sue Roth, 
the director of Administra-
tive Services. Also retiring 
were L. Coleman Knight, 
director of Upper Camp, and 
CGA counselor Jo Click.

A 1963 Culver Military 
Academy graduate, Bill 
Roth joined the faculty as a 
History Department instruc-
tor and swimming coach in 
1967, having graduated from Trinity College in Hartford, 
Conn. 

The holder of the Vlasic Chair of Teaching, Roth most 
recently taught the 10th-grade Humanities course, Global 
Perspectives. For several years he served as level chair for 
the Modern History and Global History courses for 10th 
graders. In addition, Roth was a pioneer for the ninth-
grade America’s Challenge for the Contemporary World 
course and has taught the European History AP course. 

Roth was the CMA swim-
ming coach (1967-75 and 
1988-92), Company B coun-
selor (1977-85), a College 
Advising counselor (1991-
94), and adviser to the Alli-
ance for Student Harmony in 
the 1990s. He also was the di-
rector of the Culver Specialty 
Camps from 1985-88.  

Sue Roth joined the Ad-
ministrative Services depart-
ment in 1996 and became the 
director two years later. In 
2009 she was named direc-
tor of Internal Resources and 
shortly after became director of operations in the 
Alumni Office. Prior to her arrival at Culver, she 
was a marketing manager for a South Bend, Ind., 
insurance firm. She is a facilitator for Culver’s Teen 

Talking Circle, scorer for the Culver swim teams, and a 
Quiz Bowl reader. 

The Roths are parents of three Culver alumni: Andy 
’89, Tim W’86, and Melissa ’95. 

Since 2004, L. Coleman Knight had served full time 
as the director of Upper Camp and as a Culver Summer 
Schools & Camps assistant director. Previously, he had 
worked Culver Summer Camps, starting as a counselor in 
Specialty Camp (1974-97), Upper Camp counselor (1977-

78), and as Upper Camp senior counselor 
(1979-88). He was appointed the director 
of Upper Camp in 1989. When Knight ac-
cepted the full-time position, he brought 
with him 41 years of teaching (math, sci-
ence and English), guidance, and adminis-
trative experience at schools in Ohio and 
Baltimore. That experience included three 
years as a Battery A counselor from 1972-
75, Knight earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Education form Muskingum College and a 
master’s degree in Elementary Administra-
tion and Supervision from Johns Hopkins 
University.

Jo Click joined the staff in 1986, when 
her husband, Master Sgt. Mark Click, took 

a position as a tactical officer. She worked summers with 
the Woodcraft program for 12 years, serving as an ad-
ministrative assistant, assistant program director, and op-
erations director. She also served as an assistant Ropes 
Course/Fitness Center coordinator. In the prep school, 
Click was the administrative assistant for the Department 
of Leadership before joining the Student Life program in 
2002 as the counselor in Court dorm. She has served on 
the Faculty and Staff Affairs Committee, the Intra-cam-
pus Wellness Committee, and the Spiritual Life Commit-
tee. She and her husband, Mark, who retired in 2006, have 
three children and three grandchildren. 

Courtesy Doug Haberland/Culver Alumni magazine.

Roths retire from Acadmies with combined 61 years of service; Knight and Click 
also close book on Culver careers

photos/culver academies 
communications archives

Jo Click, left, and L. Coleman Knight 
were also among Academies retir-
ees this month.

With the end of the school year, the dedication of Cul-
ver Academies’ faculty and staff was publicly recognized 
at the school’s June 1 Commencement Convocation with 
the awarding of the following honors. 

Cited for her warmth and caring, as 
well as her support of the Academies’ 
diversity program, French instructor 
Angela Barton was named the re-
cipient of the Major General Delmar 
T. Spivey Award. Named in honor 
of Culver’s sixth superintendent, the 
Spivey Award recognizes and encour-
ages superior teaching among younger 
members of the faculty. The winner is 
chosen by the Academic Department 
chairs. 

