
Beggs, Ricciardi emerge as 
council convention winners

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Candidates David Beggs and Sally Ricciardi emerged for the ballot this November at 
a Town of Culver Republican convention/caucus held at the Culver Public Library last 
Thursday evening, 

Following strictly the county-wide rules governing the process, doors were locked 
promptly at 7 p.m. and each of the five candidates vying for the two open Culver town 
council seats were given a five minute limit to address the approximately 80 people in 
attendance. 

This after attendees voted to allow a handful of potential voters to vote as Republicans 
though they had been registered as Democrats in the last election. A small number of pre-
viously registered Republicans were disqualified from voting due to their present status 
serving as Democrats on local boards or commissions. 

Marshall County Republican chair Deb Vandermark presented each candidate in order 
of filing, beginning with Dave Beggs, who told the audience he has lived in Culver for 
15 years as a chef and business owner (of the Main Street Manor bed and breakfast and 
previously Culver hardware).

“As a businessman, I’m here to work with the town to share ideas and encourage others 
to be productive in their daily lives,” said Beggs, noting he had served with several com-
mittees in town in recent years in an advising position. As a council member, he added 
he supported incentive programs to bring more small businesses to town, as well as safe 
walking and biking trails in the area, besides added, small parks in the southern and other 
areas of town. 

“It doesn’t take years to fix problems,” he added. “Only citizens who want to work 
together to make a change for all.”

Candidate Jean Rakich explained she moved from Illinois to Bass Lake some years ago 
where she spent ten years as Welcome Wagon hostess for Starke County. As a Culver res-
ident for the past 35 years, Rakich said she raised her daughter and son here, was active 
in many organizations (holding offices in most), and owned and operated a business -- 
called A Touch of Class -- on Washington Street as well as working for Culver Academies 
for 10 years. After become a widow, Rakich said she worked 
as a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate for children) 

Indiana's ISTEP+ (Indi-
ana Statewide Testing for 
Educational Progress Plus) 
scores were recently re-
leased, and local adminis-
trators have commented on 
their scores. 

The tests cover students' 
academic skills as well 
as administering multi-
ple-choice questions, in 
conjunction with academic 
standards set by the state 
board of education. School 
corporation progress on the 
A-F grading system and 
accountability aspect de-
termines whether teachers 
can receive pay increases, 

and are also based on the 
ISTEP+ scores.

Of the approximately 
500,000 students in Mar-
shall County's grades 3 
through 8, 74.7 percent 
passed both ISTEP sec-
tions, versus 73.1 percent 
passing last year.

Culver Community Mid-
dle School had 84.4 percent 
passing English/language 
arts, 84.2 percent passing 
math, and 76.7 percent 
passing both. The scores 
reflect an increase in scores 
of 14.4 percent, the highest 
increase in Marshall Coun-
ty.

According to the Julie 
Berndt, principal at Cul-
ver Comm. Middle School 
during the 2013-2014 
school year (and starting 
this fall as Culver Ele-
mentary assistant princi-
pal), team effort and staff, 
students, and supportive 
parents lead to CCMS’s 
increase of ISTEP scores 
from spring 2013 to spring 
2014. She said the school 
focused on strengthening 
curriculum, raising expec-
tations of students, an in-
crease in writing skills and 
time, problem solving, and 
reading comprehension 

with emphasis on non-fic-
tion/informational text in 
all subject areas.  

Student achievement sur-
passed the school improve-
ment goal for the school 
year. Berndt thanked stu-
dents, staff and parents for 
their efforts.

Berndt, comparing 
CCMS to nearby schools, 
noted 7th grade language 
arts had 86.1 percent pass-
ing, the second highest 
score of 7th grade in four 
surrounding counties with 
14 school districts. 7th 
grade math had 85.7 per-
cent passing, the third high-

est scores of 7th grade in 
four surrounding counties 
with 14 school districts. 

8th grade language arts 
had 82.5 percent passing, 
the second highest scores 
of four surrounding coun-
ties with 14 school dis-
tricts. 8th grade math had 
82.5 percent passing, the 
seventh highest scores of 
four surrounding counties 
with 14 school districts. 
7th Grade had 75.5 percent 
passing both language arts 
and math, the fourth high-
est score in four surround-

photos/jan garrison, culver academies and *jeff kenneyOn the Lake Max Triathlon trail
ABOVE: Over 300 participants hit Culver for the third annual Lake Max Triathlon, which included bicycling around Lake Maxinkuckee and through Culver, running through portions of Culver and Culver Academies, 
and swimming at Culver Academies. This year’s event included addition of a Kids’ Triathlon, the biking portion of which is pictured ABOVE, LEFT. Among participants are Cabot Ellert (number 197) and Jack Bolakowski 
(193), both in the 8-11 age grouping.  At UPPER RIGHT, Academies Wellness director Dana Neer -- a lead organizer of the event -- starts the 5-7 age group triathlon. In the LOWER PHOTO* are runners making their way 
east along Academy Road, with local volunteers in the background. A veritable army of volunteers, many from local service clubs, helped make the event a success. Proceeds from the triathlon are divided between 

the Culver Club of Culver, Culver Kiwanis Club, and Culver Lions Club. EVENT COVERAGE APPEARS ON PAGE 5. 

Euchre, pinochle 
club

The public is welcome to 
take part in a new euchre 
and pinochle club meeting 
Mondays from 1 to 4 p.m. 
at the Culver-Union Town-
ship Library, 107 North 
Main Street in downtown 
Culver, in the lower level 
conference room. 
Community meal at 
Grace Friday

Grace United Church of 
Christ will hold its month-
ly community meal on Fri-
day, Aug. 15 at 6 p.m. All 
are invited to this free, ec-
umenical event whose pur-
pose is to share a friendly 
meal in a welcoming, com-
munity atmosphere. The 
meals are held on the 15th 
day of each month in the 
basement of the church.
Free Computer 
Classes at CUTPL

Culver-Union Township 
Public Library is offering 
free technology training 
Mondays at 6 p.m. and Fri-
days at 10 a.m. in August. 
Feel free to bring in any 
device – tablets, laptops, 
and smartphones to learn 
features and functions. We 
will also discuss any hard-
ware, software, or comput-
er security questions that 
you may have. Classes 
will take place Aug. 11, 15, 
18, 22, 25, and 29. These 
sessions are free and open 
to the public. For more in-
formation, contact Andrew 
Baker at abaker@culver.
lib.in.us or 574-842-2941.
Local family in need 
of support

An opportunity has aris-
en for the community to 
support longtime Culver 
resident David Schrimsh-
er, who is in need of both 
a new liver and kidney. 
Those wishing to contrib-
ute to the family may do 
so at www.gofundme.com/
bppuuk. The family’s story 
is available in the July 31 
edition of The Culver Citi-
zen, as well as at the web-
site above. 
St. Mary’s commu-
nity meal returns 
Aug. 30

St. Mary of the Lake 
Catholic Church’s month-
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Culver Comm. Schools respond to ISTEP results
Middle school score shows highest increase in county

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Culver's town beach was closed for the day Friday due 
to "higher than normal" levels of ecoli in the water. The 
beach was reopened, however, Saturday after chemical 
testing results were received from a Plymouth lab around 
noon Saturday. 