Barton joined Department of Modern and Classical 
Languages in the fall 2010. She spent her sophomore year 
of college at the University of Caen in France and earned 
a master’s in French Culture. She then spent three years in 
Rennes, France, where she taught at a university, a politi-
cal science institute, and an international business grande 
ecole. 

Her department chair said Barton “has created a chal-
lenging learning environment filled with kindness and 
encouragement.” In addition to her teaching, Barton 
has provided invaluable support for diversity work at 
the Academies and will be taking over the Multicultur-
al Awareness Retreat in September. She also is a regular 
contributor to Culver’s Faculty and Staff Diversity Com-
mittee. She is the mother of an 8-year-old daughter. 

The parents and classmates of Mark B. Kaser estab-
lished The Kaser Scholar award in 1976 following the 
untimely death of the Class of 1975 valedictorian. The 
award is presented to the faculty member whose scholarly 
interests, enthusiastic teaching, sympathetic understand-

ing, and wise counsel combine to in-
spire students and kindle a zest for life 
and learning personified by Kaser. In 
2013, Richard Battersby, senior in-
structor in Humanities, was honored as 
the individual who best mirrors those 
qualities. 

A 16-year veteran of the Royal Air 
Force, Battersby joined the Human-
ities Department in 2001. He currently 
teaches 11th-grade Humanities (Amer-
ican Studies with Advanced Placement 
U.S. History) and serves as the 11th-
grade chair. 

In the classroom, a student wrote that Battersby “makes 
expectations clear, teaches you exactly what you need to 
know, and . . . helps you learn from your mistakes.” As 
a barracks inspector (BI) in the Band, he was described 
as “someone who . . . is always there with [your] best 
interest at heart and supports and cares for [you] like no 
other teacher.”

Battersby earned a bachelor’s degree in history in the 
United Kingdom, and a master’s degree in history from 
the State University of New York. He is married to Hu-
manities instructor Catherine Battersby and together they 
have two children, Erin Brady ’06 and Lucy Battersby 

’15. 
Tim Montgomery, counselor of 

Troop B, was the recipient of the John 
R. Mars Faculty Merit Award. The 
award honors a member of the faculty 
or staff who has established the most 
positive and constructive relationship 
with students and best exemplifies 
the ideals of Culver and Mars, who 
served the Academies for 40 years as a 
counselor, language instructor, and the 
tenth superintendent (1976-82). 

Lintner said Montgomery is focused 
“on a commitment to a student-run approach to leader 
development . .  .  constantly challeng[ing] all cadets to 
strive for what is good and best in themselves and in what 
they are doing, and he is first and always a staunch advo-
cate for excellence in all he does.”

Montgomery joined Student Life in 1990 as a Military 
Tactical Officer for the Band and Black Horse Troop. In 
2001, he became counselor of Company A, moving to 
Black Horse Troop in 2004. He has been the counselor 
of Troop B since 2007 and deeply involved in the Horse-
manship Program and the Lancer Platoon. He has accom-
panied the Black Horse Troop to three Presidential Inau-
gural parades.

He attended Ball State University and earned a bache-
lor’s degree in management from Bethel College. Mont-
gomery is married and the father of three, including 
Heather ’02 and T.J. W’99. 

photo/doug haberland
Bill and Sue Roth at Culver 
Academies’ graduation earli-
er this month (Bill Roth was the 
keynote speaker at the school’s 
Baccalaureate).

Academies honors top educators for 2012-2013

Angela Barton

Richard Battersby

Tim Montgomery
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By James Costello
Sports Editor

INDIANAPOLIS — Croatian-born Culver 
Girls Academy grad Andrijana Cvitkovic didn’t 
come into Saturday’s Indiana-Kentucky All-Star 
finale expecting to win the series citizenship 
award, but she was all too happy to receive it.