Park superintendent Marc Hayden said the ecoli is like-
ly related to lake bird (whether seagull or goose) fecal 
matter. 

"We've had a pretty good flock (at or near the beach) 
this week," he said, referring to seagulls. 

Friday's results came from a water sample test submit-
ted Thursday, according to Hayden, who said that test was 
the first taken this summer. Testing is not a standard pro-
cedure at the beach unless a reason exists to suggest the 
need. However, Hayden said monthly tests will probably 
become standard, unless the park board directs that they 
be more frequent.

After a discussion with See Council page 5

citizen photo/jeff kenney
Culver town council candidates at last week’s Republican convention included, from left, Dave 
Beggs, Jean Rakich, Sally Ricciardi, Bob Cooper, and Gilbert Standley.
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

It's official: the Lake Maxinkuckee Film Festival - Gift 
of Warmth committee has announced that the feature film 
presentation at this year's event on Saturday, August 30, 
will be the exclusive premiere of "Little Savages," the 
Bear Fruit Films-produced feature movie shot entirely in 
Culver last summer. 

The event, which takes place in the Culver town park, 
is free of charge with the only cost of admission being a 
gently worn or new article of warm clothing for school 
aged children, or a cash donation towards heating costs 
for area needy families.

The opportunity to debut the much-anticipated film -- 
which features a number of stars of Hollywood films and 
television, including many known Disney actors and ac-
tresses -- at the festival comes at an especially important 
time with regards to the mission of the festival, accord-
ing to John Zeglis of the film 
festival committee. 

‘Little Savages’ will have 
local premiere at L’Max 
Film Fest Aug. 30

See Film page 2

See ISTEP page 5

See Beach page 4

Town beach shut down one 
day after E coli in water test
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

When Pastor Ron Lewellen 
of Emmanuel United Methodist 
Church in Culver passed away 
May 25 after a brief (and un-
expected) illness, he not only 
left the congregation of one of 
the community's longest-lived 
churches mourning its leader of 
the past 12 years, but also left 
a lifetime legacy as pastor, hus-
band, and father. 

In fact, Lewellen -- who had intended to retire from 
preaching when he retired from his longtime job as sec-
ond in command at the Essroc plant in Logansport in 1999 
-- hadn't intended to be the pastor of Emmanuel...and in 
fact was never a Methodist pastor at all. 

None of that changed the impact he had, locally and be-
yond, which was evidenced by the 200 people who filled 
Emmanuel to overflowing at his funeral. 

Lewellen's wife Cara says the Lewellen family didn't 
sit down for five hours during the viewing prior to the 
service. 

Called from the beginning
The youngest of six children, Ron Lewellen grew up 

near Salem, Indiana in what Cara calls "a very Christian 
family." He had the "very high honor" of graduating from 
high school at just 16, the same year Cara says he "gave 
his life to Christ," a few months before he felt the call-
ing to be a minister. Right after graduation, he began at-
tending the College of Scriptures at Louisville, Kentucky, 
heading from there to Cincinnati Bible College and finally 
San Jose Bible College in California, trimming trees to 
support himself. 

Lewellen became an ordained minister on Jan. 24, 
1960, at the Bunker Hill Christian Church at Bunker Hill, 
Indiana. 

"He believed in preaching only from the Bible," says 
Cara. "People would ask him, 'Where do you get your ser-
mons?' He would tell them, 'My message comes from one 
book and one book only -- that's the Bible."

*Lewellen worked at Louisville Cement in Speed, Indi-

ana and askjed to move to logan to open a new plant prior 
to that company being bought by Essroc of Logansport, 
which prompted his move to that community. While there, 
Pisgah Christian Church sought him out to preach on a 
particular Sunday, which led to 32 years of ministry there. 

"When he went to Pisgah that first Sunday there was a 
total of 18 people and I was one of them," says Cara, "and 
when he left they were averaging 150 and it was a small 
country church -- definitely in the boondocks."

Lewellen spent 44 years at Essroc, his time divided be-
tween preaching -- on various occasions at a variety of 
churches in that part of the state -- and the plant. 

The path to Emmanuel
Ron Lewellen's path to Culver was through Cara, who 

had been his youth group leader at Pisgah. She had been 
spending a number of weekends at a friend's cottage on 
the west shore of 
Lake Maxinkuckee 
and finally purchased 
her current home in 
Venetian Village in 
August, 1994. She 
and Ron were mar-
ried two years lat-
er in the yard there, 
overlooking the lake. 

When Ron retired 
in 1999, the couple 
made Culver their 
full-time home. 

Retirement was 
short-lived for Ron, 
however, While the 
couple were attend-
ing Wesley United 
Methodist Church in 
Culver, they started 
a youth group called 
JOY (which Cara ex-
plains meant "Jesus 
first, Yourself last, 
and Others in be-
tween"). The group 
became the largest in town with nearly 30 young people 
involved (the Lewellens even invested in a 16-passenger 
van to help with transportation), all from churches across 
the Culver community. 

"Ron loved taking the youth group fishing, swimming, 
and tubing," Cara recalls. "He always felt that the youth 
are the future of any given church."

The children enjoyed meetings on the Lewellen's pon-
toon boat, a time when Cara says her husband endeavored 
not to make them feel as if religion was "shoved down 
their throat."

Instead, "he would, some way or another, bring religion 

into every conversation," she says. 
Ron Lewellen had been filling in as a preacher at Em-

manuel for some time when the previous pastor there re-
signed in 2001, and Lewellen was sought to take on the 
role fully. 

"Ron said, 'But I'm a non-denominational preacher -- 
the Methodists won't let me preach here,'" Cara says. 

Many in the congregation, however, fought to bring 
Lewellen in, she adds, and eventually he was appointed 
pastor at Emmanuel. 