Cvitkovic was all smiles as she was named the 
John Wooden MCL Cafeteria All-Star Citizen-
ship Award-winner at the half, and the Indiana 
All-Stars went on to build on a 38-32 lead at the 
break for an eventual 100-86 win, snapping a 
three-game losing streak to their Kentucky coun-
terparts Saturday night at the Bankers Life Field-
house in Indianapolis.

“It was a big surprise; I was not expecting it. 
It’s a great honor because he (John Wooden) was 
a great basketball star and legend,” said Cvitkov-
ic of her award, which was given based on schol-
arship and community involvement as well as 
on-the-court skills and which included a plaque 
and a $500 donation to the CGA Athletic Depart-
ment.

“I’ve been here for the past four years at Cul-
ver Academies, and it’s a great honor to be able 
to represent my school and the state,” she added. 
“It’s become my home. I’m from Croatia, but In-

diana has become my home also. It’s just been an amazing experience.”
Saturday’s win came on the heels of an 84-78 loss at Freedom Hall in Louisville, Kentucky 

Friday night. The home team pushed its six-point advantage 
out to double figures on a layup by IU recruit Bridget Perry 

photo/james costello
Culver Girls Academy's Andrijana 
Cvitkovic bumps fists with Indiana All-
Star teammate Michaela Hunter during 
the Indiana-Kentucky All-Star Game in 
Indianapolis last week.

Cvitkovic wins Wooden award

See Cvitkovic page 11

photos provided

Three Culver 
teams 
tourney champs 
at Argos

No less than three Culver soc-
cer teams were champions at 
the Argos tournament June 8. 
Pictured AT LEFT is the 1st 
and 2nd grade girls team. 
Front row, from left: Abby 
Kisela, Giselle Villegas, Grace 
Barth, Gracie Sieber, Gabby 
Hopkins. Middle row: Kaleigh 
Fritch, Olivia Compton, Brianna 
Bailey, Erihana Vela, Kaylee 
Hamilton. Back row: Coaches 

Bruce Risner, Trista Vela, and Joe Hamilton.

AT RIGHT: 1st and 2nd grade boys team. First row: Shane Schumann Joey pizur. 
Ashton Macedonio Connor schmiadlin. Ches Schrimsher. Middle row: Ethan Thompson 
Dakota Lindsey. Landon Stevens. Jack Rodgers. Aiden Rivera. Reese Herrell. Ethan 
Keller. In back: coach Emilio Macedonio.

BELOW, LEFT:  7th and 8th grade boys team. Front row, from left: Daniel Bentinelle, 
Logan Kephart, Nate Carnegie, Patrick Kline, Jackson Rich, Duncan Trau. Back row: 
Head coach Ron James, Aaron James, Josh Barnes, Megan Bau, Josh Kresk, Jake 
Rodgers, Coach Pete Trau, Daniel Gregg, Coach Jeremy Gregg, Jack Schmiedlin, 
Matthew Crum, Jeffery Littleton. 
Thanks to Raeanne Stevens and Jennifer Hamilton for photo assistance. 
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Tasting Culver’s 
wares
The Culver Chamber of Commerce-
sponsored Taste of Culver took over 
Jefferson and Main Streets Saturday, 
despite a few rain showers here and 
there. The occasional shower didn’t 
deter hungry patrons, and in fact sev-
eral festival-goers expressed appre-
ciation for the cloud cover as a nice 
alternative to the usual blazing heat of 
past years’ events. FAR LEFT: Ricky 

Ohern of Tingley 
Park, Ill., prepares 
to dig into a sam-
ple of the offerings 
of the Lakehouse 
Grille, as served by 
Mark Damore (left). 
LEFT: Avery and 
Eliza Loehr enjoy 
a cool treat from 
the Park N Shop 
tent. MIDDLE: Toni 
Tettenborn (right) 
enjoys the event 
with visiting daugh-
ter Mea Leeman of 
California (center) 
and grandchildren 
Amelia (age 8) 
and Koby (age 10) 
Leeman. BELOW: 
Jordan Boulas of the 
Evil Czech Brewery 
serves Jennifer 
Biglane, left.
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Cvitkovic from page 8
at the 18:14 stop of the second half, and  Notre Dame signee 
and game MVP Taya Reimer — who missed just one shot 
from the floor on her way to an all-around standout 19 points, 
10 rebounds, five blocks and four assists — followed up with 
an old-fashioned three-pointer as the Indiana girls put the 
outcome beyond doubt early in the second half.