"He always said the best part of his ministry was lead-
ing souls to Christ," says Cara, who recalls her husband 
baptizing people near the town beach in Lake Maxinkuck-
ee – and once baptizing seven in one day. 

"By the time the baptism was over, more people had 
gathered (to watch)," she notes.

Lewellen also organized two revival services, some-
thing not uncommon at 
the churches of his young-
er years.

"And boy," Cara adds, 
"what a turnout!"  

A life-changing new life
Another life-changing 

experience met the Lewel-
lens in Culver. 

The couple had become 
attached to the adopted, 
Chinese daughter of a 
couple with whom they 
were friends. Following 
a segment about adoption 
of Chinese children they 
saw on television, both 
Ron and Cara -- indepen-
dent of one another -- had 
the same thought, but both 
assumed the other would 
scoff at the idea of adopt-
ing a Chinese child of their 
own. 

When Cara let slip the 
idea, Ron looked at her 

and said, "Let's go."
"I said, 'Ron, don't ever say anything you don't mean.' 

He said, 'I have wanted to say something for weeks but 
thought you'd laugh at me.'"

She jokes that she and Ron called themselves the 
Brady Bunch, between his five children, her two, and the 
adoption of Angela from China, a process which began 
on Ron's birthday, May 27. They received her on Cara's 
birthday 13 months later, June 27, 1999. That date was 
24 hours sooner than the adoption agency had predicted, 
but at the Lewellens' nudging -- and as "a sign from God" 
-- their hopes were fulfilled. 

"Not that his other kids or my two boys didn't have a 
special place with Ron," Cara emphasizes, "but Angela 
gave Ron a new spark in his life, as she did mine."

And Angela has been 
hard to miss in Culver, 

Notre Dame finishes Camp Culver stay in style
photos/jan garrison, culver academies

ABOVE: The Notre Dame football team finished its five-day stay at Culver Academies in style as Coach Brian Kelly rode a horse to practice the morning of August 8 (PHOTO AT LEFT). It was the first 
day for full pads and it didn’t take long for the hitting drills to get underway (RIGHT). The Culver Military Academy football team, which reported back Thursday afternoon, had the opportunity 
to watch the Irish’s final two-hour practice from the stands. After lunch, the Irish loaded up four buses outside of Logansport Gate for the brief ride back to the Notre Dame campus. For more on 
Notre Dame’s stay, go to Facebook and Twitter and search for #CampCulver. 
This story appears courtesy news.culver.org.

Passing of Emmanuel pastor Lewellen leaves void in church, community

photo provided
BELOW: The late Pastor Ron Lewellen of Emmanuel United Methodist 
Church in Culver baptizes several people in Lake Maxinkuckee.

See Lewellen page 4
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Obituaries

Culver man injured, out-of-state 
driver arrested after accident 

A Culver man was injured and a Tennessee driver arrest-
ed after a two-vehicle accident at State Roads 8 and 17 on 
the night of August 2.

Marshall County sheriff’s deputies were called to the 
site where 48-year-old John Halloway of Chattanooga, 
Tenn. told police he sighted two south-bound vehicles on 
SR 17 pull into the turn lane to drive west on SR 8. Hal-
loway said he failed to see a motorcycle behind those cars 
and as a result, he pulled out and struck the motorcycle on 
its right side.

Driving the motorcycle 
was 42-year-old Earl En-
gland of Culver, who was 
injured along with a passen-
ger. Both were eventually 
flown to Memorial Hospital 
in South Bend due to the se-
verity of their injuries.

While investigating, dep-
uties learned Halloway had 
warrants for his arrest from 
four other police agencies, 
and took him into custody. 
He is currently incarcerated 
at the Marshall County Jail 
on those warrants.

Norwegian student will spend 
school year in Culver

Students at Culver Community High School will get an 
extra lesson in geography this year when they welcome 
Maren, an international exchange student from Norway.

Maren arrived in Culver August 8 to live with the Sieber 
family and experience the American way of life for an ac-
ademic year.  Maren is sponsored by Aspect Foundation, 
a non-profit organization that strives to bridge cultures 
through international youth exchange.

Aspect Foundation is always seeking more families who 
want the unforgettable experience of hosting an interna-
tional student like Maren. Exchange students are aged 15 
to 18, speak English, and have their own spending mon-
ey and insurance. Volunteer host families provide room, 
board, and a loving home environment for a semester or 
academic year.

For more information about hosting an Aspect Founda-
tion international exchange student, call Debbie Huston 
at 765-730-3134, the Aspect Foundation national office at 
1-800-US-YOUTH or visit www.aspectfoundation.org.

Cable cut leads to 911, telephone woes
Many Culver residents were spent much of Friday frus-

trated over phone and internet woes after a cable cut iso-
lated the community from the outside world -- including 
the 911 emergency line -- at least as far as land-line based 
telephone services went. 

Many were left without long distance telephone capa-
bilities (though local landline service remained intact) and 
those utilizing phone lines for internet service were also 
unable to connect. Cell phones and fiber optic cable-based 
internet continued to function. The Town of Culver sent 
text messages alerting residents of the situation.

The problem was resolved by Friday evening. 

Gerald A. Cox Sr.
June 29, 1942 - Aug. 8, 2014

 
CULVER — Gerald “Jerry” 
Arthur Cox Sr., 72, of Culver, 
formerly from Tinley Park, Ill., 
passed away peacefully at 3:55 
p.m. on Aug. 8, 2014 in the home 
he loved so much in the loving 
arms of his caring wife, Monica 
Cox. Jerry wed his sweetheart 
Monica McCawley on Sept. 4, 
1965. His wake and a celebration 
of his life was held in his home 
at 19716 S.R. 117, Culver. The 
visitation took place from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. (Eastern) on Wednes-

day, Aug. 13, 2014 with a memorial celebration of life to 
follow at 5:30 p.m. Jerry is survived by his wife, and six 
children, Monica V. Martz (John), Gerald A. Cox, Jr. (Su-
san), Connie M. Wilson (William), Michelle J. Smith (Jo-
seph), Kimberly E. Burdick and David J. Cox along with 
18 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Interment 
will be private. Memorial donations can be made to Shri-
ner’s Hospital for Children.

Jerry was born on June 29, 1942 to Violet K. Knopp and 
Robert K. Cox Sr. He is preceded in death by his parents 
and brother, Robert K. Cox, Jr. He provided for his wife 
and six kids working in the lithography trade. He was part 
of the printing process for such companies as Hallmark 
and the Chicago Bears. Jerry started his own businesses 
which included Congress Press, C & C Litho, Lincoln Way 
Printing and lastly Meteor Color Graphics. His printing 
legacy lives on with his eldest son, Jerry Jr. Life wasn’t 
easy providing for six kids including a special needs child. 
With a deep conviction and a strong faith, he was great at 
overcoming obstacles and learning life lessons along the 
way. 

There is an endless list of things that will be missed 
about Jerry; his infectious laugh, playful banter, his pas-
sion for God and his country and desire to help those down 
on their luck to find hope and restore their faith.

He was like the seed that started a flourishing family 
tree. Through the years with loving care and attention his 
family tree has grown. The Cox family tree is strong and 
can withstand any storm that tries to topple it.  

Memorial contributions honoring Gerald can be sent to 
Shriner’s Hospital for Crippled Children. Donations can 
be made online: www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/

Visit: gerald-arthur-cox-sr.forevermissed.com/

ABOVE: Culver Elementary teacher Pam Craft is moving into a 
new role after 22 years of teaching 5th grade within the school 
corporation (many of those were at the former Monterey 
Elementary School). Craft says she needed a change and 
challenge, and is especially interested in the technical side of 
the one-to-one computer use employed in the 6th grade (for 
the past several years, Brian Albright, who has moved on this 
year, taught the class). Plus, she says she and fellow former 
Monterey Elementary teacher Todd Shafer (now teaching 6th 
grade at CES in the room next to hers) "make a great team!" 

Their team of three 6th grade teachers will be rounded out by 
Jean Ahlenius, a 2nd grade teacher at the school for the past 
several years who now moves to 6th grade, where she will 
handle teaching the Gifted and Talented class (Craft will focus 
on science instruction). 

Other movement at the school includes Andrea Berndt's 
return to 1st grade teaching this year, Stephanie Smith's move 
to an earlier position as kindergarten teacher, and a one-year 
sabbatical for music teacher Kim Morrison, with Cheri Day 
slated to take her place for the year. 

New teaching staff confirmed at press time by Culver 
Community Schools superintendent Vicki McGuire include 
Mark Ringenberg (high school business teacher), Casey Earl 
(10th grade English), Liz Pitera (8th grade English), Charles 
Karamon (high school math), Haidee Temme (middle school 
special education), Robin Harris (cheerleader coach), Allison 
Shook (girls head varsity soccer coach), Chad Hollenbaugh 
(varsity football coach), Kurt Lucas (girls volunteer varsity soc-
cer coach). Elementary 6th grade teacher Darlene 'Missy' Trent 
will be moving into a middle school counselor position. 

Other positions expected to be officially filled by already-cho-
sen new faculty members by school board vote Monday 
included Family and Consumer Science, 8th grade math and 
girls cross country, high school Special Education, Chemistry, 
7th Grade English, Head Baseball Coach, Assistant Football 
Coach, and three elementary teaching positions. 

citizen photos/jeff kenney

Familiar faces, new places at CES
Gayle Kinzie, Culver Elementary School's new art teacher, 
(ABOVE) prepares her room last Wednesday for the start of 
school this past Tuesday. Kinzie, who taught 5th grade for the 
past 22 years at the school, replaces recently-retired Joyce 
Lyman, the school's art teacher for the past 30-plus years. 
Kinzie, who just finished repainting the art room, says she 
sought the art position as she "loves the idea of teaching 
through creativity," something she says there's little time for in 
the environment of heavy emphasis on standardized testing in 
the classroom today. 

"I can't replace Joyce," she says, but instead aims to use artistic 
creativity in helping support the math and language arts cur-
riculum in other classes. She also expects to welcome Lyman 
back occasionally as a visiting artist in the classroom.

Culver park golf scramble 
Sept. 26

The Culver Parks Department is sponsoring a Par 3 golf 
scramble with 9 holes of play at Mystic Hills golf course 
in Culver on Tues., Sept. 26, with an 11 a.m. tee time. 
The cost is $35 per person (limited to the first 18 four-
somes), and the fee includes cart and green fees as well as 
food. Culver park superintendent Marc Hayden notes the 
event is "history in the making," as it's the first-ever par 3 
tourney at Mystic Hills. Those with questions may email 
park@townofculver.org (attn: Marc Hayden Park Supt.), 
or call Culver beach at 574-842-3510. Funds raised will 
benefit the Culver town park. 

Keep up with the latest Culver news 
online at 

www.culvercitizen.com 
and 

facebook.com/culvercitizen
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playing in three different varsity sports since her freshman 
year, earning recognition as an honor student, and, adds 
Cara, "She loves God...and most of all, she has common 
sense!"

An unexpected grief
No one expected the fulfillment of an oft-repeated max-

im from Ron Lewellen's sermons according to Cara: "Be 
prepared to meet your savior."

Ron became ill around 3 a.m. May 24 with what turned 
out to be pancreatitis. He told doctors he had to be well by 
Monday, says Cara, to watch Angela play on Monday in a 

softball tourney.
After battling pain for around the next 24 hours, Ron's 

heart stopped suddenly and doctors -- administering CPR 
-- were able to bring back a pulse. Six minutes later, how-
ever, his heart stopped again, and doctors this time were 
unable to revive him.

Cara Lewellen reports the Methodist Conference is at 

work seeking a replacement pastor for Emmanuel, which 

is located at 401 S. Main Street in Culver, and should have 
a replacement announced in the coming weeks.  

But for now, Cara notes, Emmanuel has "stuck together 
as a family...we have all grieved."

And they have also celebrated the humor, dedication, 
and faith or the pastor who served them for more than a 
decade. 
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"In a bitter winter (of 2013-2014), we helped 50 fami-
lies with almost $20,000 in heating bills," Zeglis explains. 
"Some would've been forced out of their homes into dou-
ble teaming with relatives, if we hadn't been there. Every-
one was very grateful that they received the help with 'no 
red tape.'" 

Zeglis adds that coats, boots, hats and similar items 
were also distributed to those families and others. 

"The money distributed was more than our net from last 
year's Gift of Warmth," he says. "We did have some re-
serves from prior moderate winters, but we need to replen-
ish now – both dollars and coats. 

"The community has been absolutely terrific about this 
over the years, and we have no reason to expect anything 
else this year."

That may be an understatement given the excitement 
in the area regarding the movie, which at last report was 
still in consideration for national and international distrib-

utors. 
Bear Fruit, a small, independent company, shopped the 

idea of shooting -- and setting -- the movie, about a group 
of children aiding a newcomer in finding a hidden treasure 
in Culver before a group of bullies beats them to it, in 
Culver last summer. 