“If you were there last night, I think you would say we 
were a different team,” said Indiana coach Mark Hurt. “We 
did a better job against Kentucky’s pressure and took care 
of the ball. I’m really happy for our girls; we stopped the 
streak.”

“It’s a great feeling. It’s been a couple years now that 

we’ve been on a losing streak, and it’s nice to break it, and 
hopefully the future generations are going to do the same,” 
said Cvitkovic.

Cvitkovic chipped in two points on 1-of-2 shooting with a 
short jumper at the 5:31 stop of the first period during a 6-0 
run that pushed Indiana out to a 31-25 lead before a pair of 
lead changes in the final minutes of the first half. The 6’2” 
Dayton recruit opened the Indiana-Kentucky series with 
three rebounds, a point, an assist, a steal and three rebounds 
Friday night after scoring six points with three rebounds in 
the in-state games between the Indiana Junior and Senior 
All-Stars last Monday and Wednesday.

The all-star series gave Cvitkovic, ranked 45th in the na-
tion in the 2013 class, a preview of the kind of players she’ll 
be up against next year at Dayton, and she even got a little 
playing time with future fellow Flyer Celeste Edwards.

“Celeste Edwards, I’m going to be playing with her at 
Dayton next year, and I’m looking forward to it,” Cvitkov-
ic said. “It should be a good season. The team over there 
is good, and I’m looking forward to playing with them. It 
should be a good season next year.”
• INDIANA ALL-STARS 100, KENTUCKY ALL-STAR 86
At Indianapolis

chelle’s Headquarters in Culver. 
Of course, perhaps the most popular 

hour of the festival will return again on 
Saturday night at 10: a spectacular fire-
works show over Lake Maxinkuckee.

The longstanding Miss Maxinkuckee 
Pageant takes place at the west pavilion 
at 6 p.m. as well, with the crowing will 
be at 8 p.m.

Another more recent addition to the 
festival, the “Gong Show” begins at 7 
p.m., also in the west pavilion. Brave par-
ticipants may register at the information 
booth. 

Other highlights include the family bass fishing tournament (Saturday morning at 7), 
the Lake Fest Fun Run (starting at 7:15 a.m. Saturday), the Culver Lions Club’s pancake 
and sausage breakfast at the depot from 7 to 10 a.m. Saturday, and of course Saturday’s 
parade and golf cart decorating contest, all starting at 10 a.m.

Popular regular features will return including kids’ games (starting 11 a.m. on Satur-
day), the firemen’s waterball contest at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, and Sunday’s L’Max bike 
tour (7 a.m.), Sunfish Regatta (9 a.m.), car show (9 a.m.), and burn-out contest (2 p.m.). 

Live music throughout the day Saturday includes performers Chad Van Herk, Senti-
mental Journey, and Night Shift. 

We’ll revisit festival news in the weeks leading up to the event. 

Lake Fest from page 1

A scene from last year’s canoe-kayak-SUP ‘poker 
run’ at Lake Fest.

Pugh leads area golfers at Indiana PGA Northern Open
Mystic Hills pro Dave Pugh finished in a tie for 13th place at the Indiana PGA Northern 

Open in Schererville Monday.
Pugh shot an even-par 72 at Briar Ridge Country Club to finish in a 10-way tie for 13th, 

while fellow Mystic golfer Ashton Duke shot 10-over 82 to wind up in a tie for 86th place.
Sprig O’Mint’s Tracy Miller and Swan Lake’s Brian Natzel both went 3 over to finish in a 

tie for 42nd at the event. 