As the number of "name" actors surpassed film-mak-
ers' original expectations, community members joined in 
helping provide local housing, meals, transportation, and 
other amenities to aid in production of the film. 

The Lake Maxinkuckee Film Festival kicks off Friday 
evening at Eppley Auditorium on the campus of Culver 
Academies with a special event for major donors, with the 
festival itself launching Saturday evening with live music, 
a meal and dessert, and the culminating event being the 
feature movie on a giant screen in the park after sunset. 

A complete schedule will appear in The Culver Citizen 
in the near future. 

Film from page 1

the health department and town management following 
test results returned Friday, Hayden said the decision was 
made to close the swimming beach for 24 hours. He ex-
plained the contamination is an isolated incident. 

The volume of water in the lake generally disperses pol-
lutants and prevents their spread beyond limited areas, de-
pending upon the amount of pollution. 

Beach from page 1

Lewellen from page 2

By Jeff Kenney
A busy, newsy summer has kept us from continuing our 

"virtual" journey through the historic spaces and places of 
Culver, and to a large extent much of this week's content, 
while very timely in one sense -- since the families asso-
ciated with Culver's long-lived root beer stand were this 
year's Lake Fest parade marshals -- in another sense is at 
least partly redundant, since 
we reviewed the history of 
the business in this year's 
Lake Fest insert around a 
month ago.

Before we arrive at the 
root beer stand, however, it's 
worth a very brief stop at 820 
Lake Shore Drive, which to-
day is strictly a private res-
idence, but in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries was 
the Daniel A. Bradley res-
idence, also used for some 
years as a rooming house 
to accomodate the flow of 
guests coming in via the 
Vandalia railroad during the 
height of Culver's summer 
tourist days. The property 
also included small rental 
cabins, which due to their 
size limited their use to fair-
ly primitive, rustic use (I've 
heard tell that mostly lone 
fisherman visiting for some 
angling made use of them). 

A remnant or two of the 
little cabins remains, visible 
east of the house from the 
root beer stand parking lot.

Bradley's name was also 
attached to the root beer 
stand lot itself, prior to the 
stand's establishment. 

The Culver Citizen of July, 
1911, noted that D. A. Brad-
ley had sold the corner lot 
at the foot of "Bunker Hill," 
with a frontage of 77 feet on 
the lake and 99 feet up the 
hill, to M. M. Stiles of Plym-
outh for $600. Stiles, readers 
learned, intended to build "a 
pretty home" on this corner.

Sometimes Culver Citi-
zen-contributor and historian Rev. Dr. John Houghton 
noted, in his column on "Bunker Hill," notes that the 
terminology is a play on words and geographics, as the 
distance was actually 77 feet to the railroad today's Lake 

Shore Drive (then Toner Avenue). "Bunker Hill" is a sub-
ject for another day, but refers to the existence of the hill 
in the area and proximity to the railroad bunkers therein, 
at the time. 

In a 2011 article in The Culver Citizen celebrating the 
55th anniversary of the popular root beer stand (which, 
incidentally, is a primary feature in the new "Little Sav-

ages" movie shot here last 
summer), it was noted that 
original owner Donald 
"Casey" Jones had operated 
the business in Plymouth, 
but moved the building, 
foundation, and equipment 
by truck from Plymouth to 
Culver in 1956. At the time, 
it was an A&W root beer 
stand.

Shortly after the 1956 
move, according to a May, 
1962 Culver Citizen article, 
Jones sold the business to 
Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Lew-
is of LaPorte, who the ar-
ticle says ran it until 1959 
(Jan Eby told the Citizen 
the Lewises didn't actually 
run it, but just owned it), 
when Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Eby bought it. 

Jan and his brother were 
both born in the heart of 
the restaurant's busiest 
period: July 4, 1957, and 
July 4, 1958, respective-
ly. Their mother was back 
to work, says Jan Eby, on 
July 5th!

The Ebys owned two 
other drive-ins, in Argos 
and Walkerton, with Carl 
running those and wife 
Myrna running Culver's. 
Jan and Myrna alternated 
managing it during Jan's 
college years, from 1976 
to 1980. 

The original (much 
smaller) building which had moved here 
from Plymouth was torn down and re-
placed with the present structure in 1964, 
though the carport still in use today came 
with the 1950s stand. The newer structure 

has a basement, unlike its predecessor, and one-third of 
that space was often the Eby children's living quarters, 
bunk beds and all, during open season. The family lived in 
Argos at the time and in summertime, the Ebys sometimes 

also rented one of the tiny fishing cabins across the alley 
and put the children to bed there for the night.

The senior Ebys owned the business through the sum-
mer of 1982, after which they sold it to Jan and his wife 
Sandy. Soon thereafter, in 1984, the restaurant ended near-
ly 30 years as a part of the A&W root beer franchise, when 
that company shifted its format and began requiring salad 
bars in its restaurants, and moving into malls.

Interestingly, though the Culver stand dropped the 
A&W name and logo, it was actually allowed to keep the 
old A&W root beer recipe, since the A&W chain had opt-
ed to go with a whole new recipe.

Not much on the menu changed through the years, ac-
cording to Jan Eby, though a few things were added here.

Mark Damore Sr. a nd wife Becky bought it from the 
Ebys in May, 2003, together with business partner Phil 
Douglas of Illinois. Damore re-dubbed it The Original 
Root Beer Stand, noting many people in town simply 
called the business "the root beer stand," but adding the 
twist that incorporated the name of one of his other busi-
nesses, The Original Chicago Produce Company.

Other than a new paint job, new menu boards and a 
neon sign for "better sign recognition," Damore said he 
didn't change the place much (though he's added some of 
that fresh produce he knows so well to the menu, as well 
as a few sandwich and meat additions).

It remains a beloved spot, perhaps as much for its un-
changed nature -- and all those delicious chilhood memo-
ries -- as for its popular fare. 

“Culver History Corner” is a semi-reg ular 
feature sponsored by the Antiquarian and 

Historical Society of Culver. whose quarterly 
newsletter is also sponsored in 

The Culver Citizen.

If these walls could talk: the root beer stand (and neighbor)

ABOVE: The 
D.A. Bradley 
rooming house 
appears to 
be the only 
structure on 
Lake Shore 
Drive between 
today’s Forest 
Place and the 
east curve in 
this circa 1915 
photo of the 
paving of Lake 
Shore Drive. 
CENTER: Two 
of the old, one-
room rental 
cabins which 
accompanied 
the rooming 
house can be 
seen in this 
1 9 6 0 s - e r a 
photo show-
ing part of the 
awning of the 
root beer stand.  

ABOVE: Carl and Myrna Jo Eby in front of their 
A&W root beer stand in its original incarnation, 
as trucked to Culver from Plymouth in 1956 by 
Casey Jones.

Culver-Titanic 
connection program to replace 
‘Huckleberry Queen’ Saturday

Due to a family illness, presenter Anna Liechty of 
Plymouth will be unable to perform this Saturday as the 
“Huckleberry Queen” of Marshall County (that program 
is expected to be rescheduled for next summer). 

Instead, Jeff Kenney will present a new program on the 
survivor of the sinking of the Titanic ship who settled in 
Culver, and the still-standing maple trees planting here in 
honor of a family who died on the ship, by the patriarch 
of that family. The remarkable story of their interweaving 
lives and those of Culver families will be told via an au-
diovisual program narrated by Kenney.

The event, sponsored by the Antiquarian and Historical 
Society of Culver in the large meeting room of the Culver 
Public Library, takes place Saturday, Aug. 16 starting at 
10 a.m.

For information on this and other upcoming AHS pro-
grams, email historyofculver@gmail.com, call 574-635-
0053, or visit culverahs.com. 
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Briefs from page 1
ly community meal will return after its summer hiatus 
on Saturday, Aug. 30. On the 30th day or each month, a 
community meal will be provided for anyone interested in 
attending. St. Mary of the Lake is located at 124 College 
Avenue in Culver. Questions may be directed to 574-842-
2522.
Silver Hawks Town of Culver night Aug. 27

South Bend Silver Hawks will hold a Town of Culver 
Night Wed., August 27. Tickets are $25 per person, which 
includes game ticket and party patio from 6 to 8 p.m. (all 
you can eat picnic food and drinks). A caravan From the 
Culver beach parking lot leaves at 5 p.m. Register via 
park@townofculver.org (attn: Marc Hayden Park Supt.), 
or call Culver beach at 574-842-3510. Registration dead-
line is Tuesday, August 12 by 5 p.m.
Fly fishing class Sept. 13

A beginning fly fishing class, taught by Charlie Ray, 
will take place Sat., Sept. 13, from 9 a.m. to noon, starting 
at the east end of the park. Class is limited to 5 partici-
pants. Minimum age is 11 years old. This is a one session 
class that lasts three hours. Contact Marc Hayden at 574-

842-3510 or email park@townofculver.org. Registration 
deadline is Sept. 10.
Preschool aides sought at Wesley 

Wesley United Methodist Church is looking for two 
aides to assist in its preschool program from 8 to 11:30 
a.m., Monday through Friday.  Please send resume to Pas-
tor Tom Harzula at Wesley United Methodist church, 511 
School Street, Culver Indiana 46511.
Culver Pipes and Drums begins free bag-
pipe, drum lessons

Culver Pipes and Drums teaches free lessons locally for 
interested potential members ranging from the age of 8 to 
adult. The pipe band is a not-for-profit entity which offers 
its members the opportunity for responsible participation 
and leadership in a community activity by developing and 
nurturing lifetime skills that benefit the whole individual. 
Interested parties should contact Pipe Major Brent Van 
Norman 574-249-1083 or email brentlinda3@mchsi.com.
Lions seek backpack donations

The Culver Lions will again collect monies and supplies 
for the Culver Elementary School systems, to make sure 
all students have the needed supplies. To give, you may 
contact any Lion, or call Jim Harper at 574-842-2962.
Friends offer weekly book sales

As a new offering this summer, the Friends of the Cul-
ver Union Township Public Library will hold a book sale 
every Saturday starting May 17 and ending  August 30. 
Hours are from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. The book sales will be 
in the Carnegie Room, in the lower level of the library.  To 
donate books, bring them to the the library during library 
hours.
Farmer’s Market open

The Culver Farmer’s Market is open Saturdays at the 
northwest corner of Main and Ohio Streets, across from 
CVS. The market will have new hours this year, from 9 
a.m. until 1 p.m.  Interested vendors please call at 574-
842-2648 (ask for Barb).

volunteer and for some years has been a regular attendee 
at town council and various board meetings. 

“I believe I can bring wisdom and common sense to 
the town board,” she said, adding some ordinances need 
updated. 

Sally Ricciardi -- the only current council member of 
the five, running for re-election -- said she had served two 
four-year council terms including two years as president. 
She also outlined some of her volunteer work, particular-
ly her 35 years with Culver’s ambulance service (a fact 
which drew applause from the audience), as well as serv-
ing on a state ambulance service commission some years 
ago. 

Ricciardi also explained she grew up in Culver, working 
at her parents’ downtown dry cleaning plant for 33 years.

She added she had been very active while on the coun-
cil, which earned $2.5 million in grant money from the 
federal and state government, “an enormous tax savings 
for the community.” 

“I have no agenda other than to make Culver the best 
place to live that I possibly can.”

Candidate Bob Coo-
per told the audience he’s 
worked for Easterday Con-
struction for the past 29 
years and is presently a su-
pervisor. He would bring, 
he said, “a lot of knowledge 
of water and sewer” work-
ings. Cooper spent seven 
years as an EMS volunteer 
including six as a board 
member, and thus has ex-
perience with budgets. He 
added he’s proud that the 

EMS service has returned a large amount of money at the 
end of many of its budget years. 

“I would like to see the town not only prosper three 
months a year but 12 months a year,” he said. 

Cooper added he’s lived in Culver all his life and has 
raised five children with his wife of 27 years. 

The final candidate, Gilbert Standley, said that though 
he was born in South Bend, Culver has been part of his 
life since then and his family has had attachments here for 
over 90 years. 

Standley said he spent over 25 years in Indianapolis 
raising a family and working as an attorney and health 
care consultant, working with small towns state-wide re-
garding policy, procedure, and by-laws. He also served on 
many not-for-profit boards. 

He noted he’s owned a house for the past eight years in 
Culver, and has been a full-time resident for the past two 
years. 

While acknowledging that he has “not been engaged 
as some” in Culver, Standley added he saw that fact in a 
positive light since “I have no entanglements or political 

agendas; what I can bring is good, solid experience as a 
volunteer and professional.”

Voting took three rounds, with Ricciardi earning the 
majority of votes in the first round, which also revealed 
Rakich as earning the least number of votes, and thus be-
ing dropped from the race. 

The next round left Cooper dropped from the running, 
with Beggs and Standley poised for the final round. That 
round was described by Vandermark as the closest she had 
seen, with Beggs earning 37 votes and Standley 36, leav-
ing Beggs the round winner. 

Thus, Ricciardi and Beggs will be on the ballot in No-
vember. The only non-Republican candidate in this No-
vember’s election is Libertarian Joel R. Samuelson. 

The remaining council seat to be filled is currently oc-
cupied by Bill Githens, who will vacate it in January to 
begin serving his term as a Marshall County commis-
sioner. The candidate to fill that seat will be appointed by 
county Republican chair David Holmes, later this year. 

Council from page 1

By Jan Garrison, Culver Academies
In less than one hour, Matt York covered 400 

meters in the water, 12 miles on a bike, and 3.1 
miles running to take the Lake Max Triathlon 
on Saturday, Aug. 9. York was the overall win-
ner with a time of 56 minutes, 28.8 seconds. 
Elizabeth Blackburn was the overall women’s 
winner with a time just under 1:06.07.

Lake Max is a USAT-certified triathlon. It 
begins and ends at the Naval Building on the 
Culver Academies campus. The swimming 
course travels around the Naval Pier. The biking course 
goes around Lake Maxinkuckee, and the 5-kilometer run 
weaves through the town of Culver.

Winning the men’s masters division was Greg Gossert 
in a time of 1:01.20. Angelia Kniesly won the women’s 

master division in 1:10.56. 
There were 14 different age 
divisions for men and wom-
en, ranging from 11-and-un-
der to 75-to-79 years old. 
The oldest competitor was 
William Pauley at 79. He fin-
ished the course in 1:56.13.

The men’s team compe-
tition was won by Slow, 
Bald & Canadian in 1:11.04. 

Camp Mitchell won the women’s team division in 1:21.22. 
The co-ed division went to Fruehwirth/Lopez with a time 
of 1:05.01. There were two men’s teams, five women’s 
teams, and nine co-ed teams.

The first Lake Max Kids Triathlon was conducted after 

the race with Maxwell Malloy taking the boys 5-7 age 
group and Elizabeth Bentley winning the girls 5-7 group. 
The five to seven-year-olds swam 50 meters, biked for 
one mile, and ran for a half-mile. Malloy finished in 11 
minutes, 34.3 seconds and Bentley won in 12:23.8. Will 
Moore won the boys 8-11 grouping, covering 75 meters 
swimming, two miles on the bike, and a one-mile run 
in 14:09.9. Sophie Cavanaugh won the girls division in 
14:48.6.

All the proceeds from the triathlon go to the local Lions, 
Kiwanis, and Culver clubs to help with their humanitarian 
causes. Over 350 people participated in this year’s Tri-
athlon.

Complete results are available at www.lakemaxtriath-
lon.blogspot.com.

This story appears courtesy news.culver.org.

York, Blackburn lead Saturday’s Lake Max Triathlon
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By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Culver's parks and recreation board is hoping to involve 
the public more in conversations and considerations re-
garding the impending renovation of the beach lodge in 
the town park, and towards that end hopes to schedule a 
public "meet and greet" event -- with refreshments -- in 
the lodge in the near future.

This per discussion at the July 28 meeting of the park 
board, during which board member Patty Stallings, speak-
ing in the context of the building sub-committee on which 
she serves, said that architect Steve Park has taken the 
board's and committee's "needs, wants, and dreams" and 
created blueprints and outlines of potential ideas for the 
structure, which has had no major renovations in decades, 
and none prior to those since its 1937 construction. 

Stallings noted Park hopes to meet with both the board 
and the committee to discuss potential costs and other spe-
cifics. 

Board member Christi Scarborough, in reply to fellow 
member Rhonda Reinhold's and Stallings' question as to 
the lack of feedback from the public, suggested the board 
needed to reach out more to the community and meet 
people where they are, adding she felt the public is "still 
sketchy" about the board. 

Some discussion included holding a meeting in coffee 
shops, restaurants, or the park's outdoor gazebo. 

Board member John Helphrey, however, countered that 
such an event should take place in the beach lodge itself. 

"This is where all the money is being poured into it," he 
said. "If people aren't interested enough to come into this 
building (for such a meeting)...I'm not really too interested 
in what they have to say."

"We're advertising these meetings and nobody's com-
ing," added Reinhold. It was also noted the blueprints are 
available at the beach lodge for interested members of the 
public to view. 

Within the purview of further discussion as to publicity, 
the board approved a suggestion by Reinhold that it allow 
her grandmother, Bobetta Washburn-Ruhnow, to write 
full minutes -- and possible press-oriented articles -- from 
audio recordings of park board meetings, for a monthly 
stipend around $50. 

Reinhold noted she has had computer problems of late, 
and pointed out that taking detailed minutes of the meet-
ings in Reinhold's own capacity as secretary can make it 
difficult for her to be a full participant in the meetings. Re-
inhold, however, would continue to document actual votes 
taken during the meeting. 

Brief discussion was had by the board as to reverting 
park board meetings back to Wednesday nights as they 
had been in the past, rather than the current second and 
fourth Monday schedule. 

It was pointed out that the Culver Lions Club had re-
quested park board meetings not be held the same nights 
as the club's meeting -- though Helphrey suggested Lions 
members have not been attending park board meetings 
since the switch to Monday, which was also predicated 
partly upon Reinhold's schedule, took place. In the end, 
the board opted to leave Monday as the meeting night. 

Park superintendent’s report
During his park superintendent's report, Marc Hayden 

noted lifeguard staff would be diminishing as the summer 

season winds down, and that he was uncomfortable leav-
ing the beach officially open with only one guard-- and 
when crowds are larger, even two guards -- on duty. 

He also discussed upcoming park programs, such as a 
canoe trip, South Bend Silver Hawks game, fly fishing 
class, and Mystic Hills golf scramble. 

The board approved staff member Marin Barnes for a 
$125 stipend as a four-year employee, a similar $100 sti-
pend for Trent Becker as a three-year maintenance em-
ployee, and salary increases for two staff members now 
certified to teach swim lessons. 

Hayden said he had a lengthy meeting with members of 
the South Bend parks department and felt "there are a lot 
of things we don't address (in Culver's park) that we need 
to, especially in the area of employee safety."

He said improvements would continue to develop along 
those lines. 

Hayden also said he felt Helphrey's presentation of the 
park's proposed 2015 budget to the town council in a re-
cent council work session went well, something Helphrey 
had alluded to earlier the same evening during the park 
board's own work session, during which he said the town 
council seemed surprised the park board was asking only 
to use more of the money in its own park fund than had 
been requested in recent years, rather than allocating new 
funds, in order to fund planned beach lodge renovations. 

"As soon as they realized that," added Helphrey, "they 
were very compliant in our wishes to do this (work)."

He said he also stressed to council members that one 
key element of Culver's recently-approved comprehensive 
plan was that the park was viewed therein as "the gem of 
the town."

Other discussion
Pier sub-committee head Tom Yuhas said the commit-

tee met with the owner of Rochester Pier Company, who 
measured parts of the floating portion of the hybrid float-
ing-stationary pier the park had installed in 2013 (the pub-
lic fishing pier has remained uninstalled this year as the 
board examined safe and affordable means of installing 
it again). 

Yuhas said Portside Marina will examine the pier as 
well and make proposals. 

Helphrey emphasized that both companies suggested 
maintenance programs for the park's piers, which didn't 
exist before. The hope, he added, is for the park to utilize 
the fishing pier parts in making that pier stationary-only, 
rather than sell those parts. However, if that proves too 
costly or difficult, the parts will be sold and new ones pur-
chased. 

Other pier-related discussion centered on reconfiguring 
of boat rental piers, which will likely result in moving 
some longtime renters. Yuhas stressed the importance of 
clear letters accompanying slip rental policies, to explain 
the need for changes, which it was noted have not taken 
place as regards the boat rental piers in some years. 

Park board president Tammy Shaffer questioned a claim 
for $163 for the park board's share of a town news-ori-
ented texting service, primarily on the basis that the town 
failed to consult those departments being billed for a share 
of the service, before imposing it. The board set aside the 
claim, unpaid, until further clarification could he had. 

Park board seeks further community input as lodge 
renovation plans considered

ing counties with 14 school districts. 8th grade had 77.8 
percent passing both language arts and math, the second 
highest score in four surrounding counties with 14 school 
districts.

Culver Elementary comes in with 83.5 percent passing 
English/LA, 84.2 percent passing math and 76.7 percent 
passing both. The scores show a 0.6 percentage decrease.

Erin Proskey, current Culver Elementary principal and 
assistant principal during the 2013-2014 school year, not-
ed Culver Elementary ranked above the state in language 
arts and math. 

"We are very pleased with our scores, knowing that our 
teachers worked diligently to prepare their students and 
that the student’s tried their very best," she said. 

Culver Comm. Schools superintendent Dr. Vicki Mc-
Guire said, "No matter how hard we work, we always 
have room for improvement and we continue to seek ways 
to reach our students and take them to the next academic 
level. We certainly want to give credit to all surrounding 
schools and recognize that educators work diligently each 
day to meet the needs of each and every child.  We strive 
to truly make a difference in their lives. They also make 
a difference for us and we are always grateful to share a 
portion of our lives with them. We accept students at their 
individual levels and appreciate the diversity among us."

McGuire also congratulated staff, students, and "sup-
portive parents and community for being involved and 
making a difference."

She added congratulations to Culver Comm. High 
School for its recently-announced Four Star School rank-
ing.

She added that, during a recent professional develop-
ment conference, she was informed that recommendation 
for future Indiana testing are that students not be primar-
ily compared to their peers (as they are now), but instead 
more emphasis should be placed upon individual growth.  

"A student’s individual growth would be determined by 
how he or she performed on the previous school year’s 
test," explained McGuire. "The plan is for assessments to 
be more criterion-reference based, as opposed to the cur-
rent norm-reference-type test. The recommendation is that 
more credit be given for individual student growth and not 
as much for performance."

Performance, will, however, be a component of the as-
sessment model, she added. For example, a student may 
not have passed the test, but credit would be given if he or 
she made gains when compared to results of the previous 
school year. Also, currently schools receive the same cred-
it for students who obtain a score of PASS versus those 
with PASS+.  McGuire said it has been recommended that 
in the future, scores of PASS+ be given more weight than 
scores of PASS.

"Culver Community Schools Corporation takes pride in 
serving all students," McGuire said. "Therefore, I am glad 
to see this trend and believe we will be able to use the data 
in the future to determine even more about how we can 
help individual students grow to their maximum academic 
capacity."

 

ISTEP from page 1

photos provided/gary shaffer

An unusual encounter
ABOVE: Gary Shaffer of Culver captured these photos of a group of sandhill cranes in the field across from his house just south of Culver 
and west of Hawk Lake. The cranes -- two adults and a juvenile -- were interacting with a group of deer, and chased away the fawn in 
the photo, according to Shaffer, who adds that the cranes are regulars in the morning until about mid-day in that locale. 

citizen photo/jeff kenney

Touring Culver
ABOVE: A group of some 50 visitors from Parke County, Ind. Soil and 
Water Conservation toured the Culver Academies campus and Lake 
Maxinkuckee (where local historian Jeff Kenney gave them a historical 
tour by bus) last Thursday. Led by Marvin Rode and hosted by Bob 
Osborn of Osborn seed, the group spent all morning and part of the 
afternoon here, concluding with a picnic (seen above) in the town park. 
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Late ad

citizen photo/jeff kenney

A renaissance for ‘Eunice’s corner’
LEFT: Youngsters starting school this week were greeted by a much-beautified corner of School Street 
and Lake Shore Drive, where the plaque immortalizing beloved Culver Elementary crossing guard 
Eunice Schrmisher -- who died in 2005 -- and its surrounding landscaping underwent a massive facelift. 
Culver Elementary principal Erin Proskey expressed thanks to Mrs. Karen Ronk and Mrs. Valerie Mazzanti 
for their donations of perennials for the area. “With their generous donations and the work of the 
Elementary staff, we were able to re-beautify Eunice Schrimsher's memorial,” says Proskey. Schrimsher 
was crossing guard at the corner for some three decades, and was an iconic figure for the generation of 
children she assisted during that time. 

citizen photo/jeff kenney

Wesley daycare open for business
ABOVE: The brand-new Wesley Daycare, at Wesley United Methodist Church on School Street, opened 
for business on Monday, as is visible from the assortment of outdoor play equipment for children there 
(though Monday’s rains prevented much play out-of-doors). Wesley’s longtime preschool, which has 
relocated to the basement level of the church, will open later this month. The daycare occupies the space 
-- along College Avenue, visible in this photo -- previously home to the preschool, and recently moved to 
Wesley after St. Mary of the Lake Catholic Church, just down the street, closed its daycare program. 
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